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STATE OF VERMONT

BOARD OF NURSING
IN RE: ) :
Elizabeth Rhoades ) Docket No. NU11-0800
License No: 26-19424 )
- STIPULATION AND CONSENT QRDER
STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermont, through its Attoray General, Williarh H,
Sorm'll, and Respondent Elizabeth Hhc&des, who stipulate and agree as follows!
1. The Vermont Board of Nuréing has iurisdiétion to investigate and adjudicate
allegations of unprofessional conduct committed by nurses and nursing assitants
pursuant to 3 V..A. §§129, 120a: 26 V.S.A. §§1674, 1582, 1595 and 1598 the

Board of Nursing's Rules and the Office of Professionai F!egu'iation’s Rulas.

2. Respondent Elizabeth Rhoades, of Jericho, Vermont, is a registered nurse

holding license number 26-19424 issued by ths State of Vermont, which was
originally issuéd on about March 30, 1990 and it is currently extendad.

3. Atall times relevant, Respondent was employed by or associated with Genegls
Elder Cara, of Morrigville, Vermont. Further, Hedpondent worked at “Ganesis”
“from about June 12, 2000 to August 3, 2000, and was terminated during her
‘probaticnary period. -

4, Respondent admits that on or about June 30, 2000, she left an insulin fillod.
syringe In a medication cart drawer contrary to fnstruclions.

5. Respondent admits that on or about July 1'2, 2000, she left a tslephone ordar {(or

several orders) taken from physicians, and recelpts, which wers put into the
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wrong box. Further, these ware never sent to physicians to sign until they were
found by another Genesis empiovee about a week later.

g, Hespon_dent admits that on or about July 26, 2000, she omitted giving
madication(s) at about 1200 hours as ordered, including those for patient “Cig.",
and left them on top of a madif:ation cart. Further, said medication(s) remained
on the cart until discovered by another Genasie employee several hours later.

7. Fléspondant does not admit, but will not contest that that on multiple docasioms.
including but not necessarlly limited to July 27, 2000, she worked afier having
consumed aicohol,

8. Respondent admits the conclusions of unprofessional conduct as set forth below
in the Board's drder. |

9. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept the

- terms of the Consent Order. | the Board rejects any portion, the entlre Stipulation
and Consent Order shall be null and void.

10, Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrees that it
containg the entire agreement between the parties.

11 .Hespondent walves any notification period and agrees to have this document
reviewed by the Board during the next available meeting. Raspio_ndent apeciﬂlc_ally
waives any claims that' any disclosuras made to the full Board during its review of
thie agreament have prejudiced hér rights 10 a fair and .lmpartla'l-hearing in future

hearings if this agreament I8 not accepted by the Board.

-12.Respondent is not under the influerice of any drugs or alcohol at the time she .

signe this Stipulation and Consent Order.
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13. Respondent voluntarily enters this agresment after the opportunity to consult with

legal counsel and is not belha coercad by anyone into signing this Stipulation and

Consent Order, _
14, Respondent voluntarily waives her right to charges and a contested hearing
before the Board of Nursing.
15. Respondent agrees that the Board may set forth the order below.
| ~ ORDER
Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED es follows:
A. By engaging in the conduct above, Respondent acted unprofessionally

* pursuant to, and in violation of: Nursing Board Rules Chapter 4, Rule IV(B)(2)(a)

(performance of unsafe or unacceptable nursing care) and Chapter 4, Rule
IV(B)(E_)(b) (fallure to conform to the essential standards of Mptabie and prevdlling
nursing piactlce), and; 3 V.S.A, §120a(a)(3).(falling to comply with provisions of
federal or state statutes or rules govérning the practice of the pmfession).

B.  The Nursing Boafd SUSPENDS the Respondent's license,

commencing on the date this ordar is antered, continuing untii she completes an

aloohol and drug évaluation, by an alcohol and drug abuse counselor with prior

approval by tha Board or its designee, and who shall present higsher findings to the

Board or ite designes. The Board or designee shall then acknowledge sams to

‘Respondent, In writing. This may occur prior to approval of this Stipulation and

Consant Order by the Board, but in any event, the following CONDITIONS shall

thereafter apply:
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(1) Co tion ounseling and Treatment P
| If the Board or its designes, after examining the findings by the
‘(above) alcohol and drug abuse counselor, so orders, Respondent shall anter inty -

and/or continue counseling with a treating professional approved by the Board's

designee, for three years, or until the treating professlon&l notifles the Board's
designes in writing that such counsaling is no iongar necessary in her/his
profassiona! oplnidn and the Board (or its designes) agrees, in writirig, and;
Ragpondant shall comply with paragraphé l.ato 1, heréin. Respondent shall |
comply with a treatment plan, ihcluding participation in 2 support group, approved by
the professional and the Board (or its designee). This shali be dong as soon as

possible and prior to the and of suspeansion.

Respondent shall obtaln prior approval from the Board or Hts
designee of all changes of treating profassional. Failure to obtain prior approvallof a

change of treating professional may be grounda far a charge of violation of this

- Consent Order. |
{1.b)8ubstance Abuse Thg:m and Notification :g. |
Treating Profesgional. |

Respondant shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent

Order to her freating profeasional and cause her treating professional to inform the

Office of th o : T
ATTORNEY Board, in writing and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and

GENERAL _ :
109 State Street Consent Order and the treating professional's ability to comply with the conditions
Montpeller, VT : '

05609 related to treaiment and with all other terma of this Consent Order.,
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| _ _
| (1.coRepors from Tresting Professiona!.

l . Respondent shail authorize and cause her traating professionat to
submit to the Board evidence of satisfactory progress with the Ireatment plan duting
 the effactive period of this Consent Order. These reports shall be submitted in writing
on forms Ilsauad by the Board. A preiiminary report ahall accompany the treatmeant

plan and the first report théreafter is due commencing the month after the date of
anﬁ'y of this Cbnsént Order and subsaquent reports are due every month thereafter.
| Respondent shall authorize her treating professional to provide all
information requested by the Nursing Board, or its desfgnee, either orally or in wiiting,
at any time during the peﬂod this Congant Order is in affeot.
(1.d)Bandom Alcohol and Drug Testing,

Respondent shall submit to random alcohol and drug scresning at
the request of the Board. 'Reapoﬁdent shall ensure an identitied contact persan,
approved by the Board, shall administer ra'ndom drug and alcohol tests. All acr_eens
shall be negative except for drugs prescribed for her under the care of a physician,
dentlst, or nurse practitioner. (Sea 'paragraph 1.1 - Drug Use Exception).

(1.6)Abstein from Alochol and Drug Use, |

Reapdndant shall abstain completely from the consumption or the

1 use or possession of any alcohol or drugs with the exception of prescribed
medications as outlined in paragraph (1.1), |
ATTORNEY (1-HDirug Use Exception.

GENERAL

109 State Street Respondent may take medications lawfully prescribed for a bona
Montpelier, VT .
ane0s fide illness or condition by a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner whose identity
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shall be made known to the Board in writing by Respondent within forty-aight (48}
hours of the astablishment of the practitioner/patient rélatiqnahip. Hesponden{ishall
ensure that tha physiclan, dentist or nurse practitionsr informs the Board, in writing
and on appropriate letterhead, of knowledge of Respondent's chemical dependency
within one (1) week of entering into the practitioner/patient refationship. Respondent
shall inform the Board in writing of all medicationa preacribed, including tHe name of
the prescribing practitioner, wiihin’foriy-aight (48) hours of receiving the prescription.
The Board or its designee may request at any time that the pracﬁtioﬁer document the
continued néed for prescribed medications, Haspondent shall keep a wdtten record
of medications taken, including over the counter drugs, and praduca such record
upon the request of the Board or its designes. |

(@) Length of Time of Other Conditions Imposed,

Notwithstanding paragraphs 1.through 1.t above, the following Other

Conditions shail remain in place unti! Respondent has completed twelve (12)
months of supervised nursing practice in which she works at least forty (40) hours
avery two (2) weeks in nursing [Part time hours ot less than forty (40) hours avery
two (2} weeks ahalt be credited on a prorated basis].

(3)  Intervi the o1 its desi

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the. Boardi or

Its designee upon request.

(4)  Re-igsue of Liconse,

Whhin five (5) days of successful renewal, Raspondent shall submit

her license to the Board of Nursing for a re-issued lcense iabsled "conditioned®. -
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Before any out-of-state practice or residence can be credited toward

fuifiiiment of these terms and conditions, Respondent shall first notify the Board

1. before beginning such practice. If Respondent fails to notify the Board bafora, hone

of the time spent in out-of-state practice will be credited toward the fulfillment ol the

terms and conditions of this Consent Order,

8) tification of Place of Emplovment/ Personal

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,
Respondant shali notity the Board, in writing, of her current place of nursing
employment (if shae Is employed as a nurse), personal address, and telephons

nimber. Respondent shall further notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48)

hours of any ¢hange in nursing employment, personal address, or tslephone number,

(7)  Notlfication to Emplovers/Nursing School.

| Respondent shell provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent
Order to alt employers in any current or futurs sattlng in which she practices as a
nurse and inform them of her conditional license status._ Within ten (10) days of the
date of entry of this Consent QOrder or of any such subsequent employment,
Respondent shall cause her immediate sdparvlsor to write 10 the Board, on the
employer's letterhead, acknowledging 'rec_:elpt of the Stipulation 'and' Consent Order
and the ability to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. in the event

Respondent is attending a nursing program, Respondent ahall provide a copy ofithe

Stipulation and Consent Order 1o the Program Director. Reepondent shall cause the

Program Director to write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging' receipt
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of the Stipulation and Consent Or'der and ability of the program to comply with the
conditions in the Consent Order during clinical experiencé.
| @) ' rs/Nursing Scho
Within one (1) month of the date of antry of this Consent Qrder and
every month thereafter, Respondent ehall cause every aemployer for which she has

been employed as a nurse during that month to submit to the Board an evafuatibn of

~ Respondent's parformance hnd aftendance during that month. This report shall be

‘submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board. in the event ihe Respondent

attends nursing school, Respondent shall cause the Program Diractor to submit/to
the Board, on a monthly basis, a written evaluation of Respondsnt's parformance and
attendance. This report shall be submittad in writing on forms issued by the Board,
Reports must indicate, 1o the satisfaction of the Board, that Respondent can safely
and competently administer medicationé.

| Respondent shall authorize her employer and her nursing school

administrator to provide all information requestsd by tha Nursing Boérd, or its

'designee, either orally or In writing, at any fime during the period the Consert Oider

is in effect,
)] nder igl
Respondant shall practice only in a setting where she has on-site
supervision for the entire shift by a registered nurﬁe in good s‘taﬁding with the

Vermorit Board of Nursing, or Is in good standing in all states that nurse Ia licensed.

(10) Erehibited Dutigs.
Respondent shall not work as a Charge Nurse,
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(1) Tvpes of Employment Pronibled |

Raspondent_ shalll not work for a nurse registry, travelling nurse
agency, float-pool, home health cars agency, temporary smployment agency oras a
personal care provider during the effective period of this Consent Order.

(12) Llﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬁmm

In the event Respondent's licenss is schadulad. to expire during the
period this Congent drder in in effect, Respondent ahail apply for renewal of the
license, pay the applicable fee, and otherwise maintain quallfications to practice
nursing in the State of Vermont.

(19 Violation of the Consent Order.

It Respondant violates the terrhs of this Consant Ordar in any
respect, the Boa_rd, after glving Respondent notice and an bppoﬂunlty to be heard,
may revoke the terms of the conditional license and take further disciplinary action.
a complaint or charges are filed against Respondent during the term of this Consent
Order, the conditional license period shan be aﬁctanded unti! the mattar is final,

(14)  Completion of Condtional License Peried.
~ Upon complation of thacondhional license period, Respondent may
petition the Board to remove any and all conditions on. her license and after formal
review by the Board, Respondant's nurelng license mﬁy be fully restored by
appropriate Board action. Furthormore. Respondent must demonstrate, to the
Board's satisfaction, that she can safely retum to unrestricted practice, that she has
safely and competenﬂy-adminfstered medicationa and that she has fully complied

with all the terms of this Congent Order.
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C.  This Stipulation and Cbnsont Order is a mattar of .pub!ic racord and may'

be reported to other liconsing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a).

D.  This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent's

licensing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any futura

discrplinary matier.

Dated: 1/ /2 /0_/ |
[ 7

Datad: / 0/39/ o/

Approved as to form:

patec: £0/30/ 0/

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED:

Dated: _//:05~-0/

Date of entry: _ 11/7/01

LATEQZRIOG

by:.

STATE OF VERMONT

A
 Assistant Attorney General

ELIZABETH RHOADES
RESPONDENT

Elizdbsth)Rhoades

NORMAN R, BLAIS, ESQ.
RESPONDENT'S ATTORNEY

Mm /\«//g/L

Nonﬁan R. Blals, Esq.

VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

Chalirperson

10
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