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STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
BOARD OF NURSING : '
I |
i IN RE: } : _
ANTOINETTE M. PUTNAM ) Dockat No: NU 02 - 0899
License No, 025 - 0006084 }

The Respondent, Antoinglte M. Putnam, LPN, and the State of Vermont, by its
Altormnsy General, Willam H. Sorrell, stipulate to the atatemnents of Board Authortty,
Facts and Understandings sat forth below and agree to the entry of the following

Consent Order by the Vermont State Board of Nursing as a fing order in this matter. |

Board Authority

1, The Varmont State Board of Nursing ['the Board'] has authority to issue
wamings or reprimands, suspend, revoks, limit, condition or pravant the renewal

of current or lapeed licenses if, after disciplinary hearing, the Board finds that the

Raspondent has engaged in unprofessional conduct. 3 V.S A, '§129{a)[5);
3 V.S.A, §814(d); 26 V.S.A. §1582(a).

| 2. The Board has autherity to revoke, suspend or otherwise condition the practice of

8 licansee for cartain conduct. 268 V.S A, §§1582.

3. The Board has authority to adopt consent crders approving a setttement which |
has been agreed to and submitted by a respondsnt and the investigating ' |

committee. 3 V.S.A. §128(a)(3), !
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| Facts

4. The Respondent (whose address is listed in the database of the Cffice of
Profassional Regulation as RR #2, Box 924, Comish, Now Hampshire, 03745) is ‘

a Llcenséd Practical Nurse under License Number 025 ~ 0006084,
S. Respondent's license has a current expiration date of January 31, 2002,

8. On March 13, 2000 the Vermont Board of Nursing approved a Stipulation and

Consent Order granting .the Respondent a Conditioned Licenss (In_Re; :
Anfoinette Putnam, Doc. No. NU 02-08989, attached and incorporated by i

* referenceXherelnafter the "March 2000 order”), ‘ |
7. The Respchdent has requested that the condltion, I_absléd as "Resiriction on i
Bosponsibiiities” which stated that the "...Respondent shall faka- af least sixtesn ’l
(18) hours off between shifis™ be modified. J

8. Respondent has complied with all aspacts of the March 2000 order as required.

Undorstandings

A. The Respondent undarstands that the Board of Nursing must review and accept

‘ the terms of the Order set forth below and that if the Board rajects ali or any

portion of the Order, then this sntire document shall be-null and void.

B. The Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrees that it !

contams the entire agraement between the pa rtias

C. The Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohol at the time

this document is being signed.
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Q. The Respondent agrees that she has had sufficiant opportunity to cansuit with

legal counse! before signing this document,

E. The Respondent is voluntarily waiving her right to a contested haaring befora the

! Board of Nursing. : |

F. The Respondent agrees that the Order set forth immediately befow may be

entered by the Board of Nursing.

| GThe Respondent understands that when she does seek reinstatement of her

license, the Board of Nursing will, at that time, determine appropriate condlitions

to be imposed on her license and the length of time for such conditions.

Consent Order

A. Based on the above stipulations, it is ADJUDGED as follows:

a The "Facts" listed above are taksn as true;

b Thae Réspondent has sstablished that she Is safe to practice with less than
sixtaen (16) hours between shifts with the remainder of the Conditions from
the March 2000 Order remalning in affect and the provislon for as '

"Restrigtiop an Regponsipilities” modifled as stated below;

¢ The Condilions established under the March 2000 Order, with the exception |
of the requirenent of at least sixteen (16) hours off between shifts, remain !
necessary with the number of hours off between shifts modified as stated
below. _

B. Based on the above stipulation and on the above Findings and Conclusions of

this Board, it is ORDERED foilows:
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F C. The Respondent's licanse is hereby CONDITIONED for a minimum period ef

| one (1) year from tha date of entry of the March 2000 Order. Tho CONDITIONS
on Respondent's license are as follows: |

(1} . length of Time Canditions imposed,

The conditions shall remain in effact until Respondent has

completed all conditions ordered. Responderit's licensed s conditioned as follows.

@) Renortafrom Emplovers, | |
Within one (1) month of the dats of entry of this Consent Order and

every month thereafter, Respondent shall cause every employer she has worked for |
duﬁng the month to submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondent's performance [
and aﬂéndanca during that month. This repert shall be submitted in writing on
forms issusd by the Board, in the event Respondent is not employed in nursing

' during any month or portion thereof, Respondent shalt submit to the Board, in
writing, a self-reporl describing other employment or activities,

Respondent shall sign a consent, upon request of the Board, to

autherize her employér to provide all information requested by the Nursing Board,

or its designee, either orally or in writing, at sny time during the period the Consent

Order is in effect. .

(3 Practice Undsr Supervision, o
Raspondant shall practica only ih a setting where she has on-site 3

supervision for the entire shift by a registered and/or licensed nurse in good

. standing with the Vermont Board of Nu_fsing. Respondent shall not practice as a

charge rurse, In addifon, Respondent shall be supervised during all

administrations of medication until the time Respendent takes a nationally approved

.
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medication administration examination accéptable to the Board or it's designee ang

receives a Score tHat meets the nationally accepted standard, Following the

] successful completion of the examination, Respondent shail be supervised during
all administrations of medication for a period of thres (3) months.

(4} Restriction on Responsbilities, : | t

Respondent shall not be scheduled to work the 11.7 shift. If both

' the 3-11 shift and the 7-3 shifl are scheduled, Respondent shall take at least sixtesn
(18) hours off betwaen shifts with the following exceptions:
. B. Reépondent may work up to three (3) twelve hour long shifts every two

-(2) wesks as long as they are hot consecutive shifts and Respondent has

at least twelve {12) hours bff before and/or after the pravious and/or
subsequent shifts; and ' | |
b. Respondent doas not work more than two (2) shifts that sight (8) hburs

long svary two waeks If those shifts are prior to and/or subsequent to a i

twalve {12) hour shift.
(5) License Renewal
in the event Respondent's license is scheduled to expire during the
period this Consant Order is in effect, Respondent shail apply for renewal of the

license, pay the applicable fee, and ctherwise maintain @allﬁcations 1o practice

nursing in the State of Vermont,
i (8) Cqsta, N [
Raspondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent ‘

Order.
(7) Violation gf the Consent Order.
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I Respondent viclates the terms of this Consent Order in any

respect, the Board, after giving Respondant natice and an opportunity to be -

heard, may revoke the terms of the canditional license and take further
disclplinary action. ifa complaint or charges are filad against Respondent during
the term of this Consenl Order, the conditional license pericd shall be extendad

untll the matter is final,

I! (8) tion of Condii
In the event Respondent does not work in nursing within thres (3) |
ysars of the date of entry of this Consent Order, Raspcndant may appear before
| the Board for reevaiuatlon of the conditions of this Consent Order.
| 8)  Completion of Conditional License Period, |
Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may
I petition the Boartd to remave any and all conditions on her license and after
format raview by the Board, Respondent's nursing license may be ully resiored
by appropriate Board action. Regpondent, however, must present proof 1o the | '
satisfaction of tha Nursing Board, that she posss ro danger 1o the practice of
| nursing and that she can safely and competently perform the duties of a nurse.
Such.proof shall Include appropriate support from her amployer. Furthermore,

Respondent shall demonstrate, to the Board's satisfaction, that she fully complied

with all the terrms of this Consaent Order,

D. Howevar, the conditions are only Imposed on her right to practice

rursing and the license remains in effect to the extent necessary to ALLOW |

the Respondent 1o continue to perform under her nursing license the duties of a |

licensed nursing assistant provided that her employer makes monthly reports to ‘

L 8 ‘
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he Board on her performance as a (NA and the Respondeat works In a
sruzivrad seliing undar supervision. |

E.  ifthe Respondent’s licanse axpires white this Order (s st In effect, this
Order does not sutomgtically Elml'ld. tha ficeneo. In that sityation, in order to
continue 1 practicing a5 a LPN. the Respandent must timely apaly for renewal

: ol her pursing licenss ¢F sbizin 8 ioenoe i be e Licansed Praciical Nurse.

1 I8 & matter of public record and may }
be reported 1o other licensing suthyities as providad in 3 V.8 .A_§128(aX8),

H . i ;
) G, This Stipulaiion and Consant Ocder wil rgmain pant of the Respenderts
' liconming fim and may be usst in determining sanclions in futura disciplingry ' ﬁ
mattare, I

AGREEDTO: 8Y. ANTOINETTE M. PUTNAM
‘ SPONDENT

Artcinolta M. Putnam

ANDBY. STATEOF VERMONT

’ - WILLIAM H. SORRELL
| : ATTORNBY GENERAL
* Apsistant Atorhay Gonaral
ACCEPTED AND 30 ORGERED: BOARD OF NURSING e
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STATE OF VERMONT

SECRETARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
BOARD OF NURSING
iN RE: )
ANTOINETTE M. PUTNAM ) ' Docket No: NU 02 - 0888
Lieansa No. 025 . 0008084 ) s

STPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER _
The Respondent, Antoinette M. Putnarn, LPN, and the State of Varmant, by its
Atlomey General, Willlam H. Sorrell, stipulate to the staternants of Board Authority,

Facts and Understandings set forth below and agres to the entry of ths following

Consent Order by the Vermont Stals Board of Nursing as a final order in this matter.
Board Authority

A. The Vermont State Board of Nursing [“the Board”] has authority to issue
warnings or repriman d_s, suspand, ravoke, Ilirnit, zondition 6: prm)ant the renewal
of curren.t or lapeed licenses f, aftlér dlscfplinary hearing, the Board finds that the_
Raa;;ondant has anﬁaged in' unprofessionat conduct. 3 V.S.A. §128(a)(5);
3V.SA §814(d); 26 V.S.A. §1582(a). |

B. Being unable to practice nursing competsnily By reason of any cause is

Offlee of the unprofessional conduct upan which the Board can base disciplinary action. 26
ATTORNEY - _

GENERAL :
100 State Stroer V.S.A, §1 552(&)(3) | 1

Mnncpelier, V'
05609
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C. Inability 1o practice nursing competently includas performance of unsafe or
uUnacceptable patient care and failure to conform to the essential standards of
accoptable and pravalling nursing practica. Adminisirative Rulas of the Board of

Nursing ("ARBN”")} Chapter 4, Rule IV{B)(2).

D. Engaging In conduct of a character likely to harm the public Is unprotessional
conduct upon which the Board can base dlsclpunﬁry action, 26 V.S.A.

§1582(a)(7).

E. In the course of practice, the fallure to use and axercise on rapeated occasions

‘that degree of care, skill and proficiency which is commonly exarcised by the
 ordinary skillful, careful and prudent professional engaged in similar practice - '
under similar conditions, whether or not actual injury 10 a client occurred, is

unprofegsional conduct. 3 V.S.A. §129a(a)(10).
Facts

F. The Respondent (whose addrsss s listed in the database of the Office bf
Professional Regulation as RR #2, Box 924, Cornish, New Hampshire, 03745) is

a Licansed Practical Nurse under Licenss Number 025 -- 0008084.
G. .Respondam's llcense has a current expiration date of January 31, 2000.

H. At aft times relevant to thess Charges, the Respondent was employed by Mount

QOfftee oF the
ATTORNEY Ascuiney Health Center in Windser, Vermont.
LCENERAL
10 State Steqot
Montpeller, V7
05409

I. 1n 1998 and 1998, the Respondsant made a number of srrors in the course of her

praclics, specifically:
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(1) On or about February 4, 1998, the Respondent gavs patiant K. B. Percocet

i Instead of Tyleno! #3 as ordered;

(2) On or about May 7, 1998, the respondent falled to give patient M. B. Inaulin
at 0700;

{3) On or about June 4, 1998, the Respondent gave patient P, M. Flousnt 110 '

mg. instead of Atrovent as ordersd;

. {4) On or about June 22, 1998, the Respondsnt failed to give péniem W. K.

Sulfiscxide at midnight a8 orderad;

(5) On or about July 25, 1888, the Respondent failed to give patisnt F. K,

| Molaprolel as ordered at midnight,

(8) On or about October 4, 1998, the ﬁespmdant Talled to make out lab slips for
patients H. D. and R. W,;

(7) On or about October 14, 1998, the Respendent failed to changs patient C. C.

afler ke had informed her of an incontinent stool:

(8) On or about March 2, 1899, the Respondent fafled 1o give palient K. W.

Lopprassor as ordered;

(9) On or about June 19, 1999, the Respondent gave patient C. A, MS Contin

aol the }
fﬁrkc;-n:wv instead of Oxycontin as arderad;
CGENERAL
109 State Street
Montpailer, VT
DA5a0

{10) On or about July 14, 1999, the Flaspondent confused systolic and diastolic

while taking the blood prassure of patient M, W.; and

o1 d99d dns gzaipioies pS:ied BEAZ/CT /68
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(11) On or about August 4, 1999, the Respondent misread a fingerstick of

patient C. J. which resulting in the pafient not recaiving insulin as needed.

J. During the past year and a hall, the Respondent has sxhibited mermnory problems

and a lack of judgment at times and needs constant supervision.
K. The Respendent seii-raparted many of thesa incidents.

- L. The Respondent has admittad that she seems to have forgotten much of her
nursing knowledge, has a hart lime remembering the names of drugs, has

difficulty reading charts and felts, at times, that her job waa too much 'f_cr her.
Charges
M.By making the above errors, the Respondent has:

(1) parforméd unsate or unacceptable patient care and fajled 'to conform 1o the

essential standards of acceptable and pravalling nursing practics;
(2) engaged in ¢conduct of a character likely to harm the public; and

(3) falled to use and exercise on repeated occasions that degree of care, skill

and preficisncy which is commenly exercised by the ordinary skillful, careful
and prudent professiona ahgaged In similar practice under similar 1

conditions.

Otlice #f the
ATTORNEY : ' ,
GENERAL | , Linderstandings 1
109 Sroce Streer |
Montpshier, ¥T

04609
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N. The Respondent understands that the Board of Nursing must review and accept

the terms of the Order set forth below and that If the Board rejects all or any

portion of the Ordar than this entire document shall be null and void.

O. The Respondent has read and reviewed this entire docurnent and agrses that it

contains the entire agraement between the parties.

P.The Réspondanl is not under the influence of any dmgd or alcohol at the time

this document is being signed.

Q. The Respondent agrees that she has had sufficient opportunity to consuit with

legal counsel before signing this document,

R.The Respondent is voluntarily waiving her right to a contested hearing befora the .
Board of Nursing.

'S.The Respondent agrass that the Order set forth Immediately below may be

entered by the Board of Nursing.

T.The Respondent understands that when she doas seek reinstaternant of her

ficonse, the Board of Nursing will, al thal time, determine appropriate conditions

to be imposed on her license and the length of time for such conditions,

;

Consent Order ]

fﬁﬁ‘;;;‘;’; |i A, Based on the abova stipulations, It 2 ADJUDGED as follows: 'l

CENERAL . . ;

119 Seate Street i

Mo tess || (1) The “Facts” listed above are true; and |
|
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(2) The Respendent has engaged in unprofessional conduct in that the

Respondent has:

{a). performed unsate or unaccepiable patient care and failed to conform to

the essantial standards of acceptable and prevailing nursing practice: |
{b) engaged in conduct of a character likely to hamm the public; and

(c) fallsd to use and exercise on repsated occasions that degree of cara, skl
and proficioncy which is commenly exercised by the ordinary skillful,
careful and prudent professional sngaged in similar précﬁce vnder similar

conditions.

8. Based on the above stipulation and on the abave Findings and Conglusions of

this Board, it |s ORDERED follows:

C.The Respondant's license is hereby CONDITIONED for a minimum periad of

one (1) year. The CONIXTIONS ON Respondent's license are as I'olllo‘ws;
(1) Length of Time Conditions Imposed,

The condfitions shall remain in effect untll Respondsnt has

completad all conditions ordered. Respondent’s licansed is condllioned as follows.

(2) Beports from Emplovers.

Within one (1) month of the date of on_ﬁy of this Consent Order and

Officy of the
ATTORN ELY every monih therseafter, Respondent shall causs every employer she has workad for

GENERA i
109 Stare Stroey |
NMantpaler, VT

during the month to submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondant's performanca
05609 :

and attendance during that month. This rapont shall be submitted in writing on

forms issued by the Board. In the event Respondent Is not employed in nursing

6
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during any manth or portion thereof, Respondent shall submit to the Board, in
wrlting, a.salfnropon describing other employmeant or activities.

Respondent shall sign a conéant, upon reguest of the Bo.ard, 1o
authorize her employer to provide all Information requasted by the Nursing Board,
or its .daslgnea, sither orally or in writing, at any time during the pericd the Consant

Ordar is In offect

Sheuld Respondent be employed at Mt. Ascutney Hospital and .
Health Center around March 1, 2000, a writtsn evaluation Shéil be perfoimed. A |
‘copy of this evaluation shall be submitted to the Board.

(3) Practics Undar Supervision.
" Respondent shall practica only in a setiing whete she has on-site
supervision for the antire shift by a registered and/er licensed nurse in good
. standing with the Vermont Board of Nursing. Respondert shall not praciice as a
charge nurse. In addition, Respendent shail be supervised during all
- adrinlstrations of medication until the time Ha;:pondant takes a nationally approved
modlgétion administration examination acceplable to the Board or it's designse and
recéives a score that meets the nationally aceepted standard. Following the
suc:cessfui cthletbn of the ex'éminaﬂdn, Respondent shall be suparﬁsad during
all edministrations of medication for a pericd of three (3) months,

(4) Restiiction on Responsibiities.

Offics of e ' Respondent shall not be scheduled to work the 11-7 shift, If both |

ATTORNEY - :
GENERAL |l the 3-11 shift and the 7-3 shilt are schedulsd, Respondent shall take at least sixteen
10Y State Sireat

" dontpelier, ¥T

03609 (186) hours aif betwean shifts.
I (4) Licanse Renewal.
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Utlice of the
ATTORNEY
GENERAL

149 Sigte Street

Mantpelier, VT
05604

LT 3owd

In tha event Respandent's license is scheduled to expire during the
period this Consent Order I8 in affect, Respondent shall apply for raﬁewail of the
license, pay the applicable fes, and otheiwise maintain qualifications to pracﬂ.ce
nursing in the Siate of Vermont.

(8) Cogts.
Raspondent shall b_ear all costs of complying with this Congent
QOrder,
) Violation of the Consent Order. |
If Respondent violales the tenms of this Consent Order in any
respact, the Board, after-giving Respondent notics and an opportwnity to be
heard, may revoke the terms of the.conditional licenge and take further
disciplinary action, If a complaint or charges are filed against Hasp;;ndonl during
the term of this Consenm Order, the conditional licanse period shall be extended
until the matter ta final,
(7 Reavaluation of Gondiions.
in the event Respondent does not work in nursing within three (3)
years of the date of entry of this Consent_Order, Respondent may appear before
the Board for resvaluation of the conditioﬁs of this Cunseﬁt Order.-
&) Completion of Conditional License Period,

Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may

petition the Board to remove any and alf conditions on her licerse and after
forrnal review by the Board, Respondent's nursing ficense may be fully restored
by appropriate Board action. Respondent, however, must prasent proof to the

salistaction of the Nursing Board, that she poses no danger to the practice of

Rols
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Oifies of the
ATTORNEY
CENERAL
LS Stite Scroet
Montpaller, VT
044500
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matters.

AGREED TO:

Date: 7}/:3/{':3

YT ATI'Y GEN., OFFICE

‘nursing and that she can safely and competantly parform the dﬁtiea of a nurse.
Such proot shall include appropriate suppert from her employer. Furthemmare,
Respendent ghall demonstrate, lo the Board's salislaction, that she fully complisd

with afl the terma of this Consent Order.

D However. the conditions are only impossd on ha_i right to ﬁractice
nurdng and the licensa remains in effact to the extant necesaary to ALLOW
the Respondent to continua to perform under her hursing Iicénsa the dﬁtlés.' ofa
licensed nursing assistant provided that her employer makes monthly raports to
the Board on her parformance as a LNA- and the Respondent works ina’

structured setting undef supervision.

E. If the Respondent's licanse expires whils this Crder is atill In effect, this
Qrder dees not automatically extend the licenss. In that situation, in order to
continue to practicing as a LPN, the Respandent rmust imely apply for renewal

of her nursing license or obtain a license to be a Licensed Pracfical Nurse.

F, This Stigulatiori and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may

be reparted ta other licensing authorities as pkovidsd In3V.SA §1 25(a)(8).

G. This Stipulation Consent Order will remain part of the Respondent's

licensing file and may be used in'determining sanctions in future disciplinary

BY. ANTOINETTE M. PUTNAM
RESPONDENT

Anteoinette M. Pu
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05609
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| AND BY:  STATE OF VERMONT
| WILUAM H, SORRELL
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Date:__ 8 /) (o= ' —-_&&zdﬁu&
Assistant Aflcmey General
ACCEPTED AND SO ORDERED: BOARD OF NURSING
Date: M awebd R, Sodo .
Chairparson
Dated entered: _\3-/¢-00
l
i
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