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STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermont, through State Prosecuting Atterney Edward G.
Adrian, and the Respondent, Elizabeth Wolf, who stipulate and agree as follows:

Board Authority

1. The Vermont State Board of Nursing (the “Board”) has authority to issue warnings or
reprimands; suspend, revoke, limit, or condition current licenses; or prevent the
renewal of lapsed licenses if, after disciplinary hearing, the Board finds that the
Respondent has engaged in unprofessional conduct. 3 V.S.A. § 129(a); 3 V.S.A. §
129a; 3 V.S.A. § 814(d); 26 V.S.A. § 1582; the Administrative Rules of the Board of
Nursing (“ARBN”); and the Rules of the Office of Professional Regulation.

Statement of Facts

2. The Respondent, Elizabeth Wolf, is licensed as a registered nurse holding license
number 026-0019713, issued by the State of Vermont. This license was originally
issued on or about August 29, 1990 and is currently set to expire March 31, 2009.

3. The Respondent’s license is currently conditioned pursuant to a Stipulation and
Consent Order (“Order 27°) entered by the Board on or about September 2, 2003.
Attachment A. The Respondent’s license had previously been Conditioned pursuant
to a Stipulation and Consent Order entered by the Board (“Order 1) on or about
October 6, 1998 after the Board summarily suspended the Respondent’s license on
April 14, 1997 based on the Respondent’s substance abuse problems. Attachment A.
Order 2 reinstated the Respondent’s license after it was suspended on or about
September 23, 1999 for violating the conditions imposed by Order 1. Attachment A.

4. Paragraph A(14) of the Order requires the Respondent to submit to random drug and
alcohol screens. Participation in the random drug and alcohol screening process
requires the Respondent to call in to the specimen selection system, FirstLab, on a
daily basis.
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Based on a review of the Board’s records, the Respondent has failed to participate in

the random specimen program as follows:

a. Between June 1, 2007 and 'July 11, 2007, the Respondent failed to call the
FirstLab system on approximately twenty-three (23) days.

b. On or about July 16, 2007, Respondent advised the Board that she had been
hospitalized in July of 2007 for depression, but would resume her daily call-
ins. On or about July 22, 2007, the Respondent was selected to provide a
specimen. The Respondent failed to call the FirstLab system on that day and
did not provide a specimen.

C. Between approximately August 13, 2007 and September 17, 2007, the

Respondent failed to call the FirstLab system for that entire time period.

d. On or about September 29, 2007, the Respondent was selected to provide a
specimen. The Respondent failed to call the FirstLab system on that day and
did not provide a specimen.

€. In October of 2007, the Respondent failed to call the FirstLab system on
approximately thirteen (13) days.

f Between November 14, 2007 and January 1, 2008, the Respondent failed to
call the FirstLab system on approximately twenty-four (24) days.

g. Between January 2, 2008 and February 20, 2008, the Respondent failed to call
the FirstLab system on approximately thirty-five (35) days.

Paragraph A(3) of the Order requires that the Respondent enter into and continue
individual drug abuse counseling with a treating professional until such time that her
treating professional notifies the Board that counseling is no longer necessary.
Paragraph A(S) of the Order requires that the Respondent’s treating professional send
the Board monthly reports demonstrating the Respondent’s satisfactory progress with
her drug abuse counseling. '

The last treating professional report received by the Board until approximately March
31, 2008, was for November 2007. In the November report, the Respondent’s
treating professional, Maryann Neuzil listed one of her concerns as the Respondent’s
“prior lack of attendance [and] recently missed appts.” In the report, Ms. Neuzil
listed one of the difficulties of helping the Respondent as “lack of attendance.”

Under the evaluation of the Respondent’s progress in treatment, Ms. Neuzil noted that
the Respondent was “seen 1x since August.” Finally, in response to the question “Do
you feel this client is able to competently practice the nursing profession?” Ms.
Neuzil replied “unclear @ present.”
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On or about March 31, 2008, the Board received the Respondent’s treating
professional reports for December 2007, January 2008, and February 2008. In the
December 2007 report, Ms. Neuzil indicated concern over the number of
appointments the Respondent missed and was unable to provide a prognosis for the
Respondent at that time. In the January 2008 report, Ms. Neuzil advised that due to
missed sessions, the Respondent had breached her treatment contract with Ms. Neuzil
and was making arrangements to find a new treatment provider. Ms. Neuzil also
noted that the Respondent had re-engaged in active treatment and gave the
Respondent a “good” prognosis. In the February 2008 report, noted that the
Respondent’s recovery was stable and gave the Respondent a “good” prognosis.

Charges

The act(s), emission(s), and/or circumstance(s) described above constitute grounds
for discipline because the Respondent has committed unprofessional conduct in
violation of:

a. 3 V.S.A. § 129a(a)(3) (failing to comply with provisions of federal or state
statutes or rules governing the practice of the profession); and

b. 3 V.S.A. § 129a(a)(4) (failing to comply with an order of the board or
violating any term or condition of a license restricted by the board).

Understandings

Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept the terms of
the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation and
Consent Order shall be null and void.

Respondent specifically waives any claims that any disclosures made to the full
Board during its review of this agreement have prejudiced her rights to a fair and
impartial hearing in future hearings if this agreement is not accepted by the Board.

Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrees that it contains the
entire agreement between the parties.

Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohol at the time she signs
this Stipulation and Consent Order.

Respondent voluntarily enters into this agreement after the opportunity to consult
with legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this Stipulation
and Consent Order.

Respondent voluntarily waives her right to a contested hearing before the Board of
Nursing and waives any right to appeal from this Stipulation and Consent Order.
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16. Respondent agrees that the Order set forth below may be entered by the Board.
ORDER
Based upon the stipulation above, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

A. The Board of Nursing hereby INDEFINITELY SUSPENDS the Respondent’s
license to practice nursing. Before applying for reinstatement, the Respondent at a
minimum must obtain (1) documentation from the Respondent’s current primary care
physician indicating that in the practitioner’s opinion, the Respondent is capable of
safely resuming the practice of nursing and does not present a risk to the safety,
health, or welfare of her potential patients; (2) documentation from the Respondent’s
psychiatrist indicating that in the practitioner’s opinion, the Respondent is capable of
safely resuming the practice of nursing and does not present a risk to the safety,
health, or welfare of her potential patients; (3) documentation from the Respondent’s
mental health counselor indicating that in the practitioner’s opinion, the Respondent
is capable of safely resuming the practice of nursing and does not present a risk to the
safety, health, or welfare of her potential patients; and.(4) an independent mental
health evaluation from a practitioner approved in advance by the Board.

B. The Board may continue this period of suspension indefinitely until it is satisfied that
the Respondent is capable of safely resuming the practice of nursing without
compromising the safety, health, or welfare of her potential patients.

C. Upon the recommendations of the Respondent’s primary care physician, psychiatrist,
‘and mental health counselor, as well as the independent mental health practitioner,
and upon an application by Respondent for license reinstatement, the Board or its
designee will determine whether it is appropriate to reinstate the Respondent’s
license, which may be conditioned and limited pursuant to the Laws of the State of
Vermont and the Rules of this Board.

D. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may be reported
to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a).

E. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent’s licensing file
and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future disciplinary
matter.

AGREED TO: | STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF S
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APPROVED AND SO ORDERED:

Dated: 714 0%

Date of Entry: 7// G/OS{

nu.wolf.stip

By:

ELIZABETH WOLF
RESPONDENT

Elizabet® Wolf

VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

P & Ly

. 1
Chairperson '
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License No: 026-0019713 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermont, through State Prosecuting
Attorney, Edward G. Adrian, and Respondent Eijzabeth Sullivan Wolf, who
stipulate and agree as follows:

Board Authority
4 The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of
unprofessional conduct and approve consent orders pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
§§129 and 129a, and 26 V.S.A. §§1574 and 1582.
2. Having a mental, emotional or physical disability, the nature of which
interferes with the ability to practice nursing competently is unprofessional
conduct and is a basis upon which the Board can impose disciplinary action.
26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(6).
3. Being unable to practiée the profession of nursing competently by reason
of any cause is unprofessional conduct and is a basis on which the Board can
impose disciplinary actiovn. 26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(3).
Facts

4. At all times relevant to these charges, the Respondent (whose address is

M hment A
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listed in the database of the Office of Professional Regulation as 248 Quarry
Hill Rd. #77, So. Burlington, VT 05403) was a Registered Nurse holding
license number 026-0019713.

5. Respondent's license was originally issued on August 29, 1990 and
Respondent'’s license is currently suspended due to a Board Order entered on
April 14, 1997. The discipline was based on substance abuse problems.

6. The Respondent petitioned the Board in 1998 for reinstatement of her

license, which was granted by Stipulation and Consent Order entered on

October 6, 1998, which reinstated her license with multiple conditions on
Respondent’s ability to practice nursing. (Attached as Exhibit A)

7. Modifications to those conditions were granted by Stipulation and Consent

Order entered on December 15, 1998, however, the majority of conditions
remained on her license. (Attached as Exhibit B)

8. Respondent was charged with violating the above conditions by the State
in its Specification of Charges dated July 2, 1999. (Attached as Exhibit C) |
9. Respondent did not respond to the charges and the Board entered a
Default Order on September 23, 1999 which suspended Respondent’s license
indefinitely. (Attached as Exhibit D)

10. In January 2000, Respondent requested that her license be reinstated.
11. The request was preliminarily denied by letter dated February 1, 2000
based on insufficient time having passed to show that the Respondent’s
current rehabilitation efforts have been successful and would allow

Respondent to safely return to the practice of nursing.

[\S]
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12. The Respondent, by letter dated February 7, 2000, requested a hearing
before the Board to review its preliminary decision.
13. The Board denied the Respondent’s reinstatement due to there being an
insufficient track record for the Board to be assured that the Respondent was
ready to safely return to nursing.
14. The Board ordered that the Respondent would not be able to apply for
reinstatement until a minimum of six months had passed from the date of
entry of the Order, April 4, 2000.
15. Respondent, by letter dated May 25, 2003, requested that her nursing
license be reviewed for reinstatement.
16. Respondent’s treating medica.l doctor submitted a letter dated May 23,
2003, setting forth that in his professional opinion that the Board should
consider reinstating the Respondent. (Attached as Exhibit E)
17. Respondent has recently had an independent evaluation performed by a
licensed Drug and Alcohol Counselor approved by the Board.
18. While Respondent is competent and qualified to return to the practice of
nursing, Respondent still requires monitoring regarding her mental health
issues and her recent drug addiction.
19. The Respondent agrees that the conditions below are necessary for her
to return to the practice.

Understandings
A. Respondent admits the facts above are true and that the conditions below

are necessary to protect the public.

(o]
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B. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept
the terms of the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire
Stipufation and Consent Order shall be null and void.
C. Respondent specifically waives any claims that any disclosures made to
the full Board during its review of this agreement have prejudiced her rights to
a fair and impartial hearing in future hearings if this agreement is not accepted
by the Board.
D. Respondent hasread and reviewed this entire document and agrees that
it contains the entire agreement between the parties.
E. Respondentis not under the influence of any drugs or alcohol at the time
she signs this Stipulation and Consent Order.
F. Respondent voluntarily enters into this agreement after the opportunity to
consult with legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this
Stipulation and Consent Order.
G. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to charges and a contested
hearing before the Board of Nursing.
H. Respondent agrees that the order set forth below may be entered by the
Board.

ORDER
Based on the Stipulation above, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:
l.  Respondent admits that she requires the following conditions to protect the
public.

J. Based on the above Stipulation and the Findings and Conclusions of this
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Board, it is ORDERED that COND!leONS shall be imposed on any license to
practice nursing issued to Respondent and the conditions shall remain FOR A
MINIMUM PERIOD OF THREE (3) YEARS from the date of entry of this
Order. The conditions are as follows:

(1) License to be labeled “Conditioned”.

Any license issued to the Respondent by this Board shall be labeled
"Conditioned".

(2) Length of Time Conditions Imposed.

The conditions shall remain in place until Respondent has completed all
conditions ordered. Respondent shall be subject to the conditions until
Respondent completes three (3) years of supervised nursing practice in which
she works at least forty (40) hours every two (2) weeks as a nurse. Part time
hours of less than forty (40) hours every two (2) weeks shall be credited on a
prorated basis. Respondent shall be prohibited from working more than forty-
eight (48) hours per week. |

(3) Completion of Counseling and Treatment Plan.

Respondent shall enter into and continue counseling with a treating
professional approved by the Board until the treating professional shall certify
in writing to the Nursing Board that such counseling is no longer necessary.

Respondent shall enter into and comply with the treatment plan approved by

the Board and the treating professional.

If the Board (1) does not approve the treating professional presented to

the Board for approval or (2) does not approve the treatment plan presented fo

U1
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the Board for review and approval, Respondent must submit another treating
professional and/or treatment plan for the Board's approval prior to the next
regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board. If Respondent fails to
comply with this paragraph or the Board should again reject the proposed
treating professional or treatment plan, Respondent shall be deemed to have
violated this Consent Order.

(4) Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification to Treating Professional.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent Order to
her treating professional and cause her treating professional to inform the
Board, in writing and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation
and Consent Order and the treating professional's ability to comply with the

conditions related to treatment and with all other terms of this Consent Order.

(5) Reports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating professional to submit
to the Board evidence of satisfactory progress with the treatment plan during
the effective period of this Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in
writing on forms issued by the Board. The first report is due commencing the
month after the date of entry of this Consent Order and subsequent reports
are due every month thereafter.

Respondent shall authorize her treating professional to provide all
information requested by the Nursing Board, either orally or in writing, at any
time during the period this Consent Order is in effect.

(6) Abstain from Drug Use.

(6
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Respondent shall abstain completely from the use or possession of any
drugs with the exception of prescribed medications as outlined in paragraph
(7) for the period of time described in paragraph (J).

(7)Drug Use Exception.

Respondent shall not take controlled substances unless necessary.
Respondent may take scheduled/controlled medications lawfully prescribed for
a bona fide illness or condition by a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner
whose identity shall be made known to the Board in writing by Respondent
within forty-eight (48) hours of the establishment of the practitioner/patient
relationship. Respondent shall ensure tﬁat the physician, dentist or nurse
practitioner informs the Board, in writing and on appropriate letterhead, of
knowledge of Respondent’s substance abuse issue(s) within one (1) week of
entering into the practitioner/patient relationship. Respondent shall inform the
Board in writing of all schedu%ed/controﬂeﬁ medicationé prescribed, including
the name of the prescribing practitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of
receiving the prescription.

The Board or its designee may request at any time that the practitioner
doobument the continued necessity for the prescribed scheduled/controlled
medications if the term exceeds 14 days. This includes medications to be
administered as necessary. It is not anticipated that Respondent would be
prescribed scheduled/controlled medication, during the term of this Consent
Order, for a period greater than 14 days, but if so, then the conditions herein

may be revoked by the Board.
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Respondent shall keep a written record of all medications taken, including
over the counter drugs, and produce such record upon the request of the
Board or its designee.

(8) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or its
designee upon request.

(9) Administration of Medications.

Respondent is prohibited from administering any controlled substances.
This condition may be removed only by the Respondent filing a petition with
the Board after she has worked as nurse for twelve (12) weeks gi‘at least 40
hours work every two weeks (or the part time equivalent) after the entry date of
this Order.

In any such petition, the Respondent must demonstrate, to the satisfaction
of the Nursing Board, that she can safely and competently administer such
medications. In any such petition, the Respondent must include appropriate
support from her treating professional and employer or nursing schoof
administrator and a description of the documentation and inventory control
procedures in place.

The removal of this prohibition shall not automatically result in the
reinstatement of all medication privileges. The Board may gradually restore

those privileges through whatever inte'rmediary steps it determines are

appropriate.

0
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(10) Types of Employment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry, traveling nurse agency,
float-pool, home health care agency, temporary nursing employment agency,
or as a personal care provider during the effective period of this Consent
Order.

(11) Prohibited Duties.

Respondent shall be prohibited from being a Charge Nurse during the
effective period of the Consent Order. Respondent shall be prohibited from
working the night shift during the effective period of the Consent Order.
Respondent shall not work more than forty-eight (48) hours per week.

(12) Out of State Practice/Residence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can be credited toward
fulfillment of these terms and conditions, Respondent shall first obtain
approval from the Board prior to Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If
Respondent fails to receive such apprové! before leaving the State, none of
the time spent out-of-state will be credited toward the fulfillment of the terms
and conditions bf this Consent Order. The Board will approve out-of-state
practice so long as the Respondent can still comply with the provisions of this
Consent Order.

(13) Notification of Place of Employment/ Personal Address/Telephone

Number.
Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,

Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing, of her current place of nursing
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employment, personal address, and telephone number. Respondent shall
further notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any change
in nursing employment, personal address, or telephone number. Respondent
shall provide a copy of this Consent Order to all employers, current and future,
and shall inform them of the conditional status of her license.

(14) Random Drug Testing.

Respondent shall submit to random drug séreening at the request of the
Board. Respondent shall designate a person, who has been approved by the
Board, to administer the random drug screens. All testing shall be done on an
unannounced basis and shall be analyzed by a lab qualified to analyze
samples for forensic purposes. All urine specimens collected for tests shall be
collected in an observed setting.

(15) License Renewal.

v

If the Respondent
Order does not automatically extend the license. In that situation, in order to
continue to practice nursing, the Respondent must timely apply for renewal,
pay the applicable fee and demonstrate that she has otherwise complied with
the requirements for license renewal.

(16) Release of Information Forms.

in fulfilling the conditions of this Order which require the Respondent to
authorize various persons to report information or to discuss the Respondent
with the Board, the Respondent must execute a consent to disclose form

which meets the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.31. The authorization must
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allow the information to also be provided to the Office of Professional
Regulation investigators. Any revocation by The Respondent of such a
consent to disclosure during the term of this Order shall be considered a
violation of this Order.
(17) Costs.

The Respgjndent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent
Order.

(18) Violation of this Order.

If the Respondent violates the terms of this Order in any respect, the
Board, after giving the Respéndent notice and an opportunity to be heard, may
rescind or modify this Order and imp’ose additional appropriate diéoiplinary
actions. If a complaint of unprofessional conduct is made against the
Respondent during the term of this Order, this Order shall be automatically
extended until the unprofessional conduct matter is concluded.

(19) Completion of Conditional License Period.

After the 'Con‘diﬁonal license period, the Respondent may petition the
Board to remove any and all conditions on her license. The Respondent must
present proof that she has fully complied with the terms of this Order. The
Respondent must also present proof of successful mental health and
substance abuse rehabilitation and she must demonstrate, to the satisfaction
of the Nursing Board, that she poses no danger to the public or the practice of
nursing and that she can safely and competently perform the duties of a

Registered Nurse.

—
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K. Notwithstanding any provision above, The Respondent must continue to

meet all Nursing Board requirements for maintaining a license, license renewal

and license reinstatement.

L. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may

be reported to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a).

M. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent’s

licensing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any

future disciplinary matter.

AGREED TO:

< A /
Dated: <’ / Prag /@ )
7

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED:

Dated: Qﬁm%‘ JANaR 9(>63

Date of Entry:

STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF STATE

By // P s 'ﬁ,‘ P /;,/ e 4
Ed)a(ar“d GAdi]
Stafe Prosecutmg Attorney

ELIZABETH SULLIVAN WOLF
RESPONDENT

- g/
, «/ A ’L
Eixzabetjﬁ Sullivan Wolf

VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

By: Y/? N, }/ Z/\/\«C/QL’

Chalrperson

C/,\ . 3//’”)3
/

nu.wolf stip




Edward Adrian, Esq.
9 Baldwin Street b eadrian @sec.state.vi,us
Montpelier, VT 05609-1106 802 828-1217
Fax: 802 828-2389 Robert Backus. Esq.
rbackus@sec.state.vt,us
802 828-1218

State of Vermont
Secretary of State’ s Office
Office of Professional Regulation
Prosecuting Attorneys

Paralegal
828-1219

September 10, 2003

Ms. Elzabeth Wolf

248 Quarry Hill Road

Unit # 77

South Burlington, Vermont 05403

Re: Amendment to Stipulation and Consent Order
Dear Ms. Wolf:
Thank you for bringing to my attention a typographical error located within the

Stipulation and Consent Order signed by you on August 29, 2003. The first paragraph under (9)
Administration of Medications should read as follows:

Respondent 1s prohibited from administering any controlled substances. This
condition may be removed only by the Respondent filing a petition with the Board
after she has worked as a nurse for twelve (12) weeks or of at least 40 hours work
every two weeks (or the part time equivalent) after the entry date of this Order.

[ have included signature blocks below. Please sign and return the original of this letter to me
before September 19, 2003.

STATE OF VERMONT ELIZABETH SULLIVAN WOLF

bTCRFTAP}/\’,OT STATE RESPONDENT

Elizabet} ﬁ\Su Hivan Wo

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
nupu 'son

cc: Anita Ristau, Umit Administrator
NUO32.cor.wpd
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STIPULATION
NOW COME the State of Vermont, through Attorney General

William ¥. Sorrell, and Respondent Elizabeth Mary Sullivan whc

stipulate and agres as follows:
1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate

complaints of unprofessional conduct and approve consent orders
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

2. Respondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont
holding license number 26-19713.

3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97,
Respondent admitted she abused controlled drugs, specificall&
acetaminophen #3 with codeine. She was placed under suspension
for six months with additional conditions regarding treatment.

4. Respondent has qompleted the suspension period and has

peen adhering to the conditions of that stipulation and order.

5. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her
license.
6 The State does not oppose that petition 1n light of this
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shall be null and void.

8. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document
and agrees that 1t contains the entire agreement between the
parties.

9. Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or
alcohol at the time she signs this Stipulation and Consent
Order.

10. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreement after the
opportunity to consult with legal counsel and is not being
coerced by anyone into signing this Stipulation and Consent
Order.

11. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to a contested
hearing before the Board of Nursing.

12. Respondent agrees that the order set forth below may be

entered by the Board.

ORDER
Based on the stipulation above it 1s ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as
follows:
A The Nursing Board REINSTATES Respondent's license to
practice nursing and CONDITIONS that license for a minimum

period of three (3) years commencing with the date this order

is entered by the Vermont Board of Nursing. The CONDITIONS on
Respondent's license are as follows:
(1) Lenagth of Time Conditions Imposed.
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practice in which she works at least forty (40) hours every two

(2} weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40)
hours every twol(2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.
(2) Administration of Medications,

Respondent's license is conditioned to prohibit her
from administering any medications for a period of three (3)
months. This condition may be removed only by Respondent

petitioning the Board for its removal no gooner than three (3)

n

months (during which time she works at least 40 hours every two
weeks in nursing) from the date of entry of ﬁhis Consent Order
or the date she returns to work as a nurse, whichever is later.
In petitioning the Board Respondent agrees that she must
deﬁonstrate, to the satisfactior of the Nursing Board, that she
can safely and competently administer medications. Such proof
shall include appropriate suppdrt from her treating
professzional and employer or nursing school administrator.

The removal of the prohibition against administering

medications shall not result in automatic reinstatement of all
medication privileges. Rather, the Board may gradually restore

ollowing intermediary step

h

those privileges through the (1)

(D

permission to administer nonnarcotic medications under
supervision while the prohibition on administering narcotic
medications remains in place; and (2) full permission to

administer nonnarcotic medications along with permission to

dminister narcotic medications only under supervigion.
(3) Aporoval of Changes of Treatinc Profegsional,

Respondent shall obtain prior approva



Board or its designee of all changes of treating professional.

Failure to obtain prior approval of a change of treating

D

professional may be grounds for a charge of violation of this

Consent Order.

£

{4y Completion of Counseling and Treatment Plan.

Respondent shall enter into and continue counseling

4

he treatl rofessional approved by the Board until the
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treating professional notifies the Board in writing that such

counseling 1s no longer necessary in her/his professional

opinion. Respondent shall comply with the treatment plan

approved by the Board.

{5) Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification to

Treating Professional.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation
and Consent Order to her treating professional and cause her

d, in writing and on

treating profesgional to inform the Boar
professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and

Consent Order and the treating professional's ability to comply

with the conditions related to treatment and with all other

(6) Reports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating

professional to submit to the Board evidence of satisfactory
progress with the treatment plan during the effective period of
this Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in
writing on forms issued by the Board and shall be accompanied

by a cover letter on the treating professional's pro



letterhead. The first report is due commencing the month after
the date of entry of this Consent Order and subseguent reports

are due every month thereafter.

-

Respondent shall authorize her treating
professional to provide all information reguested by the
Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally or in writing, at

any time during the period this Consent Order is in effecrt.

{7) Random Drug Testing.

Respondent shall submit to random drug and alcohol
screening at the request of the Board. Respondent shall ensure
that Respondent's treating professional or employer or both

shall administer random alcohol or drug tests as required by

screens shall be negative

=t

the Board or its designee. Al
except for drugs prescribed for her under the care of a
physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner. (See paragraph
C.(10) Drug Usé Exception) . %

. < .
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(8) Abstain from AETmims or Drug Use.
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Respondent Shallgﬁi ain completely from the
consumption of akedhel or theWuse or possession of any drugs
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Respondent shall ensure that the physician, dentist or nurse

o]
I
e
-
I
M

practitioner informs the Board, in writing and on appro
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letterhead, of kI
within one (1) week of entering into the practitioner/patient
relationship. Respondent shall inform the Board in writing of
all medications prescribed, including the name of the
prescribing pfactitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of
receiving the vrescription. The Board or its designee may
request at‘any fime that the practitioner document the
continued need for prescribed medications. Respondent shall
keep a written record of medications taken, including over the
counter drugs, and produce such record upon the request of the

Board or its designee.

(8) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews

o}

o . . .
wlth the Beocard or 1ts designee upo
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{91) Re-issue of License.

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this
Consent Order, Respondent shall submit her license to the Board

of Nursing for a re-issued license labelled "conditicned".

6]

(12% Out of State Practice/Residenc

Refore any out-of-state practice or residence can

he credited toward fulfillment of these terms and conditions,

Respondent shall first obtain approval from the Board prior to
Respondant leaving the State of Vermont If Respondent fails

to receive such approval before leaving the State, nons 0f the
time spent out-of-state will be credited toward the fuliillment



f this Consent Order.

0n
o

of the terms and condition

(10) Notification of Place ¢f Emplovment/ Personal
within five (5) days of the date of entry of this
Consent Order, Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing,

of her current place of nursing employment, personal address,
and telephone number. Respondent shall further notifyv the
Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any change

In nursing employment, personal address, or telephone number.

{14) Notification to Emplovers/Nursing School.

Respondent shall provide a copy of.this Stipulation
and Consent Order to all emplovers in any current or futurse
setting in which she practices as a nurse and inform them of
‘her conditional license status. Within ten (10) days of the
date of entry of this Consent Order or of any subseguent
employment, Respondent shall cause her immediate supervisor to

\ b - 1 reme b T eyt PP R T . R, -
write to the Board, on the employer's letterhead, acknowledging

et

receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the ability to
comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the event
Respondent is attending a nursing program, Respondent shall
provide a copy of the Stipuiation and Consent Order to tne
Program Director. Respondent shall cause the Program Director
to write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging

receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and ability of the
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onsent Order
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program to comply with the conditions in the
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Consent Order and every month thereafter, Respondent shall
cause every emplover she has worked for during the month to
submit to the Beoard an evaluation of Respondent's performance
and attendance during that month. This report shall be
submitted in writing on forms issued Dy the Board and
accompanied by a cover letter on the employver's letterhead. In
the event the Respondent attends nursing school, Respondent

sna

-
s

a

{:)J

the Program Dirsctor to submit to the Boar

0
It

1 cau

-

- e
monthly basis, a written evaluation of Respondent's performance
and aﬁtendance. This report shall be submitted in writing on
forms issued by the Board and accompanied by a cover letter on
the school's letterhead. In the event Respondent is not

employved in nursing or attending school during any month or

portion thereof, Regpondent shall submit to the Board, in

g
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g, a self-report describing other employment or

Respondent shall authorize her emplover and her

nursing school administrator to provide all information
requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally

y e . ~ —
et ey San
the period the Consent Order

o)

or in writing, at any time during
is in effect.’

(16) Practice Under Supexrvigion.

Respondent shall practice only in a setting where

she has on-site supervision for the entire shift by a
registered nurse in good standing with the Vermont Board of
Nursing
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(18) Tvpes of Emplovment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry,
travelling nurse agency, float-pool, home health care agency,
temporary employment agency or as a persocnal care provider
during the effective pefiod of this Consent Order.

(19) Prohibited Hours of Work.

£s]

egpondent shall work only the
during the effective period of this Consent Order. .Respoﬁdent
shall not work the night shift during the effeétive period of
thig Consent Order.

(20) License Renewal.

In the event Respondent's license 1s scheduled to
expire during the period this Consent Order is in effect,
Respondent shall apply for renewal of the license, pay the
therwise maintain qualifications to

applicable fee, and

O

practice nursing in the State of Vermont.

(21) Release of Information Fox

=3
n

Upon the establishment of all practitioner/patient
relationships with {1} treating orofessicnals for substance
-

abuse treatment, and with (2) treating professionals who

to Respondent, Respondent shall

investigators, and the Attornev General's Office. All

0
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its investigators and the Attorney General's O

pecifically execute a consent to disclosure
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form which meets the reguirements of 42 C.F.R. §

b
[N

.31 to permit

s
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all information regardin

«Q

-

Spondent‘s substance
abuse treatment to the Nursing Roard, its investigators, and
the Attorney General's Office. Any revocation by respondent of
such a consent to disclosure during the term of this Consent

Order shall be congidered a violarion of this Consent Order.
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Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with

this Consent Order.

(23) Violation of the Consent QOrder.
If Respondent violates the terms Qf this Consent
Order in any respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice
and an opportunity to be heard, may revoke the terms of the
conditional license and take further disciplinary action. If a
complaint or charges are filed against Respondent during the
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hall be extended until the matter is final.

<
{24y R=evaluatlion of Conditions.
In the event Respondent does not work in nursing
~within three (3) vears of the date of entry of this Consent
Order, Respondent may appear before the Board for reevaluation
of the conditions of this Consent Order
(Z5) Completion of Conditicnal License Period
Upon completion of the conditional license period,
Respondent may petition the Board to remove any and all



conditions on her license and after formal review by the Board,

Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by

=
o

appropriate Boa action. Respondent, however, must present

0]
W

proof of successful substance abuse rehabilitation and

oy

h atisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she

T
®
0n

demonstrate, to
poses no danger to the practice of nursing and that she can

safely and competently perform the duties of a registered

nurse Such ¢roof shall include cpvropriate support from her
treating professional and employer or nursing school
administrator. Furthermore, Respondent shall demonstrate, to

the Board's satisfaction, that she fully complied with all the
terms of this Consent Order.

B. Notwithstanding any provision above, Respondent must
meet all Nursing Board requirements for license renewal and

license reilnstatement.
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C. rhis pulation and Consent Order is a matter of public

record and may be reported to other licensing authorities .as

provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a) (7).
D. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remaln part of
Respondent's licensing file and mav be used for purnoses of

determining sanctions in any futUre disciplinary matter.

STATE OF VERMONT

SORELL
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ELIZABETH M. SULLIVAN

RESPONDENT

~ / ayy —~ ’) . << L7 |

« - Y v 2t AT o R ¥ / g
Dated: //é'/99~~- by k/é” : 4 )‘u://ﬁ&/\ #1 = Qu\,\,{

7] Elizabeth M. Sullivan
APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
Dated: 9@0 /Qg by: _®

[ / Chairperson

-
Date ¢i entry: pL) "é» - ‘?f
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

INRE:
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0187
License Number  26-18713 )

STIFPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

i

NCOW (ETJC)ME the State of Vermont, through Attomey General William H. Sorrell,
and Resp!ondent Elizabeth Mary Sullivan who stipulate and agree as follows:

1. The Board of Nursing has jursdiction to investigate complaints of
unprofessixonal conduct and approve consent orders pursuant i3 V.S.A, §129, and
26 V.S.A.%§§1574, 1582,

2. é%espondent is a nurse licensed by the S‘fgte of \/emjont holding license
number 2%3»1 89713

3. ?y earlier stipulation and arder dated 4/1 4/97 . Respondent admitted she
abused ccintroﬂed drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3-with codeine. She was
placed un%ier suspensicn for six months with additional conditions regarding
treatmemf

4. t;?espondent has cornpieted the suspension period and has been adhering
10 the conjditions of that stipulation and order.

5. E%espondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her license, which was
granted 1&)/6/98. Respondent petitions for modification of that 10/6/88 order,

6. The State does not opposes that the present patition in light of this

agreement and the terms and conditions it sets forth as agreed upen by the partias.

12,/09/88 049::8¢ TX/RY NO. 1624 . 002 %

PRTTAC A M o



Pt

[ 33

©

WED 09:58 FAX 802 §

28 2154 VT ATT Y GEN. OFFICE @oos
s /
; A C
! i A )
i
7. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept

the term:s;of the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire

Stipulation and Consent Order shall be null and void.
|

{ .

B. Hespondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrees thai |

pary

contains 'tjhe entire agreement between the parties’.
9. fRespondsnt is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohoi at the time
she signséthis Stipulation and Consent Order.

10! x:qespondem“ voluntarily enters ‘this agreement after the opportunity to
consult wiith legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into silgmng this
Stipula‘cior‘\ and Consent Order.

11, Respondent voluntarily walves her right to a contested hearing before the
Board of Mursing.'

12. Respondent agrees that the order set forth below may be antered by the

Board.

| ORDER

Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

A.  The Nursing Board hereby madifies its prior Order of 10/8/98 which

!
reinstated|Respondent's Jicense to practice nursing and CONDITIONED that license

far a mini{mum period of three (3) years commencing with the date of that order.

i
Time in this stipulation shall be computad based upon the date of the reinstaterment

order or 10/6/98. The CONDITIONS on Hespondent's license are now as follows:

ha
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{1 Length of Time Conditions [mposed.
The canditions shall remain in place until respondent has completad

three (3) Qears of supervised nursing practice in which she works at least farty (40)

hours every two (2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40) hours
avery two (2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.

QIZ) Administration of Medications.

{

Respondent's license is conditioned far a pericd of six (6) months to

allow her to administer nonnarcotic medications under supervision and to prohibit her

i
§

from admibisten’ng narcotic medications. This condition may be removed only by
| ,
Respondent petitioning the Board for its removal no sconer than three (3) months

{during which time she works at least 40 hours avery two weeks in nursing) from the

date of entry of this Consent Order or the date she returns to work as a nurse,

| .
whiohevar‘! is later, In petitioning the Board Raspondent agrees that she must

i

demonstre?rte} to the satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she can safely and
compe’zenjdy administer narcotic medications. Such proof shall include appropriate
|
support frci:m her treating professional and employer or nursing schoo! administrator.
The removal of the prohibition against administering narcotic mgdications

shall not result in autornatic reinstaterment of all medication privileges. Rather, the

| B
{

Board maﬁ/ gradually restore those privileges threugh the following intermediary step:

i
i

(1) permission to administer narcotic medications only under supervision.

(3)  Approval of Changes of Treating Professional.
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Respondent shall obtain prior approval from the Board orits
designes of all changes of treating professional. Fallure to obtain pricr approval of a
change of itreating professional may be grounds for a charge of viclation of this

Consent Qrder.

(1) Completion of Counseling and Treatrment Plan.

Respondent shall entsr into and continus counseling with the treating

prcfessionél approved by the Board until the freating professional notifies the Board
[ .

in writing t%at such counseling is no lenger necessary in her/his professional opinion.

Respondeht shall comply.with the treatment plan approved by the Board.

()  Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification to
\
!
[
f
|

Treating Professional,

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent
Order to her treating professional and cause her treating professional to inform the
Board, in v%«ritmg and on professianal letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and
Cansent C}frder and the treating professional‘é ability to comply with the conditions

| ‘ -
related to treatrment and with all other terms of this Consant Order.

|
(6) Reports from Treating Professional.

: Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating professional to
i

submit to the Board evidence of satisfactary progress with the treatrment plan during
|

the effective period of this Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in writing

on forms issued by the Board and shall be accompaniad by a cover letter on the

treating professional's professional letterhead. The first report is due commenacing

oY




12,0988 WED D@:57 F‘A.X:ESOE §28 2154 VT ATT™Y GEN. OFFICE @oos

- -
D e
AV R

~

the month%aﬁer the date of entry of this Consent Order and subssquent reports ars
due every Tmonth thereafier.

| Respondent shall autharize her treating professional to pravide all
informeation requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally or in writing,

at any time during the period this Consent QOrder is in eifect.

(E?) Randam Drug Testing.
| Respcndenjshaﬂ submit to random drug and alcohol screening at
the request of the Board. Respondent shall ensure that Respondent's treating
profession;&zl or employer or both shall administer random drug testz as required by
the Board ior its designee. All screens shall be negative axcept for drugs prescribed
l

for her uncfer the care of a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner. (See paragraph

A3) DrugEUse Exceptian).

(8)  Abstain from Drug Uss.
‘ Respondent shall abstain completely from the use or possession of
any drugs with the exception of prescribed medications as outlined in paragraph

AL9).

(S) Drug Use Exception,
; Respondent may take medications lawiully preascribed for a bona fide
iliness or cjond'rtion by a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner whose identity shail
: ‘
be made kf“cown to the Board in writing by Respondent within forty-eight (48) hours of
the eaabliéhment of the practitioner/patient rélatfom:hip. Respondent shall ensure
that the physician, dentist or nurse practitioner informs the Board, in writing and on

appropriate letterhead. of knowledge of Respondent's chemical dependency within

&)

-
ra
<
o
o
&)
o)
w
o
[2¢)
=]
Lt
wx
e
Z
@n)
[$)
o]
N
v
>
[
o




1240898

WED 09:58 FAT 802 828 2154 YT ATT™Y GBN.

jog
3
[
E
Bl
<
<
~1

Iy

i

ona (1) waek of entering into the'p}aotnioner/éatient relationship. Respondent shall
inform the%Board In writing of all medications prescribed, Including the name of the
prescribiné practitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the prascription.
The B@ardg ar its designee may request at :ny time that the practitioner document the
continued jneed for prescribed medications. éespondem shall keep a written record
of medicétéions taken, including over the counter drugs, and producs such record
upon the réaquest of the Board or its designea.

i
(10)  Interview with the Board or its designes.

_ Respondent shall appear in pferson for interviews with the Board or
i .
its designe}s upon request.

(1i1) Out of State Practice/Residence.
!
Befare any out-of-state praoﬂm or residence can be credited foward

fulfilimant qf these terms and canditions, Respondent shall first obtain approval from
J

the Board prior to Respondent lgaving the St@te of Vermont. If Respondent fails to

receive suéh approval before leaving the State, nane of the time spent out-of-state

I
will be c; eduted foward the fulfiiment of the terms and conditions of this Consent

Order.

(’1§2) Notification of Place of EJﬂD%dyment/Persona} Address/T elephona

i

| Number.

Within five (B) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,

Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing, of her currant place of nursing

employmem}t, parsonal addrass, and telephone number. Respondent shall furthe

14/08/88 09:39 TX/RX NO.16524 P.007 i
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notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any change in nursing

employment, personal address, or telephone number.

i

(313) Notification to Emplaovers/Nursing Schoal.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Cansent

Order to alt employers In any current or future setfting in which she practices as a

nurse and inform them of her conditional Iicedse status. Within ten (10) days of the
date of en"fr%ry of this Consent Order or of anyséubsequent employment, Respondent
shall causaEe her immediate supervisor to write to the Board, on the enﬂp!oyeﬁs
}etterheadé acknowledging recaipt of the Stipulatiom and Consent Order and the
ability to cc;amp!y with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the svent Respandent
is vaﬁendimi; a nursing program, Respondent shall provide a copy of the Stipulation
and Consexjm Order to the Program Director. ‘Respondent shall cause the Program
Rirector toiwrﬁe to the Board, on schaol letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the
Stipulation;and Consent Qrder and ability of the program to comply with the
conditions }n the Consent Order during clinical experience.

HA) Reports from Emplovers/Nursing School
!

Within one (1) month of the date of entry of this Consent Grder and
svery manﬁgh thereafter, Respondent shall cause svery employer she has worked for
during the Emonth to submit to the Board an evaluation of Raspondent's performance
and attendf?:mce during that month. This report shall be submitied in v«xr%tmg on forms

issued by the Board and accompanied by a cover letter on the employers lsttzrhaad.

In the event the Respandent attends nursing school, Hespondent shall cause the

2/09/98 08389 TX/RX NO.1824 P.008 ?ﬁ'
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Program Director te submit to the Board, on a vmonthiy basis, a written evaluation of
Responde}nt‘s parformance and atiendance. This report shall be submitted in wrting
on forms i%ssued by the Board and accompanled by a cover letter on the schoal's
lenerhead; In the event Respondent Is not employed in nursing or attending schoal
during any month or portion thereef, Hespondént shall submit to the Board, in writing,
a seh‘—repoﬁ'rt dascribing other employmert or activities.

* Respondent shall authoriz:.—‘é hé'r employer and har nursing schoaol
admin istr‘a;or 1o pronde all information requesiéd by the Nursing Board, or its

designee, eithar orally or in writing, at any time during the period the Consent Order

is in effect.

(iS) FPractice Under Supervision.
‘ Respondent shall practice only in a setling where she has on-site

supervisioﬁ for the entire shift by a registered nurse in good standing with the
|
Vermont Board of Nursing.

(18)  Prohibited Duties.
| Respondent shall not work as a Charge Nurse,

(17)  Types of Emplovment Prohibited.

i Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry, travelling nurse
!
agency, ﬂoéﬂpool, homea health care agency, ternporary employment agency or as

personal care provider during the effective period of this Consent Order.

(18) Frohibiied Hours of Work,
Raspondent shall work only the day or evening shift during the

sffective period of this Consent Order. Respondent

&
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shall not work the night shift during the effective period of this Gonsent Order,
b

(19) Licsnse Renewal,
f In the evant Respondent's Jicénse Is scheduled to expire during the
period thl% Consant Order s in effect, Resp'o'nciiem shall apply for renewal of the
- license, pzi;y the applicable fee, and otherwise maintain qualifications to practics

nursing in Z‘the State of Vermont.

| |
(20) Release of Information Formns.

Upen the establishment of all practitioner/patient relationships with
(1) treating professionals for substance abuse treatment, and with (2) treating

|

pmf@ssioné!s who prescribe any medication to Respondent, Respondert shall

exacute all release of information forms which are necessary to authorize those

practitioners to release information described in this Consent Order to the Board of
|

Nursing, its investigators, and the Attomey General's Office. All information
! .

disclosed ‘(:‘;a the Board shall be made available to its investigators and the Attomey
General's @fﬁca Respondeaent shall specﬁ!cé!!y gxacuie & consant fo disclosure form

which mee‘(:s the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.31 to permit disciosure of all

information regarding respondent's substance abuse treatment to the MNursing Board,

its inveshgalors, and the Attorney General's Office. Any revocation by respondent of
|
| N v 1
such a consent fo disciesure during the termm of this Consent Order shall be
considerada violation of this Consent Order.

(21)  Costs.
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Raspondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent

Order.

i

(23) Violation of the Consent Order,

If Respondent violates the terms of this Consent Order in any
raspect, ’Lhie Board, after giving Respondent notice and an opportunity to be heard,
| ;

may revoké the terms of the conditlonal license and take 'further disciplinary action. If
t
cmmpfaxﬁn or charges ars filed against Respondent durmg the termm of this Consant

Order, the condmonal license perod shall be exdended untl l the matter is final.
!
(23) Reevaluation of Conditions.

in the event Respondent does not work in nursing within three (3)
yaars of th{s date of entry of this Consent Order, HRespondent may appear before the
Board for reevaluation of the conditions of this Consent Qrder.

i .
(24) Completion of Conditional License Period,

|
i

| Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may
petition theiBoard to remoﬁe any and all conditions on herlicense and after formal
review by ﬂ%e Board, Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by
appmpriateé Board action. Respondert, however, must presem proof of successful
substance s;zbuse rehabilitation and demonstrats, 0 the satisfaction of the Nursing
Board, that ;she peses no danger (o the prachce of nursing and that she can safaly
and compet;ent!y perform the duties of a registered nurse. Such proaf shall include

appropriate support from her treating perDQSIOﬂz«I and employer or nursing schoal
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administrator. Furthermore,' Respondent shall demonstrate, 1o the Board's
satisfaction, that she fully complied with all the terms of this Consent Order.

B. I;\Joth'thstanding any provision above, Respondent must meet all Nursing
Board reqiuiremems tor license renewal and license reinstatemeant.

C. ’}“hfs Stipulation and Consent Orderis a rﬁatter of public record and may be
reported tci‘; other licensing authoritizs as provided In 3 V.8.A. §129(a)(7).

. “fhis Stipulation and Gonsent Order will rermain part of Respondent's
licensing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future

disciplinary matter.

STATE OF VERMONT

MITTBAM H. SORRELL
' ATTONEYGENE@“

Daied:

\\\\\

fi// &

S f Senjor Assistant /i
‘ ’ Attormey General gf

ELIZABETH M. SULLIVAN
HESPONDENT

natea: 1 JO-FE by ?i&ed%m S 4livor

\Blizabeth M. Sullivan

APPROVEb AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOQARD OF NURSING

N COh o : P i N
Dated «( i A J ‘// ( By T A doALL ( e
e Chairperson
o -
Date of entry: 7 /5 —+
19
12709798 08:58 TX/RX NC.1624 P.O12
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STATE OF VERMONT

I

|

“ BOARD OF NURSING

\1 IN RE: ) :

\! Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197

License Number  26-19713 )

H SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

| 1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of

\i unprofessional conduct and to conduct hearings pursuant to 3 V.S5.A. §129, arjd 26
\\ V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

\H 2. Respondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding license
H number 26-19713. That license has currently been allowed to lapse.

\\ 3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97, Respondent admitted she
H abused controlled drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3 with codeine. She was

\’1 placed under suspension for six months with additional conditions regarding
|
|

4. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her license, which was
granted 10/6/98. Respondent petitioned for modification of that 10/6/98 which was
granted by order of December 15, 1998. Respondent again petitioned for a
modification on January 29, 1999. This has not been acted upon.

-

5. Respondent has not notified the Board or its designee that she has

| Paragraph A. (3).




Office of the
ATTORMEY
GENERAL
109 State Street
Niontpelier, VT
05604

6. Pursuant to Paragraph A. (8) of that order, Respondent was to cause
reports to be submitted on a m‘onthiy basis from her treating professional. A report
was recsived dated December 27, 1998 and one received dated April 9,1999. These
reports indicate a lack of cooperation with the treating professional in scheduling
appointments and arranging for urine samples.

7. Respondent has failed to abide by the terms of Paragraph A. (7) of her

conditions regarding drug testing.

8. Respondent has failed to renew her license as directed in Paragraph A.
(19).
9. Respondent has failed to provide releases as requested by the Board's

designee as required by paragraph A. (20).

10. By the conduct désoribed in paragraphs 3 through 9 above, respondent has
violated the express terms of the 12/15/980rder of this Board. Additionally,
respondent has thereby violated 3 V.S.A. §129a (a)(4)(violating a Board order).

WHEREFORE the nursing license of Elizabeth Mary Sullivan should be

revoked, suspended, reprimanded, conditioned, or otherwise disciplined.

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORRELL
TTQRNEY GENERAR

5

‘ﬁj;r y
e

Robert W. Gagnon Kg

Senior Assistant Atto

Z/ eneral




OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
VERMONT STATE BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: Elizabeth M. Sullivan )
Case File No. NU33-0197 ) DEFAULT ORDER

License No. 26-19713

Introduction

The Board of Nursing held a default hearing in the above matter on September 13,
1999 at 81 River Street in Montpelier, Vermont. Board members Margaret Luce, Linda Rice,
Iouise Hamilton, Susan Farrell, Catherine McGeg, Louise Lamphere and Raymond Phillips
participated in the decision. Semiur Assistant Attorney General Robert Gagnon appeared for
the State. Neither the Respondent nor her atforney attended the hearing.

Upoﬁ hearing the State’s presentation, the Board granted the State’s Motion for Default
Judgment. The allegations contained in the State’s specification of charges dated July 2, 1999

(copy attached) are therefore treated as the facts on which the Board’s order is based.

Conclusions of Law

The Respondent has received adequate notice of the charges against her as indicated by
the Board’s file and the Attorney General’s presentation. Because the Respondent has failed to
answer the charges against her, the State’s factual allegations are treated as if proved.
Accordingly, the Board finds, in a default hearing held pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §809(d), that the
Respondent has engaged in the unprofessional conduct alleged in the State’s specification of
charges. ‘

Order

In accordance with the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, the license of the
Respondent, Elizabeth M. Sullivan, is hereby SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY, effective as of
the date of entry of this Order, below.

[4} p— . —



Appeal Rights

This is a final administrative determination by the Vermont State Board of Nursing.
You may appeal by sending a notice of appeal in writing to the Director of the Office of
Professional Regulation within 30 days of the date of entry of this order. If you wish to
request a stay of the Board’s decision, please refer to the attached stay instructions.

. ;A - ,
By: P{f{ (o2 p? o //// Date: | ‘;,,!'(; Aelperenzi /7/ /C/\(/\Q
= 7 T / 7
Susan Farrell
Chair

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGUEALON

DATE OF ENTRY: Y-23-95
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|
| \\ STATE OF VERMONT

| INRE:

1\ ) ,

H Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197

1 License Number ~ 26-18713 )

|
\1 SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

H

|

a

1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of

unprofessional conduct and to conduct hearings pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26
V.S.A. §§1574, 15682.

2. Respondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding license
number 26-19713. That license has currently been allowed 10 lapse.

3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97, Respondent admitted she
abused controlled drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3 with codeine. She was

placed under suspension for six months with additional conditions regarding

freatment.

4. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her license, which was
granted 10/6/98. Respondent petitioned for modification of that 10/6/98 which was
granted by order of December 15, 1998. Respondent again petitioned for a

modification on January 29, 18€9. This has not been acted upon.

|
|
|
|
1
{
|

}

-

RS Respondent has not notified the Board or its designee that she has

|| changed treating professionals.. Her treating professional has reported he was

! . .

| .

*‘ replaced. Respondent did this without notice to or securing prior approval of the
\

Board. Thisisin violation of the terms and conditions of her license, Order 12/15/98

l
’.
|
i
|
|
|

Pafagraph A(3).
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|

‘%: 6. Pursuant to Paragraph A. (6) of that order, Respondent was 10 cause

H reports to be submitted on a moninhly basis from her treating professional. A report
was received dated December 27, 1898 and one received dated April 9,1999. These
reports indicate a lack of cooperation with the treating professional in scheduling

‘? appointments and arranging for urine samples.

7. Respondent has failed to abide by the terms of Paragraph A. (7) of her

conditions regarding drug testing.

\ .

T Respondent has failed to renew her license as directed in Paragraph A.
|

| 091

\ 9. Respondent has failed to provide releases as requested by the Board's

|| designee as required by paragraph A. (20).

violated the express terms of the 12/15/980rder of this Board. Additionally,

I
\\ 10. By the conduct described in paragraphs 3 through 9 above, respondent has
|
l
|
\ respondent has thereby violated 3 V.S.A. §129a (a)(4)(violating a Board order).
K

1 VHEREFORE the nursing license of Elizabeth Mary Sullivan s

revoked, suspended, reprimanded, conditioned, or otherwise disciplined.

STATE OF VERMONT

|
|
|
\ XAM H. SORRELL

o ¥

Robert W. Gagnon
Senior Assistant Atiofmey General




LeSOCIATES IN ADULT MEDICINE

May 23, 2003

Anita Risteau

Vt. State Board of Nursing
81 River St.

Montpelier, VT 05605

- Rer Elizabeth Wolfe

Dear Ms. Risteau:

Elizabeth Wolfe has been a patient of mine for many years. As you know, she has had trouble
With narcotics in 1998 and lost her license to practice nursing. She had difficulty at that time
following up on the requirements in written communication and lost her license finally in 1999.

Since that time, she has done well. She has not had any history of recurrent narcotic use. She
has had problems with mental health and a bipolar illness requiring hospitalization. She has
been doing extraordinarily well for the last year. Sheis ready to take on new nursing
responsibilities if the Board of Nursing would find in her behavior. She is established ina good
mental health relationship with ongoing counseling and follows up regularly with her
appointments here.

She clearly is ready to take on nursing responsibilities again. Sheis well aware of the risk of
relapse, well aware of the risk of her mental health and has established good judgment and
planning for that return. She understands that she should take on part-time nursing duties rather
than full time, continuing in counseling and continuing with regular follow-up care.

She has developed an excellent life plan that has been well discussed and thought through. She
clearly has demonstrated excellent judgment in all of those undertakings. ‘

1t is my professional opinion that the Vermont State Board of Nursing should re-institute

Elizabeth Wolfe’s license to practice nursing. I would be glad to discuss this further at your
convenience.

Sincerel

ter G.S. Gunther, M.D.

fed o
cc: Elizabeth Wolfe 248 Quarry Hill Rd. #77 So. Burlington, VT 05403

r"\77‘/'\(.‘. HAME ANT -~

I~
\

4 e b nuelinator Vermont 05407 Te! 807.856C. 14«



VERMONT SECRETARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
BOARD OF NURSING

In re: Elizabeth Wolf  }
License No. 026-0019713 } Docket No. NU 33-0197

FINDINGS OF FACT
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW & ORDER

Introduction:

On 13 November 2006, this matter came before the Vermont Board of Nursing on
a petition submitted by Elizabeth Wolf.

Petitioner seeks reversal of a preliminary denial of her request for 2 modification
of the conditions on her Vermont RN license. The conditions on the Petitioner’s license
are the result of a “Stipulation and Consent Order” (“Order”) entered 23 September 2003.

Board members Susan O. Farrell, Chairperson, Ellen Leff, Donarac Metcalf,
Sandra Norton, Linda Rice, Laurey M. Tyo, DeAnn Welch and Alan Weiss participated
in the hearing of this matter. The Petitioner appeared on her own behalf. Board counsel
Kevin F. Leahy presided.

Findings of Fact &
Conclusions of Law:

The Petitioner initially sought to have her license reinstated without conditions or
with modifications via a petition made on 23 August 2006. A review committee of the
Board preliminarily denied the request. As stated in a letter to the Petitioner dated 12
October 2006, the review committee denied the request due to the lack of professional
hours worked by the Petitioner during the time Petitioner’s license has been conditioned.
This appeal followed.

A Petitioner bears the burden of proof. 3 V.S.A. § 129(e). It is therefore
incumbent upon the Petitioner to demonstrate to the Board that she has met the conditions
set forth in the 2003 Order, which is the basis for the license conditions she seeks to have
removed.

The Board reviewed and considered the evidence presented at the hearing by the
Petitioner, which included her testimony. Petitioner explained the reasons why she had
been unable to meet the hourly requirements set forth in the prior Order. However, it is
the Board’s view that further time working under conditions, particularly obtaining
employer reports and taking random drug screens, is necessary before it can consider
lifting the license conditions. The Order, at €19, requires the Petitioner to make several
affirmative showings to the Board prior to having conditions removed. Without a



significant history of employer reports and random drug/alcohol screens, the Board is
unable to make an informed judgment about the ultimate question of whether Petitioner
can safely practice without license conditions. The Board understands that several years
have elapsed since Petitioner successfully began her recovery. The passage of time,
however, is but one factor the Board must consider. Meeting the other requirements of
the 2003 Order are important to the Board as well.

The conditions on Petitioner’s license shall therefore remain in place until Ms.
Wolf can satisfactorily show, in accordance with 9 19 of the Order currently governing
the practice of her profession, that the she has fulfilled all license conditions.

ORDER

The review committee decision to deny full reinstatement of Petitioner’s license is
AFFIRMED, and Petitioner’s request to have her license reinstated without conditions; or
in the alternative to modify the 2003 Order, is DENIED. :

Vermont Board of Nursing:

o) .
/ - ) .S . p ’4"’" -
By: 94,’_,/{"“35:’ v\&.../ /Q‘ /‘:‘;}\‘ A AL éﬁ Date: QEQ{" L é{:& . / S/ /’%O é

‘Susan O. Farrell, RN, Chairperson

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

DATE OF ENTRY: /,;z/ / ?l/ O (o




APPEAL RIGHTS
This is a final administrative determination by the Vermont Board of Nursing.

A party aggrieved by a final decision of a Board may appeal the decision by filing
a written Notice of Appeal with the Director of the Office of Professional Regulation,
Vermont Secretary of State, 26 Terrace Street, Montpelier, Vermont 05609-1101 within
30 days of the entry of the order.

If an appeal is filed, the Director of the Office of Professional Regulation shall
assign the case to an appellate officer. The review shall be conducted on the basis of the
record created before the board. In cases of alleged irregularities in procedure before the
board, not shown in the record, proof on that issue may be taken by the appellate officer.
3 V.S.A. §§ 129(d) and 130a.

To request a stay of the Board's decision, please refer to the attached stay
instructions.



STATE OF VERMONT

Prosecuting Attorney
Office of
Professional Regulation
Montpelier, VT 05602

STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: )
ELIZABETH SULLIVAN WOLF ) Docket No. NU 33-0197
License No: 026-0019713 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermont, through State Prosecuting
Attorney, Edward G. Adrian, and Respondent Elizabeth Sullivan Wolf, who
stipulate and agree as follows:

Board Authority

1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of
unprofessional conduct and approve consent orders pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
§§129 and 129a, and 26 V.S.A. §§1574 and 1582.
2. Having a mental, emotional or physical disability, the nature of which

interferes with the ability to practice nursing competently is unprofessional

‘conduct and is a basis upon which the Board can impose discipﬂlinary action.

26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(6).
3. Being unable to practice the profession of nursing competently by reason
of any cause is unprofessional conduct and is a basis on which the Board can
impose disciplinary action. 26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(3).

Facts

4. At all times relevant to these charges, the Respondent (whose address is




STATE OF VERMONT

Prosecuting Atftorney

Office of
Professional Regulation
Montpelier, VT 05602

listed in the database of the Office of Professional Regulation as 248 Quarry
Hill Rd. #77, So. Burlington, VT 05403) was a Registered Nurse holding
license number 026-0019713.

5. Respondent’s license was originally issued on August 29, 1990 and
Respondent’s license is currently suspended due to a Board Order entered on
April 14, 1997. The discipline was based on substance abuse problems.

6. The Respondent petitioned the Board in 1998 for reinstatement of her

license, which was granted by Stipulation and Consent Order entered on

| October 6, 1998, which reinstated her license with muitiple conditions on

Respondent’s ability to practice nursing. (Attached as Exhibit A)

7. Modifications to those conditions were granted by Stipulation and Consent

Order entered on December 15, 1998, however, the majority of conditions
remained on her license. (Attached as Exhibit B)

8. Respondent was charged with violating the above conditions by the State

‘in its Specification of Charges dated July 2, 1999. (Attached as Exhibit C)

9. Respondent did not respond to the charges and the Board entered a

Default Order on September 23, 1999 which suspended Respondent’s license

‘indefinitely. (Attached as Exhibit D)

10. In January 2000, Respondent requested that her license be reinstated.
11. The request was preliminarily denied by letter dated February 1, 2000
based on insufﬁbient time having passed to show that the Respondent’s
current rehabilitation efforts have been successful and would allow

Respondent to safely return to the practice of nursing.




STATE OF VERMONT

Prosecuting Attorney
Office of
Professional Regulation
Montpelier, VT 05602

12. The Respondent, by letter dated February 7, 2000, requested a hearing
before the Board to review its preliminary decision.
13. The Board denied the Respondent’s reinstatement due to there being an
insufficient track record for the Board to be assured that the Respondent was
ready to safely return to nursing.
14. The Board ordered that the Respondent would not be able to apply for
reinstatement until a minimum of six months had passed from the date of
entry of the Order, April 4, 2000.
15. Respondent, by letter dated May 25, 2003, requested that her nursing
license be reviewed for reinstatement.
16. Respondent’s treating medical doctor submitted a letter dated May 23,
2003, setting forth that in his professional opinion that the Board should
consider reinstating the Respondent. (Attached as Exhibit E)
17. Respondent has recently had an independent evaluation performed by a
licensed Drug and Alcohol Counselor approved by the Board.
18. While Respondent is competent and qualified to return to the practice of
nursing, Respondent still requires monitoring regarding her mental health
issues and her recent drug addiction.
19. The Respondent agrees that the conditions below are necessary for her
to return to the practice.

Understandings
A. Respondent admits the facts above are true and that the conditions below

are necessary to protect the public.
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Prosecuting Attorney
Office of
Professional Regulation
Montpelier, VT 05602

B. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept
the terms of the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire
Stipulation and Consent Order shall be null and void.

C. Respondent specifically waives any claims that any disclosures made to
the full Board during its review of this agreement have prejudiced her rights to
a fair and impartial hearing in future hearings if this agreement is not accepted
by the Board.

D. Respondent has-read and reviewed this entire document and agrees that
it contains the entire agréement between the parties.

E. Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohol at the time
she signs this Stipulation and Consent Order.

F. Respondent voluntarily entérs into this agreement after the opportunity to
consult with legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this
Stipulation and Consent Order.

G. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to charges and a contested

/ hearing before the Board of Nursing.

H. Respondent agrees that the order set forth below may be entered by the
Board.

ORDER
Based on the Stipulation above, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

I.  Respondent admits that she requires the following conditions to protect the

| public.

J. Based on the above Stipulation and the Findings and Conclusions of this




STATE OF VERMONT

Prosecuting Attorney
Office of
Professional Regulation
Montpelier, VT 05602

Board, it is ORDERED that CONDITIONS shall be imposed on any license to
practice nursing issued to Respondent and the conditions shall remain FOR A
MINIMUM PERIOD OF THREE (3) YEARS from the date of entry of this
Order. The conditions are as foliows:

(1) License to be labeled “Conditioned”.

Any license issued to the Respondent by this Board shall be labeled
"Conditioned".

(2) Length of Time Conditions Imposed.

The conditions shall remain in place until Respondent has completed all
conditions ordered. Respondent shall be subject to the conditions until
Respondent completes three (3) years of supervised nursing practice in which'
she works at least forty (40) hours every two (2) weeks as a nurse. Parttime
hours of less than fcﬁy (40) hours every two (2) weeks shall be credited on a
prorated basis. Respondent shall be prohibited from working more than forty-
eight (48) hours per week. |

(3) Completion of Counseling and Treatment Plan.

Respondent shall enter into and continue counseling with a treating
professional approved by the Board until the treating professional shall certify
in writing to the Nursing Board that such counseling is no longer necessary.

Respondent shall enter into and comply with the treatment plan approved by

the Board and the treating professional.

if the Board (1) does not approve the treating professional presented to

the Board for approval or (2) does not approve the treatment plan presented to
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the vBoard for review and approval, Respondent must submit another treating
professional and/or treatment plan for the Board's approval prior to the next
regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board. If Respondent fails to
comply with this paragraph or the Board should again reject the proposed
treating professional or treatment plan, Respondent shall be deemed to have
violated this Consent Order.

(4) Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification to Treating Professional.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent Order to
her treating professional and cause her treating professional to inform the
Board, in writing and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation
and Consent Order and the treating professional's ability to comply with the
conditions related to treatment and with all other terms of this Consent Order.

(5) Reports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating professional to submit
to the Board evidence of satisfactory progress with the treatment plan during
the effective period of this Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in
writing on forms issued by the Board. The first report is due commencing the
montﬁ after the date of entry of this Consent Order and subsequent reports
are due every month thereafter.

Respondent shall authorize her treating professional to provide all
information requested by the Nursing Board, either orally or in writing, at any
time during the period this Consent Order is in effect.

(6) Abstain from Drug Use.
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Respondent shall abstain completely from the use or possession of any
drugs with the exception of prescribed medications as outlined in paragraph
(7) for the period of time described in paragraph (J).

(7) Drug Use Exception.

Respondent shall not take controlled substances unless necessary.
Respondent may take scheduled/controlled medications lawfully prescribed for
a bona fide illness or condition by a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner
whose identity shall be made known to the Board in writing by Respondent
within forty-eight (48) hours of the establishment of the practitioner/patient
relationship. Respondent shall ensure that the physician, dentist or nurse
practitioner informs the Board, in writing and on appropriate letterhead, of
knowledge of Respondent’s substance abuse issue(s) within one (1) week of
entering into the practitioner/patient relationship. Respondent shall inform the
Board in writing of all scheduled/controlled medicationé prescribed, including
the name of the prescribing practitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of
receiving the prescription.‘

The Board or its designee may request at ahy time that the practitioner
document the continued necessity for the prescribed scheduled/controlled
medications if the term exceeds 14 days. This includes medications to be
administered as necessary. It is not anticipated that Respondent would be
prescribed scheduled/controlled medication, during the term of this Consent
Order, for a period greater than 14 days, but if so, then the conditions herein

may be revoked by the Board.
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Respondent shall keep a written record of all medications taken, including
over the counter drugs, and produce such record upon the request of the
Board or its designee.

(8) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or its
designee upon request.

(9) Administration of Medications.

Respondent is prohibited from administering any controlled substances.
This condition may be removed only by the Respondent filing a petition with
the Board after she has worked as nurse for twelve (12) weeks or at least 40
hours work every two weeks (or the part time equivalent) after the entry date of
this Order.

[n any such petition, the Respondent must demonstrate, to the satisfaction
of the Nursing Board, that she can safely and competently administer such
medications. In any such petition, the Respondent must include appropriate
support from her treating professional and employer or nursing school
administrator and a description of the documentation and inventory control
procedures in place.

The removal of this prohibition shall not automatically result in the
reinstatement of all medication privileges. The Board may gradually restore
those privileges through whatever intermediary steps it determines are

appropriate.

.
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(10) Types of Employment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry, traveling nurse agenéy,
float-pool, home health care agency, temporary nursing employment agency,
or as a personal care provider during the effective period of this Consent
Order.

(11) Prohibited Duties.

Respondent shall be prohibited from being a Charge Nurse during the
effective period of the Consent Order. Respondent shall be prohibited from
working the night shift during the effective period of the Consent Order.
Respondent shall not work more than forty-eight (48) hours per week.

(12) Out of State Practice/Residence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can be credited toward
fulfillment of these terms and conditions, Respondent shall first obtain
approval from the Board prior to Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If
Respondent fails to receive such approval before leaving the State, none of
the time spent out-of-state will be credited toward the fulfillment of the terms
and conditions éf this Consent Order. The Board will approve out-of-state

practice so long as the Respondent can still comply with the provisions of this

.| Consent Order.

(13) Notification of Place of Employment/ Personal Address/Telephone

Number.
Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,

Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing, of her current place of nursing
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employment, personal address, and telephone number. Respondent shall
further notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any change
in nursing employment, personal address, or telephone number. Respondent
shall provide a copy of this Consent Order to all employers, current and future,
and shall inform them of the conditional status of her license.

(14) Random Drug Testing.

Respondent shall submit to’random drug screening at the request of the
Board. Respondent shall designate a person, who has been approved by the
Board, to administer the random drug screens. All testing shall be done on an
unannounced basis and shall be analyzed by a lab qualified to analyze
samples for forensic purposes. All urine specimens collected for tests shall be
collected in an observed setting.

(15) License Renewal.

If the Respondent's license expires while this Order is still in effect, this
Order does not automatically extend the license. In that situation, in order to
continue to practice nursing, the Respondent must timely apply for renewal,
pay the applicable fee and demonstrate that she has otherwise complied with
the requirementé for license renewal.

(16) Release of Information Forms.

[n fuffilling the conditions of this Order which require the Respondent to
authorize various persons to report information or to discuss the Respondent
with the Board, the Respondent must execute a consent to disclose form

which meets the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.31. The authorization must

10




STATE OF VERMONT

Prosecuting Attorney
Office of
Professional Regulation
Montpelier, VT 05602

aﬂéw the information to also be provided to the Office of Professional
Regulation investigators. Any revocation by The Respondent of such a
consent to disclosure during the term of this Order shall be considered a
violation of this Order.
(17) Costs.

The Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent
Order.

(18) Violation of this Order.

If the Respondent violates the terms of this Order in any respect, the
Board, after giving the Respéndent notice and an opportunity to be heard, may
rescind or modify this Order and impose additional appropriate disciplinary
actions. If a complaint of unprofessional conduct is made against the
Respondent during the term of this Order, this Order shall be automatically
extended until the unprofessional conduct matter is concluded.

(19) Completion of Conditional License Period.

After the conditional license périod, the Respondent may petition the
Board to remove any and all conditions on her license. The Respondent must
present proof that she has fully complied with the terms of this Order. The
Respondent must also present proof of successful mental health and
substance abuse rehabilitation and she must demonstrate, to the satisfaction
of the Nursing Board, that she poses no danger to the public or the practice of
nursing and that she.can safely and competently perform the duties of a

Registered Nurse.

11




STATE OF VERMONT

Prosecuting Attorney
Office of
Professional Regulation
Montpelier, VT 05602

K. Notwithstanding any provision above, The Respondent must continue to
meet all Nursing Board requirementé for maintaining a license, license renewal
and license reinstatement. -

L. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may
be reported to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a).

M. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent’s
licensing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any
future disciplinary matter.

AGREED TO: STATE OF VERMONT
’ SECRETARY OF STATE P

Dated: 5{/}_/03 By: Edwrﬁ’c/; ’;\ ‘r) //
l / Staﬁaa Proséﬁdﬁngﬁomey

ELIZABETH SULLIVAN WOLF
RESPONDENT

Dated g/ s2 /02 7 lee Nt WU}@*

Elizabeth Sullivan Wolf

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

ated:_Jugte. 22,0003 sy e el

Chalrperson
Date of Entry: 9/7 //‘\_3

nu.wolf.stip
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Edward Adrian, Esq.
eadrian@sec.state.vt.us
802 828-1217

9 Baldwin Street
Montpelier, VT 05609-1106
Fax: 802 828-2389 Robert Backus, Esq.
rbackus@sec.state.vt.us
802 828-1218

Paralegal

State of Vermont 428.1210

Secretary of State’ s Office
Office of Professional Regulation
Prosecuting Attorneys

September 10, 2003

Ms. Elizabeth Wolf

248 Quarry Hill Road

Unit # 77

South Burlington, Vermont 05403

Re: Amendment to Stipulation and Consent Order
Dear Ms. Wolf:
Thank you for bringing to my attention a typographical error located within the

Stipulation and Consent Order signed by you on August 29, 2003. The first paragraph under (9)
Administration of Medications should read as follows:

Respondent is prohibited from administering any controlled substances. This
condition may be removed only by the Respondent filing a petition with the Board
after she has worked as a nurse for twelve (12) weeks or of at least 40 hours work
every two weeks (or the part time equivalent) after the entry date of this Order.

I have included signature blocks below. Please sign and return the ori ginal of this letter to me
before September 19, 2003.

STATE OF VERMONT ELIZABETH SULLIVAN WOLF
SECRETARY OF STATE RESPONDENT
/ﬂ%&%f\ % /»/ /
1zabeth&3u llivan Wolf é ﬁ
APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: . VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
g i( A2, ,JGF_@.MA‘——% /7 < Q—VQJ/O;?77
Chairperson

cc: Anita Ristau, Unit Administrator
NUO032.cor.wpd



STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: )
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197
License Number 26-19713 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION
NOW COME the State of Vermont, through Attorney General
William H. Sorrell, and Respondent Elizabeth Mary Sullivan whc

stipulat

Y

@
W

nd agree as follows:

1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate
complaints of unprofessional conduct and approve consent orders
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

2. Respondent is a nurse licensed Dy the State of Vermont
holding license number 26-19713.

3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97,
Respondent admitted she abused controlled drugs, specifically
acetaminophen 43 with codeine. She was placed under suspension
for gix months with additional conditions regarding treatment.

4. Reépondent has completed the suspension period and has

been adhering to the conditions of that stipulation and order.

5. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her
license.
6. ~ The State does not oppose that petition in light of this

agreement and the terms and conditions it sets forth as agreed
upon by the parties.

7. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must
review and accept the terms of the Consent Order. If the Board

rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation and Consent Order

ﬁ/ﬁf&f HmAr A



shall be null and void.

8. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document
and agrees that i1t contains the entire agreement between the
parties.

9. Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or
alcohol at the time she signs this Stipulation and Consent
Order.

10. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreement after the
opportunity to consult with legal counsel and is not being
coerced by anyohe into signing thiz Stipulation and Consent
Crder. |

11. Respondent voluntarily walves her right to a contested
hearing before the Board of Nursing.

12. Respondent égrees that the order set forth below may be

entered by the Board.

ORDER
Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as
follows:

A The Nursing Board REINSTATES Respondent's license to
practice nursing and CONDITIONS that license for a minimum
period of three (3) years commencing with the date this order
is entered by the Vermont Board of Nursing. The CONDITIONS on

Respondent's license are as follows:

(1) Length of Time Conditions Imposed.

The conditions shall remain in place until

respondent has completed three (3) years of supervised nursing



practice in which she works at least forty (40) hours every two
(2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40)
hours every two(2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.

(2) Administration of Medications.

Respondent's license 1is conditiéned to prohibit her
from administering any medications for a period of three (3)
months. This condition may be removed only by Respondent
petitioning the Boa:d for its removal no sooner than thrée (3)
months (during which time she works at 1éast 4C hours every two
weeks in nursing) from the date of entry ot this Consent Order
or the date she returns to work as a nurse, whichever is later.
In petitioning the Board Respondent agrees that she must
deﬁonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she
can safely and competently administer medications. Such proot
shall include appropriate suppoert from her treating
professional and employer or nursing school administrator.
The removal of the prohibition against administering
medications shall not result in automatic reinstatement of all
medicaﬁion privileges. Rather, the Board may gradually restore

- -

those privileges through the fol

€

lowing intermediary teps; (1)
permission to administer nonnarcotic medications under |
supervision while the prohibition on administering narcotic
medications remains in place; and (2) full permission to
administer nonnarcotic medications along with permission to

administer narcotic medications only under supervision.

(3) Approval of Changes of Treating Professional.

Respondent shall obtain prior approval from the



Board or its designee of all changes of treating professional.
Failure to obtain prior approval of a change of treating
professional may be grounds for a charge of violation of this
Consent Order.

(4) Completion of Counseling and Treatment Plan.

Respondent shall enter into and continue counseling
with the treating professional approved by the Board until the
treating professiocnal notifies the Board in writing that such
counseling is no 1onger necessary in her/his professional
opinion. Respondent shall comply with the treatment plan
approved by the Board.

(5) Substance Abuse Therapv and Notification to

Treating Professional.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation
and Consent'Order to” her treating professional and cause her
treating professional to inform the Board, in writing and on
professional 1etterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and
Consent Order and the treating professional's ability to comply
with the conditions related to treatment and with all other
terms of this Consent Order.

(6) Reports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating
professicnal to submit to the Board evidence of éatisfactory
progress with the treatment plan during the effective period of
this Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in
writing on forms issued by the Board and shall be accompanied

by a cover letter on the treating professional's professional



letterhead. The first report is due commencing the month after
the date of entry of this Consent Order and subseguent reports
are due every month thereafter.

Respondent shall authorize her treating
professional to pro&ide all information reguested by the
Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally or in writing, at
any time during the period this Consent Order is in effect.

(7 Random Drug Testing.

Respondent shall sgbmit to random drug and aicohol
screening at the request of the Board. Respondent shall ensure
that Respondent's treating professional or employer or both
shall administer ranaom alcohol or drug tests as requiredbby
the Board or its designee. All screens shall be negative
except for drugs prescribed for her under the care of a
physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner. (See paragraph
C.(10) Drug Usé Exception).

(8) 2abstain from Aftwiml or Drug Use.

Respondﬁnt shall ain completely from the
¢ o Do d Ly

consumption of 1 or the¥use or possession of any drugs

with ths exception of prescribed medications as outlined in
paragraph C. (10).

(9% Drug Use Exception.

Respondent may take medications lawfully prescribed
for a bona fide illness or condition by a physician, dentist,
or nurse practitioner whose identity shall be made known to the

Roard in writing by Respondent within forty-eight (48) hours of

the establishment of the practitioner/patient relationship.



Respondent shall ensure that the physician, dentist or nurse
practitioner informs the Board, in writing and on appropriate
letterhead, of knowledge of Respondent's chemical»dependency
within one (1) week of entering into the practitioner/patient
relationship. Respondent shall inform the Board in writing of
all medications prescribed, including the name of the
prescribing pfactitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of
receiving the prescription. The Board or its designee may
request at'any time that the practitioner document the
continued need for prescribed medications. Respondent shall
keep a written record of medications)taken, including over the
counter drugs, and produce such record upon the reguest of the
Board or its designee.

(8) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews
with the Board or its designee upon reguest.

(91) Re-issue of License.

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this
Consent Order, Respondent shall submit her license to the Board
of Nursing for a re-issued license labelled "conditicned".

(12) Out of State Practice/Residence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can
be credited toward fulfillment of these terms and conditions,
Respondent shall first obtain approval from the Board prior to
Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If Respondent fails
to receive such approval before leaving the State, none of the

time spent out-of-state will be credited toward the fulfillment



of the terms and conditions of this Consent Order.

(10) Notification of Place of Emplovment/ Personal

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this
Consent Order, Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing,
of her current place of nursing employment, personal address,
and telephone numbér, Respondent shall further notify the
Board,  in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any change
in nursing émployment, verconal address, or telephone number.

(14) Notification to Emplovers/Nursing School.

Reépondent shall provideba copy of'this.Stipulation
and Consent Order to all employers in any current or future
setting in which she practices as a nurse and inform them of
her conditional license status. Within ten (10) days of the
date of entry of this Consent Order or of any subseguent
employment, Respondent shall cause her immediate supervisor to
write to the Board, on the employer's letterhead, acknowledging
reéeipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the ability to
comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the event
Respondent 1s attending a nursing program, Respondent shall
provide a copy of the Stipulation and Conseﬁt Order to the
Program Director. Respondent shall cause the Program Director
to write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging
receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and ability of the
program to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order
during clinical experience.

(15) Reports from Emplovers/Nursing School

Within one (1) month of the date of entry of this



Consent Order and every month thereafter, Respondent shall
cause every employer she has worked for duriﬁg the month to
submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondent's performance
and attendance during that month. This report shall be
Vsubmitted in writing on forms issued by the Board and
accompanied by a cover letter on the employer's letterhead. In
the event the Respondent attends nursing school, Respondent.
shall cause the Program Director to submit to the Board, on a
monthly baéis, a written.evaluation of Respondent's performance
and aﬁtendance. This report shall be submitted in writing on
forms issued by the Board and accompanied by a cover letter on
the school's letterhead. In the event Respondent is not
employed‘in nursing or attending school during any month or
portion thereof, Respondent shall submit to the Board, in
writing, a self—report describing‘other employment or
activities.

Respondent shall authorize her emplover and her
nursing school administrator to provide all information
requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally
or in writing, at any time during the period the Consent Order
is 1n effect.

(16) Practice Under Supervision.

Respondent shall practice only in a setting where
she has on-site supervision for the entire shift by a
registered nurse in good standing with the Vermont Board of
Nursing.

(17) Prohibited‘Duties.




Respondent shall not work as a Charge Nurse.

(18) Types of Emplovment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry,
travelling nurse agency, float-pool, home health care agency,
temporary employment agency or as a personal care provider
during the effective period of this Consent Order.

- (19) Prohibited'Hours of Work.

- 4
¥

Raspondent shall work only the day or evening shift
duriﬁg the effective period of this Consent Order. .Respondent
shall not work the night Shifﬁ during the effective period of
this Consent Order.

(20) License Renewal.

In the event Respondent's license is scheduled to
expire during the period this Consent Order is in effect,
Respondent shall apply for renewal of the license, pay the
applicable fee, and otherwise maintain gualifications to
practice nursing in the State of Vermont.

(21) Release of Information Forms.

Upon the establishment of all practitioner/patient

ing proifessicnals for substance

r

relationships with (1} trea
abuge treatment, and with (2) treating professionals who
prescribe any medication to Respondent, Respondent shall
execute all release of information forms which are necessary to
authorize those practitioners to release information described
in this Consent Order to the Board of Nursiﬁgh its
investigators, and the Attorney General's Office. All

information disclosed to the Board shall be made available to



 Order shall be considered a v

its investigators and the Attorney General's Officer

Respondent shall specifically execute a consent to disclosure
form which meets the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.31 to permit
disclosure of all information regarding respondent's substance
abuse treatment to the Nursing Board, i1ts investigators, and
the Attorney General's Office. Any revocation by respondent of
such a consent to disclosure during the term of this Consent

iolarion of this Consent Order.

4]

.}

(22) Costs.
Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with

this Consent Order.

{23) Vioiation of the Consent Order.

Tf Respondent violates the terms of this Consent
Order in any respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice
and an opportunity to be heard, may revoke the terms of the
conditional license and take further disciplinary action. If a
complaint or charges are filed against Respondent during the
term of thiswCQnsent Order, the conditional license period
cshall be extended until the matter is final.

(24) Reevaluation of Conditions.

In the event Respondent does not work in nursing
within three (3) vears of the date of entry of this Consent
Order, Respondent may appear before the Board for reevaluation
of the conditions of this Consent Order.

(25) Completion of Conditional License Period.

Upon completion of the conditional license period,

Respondent may petition the Board to remove any and all

10



conditions on her license and after formal review by the BRoard,
Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by
appropriate Board action. Reépondent, however, must present
proof of successful substance abuse rehabilitation and
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she
poses no danger o the practice of nursing and that she can
safely and competéntly perform the duties of a registered
nurse. Such vroof shall include cpvropriate support from her
treating professional and employer or nursing échool
administrateor. Furthermore, Respondent shall demonstrate, to
the Board's satisfaction, that she fully complied with all the
terms of this Consent Order.

B. Notwithstanding any provision above, Respondent must
meet all Nursing Board requirements for license renewal and
‘license reinstatement.

C. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public
record and may be reported to other licensing authorities as

provided in 3 V.S.A. 8129 (a) (7).

D. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of

r

Respondent's licensing file and mav be used for purposses o

determining sanctions in any future disciplinary matter.

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORELL
AORNEN GENERAL

Robert >Gagnon 4
Senior Assistant//

Attorney Generafy
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ELTZABETH M. SULLIVAN

RESPONDENT
Dated: /\’/Cf?\: ' by : t %Dﬁ‘jj/f/\ 77 - ’\/\_,,
7 Elizabeth M. Sullivan
APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
Dated: C},@O/Qg by: _§D
[/ Chairperson

Date ¢ entry: 0 “é:. - ‘?(f/

C 12
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

INRE: | :
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0187

License Number = 28-18713 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

i

NOW @OME the State of Vermont, through Attomey General William H. Sarrell,

and Respondem Elizabeth Mary Sullivan who stipulate and agree as follows:
1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate compia s of

unprc(ess‘ional conduct and approve consent orders pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and

\
26 V.8.A.18§1574, 1582.

2. ff-les;aondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding license

number 25—1 g9713.
3. iiEiy cartier stipulation and order dated 4/1 4/97, Respendent admitted she

| . . . ,

abused controlled drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3 with codeine. She was
| .
{

placed un‘der suspension for six months with additional conditions regarding

treatment.{
4. fﬁespondent has cormnpleted the suspension period and has been adherng
to the conbitions of that stipulation and order.

!

5. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her license, which was
granted 1@/6/98. Respondent petitions for modification of that 10/6/88 order.
5. The State does not oppose that the present palition in light of this

agreemwnt and the terms and conditions it sets forth as agreed upen by the parties.

12/09/38 08:58 TX/RX NO.1624 P.002
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|

7. ;”—}espondem understands that the Nursing Beoard must review and accept
the termsiof the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire
Stipulaﬁorén and Consent Order shall be null and void.

8. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire ddcument and agreas that it
contains tjhe entire agreement between the parties.

9. If%espondsnt is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohoi at the fime
she signsgthis Stipulation and Consent Order.

10. !%Qesponder;t voluntarily enters this agreement afler the oppartunity to

consult wi'ith legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this

| ,
Stipulation and Consent Order.
i

|
11. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to a contested hearing before the

Board of Nursing.'

|

12. Respondent agrees that the order set forth below may be entered by the

Board.

OREER

1 .
Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

A. The Nursing Board hereby medifies its prior Order of 10/6/98 which

|
reinstated Respondent's license to practice nursing and CONDITIONED that lieense
|

far a minifmum period of three (3) years commencing with the date of that order.
‘ |
Time in this stipulation shall be computed based upon the date of the reinstatement

order or 10/6/98. The CONDITIONS on Respondent's license are now as follows:
)

i
i
:

12/08/98 09:58 TX/RX NO.1624 P. 003
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(ﬁ) L ength of Time Conditions Imposed.

{

‘ The conditions shall remain in place until respondent has completed

three (3) y%ears of supervised nursing practice in which she works at least farty (40)
hours every two (2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40) hours
every two (2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.

(2) Administration of Medications.

Respondent's license is conditioned for a period of six (6) months 1o

allow her to administer nonnarootic medications under supervision and to prohihit her

fram admi;nisten‘ng narcotic medications, This condition may be removed only by

Respondé;nt petitioning the Board for its removal no socner than three (3) months
(during which time she works at least 40 hours every two weeks in nursing) from the
date of en'try of this Consert Order or the date she returns to work as a nurse,
whichever is later. In petitioning the Board Ftéspondent agrees that she must

demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she can safaly and

competently administer narcotic medications. Such proof shall include appropriate

support from her treating professional and employer or nursing school administrator.

1

T:%e removal of the prohibition against administering narcotic medications

shall not résuit in automatic reinstatement of all medication privileges. Rather, the

| _
Board may gradually restore those privileges through the following intermediary step:

n permisiaion to administer narcotic medications only under supervision.

@)  Approval of Changes of Treating Professional.

12/08/98 09:58 TX/BRX NO.1624 P.004
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Respaondent shail obtain pn‘ok approval from the Board orits

designee éf all changes of treating professional. Fallure to obtain prior approval of a

charnge of }treating professional may be grounds for a charge of viclation of this

|
Consent Qrder.

(-fi) Completion of Counseling and Traatment Plan,
Respondent shall anter into and continue counseting with the treating
professional approved by the Board until the treating professional notifies the Board
I
I '

in writing that such counseling is no lenger necessary in her/his professional opinion.

Respondent shall camply. with the treatment plan approved by the Board.

~—~

5) Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification to

Treating Frofessional,

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent
Qrder to her treating professional and cause her treating professional to inform the

Board, in writing and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and

Consent Order and the treating prcfesacnai'é ability to comply with the conditions
!

related to freatment and with all other terms of this Consant Order. ‘

(B) Reports from Treating Professional.
. Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating professional to
l .
submit to the Board evidence of satisfactory progress with the treatment plan during

the effective period of this Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in writing

on forms issued by the Board and shall be aéoompamied by a cover letter on the
|

treating prbfessional’s professional letterhead. The first report is due commencing

12/08/88 09:58 TX/BX NO.1624 P.005
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i
1

the month Eaﬁer the date of entry of this Consent Order and subsequent reports are
due every Emonth thereafier.

| Respondent shall authorize her treating professional to provide all
informatior;w requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally or in writing,

at any time during the period this Consent Qrder is In eifect.
{

|
i

(?) Random Drug Testing.

Respondent shall submit to random drug and alcohol screening at

the reques;t of the Board. Respondent shall ensure that Respondent's treating

!

| : ]

professional or employer or both shall administer random drug testz as required by
] .

the Board t{:’r its designee. All screens shall be negative except for drugs prescribed
| :

for her under the care of a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner. (See paragraph

A.(9) Drug%Use Exceptian).

(5%3) Abstain from Drug Use.
i
f Respondent shall abstain completely from the use or possession of
any drugs fwi‘fh the exception of prescribed medications as outlined in paragraph

A.(9).

(é) Drug Use Exception.

Respondent may take medications lawfully prescribed for a bona fide

H

1

iliness or c{ondiﬁon by a physician, dentist, ornurse practitioner whese identity shall
be made k}:'xown to the Board in writing by Reépondent within forty-eight (48) hours of
the establiéhment of the practitioner/patient ré}ationship. Re=spondent shall ensure
that the ph;/sician, dentist or nurse prar:’t'rtionér informs the Board, in writing and on

appmpn’até letterhead. of knowledge of Respondent's chemical dependency within

12/08/98 08:58 TX/RX NO.1624 P.00G
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EMS

S one (1) Wéek of entering into the practitioner/patient relationship. Respondent shall

inform the Board In writing of all medications prescribed, Including the name of the
| ﬁ
prescribing practitioner, within forty-eight (48) ‘hours of receiving the prescription.
| ‘ - | |
The Board or its designee may request at any time that the practitioner document the

continued need for prescribed medications. Respondent shall keep a written record
ot medicétions taken, including over the countér drugs, and produce such record

upon the raquest of the Board or iis des:gnee

(1 Q) Interview with the Board or H:s designese.
I

|
Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or

its demgnee upon request.

}lﬂ Out of State Practice/Resider‘ice.»

1

3 Before any out-of-state practxc:e ar residence can be credited foward
fulfiliment ch these terms and conditians, Respondem shall first obtain approval from
the Board ﬁmor to Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If Respondent fails to
recaive suc}h approval before leaving the State. nong of the time spent out-of-state

will be credjted toward the fuifilment of the terms and conditions of this Gonsent

§
H
i

COrder,

(12)  Notification of Place of Employment/Personal Address/Teiephone

Number.
Within five (B) days of the daté of entry of this Consent Order,
i

Hespondent shall notify the Board, in writing, cf her current place of nursing

emp!oyment personal address, and telephone number. Respondent shall furthar

12/09/98 09:58 TX/RX NO.1624 P.007
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notify the Soam, in writing, within forty-eight (f48) hours of any change in nursing

;
employment, personal address, or telephone number.

(13) Notification to Employers/Nufsinq School,

Respondent shall provide a c;;opy of this Stipulation and Consent
Order to alf employers In any current or futuré setting in which she practices as a
nurse andiinform them of her conditional ficeﬁse status. Within ten (10) days of the '
date of eniry of this Consent Order or of any.siubsequen‘r employment, Respondeant
shall causa her immediate supervisor to write to the é_oard, on the employer's

- letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the Sti‘pu!‘arion and Consent Order and the
abllity to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the avent Bespondent
I8 éﬁending a nursing program, Respondent shall provide a copy of the Stipulatien
and Consent Order to the Program Director. 'Respondent shall cause the Program
Director to write to the Board, on scheo! letierhead, acknowledging receipt of the
Stipula‘tiongand Consent Qrder and ability of the program to comply with the

conditions %n the Consent Order during dlinical experience.

(14) Reports from EfnpfoyersJNur_sinq Schaool
Within one (1) month of the:da‘re of entry of this Consertt Order and
avery montih thereafter, Respondent shall cause every employer she has worked far

during the moenth to submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondent's performance

and aﬁendahcé during that month. This report shall be submitted in writing on farms
|
issued by the Board and accompanied by a cover lstter on the employer’s lstternead.

in the evenit the Respondent attends nursing school, Respondent shall cause the

i
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Program Fi)!rector to submit 1o the Board, én a .monrhly basis, a written svaluation of
Respondeént‘s performanice and attendance. This report shall be submitted in writing
on forms i!fssued by the Beard and accompénlad by a cover letter cn the schoal's
letterhead?. In the event Respondent Is not employed in nursing or attending schoal
during anj month or portion thereof, Hespondént shall submit to the Board, in writing,
a self—repazrt describing other employmertt aractivities.

Respondent shall authorizei héf erﬁp!oyer and her nursing school
administr.ai;tor to provide all information request;ad by the Nursing Beard, or its

designee, either orally or in writing, at any tme during the period the Consent Order

is in effect.

(1 5) Practice Under Supervision.
i Respondent shall practice only in a setting where she has on-site

supervisioﬁ for the entire shift by a registered nurse in good standing with the
|
Vermont Board of Nursing.
!
(16) Prohibited Duties.

Respondent shall not work as a Charge Nurse.

| (ﬂ?) Tvpeas of Emplovment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry, travelling nurse

!
i
{

agency, f!oét—pool, home health care agency, termporary employment agency or as a
personal carre provider during the effective period of this Consent Order.

(18)  Prohibited Hours of Work.

Respondent shall work only'the day or evening shift during the

effective peh‘cd of this Consent Order. Respondent

12/08/98 09:58 TX/RX NO.1624 P.008
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shall not work the night shift during the effective period of this Consent Order.

(%1 9) Licanse Renewal.
E in the event Respondent's ficénse fs scheduled to expire during the
period thi;{ Consent Order is in zffect, Resp‘oknc‘.ient shall apply for renewal of the
license, pa%}y the applicable fee, and otherwise maintain qualifications to pragtice
nursing in i%he State of Vermont.

l

(20) Release of information Forms.

{ Upon the establishment of ail prac‘(moner/panem TelathﬂShlpS with

5

(M treatmg professionals for substance abuse treatment and with (2) treating
|

pmfessnonfﬂs who prescribe any medication toHespondem, Respondent shall
execute all release of Information forms which are necessary to authorize those

|

practiﬁonel;‘s to release information described in this Consent Order to the Board of
Nursing, rcsi investigators, and the Attomey Gerjerai‘s Office. All information
disclosed tx%: the Board shall be made available to its investigators and the Attomey
General's Cpfﬁce Respondent shaﬂ specfﬂcédlyﬁ execute a consent {o dis¢losure form
which mee’sjs the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.é1 to permit disclosurs of all
informationiregarding respondent's 'substance abuse treatment to the Nursing Board,
its invesb’ga{tcrs, and the Attomey General's,Ofﬁce. Any revocation by respondent of
such a conéen’r to disclosure during the ‘terrﬁ of this Consent Order shall be

considered a violation of this Consent Order.

(21) Cosis.

O
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Respondent shall bear all costs of compfying with this Consent

Order.

i
|
{
i
i
|

(23) Violation of the Consent Order.

If Respondent viclates the terms of this Consent Order in any
raspect, th‘e Board, after giving Respondent notice and an opportunity to be heard,
may revoke the terms of the conditional license and take further disciplinary action. If
a com;ﬂairit or charges ars filed against Respondent durihg the term of this Consent
Order, the condmona license period shall be extended umil the matter is final.

(23) Reavaluation of Conditions.

In the event Respondent does not work in nursing within three (3)
years of tha date of entry of this Consent Order, Respondent may appear before the
Board for rFevaiuatxon of the conditions of this Consent Qrder.

(?_;4) Completion of Conditional License Period.

Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may
petition the Board to remoﬁe any ahd all conditions on heff license and after formal
review by the Board, Respondent's nursing license may b'e fully restored by
appropriate, Board action. Respondent, however, must pf’esent broof of successful

substance abuse rehabilitation and demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing

Board, that she peses no danger to the practice of nursing and that she can safely
and competéenﬂy perform the duties of a registered nurse. Such proof shall include

appropriatefjsupport from her treating professional and employer or nursing schoal

10

12/09/98 09:59 TX/RX NO.1624 P.011




12/99-88 WED 08:58 FAX 802 828 2154 VT ATT'Y GEN. OFFICE g 012

adminis‘cré‘tor. Furthermore,‘ Respondent shall demonstrate, 10 the Beard's
satisfacticén, théi she fully complied Whh all the termns of this Cansent Ordar.

B. Ii\lotwithstanding any provision above, Respondent must meet all Nursing
Board reqiuiremems tor license renswal and license reinétatement.

C. Wi"his Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may be
repored tri: other licensing authoritizs as provided in 3 \/‘.S.A. §129(a)(7).

D. ~1Ei'his Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent's

licensing -ffle and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future

disciplinary matter.

STATE OF VERMONT

Senior Aséistant
Attormey General

a ELIZABETH M. SULLIVAN
HESPONDENT

s 15 [0-G8 oy M%M%

(Blizabeth M. Sullivan

APPROVEb AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BQARD OF NURSING
i R gl : , ”\;? ﬁ‘; / I
Dated: {1 (" 1Y /j by, -0 Cl0d L2 3 (v( e d
LML T

Chairp‘é\*’son

e

Date of entry: _ /71 -/5 =&

\\Tﬁ
«

11
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189 Miate Street

Stonipelier, VT

15644

STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

)
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) - Docket No: NU33-0197
License Number  26-19713 )

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of
unprofessional conduct and to conduct hearings pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26
V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

2. Réspondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding ficense
number 26-19713. That license has currently been allowed to lapse.

3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97, Respondent admitted she
abused controlled drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3 wit’h codeine. She was
placed under suspension for six months with additional conditions regarding
treatment.

4. Respondent has petitioned fbr reinstatement of her license, which was
granted 10/6/98. Respondent petitioned for modification of that 10/6/98 which was
granted by order of December 15, 1998. Respondent again petitioned for a
modification on January 29, 1999. This has not been acted upon.

5. Respondent has not notified the Board or its designee that she has
changed treating professionals. Her treating professional has reported 'he was
replaced. Respondent did this without notice to or securing prior approval of the
Board. This is in violation of the terms and conditions of her license, Order 12/15/98

Pafagraph A. (3).

AT r 11 at 4 77
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GENERAL
{39 State Street
Meontpelier, VT
(35609

6. Pursuant to Paragraph A. (6) of that order, Respondent was 1o cause
reports to be submitted on a monthly basis from her treating professional. A report
was received dated December 27, 1998 and one received dated April 9,1999. These
reports indicate a lack of cooperation with the treating professional in scheduling
appointments and arranging for urine samples.

7.. Respondent has failed to abide by the terms of Paragraph A. (7) of her

conditions regarding drug testing.
| 8. ‘Respondent has failed to renew her license as directed in Paragraph A.
(19).

9. Respondent has failed to provide rele‘ases as requested by the Board's
designee as required by paragraph A. (20).

10. By the conduct described in paragraphs 3 through 9 above, respondent has
violated the express terms of the 12/15/980rder of this Board. Additionally,
respondent has thereby violated 3 V.S.A. §129a (a)(4)(violating a Board order).

WHEREFORE the nursing license of Elizabeth Mary Sullivan should be

revoked, suspended, reprimanded, conditioned, or otherwise disciplined.

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORRELL

Dated: 2 ’??7 by: Ao e
: Robert W. Gagnon /
Senior Assistant AttofT




OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
VERMONT STATE BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: Elizabeth M. Sullivan ) :
Case File No. NU33-0197 ) DEFAULT ORDER

License No. 26-19713

Introduction

The Board of Nursing held a default hearing in the above matter on September 13,
1999 at 81 River Street in Montpelier, Vermont. Board members Margaret Luce, Linda Rice,
Louise Hamilton, Susan Farrell, Catherine McGee, Louise Lamphere and Raymond Phillips
participated in the decision. Senior Assistant Attorney General Robert Gagnon appeared for
the State. Neither the Respondent nor her attorney attended the hearing.

Upon hearing the State’s presentation, the Board granted the State’s Motion for Default
Judgment. The allegations contained in the State’s specification of charges dated July 2, 1999

(copy attached) are therefore treated as the facts on which the Board’s order is based.

Conclusions of Law

The Respondent has received adequate notice of the charges against her as indicated by
the Board’s file and the Attorney General’s presentation. Because the Respondent has failed to
answer the charges against her, the State’s factual allegations are treated as if proved.
Accordingly, the Board finds, in a default hearing held pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §809(d), that the
Respondent has engaged in the unprofessional conduct alleged in the State’s specification of
- charges. )

Order

In accordance with the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, the license of the
Respondent, Elizabeth M. Sullivan, is hereby SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY, effective as of
the date of entry of this Order, below.

L TArld niraeT N



Appeal Rights

This is a final administrative determination by the Vermont State Board of Nursing.
You may appeal by sending a notice of appeal in writing to the Director of the Office of
Professional Regulation within 30 days of the date of entry of this order. If you wish to
request a stay of the Board’s decision, please refer to the attached stay instructions.

By: £><(m-w» : Pg ot “///j

Susan Farrell
Chair

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGURASION

DATE OF ENTRY: -3 3 -99

e
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\ .
\\ STATE OF VERMONT
| BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE:

)
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197
License Number ~ 26-19713 )

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of

unprofessional conduct and to conduct hearings pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26

H V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

2. Respondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding license
number 26-19713. That license has currently been allowed 10 lapse.
\ 3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97, Respondent admitted she
abused controlied drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3 with codeine. She was
’placed under suspension for six months with additional conditiohs regarding
x treatmenf.

I
\ 4. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her license, which was

granted 10/6/98. Respondent petitioned for modification of that 10/6/98 which was

\\ granted by order of December 15, 1998. Respondent again petitioned for &

\ modification on January 29, 199¢. This has not been acted upon.

\\ 5. Respondent has not notified the Board or its designee that she has
changed treating professionals. Her treating professional has reported ’he was

| replaced. Respondent did this without notice 1o or securing prior approval of the
Board. This is in violation of the terms and conditions of her license, Order 12/15/98

Pafagraph A. (3).
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, 8. Pursuant to Paragraph A. (6) of that order, Respondent was fo cause

1\ reports to be submitted on a monthly basis from her treating professional. A report
was received dated December 27, 1998 and one received dated April 9,1999. These

reports indicate a lack of cooperation with the treating professional in scheduling

appointments and arranging for urine samples.

7. Respondent has failed to abide by the terms of Paragraph A. (7) of her

conditions regarding drug testing.

8. Respondent has failed to renew her license as directed in Paragraph A.
| (19).
9. Respondent has failed to provide releases as requested by the Board's

\ designee as required by paragraph A. (20).

10. By the conduct described in paragraphs 3 through 8 above, respondent has

violated the express terms of the 12/15/980rder of this Board. Additionally,

|| respondent has thereby violated 3 V.S.A. §129a (a)(4)(violating a Board order).

WHEREFORE the nursing license of Elizabeth Mary Sullivan should be

revoked, suspended, reprimanded, conditioned, or otherwise disciplined.

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORRELL

Dated: 4 ’f?? by: »» i €
| : Robert W. Gagnon
Senior Assistant Attof? y General




GOodHEALTH..

ASSOCIATES 1IN ADULT MEDICINE
May 23, 2003

Anita Risteau

Vt. State Board of Nursing
81 River St.

Montpelier, VT 05605

-Re: Elizabeth Wolfe

Dear Ms. Risteau:

Elizabeth Wolfe has been a patient of mine for many years. As you know, she has had trouble
With narcotics in 1998 and lost her license to practice nursing. She had difficulty at that time
following up on the requirements in written communication and lost her license finally in 1999.

Since that time, she has done well. She has not had any history of recurrent narcotic use. She
has had problems with mental health and a bipolar illness requiring hospitalization. She has
been doing extraordinarily well for the last year. She is ready to take on new nursing
responsibilities if the Board of Nursing would find in her behavior. She is established in a good
mental health relationship with ongoing counseling and follows up regularly with her
appointments here.

She clearly is ready to take on nursing responsibilities again. She is well aware of the risk of
relapse, well aware of the risk of her mental health and has established good judgment and
planning for that return. She understands that she should take on part-time nursing duties rather
than full time, continuing in counseling and continuing with regular follow-up care.

She has developed an excellent life plan that has been well discussed and thought through. She
clearly has demonstrated excellent judgment in all of those undertakings.

It is my professional opinion that the Vermont State Board of Nursing should re-institute
Elizabeth Wolfe’s license to practice nursing. I would be glad to discuss this further at your
convenience. '

Sincerel

te/ G.S. Gunther, M.D.

fed
cc: Elizabeth Wolfe 248 Quarry Hill Rd. #77 So. Burlington, VT 05403

WriacHmMENT  F

L nzan? Tal RO?.860.14«



OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
VERMONT STATE BOARD OF NURSING

SR
AS

IN RE: Elizabeth M. Sullivan(
Case File No. NU33-0197
License No. 26-19713

DEFAULT ORDER

Introduction

The Board of Nursing held a default hearing in the above matter on September 13,
1999 at 81 River Street in Montpelier, Vermont. Board members Margaret Luce, Linda Rice,
Louise Hamilton, Susan Farrell, Catherine McGee, Louise Lamphere and Raymond Phillips
participated in the decision. Senior Assistant Attorney General Robert Gagnon appeared for
the State. Neither the Respondent nor her attorney attended the hearing.

Upon hearing the State’s presentation, the Board granted the State’s Motion for Default
Judgment. The allegations contained in the State’s specification of charges dated July 2, 1999

(copy attached) are therefore treated as the facts on which the Board’s order is based.

Conclusions of Law

The Respondent has received adequate notice of the charges against her as indicated by
the Board’s file and the Attorney General’s presentation. Because the Respondent has failed to
answer the chargés against her, the State’s factual allegations are treated as if proved.
Accordingly, the Board finds, in a default hearing held pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §809(d), that the
Respondent has engaged in the unprofessional conduct alleged in the State’s specification of

charges.
Order

In accordance with the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, the license of the
Respondent, Elizabeth M. Sullivan, is hereby SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY, effective as of
the date of entry of this Order, below.



Appeal Rights

This is a final administrative determination by the Vermont State Board of Nursing.
You may appeal by sending a notice of appeal in writing to the Director of the Office of
Professional Regulation within 30 days of the date of entry of this order. If you wish to
request a stay of the Board’s decision, please refer to the attached stay instructions.

By: ,(><(/ Lol }:://3 S £ {///,

Susan Farrell
Chair

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGUREARION

DATE OF ENTRY: {-23-99
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE:

)
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197
License Number  26-19713 )

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of
unprofessional conduct and to conduct hearings pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26
V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

2. | Respondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding license
number 26-19713. That license has currently been allowed to lapse.

3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97, Respondent admitted she
abused controlied drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3 with codeine. She was
placed under suspension for six months with additional conditions regarding
treatment.

4. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her license, which was
granted 10/6/98. Respondent petitioned for modification of that 10/6/98 Which was
granted by order of December 15, 1998. Respondent again petitioned for a
modification on January 29, 1999. This has not been acted upon.

5. Respondent has not notified the Board or its designee that she has
changed treating professionals. Her treating professional has reported Vhe was
replaced. Respondent did this without notice to or securing prior approval of the
Board. This is in violation of the terms and conditions of her license, Order 12/15/98

Paragraph A. (3).




Otfice of the
ATTORNEY
GENERAL
169 State Street
Montpelier, VT
05609

6. ‘Pursuam to Paragraph A. (6) of that order, Respondent was to cause
reports to be submitted on a monthly basis from her treating professional. A report
was received dated December 27, 1998 and one received dated April 9,1999. These
reports indicate a lack of cooperation with the treating professional in scheduling
appointments and arranging for urine samples. |

7. Respondent has failed to abide by the terms of Paragraph A. (7) of her
conditions regarding drug testing. |

8. Respondent has failed to renew her license as directed in Paragraph A.
(19).

9. Respondent has failed to provide releases as requested by the Board's
designee as required by paragraph A. (20).

10. By the conduct described in paragraphs 3 through 9 above, respondent has
violated the express terms of the 12/15/980rder of this Board. Additionally,
respondent has thereby violated 3 V.S.A. §129a (a)(4)(violating a Board order).

WHEREFORE the nursing license of Elizabeth Mary Sullivan should be

revoked, suspended, reprimanded, conditioned, or otherwise disciplined.

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORRELL
TQRNEY GENERA

Dated: 2 1539 by

Robert W. Gagnon
Senior Assistant Atto
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

N RE: | )
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197
License Number 26-18713 )

i

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

i
1

NOw j QOME the State of Venﬂont, through Attomey General William H. Sorrall,

i

and Resp;ondem Elizabeth Mary Sullivan who stipulate and agree as follows:
1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate compiéints of
unprofesa?ional conduct and approve consent ordars pursuantAto 3 V.5.A. §129, and
i .

26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

|
2. Respondent is a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding license

number 26-19713.

|

3. iBy sarlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97, Respendent admitted sha
3

H

abused cémtrolied drugs, specifically acetaminophen #3-with codeine. She was

placed under suspension for six months with additional conditions regarding
i

treatment.ﬁ

4. f;%espondent has completed the suspension period and has been adhering
|

to the con;ditions of that stipulation and order.

5. E%espondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her license, which was
granted 15)/6/98. Respondent petitions for modification of that 10/6/98 order.

8. ‘ij“he State does not oppose that the present petition in light of this

agreement and the terms and conditions it sets forth as agreed upon by the parties.

12/09/88  08:58 TX/RX NO.1624 P.002
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7. F{espondent understands that the Nursihg Board must review and accept
the terms%of the Consent Order. if the Board rejects any portion, the entire
Stipulation and Consent Order shall be null and veid.

|
| ) ; , ' .
8. Hespondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agress that it

contains tihe entire agreement between the parties.
| .
9. Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohoi at the time

she signs this Stipulation and Consent Order.
10! }I?iespondent voluntarily enters this agreement after the oppartunity to

consult with legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this

Stipulation and Consent Order.

| .
11. Respondent voluntarily walves her right to a contested hearing befors the

Board of Nursing.
12. " Respondent agrees that the order sst forth below may he entered by the

Board.

ORDER
Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

A. ‘l;*he Nursing Board hereby modifies its prior Order of 10/6/98 which
reinstatedéﬂespondent‘s license to practice nursing and CONDITIONED that license
far a miniimum period of three (3) years commencing with the date of that order.
Time in th{s stipulation shall be computed based upon the date of the reinstatemert

order or 1{%)/6/98. The CONDITIONS on Respondent's license are now as follows:

[N

1
L
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:1) Length of Time Conditions Imposed.

The conditions shall remain in place until respondent has completed
three (3) yiears of supervised nursing practice in which she works at least forty (40)
hours every two (2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40) hours

every two (2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.

qu) Administration of Medications.
Respondent's license is conditioned for a period of six (6) months o

allow her to administer nonnarcotic medications under supervision and to prohibit her

from admipisten‘ng narcotic medications, This condition may be removed only by
Respondé:nt petitioning the Board for its removal no sooner than three (3) months
(during iich time she works at least 40 hours avery two weeks in nursing) from the
date of entry of this Consent Order or the date she returns to work as a nurse,
whichever is later. In petitioning the Board Respcndent agrees that she must
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she can safely and

competently administer narcotic medications. Such proof shall include appropriate

support from her treating professional and employer or nursing school administrator.

i

i
The removal of the prohibition against administering narcotic medications

1

shall not résult in autormatic reinstatement of.all medication privileges. Rather, the
[ : :
Board maﬁl gradually restore those privileges through the following intermediary step:

\ . ,
(1) permxs;smn to administer narcotic medications only under supervision.

i

@  Approval of Changes of Treating Professional.

12/09/88 09:58 TX/BX NO.1624 P.004
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Respondent shall obtain prior approval from the Board or its
designee of all changes of treating professional. Fallure to obtain prior approval of a
change of treating professional may be grounds for a charge of violation of this

Consent Crder.

(#) Completion of Counseﬁhq and Treatment Plan,

Respondent shall enter inta and continue counseling with the treating
prafessional approved by the Boérd until the freating professional notifies the Board
in writing ’mét such counseling is no lenger neces;%ary in her/his professional opinion.
Respondent shall camply with the treatment plan approved by the Board.

(5) Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification o

Treating Professional,

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent

Order to hga.r treating professional and cause her treating professional to inform tﬁe
Board, in vj%lriting and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and
Consent C‘rder and the treating pmfessiénai‘é ability to comply with the conditions
related to treatment and with all other terms ﬁf this Consent Order.

(B)  Reperts from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating professional to

submit to the Board evidence of satisfactory progress with the treatment plan during
the effective period of this Consent Order. These repaorts shall be submitted in writing

on forms is}ssued by the Board and shall be aéoompanied by a cover letter on the

treating professional's professional letterhead. The first report is dus commencing

12/09/88 09:59 TX/RX NO.1624 P.00S




12710788 18:21 FAX 802 860 1208 NAUD/CLAY FLATS @006

12/09/88 WED 09:57 FAX‘!SO.‘Z 828 2154 VI ATT'Y GEN. OFFICE goos
/ .
<IN

the month iaﬂer the date of entry of this Ccmsém Order and subsequent reports are
due every ?month thereafter. .

| Respondent shall authorize her treating professional to provide all
Im‘orrnatioréw requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally or in writing,
at any time;* during the period this Consent Order is in efect,

(7) Random Drug Testing.

Respondeni .shau submit to réndom drug and alcohol screening at
the requasﬁt of the Board. Respondent shall ensure that Respondent's treating
professional or employer or both shall administer random drug tests as required by
the Board or its designee. All screens shai[ be negative except for drugs prescribed
for her under the care of a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner. (See paragraph
A) Drug Use Exception). |

53) Abstain frorm Drug Use.

—~

Respondent shall abstain completely from the use or possession of
any drugs %ﬁ/iﬁ? the exception of prescribed madications as outlined in paragraph

A(9).

(Sj)) Drug Use Exception.

Respondent may take medlcauom lawiully prescribed for a bona fide
iness or condx’non by a physician, dentist, or: nur._»e practitioner whose identity shall
be made khown to the Board in wn’ting by Res;:»ondent within forty-eight (48) hours of
the estabhohment of the practitioner/patient relat ionship. Respondent shall ensure
that the physnman dentist or nurse practitioner informs the Board, in writing and on

appropnata lefterhead, of knowledge of Respondent's chemical dependency within

12/08/98 089:59 TX/RX NO.1824 P.008
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one (1) we%ek of entering intd the'practmoner/éatient relationship. Respondent shall
inform theksoard In writing of all medications ;ﬁr'escribed, Including the name of the
prescribing practitioner, within forty-eight (48) ‘hours of receiving the prescription.
The Board or its designee may request at any time that the practitioner dacumént the
continued need for preécribed medications. Respondent shall keep a wrilten record
of medications taken, including aver the counfer drugs, and produce such record
upon the request of the Board or its designes!
»(*EID) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respondent shall appear in pzerson for interviews with the Board or

its designes upon request.

(1 1) Out of State Practice/Residence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can be credited toward
tulfilimeant c;f these terms and conditions, Respondent shall first obtain approval from
the Board prior to Respondent leaving the Stafte of Vermont. If Respondent fails to
receive sugh approva!’ before leaving the Staté, nane of the time spent out-of-state
will be credited toward tﬁe fulfitlment of the ’cerfrns and conditions of this Consent

Order.

(12) Notification of Place of Emplc:?mentlpersonal Address/Telephone

Number.
Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,

Hespondenft shall notify the Board, in writing, éf her current place of nursing

empioymeni’z, personal address, and telephone number. Respondent shall further

12/08/98 09:59 TX/RX NO.1624 P.007
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notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (?&8) hours of any change in nursing

employment, personal address, or telephone number.

(13) Notification to Emplavers/Nursing School.

Respondent shall provide a éopy of this Stipulation and Consent
Order to all employers In any current or fu’turef setting in which she practices as a
nurse and inform them of her conditional license status. Within ten (10) days of the
date of entry of this Consent Order or of any.s;ubsequent employment, Respondent
shall cause her immediéte supervisor to write to the Board, on the employer's
letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the Stipul.aﬁon and Consent Order and the
abllity to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the svent Respondent
is éttending a nursing program, Respondent shall provide a copy of the Stipulation
and Consent Order to the Program Director. Respondent shall causé the Program
Director tolwrite to the Board, on schaol letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the
Stipulation/and Consent Qrder and ability of the program to comply with the
conditions jn the Consent Order during clinical experience.

(14)  Reports from Employers/Nursing School

Within one (1) month of the date of entry of thls Consent Order and
svery month thereafter, Respondent shall cause svery employer she has worked for

during the month to submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondent's performance

and attendance during that month. This rebort shall be submitted in writing on farms
|
issued by the Board and accompanied by a cover letier on the amployers letterhead.

in the evenéi the Respondent attends nursing school, Respandent shail cause the

|
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Program Dlrector te submit to the Board, on a monthly basis, a written evaluation of

Respondents performance and attendance This report shall be submitted in writing
|
on formms 1ssued by the Board and accompanled by a cover letter on the school's

ieﬁerheadi In the event Respondent Is not employed in nursing or attending school
during any manth or porticn thereof, Hespondent shall submit to the Board, in writing,

a seh‘-repart describing other employmem’. aractivities.,
|

i Respondent shall authom,e her employer and her nursing school
admmxstrator to provide all information reques’red by the Nursing Beard, or #ts
designee, erther orally or in writing, at any time during the period the Consent Order
isin eﬁect.;

(iS) Practice Under Supervision,

‘ Respondent shall practice only in a setting where she has on-site
supervisior‘! for the entire shift by a registered nurse in good standing with the

Vermont Board of Nursing.

(16) Prohibited Duties.

Respondent shall not work as a Charge Nurse,

(??7) Types of Emplovment Prohibited.

l Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry, travelling nurse
| -
agency, ﬂo?t—pooi, hemea health care agency, temporary employment agency or as a

personal care provider during the eHective period of this Consent Order.

(18)  Prohibited Hours of Work,
7 Respondent shall work oniy:mef day or evening shift during the

effective peh‘od of this Consent Qrder. Respondem

12/08/98 08:59 TX/RX NO.1624 P.008
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shall not \%vork the night shift during the effective period of this Consent Order.

|

!

!

1 9) Licanse Renewal.

In the event Respondent's !icénse ls scheduled to expire during the
period this Consent Order is in sffect, Resp‘chdent shall apply for renewal of the

license, pay the applicabieg tee, and otherwise maintain qualifications to practice
nursing in iﬂ‘ue State of Vermont.

(20) Release of Information Farms.

Upen the establishment of all practitioner/patient relationships with
M treatin% professionals for substance abuse treatment, and with (2) treating
professionals who prescribe any medication to Respondent, Respondent shall

execute all release of Information forms which are necessary to authornze those

practitione:!s to release information described in this Consent Order to the Board of
Nursing, itsj, investigators, and the Attomey Generai‘s Office. All information
disclosed to the Board shall be made available to its investigators and the Attomey
General's Office. Respondent shall specﬁfcaﬂy execyuie a consent to disclosure form

which meet;s the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.31 to permit disclosurs of all

im‘c;srm.axtionJ

|
|

regarding respohdem‘s substance abuse treatment to the Nursing Board,
its invash'gz%dors, and the Attomey General‘s,Ofﬁce. Any revocation by respondent of
such a consent to disclosure during the term of this Consent Order shall be
considerad a vialation of this Consent Order.

(21) Costs.

12/08/88 09:59 TX/RX NO.1624 P.010
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Respondent shail bear all costs of compfying with this Consent

Order.

(23) Violation of the Consent Order.
I Respondent violates the terms of this Consent Order in any
raspect, the Board, after giving Respondent nctice and an opportunity to he heard,

may revoke the terms of the conditional IECense and take i1‘1,Jrither disciplinary action. If

a COmplalrt or charges ars filed against Respondent durmg the term of this Consant

Order, the condmonal license period shall be pxtended unﬁ! the matter is final.

(23) . Reevaluation of Conditions.

In the event Respondent does not work in nursing within three (3)

~ years of the date of entry of this Consent Qrder, Respondent may appear before the

Board for rnevaluatron of the conditions of this Consent Order.

(24) Completion of Conditional License Periog.

Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may
petition the Board to rernove any and all conditions on hef license and after formai
review by the Board, Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by

appropriate Board action. Respondent, however, must present proof of successful

substance abuse rehabilitation and demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing
Board, that she peses no danger to the prachce of nursing and that she can safely
and competenﬂy perform the duties of a registered nurse.” Such proaof shall include

approprta'telsupport from her treating prafessional and employer or nursing schoal

10
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administreinor. Furthermore,’ Respondent shall demonstrate, 10 the Roard's
satisfactio;n, thét she fully complied with all the terms of fhis Consent Order.

B. g\lotwithstanding any provision above, Respondent must meet all Nursing
Board reqLiremems tor lcense renewal and license rainétatement‘

C. 'f]"hs‘s Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may be
reported tui:) other licensing authoritizs as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a)(7).

D. Th:s Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent's

licensing flfle and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions In any future

disclpﬁnar}i/ matter.

STATE OF VERMONT
AIEEHM H SORRELL

Senjor Assistant
Attorney General

ELIZABETH M. SULLIVAN
RESPONDENT

Dated: )L/OQED by: M% éﬁiﬂ/%

@zzabeth M. Sullivan

APPROVEE;J AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOQARD OF NURSING
N Y A o FA . / ﬂ‘ 4 / o5
Dated: _«i 1o Rt /j by: /NS0 g g i <</ (/( o
LN T :

Chairperson

Date of entry: _ /71 /4= <4
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: )
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197

License Number 26-19713 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION
NOW COME the State of Vermont, through Attorney General

William H. Sorrell, and Respondent Elizabeth Mary Sullivan whc

1. The Board of Nursing has Jjurisdiction to investigate
complaints of unprofessional conduct and approve consent orders
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582.

2. Respondent 1s a nurse licensed by the State of Vermont
holding licenée numbper 26-19713.

3. By earlier stipulation and order dated 4/14/97,
Respondent admitted she abused controlled drugs, specifically
acetaminophen #3 with codeine. She was placed under suspension
for six months with additional conditions regarding treatment.

4. Reépondent has completed the suspension period and has

been adhering to the conditions cof that stipulation and order.

5. Respondent has petitioned for reinstatement of her
license.
6. The State does not oppose that petition in light of this

agreement and the terms and conditions it sets forth as agreed
upon by the parties. |

7. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must
review and accept the terms of the Consent Order. If the Board

rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation and Consent Order



shall be null and void.

8. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document
and agrees that it contains the entire agreement between the
parties.

9. Respondent 1is not under the influence of any drugs or
alcohol at the time she signs this Stipulation and Consent
Order.

10. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreement after the
opportunity to consult with legal counsel and is not being
coerced by anyoﬁe into signing this Stipulation and Consent
Orderxr.

11. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to a contested
hearing before the Board of Nursing.

12. Respondent agrees that the order'set_forth below may be

entered by the Board.

ORDER
Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED ac
follows:

A. The Nursing Board REINSTATES Respondent's license to
practice nursing and CONDITIONS that license for a minimum
reriod of three (3) years commencing with the date this order
is entered by the Vermont Board of Nursing. The CONDITIONS on
Respondént's license are as follows:

(1) Length of Time Conditions Imposed.

The conditions shall remain in place until

respondent has completed three (3) years of supervised nursing



practice in which she works at least forty (40) hours every two
(2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40)
hours every two(2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.

{2y Administration of Medications.

Respondent 's license is conditioned to prohibit her

from administering any medications for a period of three (3)
months. This condition may be removed only by Respondent
petitioning the Board for its removal no sooner than three (3)
months (during whiéﬁ time she works at least 40 hours every £wo
weeks in nursing) from the date of entry of this Consent Order
or the date She returns to work as a nurse, whichever is later.

In petitioning the Board Respondent agrees that she must
deﬁonstrate, to the satisfactior of the Nursing Board, that she
can safely and competently administer medications. Such prodf
shall include appropriate support from her treating
professional and employer or nursing school administrator.

The removal of the prohibition against administering
medications shall not result in automatic reinstatement of all
medication privileges. Rather,‘the Board may gradually restore
those privileges through the following intermediary stepé: (1)
permission to administer nonnarcotic medications under
supervision while the prohibition on administering narcotic
medications remains in place; and (2) full permission to
administer nonnarcotic medications along with permission to
administer narcotic medications only under supervision.

(3} Approval of Changes of Treating Professional.

Respondent shall obtain prior approval from the



Board or its designee of all changes of treating professional.
Failure to obtain prior approval of a change of treating
professional may be grounds for a charge of violation of this

Consent Order.

(4) Completion of Counseling and Treatment Plan.

Respondent shall enter into and continue counseling
with the treating professional approved by the Board until the
treating professional notifies thevBoard in writing that such
counseling is no iongef necessary in her/his professional
opinion. Respondent shall comply with the treatment plan
approved by the Roard.

(5) Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification to

Treating Professional.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation
and Consent Order to her treating professional and cause her
treating professional to inform the Board, in writing and on
‘professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and
Consent Order and the treating professional's ability to comply
with the conditioné related to treatment and with all other
terms of this Consent Order.

(6) Reports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating
professional to submit to the Board evidence of satisfactory
rogress with the treatment plan during the effective period of
this Consent Ofder. These reports shall be submitted in
writing on forms issued by the Board and shall be accompanied

by a cover letter on the treating professional's professional



letterhead. The first report is due commencing the month after
the date of entry of this Consent Order and subsequent reports
are due‘every month thereafter.

Respondent shall authorize her treating
professional to proVide all information requested by the
Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally or in writing, at
any time during the period this Consent Order is in effect.

(7) Random Drug Testing.

Respondent shall submit to random drug and alcohol
screening at the request of the Board. Respondent(éhall ensure
that Respondent's treating professional or employer or both
shall administer random alcohol or drug tests as required by
the Board or its designee. All screens shall be negative
except for drugs prescribed for her under the care of a
physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner. (See paragraph

C.(10) Drug Use Exception).
.4§ 5_(,@_1./»0]\/\

(8) Abstain from AZzcmimrst or Druq Use.

Respondent shall ain completely from the
[C/&J/\ \?AU/‘;\Q/«/\

consumption of aledhel or the use or posse551on of any drugs

with the except of prescribed medications as outlined in
paragraph C. (10).

(9%9 Drug Use Exception.

Respondent may take medications lawfully prescribed
for a bona fide illness or condition by a physician, dentist,
or nurse practitioner whose identity shall be made known to the
Board in writing by Respondent within forty-eight (48) hours of

the establishment of the practitioner/patient relationship.



Respondent shall ensure that the physician, dentiét or nurse
practitioner informs thé Board, in writing and on appropriate
letterhead, of knowledge of Resbondent‘s chemicalrdependency
within one (1) week of entering into the practitioner/patient
relationship. Respondent shall inform the Board in writing of
all medications prescribed, including the name of the
prescribing pfactitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of
receliving the rrescription. The Board or its designee may
request at'any time that the practitioner document the
continued need for prescribed medications. Respondent shall
keep a written record of medications taken, including over the
counter drugs, and produce such record upon the request of the
Board or its designee.

(8) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews
with the Board or its designee upon reguest.

{91) Re-issue of License.

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this
- Consent Order, Respondent shall submit her license to the Board
of Nursing for a re-issued license labelled "conditicned".

(12) Out of State Practice/Residence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can
be credited toward fulfillment of these terms and conditions,
Respondent shall first obtain approval from the Board prior to
Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If Respondent fails
to receive such approval before leaving the State, none of the

time spent out-of-state will be credited toward the fulfillment



of the terms and conditiocns of this Consent Order.

(10) Notification of Place of Emplovment/ Personal

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this
Consent Order, Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing,
of her current place of nursing employment, personal address,
and telephone number. Respondent shall further notify the
Roard,  in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any change
in nursing employment, personal address, or telephone number.

(14) Notification to Emplovers/Nursing School.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation
and Consent Order to all employers in any current or future
setting in which she practices as a nurse and inform them of
hér conditional license status. Within ten (10) days of the
date of entry of this Consent Order or of any subsequent
employment, Respondent shall causé her immediate supervisor to
write to the Board, on the employer's letterhead, acknowledging
reéeipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the ability to
comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the event
Respondent is attending a nursing program, Respondent shall

Y

provide a copy of the Stipulation and Consent Order to the
Program Director. Respondent shall cause the Program Director
to write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging
receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and ability of the
program to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order

during clinical experience.

{15) Reports from Emplovers/Nursing School

Within one (1) month of the date of entry of this



Consent Order and every month thereafter, Respondent shall
cause every employer she has worked for duriﬁg the month to
submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondent's performance
and attendance during that month. This report shall be
‘submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board and
accompanied by a cover letter on the employer's letterhead. In
the event the Respondent attends nursing school, Respondent‘
shall cause the Program Director to submit to the Board, on a
monthly baéis, a written.evaluation of Respondent's performance
and aﬁtendance. This report shall be submitted in writing‘on
forms issued by the Board and‘accompanied by a cover letter on
the school's letterhead. 1In the event Respondent is not
employed in nursing or attending school during any month or
portion thereof, Respondent shall submit to the Board, in
writing, a Self—report describing other employment or
activities.

Respondent shall authorize her employer and her
nursing school administrator to provide all information
requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally
or in writing, at any time during hthe period the Conszent Order
is in effect.

(16) Practice Under Supervision.

Respondent shall practice only in a setting where
she has on-site supervision for the entire shift by a
registered nﬁrse in good standing with the Vermont Board of
Nursing.

(17) Prohibited‘Duties.




Respondent shall not work as a Charge Nurse.

(18) Types of Employment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry,
travelling nurse agency, float-pool, home health care agency,
temporary employment agency or as a personal care provider
during the effective period of this Consent Order.

- {19) Prohibited.Hours of Work.

Respondent shall work only the day or evening shift
during the effective period of this Consent Order. 'Respondent
shall not work the night shift during the effective period of
this Consent Order.

(20) License Renewal.

In the event Respondent's license i1s scheduled to
expire during the period this Consent Order is in effect,
Respondent shall apply for renewal of the license, pay the
applicable fee, and otherwise maintain gualifications to
practice nursing in the State of Vermont.

(21) Release of Information Forms.

Upon the establishment of all practitioner/patient

ng orofessicnals for substance

[

relationships with (1) treat
abuse treatment, and with (2) treating professionals who
prescribe any medication to Respondent, Respondent shall
execute all release of information forms which are necessary to
authorize those practitioners to release information described
in this Consent Order to the Board of Nursing, its
investigators, and the Attorney General's Office. All

information disclosed to the Board shall be made available to



its investigators and the Attorney General'é Offiée.

Respondent shall specifically execute a consent to disclosure
form which meets the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.31 to pefmit
disclosure of all information regarding respondent's substance
abuse treatment to the Nursing Board, its investigators, and
the Attorney General's Office. Any revocation by respondent of

such a consent to disclosure during the term of this Consent

Q

Order shall be considered a violation of this Consent Order.
(22) Cosgts.
Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with

this Consent Order.

(23) Violation of the Consent Order.
If Respondent Vioiates the terms of this Consent

Order in any respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice
and an opportunity to be heard, may revoke the terms of the
conditional license and take further disciplinary action. 1If a
complaint or charges are filed against Respondent during the
term of thisuConsent Order, the conditional license period
shall be extended until the matter is final.

{24) Reevaluatinon of Conditions.

In the event Respondent does not work in nursing
within three (3) years of the date of entry of this Consent
Order, Respondent may appear before the Board for reevaluation
of the conditions of this Consent Order.

(25) Completion of Conditional License. Period.

Upon completion of the conditional license period,

Respondent may petition the Board to remove any and all

10



conditions on her license and after formal review by the Board,
Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by
appropriate Board action. Respondent, however, must present
proof of successful substance abuse rehabilitation and
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she
poses no danger tQ the practice of nursing and that she can

safely and competently perform the duties of a registered

-]

nurse.‘ Such ¢roof shall include apvropriate support from her
treating professional and employer or nursing échool
administrator. Furthermore, Respondent shall demonstrate, to
the Board's satisfaction, that she fully complied with all the
terms of this Consent Order.

B. Notwithstanding any provision above, Respondent must
meet all Nursing Board reguirements for license renewal and
license reinstatement.

C. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of pﬁblic
record and may be reported to other licensing authorities as
provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a) (7).

D. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of

ses of

C&

Respondent's licensing file and mav be us ed for purp

cdetermining sanctions in any future disciplinary matter.

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORELL
%y ) GEN%RAL

Robert W Gagnon "
Senior Assistan

Attorney Generald

Dated: s

11



ELIZABETH M. SULLIVAN
RESPONDENT

: o Y ’ -
Sated, ‘j/;f//c;;\; oy Sl D T S

Eliz"a%eth M. Sullivan

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

Dated: Q//@O//Og by : .AD .

Chairperson

Date of entry: S0 “‘é - ?dy
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Office of the
ATTORNEY
GENERAL
Montpelier,
Vermont 05609
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STATE OF VERMONT

BOARD OF NURSING
IN RE: )
Elizabeth Mary Sullivan ) Docket No: NU33-0197
License Number 26-19713 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

NOW COME the State of Vermont, through Attorney General J. Wallace Malley,

and Respondent, Elizabeth Mary Sullivan and stipulate and agree as follows:

1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate complaints of
unprofessional conduct and approve consent orders pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26 V.S.A.
§81574, 1582.

2. Respondent is a registered nurse licensed by the State of Vermont holding
license number 26-19713.

3. Respondent currently works in a non-nursing setting.

4, Respondent admits she has abused controlled drugs, specifically
acetaminophen #3 with codeine. This occurred from January of 1995 through November of
1996.

5. Respondent has, during the above period of time, presented numerous
prescriptiéns for acetaminophen #3 with codeine to be filled at numerous pharmacies and

written by multiple physician prescribers.



Crmee of the
ATTORNEY
CINZIRAL
noorpelier,

Vermon: 03609

6. Respondent admits to physician shopping and pharmacy shopping in
securing the regulated drug acetaminophen #3 with codeine for her personal use.

7. The above described aét; .constitute unprofessional conduct under 26 V.S A.
§1582(a)(5) (is habitually intemperate or is addicted to the use of habit forming drugs).

WHEREFORE, the parties agree that the following constitutes a reasonable

resolution given the above violations:

A Respondent’s license is SUSPENDED for a period of six(6) months. The term of
six months shall be measured from the date of filing this Stipulation and Consent Order.

1. Substance Abuse Therapv and Notification to
Treating Professional.

Respondent shall obtain a substance abuse assessment and develop a treatment plan
with a Board approved treating professional. Respondent shall provide the Board with a copy
of the treatment plan which must be reviewed and approved by the Board. (This approval may
be delegated to the Investigative-Team). Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation
and Consent Order to her treating professional and cause her treating professional to inform
the Board, in writing and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and Consent
Order and ability to comply with the conditions related to treatment and with all other terms of
this Stipulation and Consent Order. By signing this Stipulation and Consent Order,
Respondent waives any therapist/patient privilege for purposes of obtaining information from
her treating professional.

2. Reports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause her treating professional to submit to the

2



Oice of the
ATTORNEY
GENERAL
Montpelier,
“ermont 05609

Board evidence of satisfactory progress with the treatment plan during the effective period of
this Stipulation and Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in writing on forms
issued by the Board and shall be accompanied by a cover letter on the treatiﬁé professional's
professional letterhead. The first report is due commencing the month after the date of entry
of this Stipulation and Consent Order and every month thereafter.

3. Participation in Support Group

Respondent shall participate in one or more substance abuse support group
programs(such as Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, a recovering professionals
program, or othefprogram), approved by the Board or the Respondent's treating professional,
at least three times weekly, or as recommended by her treating professional.

4. Random Drug Testing.

‘ T S

Respondent shall submit to random dmg-&p%—z@ol screening at the request of the

Board. Respondent's treating professional or employer or both shall administer random
Pd

% drug tests as required by the Board or its designee. All screens shall be negative

except for drugs prescribed for her under the care of a physician or nurse practitioner. (See

Section 6 Drug Use Exception).

5. Abstain from Drug Use.

Respondent shall abstain completely from the consumption, use, or possession of
any drugs with the exception of prescribed medications as outlined in section 6.

6. Dr Exception

Respondent may take medications lawfully prescribed for a bona fide illness or

condition by a physician or nurse practitioner whose identity shall be made known to the Board



by Respondent within forty-eight (48) hours of the establishment of the practitioner/patient
relationship. Respondent shall ensure that the physician or nurse practitioner informs the
Board, in writing and on appropriate letterhead, of knowledge of Respondent's chemical
dependency within one (1) week of entering into the practitioner/patient relationship.
Respondent shall inform the Board of all medications prescribed, including the name of the
prescribing practitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the prescription. The Board
or its designee may request at any time that the practitioner document the continued need for
prescribed medications. Respondent shall keep a wﬁttén record of medications taken,
including over the counter drugs, and produce such record upon the request of the Board or its
designee. By signing this Stipulation and Consent Order, Respondent waives any
practitioner/patient privilege for purposes of obtaining information pursuant to this paragraph.

7. Interview with the Board or its designee,

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or its designee
upon request.

8. Release of Information Forms.

Respondent shall immediately execute all release of information forms as may be
required by the Board or its designee.

9. Costs.

!

Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Stipulation and Consent

c— Order.
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If Respondent violates the terms of this Stipulation and Consent Order in any
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respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice and an opportunity to be heard, may revoke

‘s‘uspend or take other disciplinary action. If a complaint or charges are filed against

Respondent during the term .of: fhis Stipulation and Consent Order, the suspension shall stay in
effect until resolution of the subsequent complaiht and charge.
12. At the conclusion of this period of suspension, the respondent may petitioh the
Board for reinstatement or a conditional license. Respondent agrees that she must present
proof of successful substance abuse réhabilitation and demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the
Board that she poses no danger to the practice of nursing and that she can safely and
competently perform the duties of a registered nurse. Furthermore, Respondent shall
demonstrate, to the Board's satisfaction, that she fully complied with all the terms of this
Stipulation and Consent Order.

Notwithstahding any provision above, Respondent must meet all Nursing Board

requirements for license renewal and license reinstatement.

B. By signing this Stipulation and Consent Agreement, Respondént agrees to allow the
Nursing Board, or its designee, to obtain information, either orally or in writing, from her
treating professional, employer or nursing school administrator at any time during the period
this Stipulation and Consent Order is in effect.

C. Respondent waives her right to formal charges and a hearing before the Board.

D. The final disposition of the complaint against Respondent is public and the Board
may notify other states of its disposition as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a)(7).

E. Respondent understands that this Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of
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hier licensing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future
éisciplinary matter.

F. The parties understand that the terms of this Stipulation and Consent Order are
contingent upon review and acceptance by the Board and that if the Board rejects any portion
the entire Stipulation and Consent Order shall be nuil and void.

| G. Respondent has read and reviewed this document fully and agrees that it contains the
entire agreement between the parties.

H. Respondent specifically waives any claims that any disclosures made to the full
Board during its review of this agreement have prejudiced her rights to a fair and impartial

hearing in future hearings if this agreement is not accepted by the Board.

1. At the time Respondent signs this Stipulation and Consent Order Respondent is not
under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

J. This consent order is entered into voluntarily by Respondent after the opportunity to
consult with legal counsel. Respondent has not been coerced by anyone into signing this
Stipulation and Consent Order.

STATE OF VERNONT

J. WALLACE MALLEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Robert W. Gagdbn
Senior Assisafit
Attorney Geheral

Dated: \3; //Z//?P



RESPONDENT
ELIZABETH MARY SULLIVAN

Dated: 7’{%{47 by: MQ/%W. 4% g \\

1zab§)1 Mary Sullivan

* APPROVED AS TO FORM N g — C(-lvci o
Stéphen$. B16dgett

Attorney for Ms. Sullivan

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
Dated: L'//L7L}(?/] by /‘-:V (ol A, /9] jslv.[/'fL_

’ Chairperson
Date Filed:
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

In re Elizabeth M. Sullivan } Docket No. NU33-0197

SUMMARY SUSPENSION ORDER

On March 10, 1997, this case came before the Board of
Nursing for a hearing on a request for summary suspension.

Based upon the evidence presented by the parties, the Board
finds that the allegations in the reguest for summary suspension
have been established to the necessary degree. Therefore, the
public health, safety, and welfare imperatively require emergency
action.

Pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 814(c), Sullivan’s license as a
registered nurse is SUMMARILY SUSPENDED until a hearing on
charges has been held and determined, or other resolution of this
case.



