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STATE OF VERMONT P
SECRETARY OF STATE

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION ‘
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: )

JUDITH STILWELL ) Docket No, 2009-590 (NU) ‘
License No. 026.0025%42 ) |

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER -
STIPULATION

. NOW COME the State of Vermont, by and throngh State Prosecuting Attomey S.
- Lauren Hibbert, and the Respondent, Judith Stilwell, RN, who stipnlate and agree as follows:

Board Aunthority

L TheVamomStateBoardomesmg(the“Board’)humﬂmntytomwamgsor
reprimands; suspend, revoke, limit, or condition current licenses; or prevent the
renewaloflapsedhcmtﬁaﬁardlwxplmaryhunng,ﬂwBomdﬁndsmme

- Respondent has engaged in unprofessional condoct. 3 V.S.A. § 129(a); 3 V.S.A. §
129a;3 VS.A. §814(d),26VS.A § 1582; the Administrative Rules of the Board of o
Nursing (the “ARBN™); and the Rules of the Office of Professional Regulation. :

|
Statement of Facts _ ' f
2. Judith Stilwell (the “Respondent”) of Alburg, Veimont is licensed by the State of
Vermont as a Registered Nurse under license namber 026.0025942. This license was
originally issued on or about September 26, 2000 and expires on March 31, 2013. ‘
3. At all times relevant, Respondent was employed as a cHinical instructor at Vermont
Technical College (“VTC”), located in Randolph Center, Vermont, and was working
in that capacity at Franklin County Rehab Center (the “FCRC"™), located in St.
Albans, Vermont.

4. On or about November 11, 2009, the Office of Professional Regulation received a }
Report of Unprofessionsl Condnct alleging that on or about October 6, 2009, the :
Respondent failed to adequately supervise clinical students which cemsed them to be
exposed to a MRSA patient thereby endangering themselves and other patients.

5. On or about June 3, 2010, in an interview with State Investigator Karl Packer, K.H,
who is the Vennont Technical College Site Director, stated that the Respondent was
responsible for training stadents at FCRC. K_H. states that while the Respondent
was working at FCRC shewasmqunedmfollowﬁ:cpohmmmdpmoednm of
FCRC.
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6. 0noraboutJnne4,2010,inaninMviewwithSmahvesﬁgatoeriPacku,
RegiswredesaP.B.mdihatmorabontNovembu'll, 009 she ohserved the
Rﬁpondemandcliniealsmdmtsonawingﬂmtﬂmydonottypiaﬂywod:on. She
ﬁnﬂms&&sthatnhesawtwocﬁnicd@mtsiakingvihlsigmofamsﬁmwho
hadMRSAwi&mxtweaﬁngpasnnal}mtwﬁveequipnmt. P.E. stated that there
wmtbﬁghtqmgesign-mmideﬂaedoorﬂmmdﬁthRSAwaspmsemmdtbat

7. OnorabomSepﬁunbetZO,ZOIO,inmhnaviewwiﬂxSmhvesﬁgamd(miPwker,
Cx.smdﬂmtshewasoneofmenmingsmdemsinvo!vedinthcincidemwor
about November ll.mmmﬂshehadmwenﬂxepremﬁmsignsmusideof
the patient’s room. .

8. On or about September 17, 2010, in an interview with Investigator Packer, T.G. stated
ﬂntshewasoneofthenmsingstudmtsinvolvedmﬂxeinciduuonorabout .
November lI,ZOOQandthatshehadnotseenthepxwauﬁonsimsontsidcofme
patient’s room. T.G. stated that the Respondent did not review any of the residents’
charts with the stadents before they started to administer care, :

9. OnoraboutSeptunbaSO,ZOlO,inanhtuviewwithInvuﬁgnmerker,ﬂw
Rospmduusmdthatonotabomeembﬁll,m_shedidnotknowhusmdm
weregoingtoheatrwidentswho.hadMRSA,shedidmthavetheeppmmnitym
review the charts for the residents, nor did she sce the sign outside the resident’s room
until after the stadents were in the room.

10, Respondent has committed unprofessional conduct because when she did not instruct
wclhﬁedsmdmuwusepmomlpmtecﬁveeqnipmmwhﬂemﬁngapaﬁmtwiﬂx

MRSAshodxdmtoonﬁonnmmenﬁalmmdmdsofsnﬁnblewe;mdthaeﬁm,she
failed to comply with the rules governing the practice of profession.

- Charges

11.  The act(s), omission(s), and/or circamstance(s) described above constitute grounds
fordizgu;gplinebecmwe the Respondent has committed unprofessional conduct in

=yt os e ¢

8. 26 V.S.A. § 1582(a)(3) (Is unable to practice mursing competently by reason of
anycsnse)whichincludesperﬁnmingmsafemunmepmblepaﬁemme
pursuant to ARBN Chapter 4, Subchapter 4, Rule H(B)(1); and failing to conform
toﬂlcessmﬁal'standatdsofaccepmbleandpmaﬂingnmsingmacﬁoepmsumtm
ARBN Chapter 4, Subchapter 4, Rule XI(B)(2);

b. 3V.S.A. § 129a(b)(1) and (2) (Failure to practice competently by reason of any
memasﬁ:glcoccasimo:onmﬂﬁpleoccas;onsmayoonsﬁmtennpmmm
eonduct,wbzﬂleracmalinjurymacﬁem,paﬁent,orwswmerhasécwuvd.
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Failure to practice competently includes: (1) performance of wnsafe or-
mwceptabbpaﬁmtorclientcne;or@)faMmconﬁamtoch
standards of acceptable and prevailing practice); and '

c. 3 VS.A. § 129a(a)(3) (Failing to comply with provisions of foderal or state
_ Statates or rules governing the practice of the profession).

]
12.  Respandent admits the facts above are trae and that the conditions below are i
necessary to protect the public, : : s

13. RespmdgntundushndsﬂmﬂmNmsingBoudmustmiewmdwceptthewmsof :
the Consent Order. If the Boerd rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation and A
Consent Order shall be mult and void. |

‘14, Rmpondmspwiﬂeunywaivesanyclaﬁnsthatmydisclmmadctomefnn
Boarddmingitsrwicwofﬂﬁsagmmuhavep@judioedhaﬁghtsmaﬁirand
ﬁnpuﬁalh&minginfnhmhemingsifﬂﬁsagremismtacwptedbyﬂwm

15. Respmdmthwrwdmdmﬁmed&hmﬁ:adoammmdamthaﬂtcminsﬂw

: entire agreement between the parties.

16. Respmdentisnotmd«ﬂzehﬂnenobofmydrngsoralooholattheﬁmcshesigus

17. Respmdcmvohmtaﬁlycmersﬁmmisagmamtaﬁmﬂxeobpommitymcmmk
withlegaleonnselmdisnotba’ngcoacedbyanymeintosigningﬁ:isﬁpﬂdﬁon
and Consent Order. _

18.  Respondent volmtarily waives bier right to a contested hearing before the Board of
. Mnsingand‘waivcsmyﬁgbﬂqappeulﬁom.thisSﬁpulaﬁondementOrdcr. )

19. Rmpmdentagmmthgttherﬂergetﬁrthbclowmaybeenﬁ:redhytheBoui ) Lo

ORDER
Based on the Stipulation above, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED s follows:
A. A TheBoard of Nursing hersby CONDITIONS the Respondent’s license o

practice mursing for six (6) months from the date of eatry below. The conditions
are as follows: :

(1) Resissue of License,
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. pon the imposition of these conditions, Respondent shall be issued a licenso labeled
‘conditi ) i

(40) hours every two (2) weeks as a nurse, Partﬁmehoursoflessﬂnnforty(%)homcvety
ma(z)weeksshanbeaediwdonamawdbasis.'mmwmdmtshnbepmhibmdﬁom '
worﬁngnwrethmforty(w)hmnsperweekdmingﬂxeoondiﬁonedpﬂiod. :

(3) Infestion Control Coorse, ;
RespondmﬂmnstWthﬂycompl&(meed%apﬁsﬁxggmde,ifappﬂmﬂé)a :
'infecﬁonwnnol'omnsewﬁhpdmappxwdbytthomdmimdeﬁgnee,andﬂamwbnﬁt
wﬁucndommmﬁmofeompleﬁm(caﬁﬂcamﬁmleﬁm,m)wveﬁﬁﬁemewm
: haﬁsﬁcﬁonofﬂxeBoatdoritsdcsi,gnee. 'I‘hisocmsemustbeoompletedwithinnincty(%) ‘
daysofﬂ:edateofemryoftbisSﬁpnlaﬁonathonscntOrdm )

4 Ri A
Rcspmdmtmustmcmﬁuﬂycomphte(ie,meiwapassinggudc,ifappﬁmbh}a
managemmtcomsewitbpﬁmappmvnlhyﬂ:eBomdorimdesignee,andmmmbmﬂ
written documentation of completion (certificate of completion, etc.) to verify the same to the
satisfaction of the Board or its designee. This conrse must be completed within ninety (90)
days of the date of entry of this Stipulation and Consent Order.

(5) Notification to B

rers/Nursmig Schoo

Respondent shall provi a-oopyofﬂzis.SﬁpulaﬁonandComent‘Omertoallemployersin
mycnnentorﬁnmcsetﬁnginwhichkespmdmmacﬁmuamemdinfmmthanof
Respondent’s conditional license status. :

W’tthinm(lO)daysofﬂ:edateofmhyofﬂxisCmsentOxdermofanysnbseqmt
nmﬁngemploymaﬂ;RespmdmtshaﬂmuR&pondan’simmedimmpaﬁmwsubmﬂ
mmeBomdmanployaagreanentfomnppmvedbymeBomﬂ,whowledgingmaiptof
theSﬁp‘ﬂaﬁondeonsmtOrdermdﬂxeabiﬁtywoomplywiﬂnhemdiﬁonsinﬂxe
Consent Oxder.

hthewemﬂlekespmdentismfendingammmspmgmmwhichhasacﬁniealporﬁm
ﬂ:atinvplvwmﬂpaﬁech,Rcspmddushaﬂmovidcampyofme'Sﬁpuhfimmﬂ

snbmittotheBoaxdamusingpmgmmagreemmtﬁmnappmvedbytthom'd;
whowledgingreceimoftheS&pﬂaﬁmdemsentOrdcrmxltheabﬂhyof&epmgmnm
complywiﬂnhecondiﬁonsintheConsentOrderdlﬁngclinicalexpeﬁme. .

. mployers/Program

(6) [ S ers/Proprs

Within one (1) month of the date of ent of this Order or within one (1) month of the
commencement of mirsing employment and monthly thereafier, Respondent shall cause
waynmsingunybyerﬂaekwpmdemhaswo&edforduﬁngthemmﬂ:msuhnitmmc
Boardmevahaﬁmofkespondent’sworkpwfommeandaumdancedmingﬂmm.

v

s
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lhuercpomshallbembnnmdmwnhngmmnnsmsuedbyﬂ:eBoard. All employer
msmwmmﬁwpafameae"mmﬂymeﬁnganmm&

Respondent shall practice nursing only in & sctting where Respondent has direct
supervision for the entire shift by a registered murse that is licensed and in good standing with
the Board. .

(8) Types of Employment Probibited, o
Respondent shall not work in 8 supervisory role. Respondent shall not work for a nrse :

mgisuy,&avdmgmagmcy,ﬂoa-po@hmhwthmagmcy,tmpmmﬁng

employment agency, or as apxivated:nymnseorpersamlmpmvidarequidnganmsing

or nursing assistant license during the effective period of this Consent Order,

(9) Out-of-State Practics. '
* Before any cut-of-state practice can be credited toward fulfillment of these terms and
cmdiﬁms,RapdndmshaﬂﬁmtobtainappmvalﬁumﬂmBoudpﬁmtoRmpmdmt :
practicing nursing outside the State of Vermont. If Respondent fails to receive such approval '
befonpmcﬁ&ngmxsingmideﬂxeSmteofVermongmoftheﬁmespempmcﬁcing
nmursing out-of-state will be credited toward the fulfillment of the terms and conditions of this
Consent Order. The Board will approve out-of-state nursing practice so long as the }
Respandent can still comply with the provisions of this Consent Order. - !
IftheRemmdemmeeivesdisciplinconammMchmhddinmoﬂmsmmMgme
condiﬁonedpaiod;lheke@mdmmustin&mﬁneBmtdofsuch.inwﬁﬁng,vﬁthinm
. (10) days of receiving such discipline.

(10) ) m of Place : sonat Addres ne Numbey

Within ten (10) days of the of entry of this Consent Order, Respondent shall notify
the Board, in writing, of her current place of employment, personal address, and telephone
number. Respondent shall further notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours
ofmychmgehwumloymmt(mcludingmﬁgnmimmmmﬁnuﬁon),pmduddmss,m
telephone number.

. =
prication o

a1

JNotificati Other §
In the event that the Respondent is licensed in nursing in any other state(s), she must
inform the nursing licensing board of the state(s) in which the Respondent is licensed of the
oonditionalsmmaofheeromnmsingﬁoenscwiﬂlmwrtyGO)daysofﬂmdate_ofenuy
of this Order. I the Respondent fails to provide such notification, it will be considered a
violation of this Order. '
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(12) Licsmse Renewal, : o | o

(13) Costs.,
lfheprondentshaﬂbearallcostsofoomplyingwithtbisCmseanxm

(14) Violation of this Order.. !
Hﬂwkmmmmmmofﬁsom«mmymmmmgiﬁng .
ﬂxeRespan@nmﬁccand_moppmumﬂymbeheard, maymsdndormodifyﬂ.ﬁsOxdumd

Aﬁuomdm ditic VL may petition the Board to remove _ '
mymdmcmﬁﬁmsmhu_ﬁommm-kspmdmtmstmpmoﬂhatshchufnny .
comiplied with the terms of this Order, ,

" B. _WhﬂennderthcemdiﬁonsofﬂﬁsSﬁpulnﬁondeonseﬁOrﬂerﬁmRﬁpondeMmay
request in writing that her license status be changed to INACTIVE — CONDITIONED.
msw,mmmmmhaﬁmmmbcchmgedmwﬁveshe
will be subject to the conditions in this order.

C. ThekospondmtmnstoonhnuetomeetaﬂNmmngBomﬁreqtmanentsﬁn'mmmmnmg
a license, license renewal and license reinstatement. ' .

D. IhisSﬁpnlaﬁonandCommtOrderisamaﬁerofpubﬁcmﬂmdmxybereporwdm
other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. § 129(a).

E. This Stipnlation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent’s licensing file and
may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future disciplinary matter.

AGREED TO: ' STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF STATE &

Dawd:._;@[ Zﬁ\‘ , By: N
i ' Hibbert \y

S;atersecuﬁngAttomey

JUDITH STILWELL
RESPONDENT
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Dated' / ) o 3 ;
Mg o o, §
APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: * " VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING :
. . ¥ v
Date of Entry: é//‘////




