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STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

NOW COME the State of Vermont, by and through State Prosecuting Attorney S.

Lauren Hibbert, and the Respondent, Donna J. Manyweather, who stipulate and agree as

follows:

Board Authority

1. The Vermont State Board of Nursing (the "Board") has authority to issue warnings or
reprimands; suspend, revoke, limit, or condition current licenses; or prevent the renewal
of lapsed licenses if after disciplinary hearing, the Board finds that the Respondent has

engaged in unprofessional conduct. 3 V.S.A. $ 129(a); 3 V.S.A. $ 129a; 3 V.S.A. $

81a(d); 26 V.S.A. $ 1582; the Administrative Rules of the Board of Nursing (the
"ARBN"); and the Rules of the Office of Professional Regulation.

Stipulated Facts

2. Donna J. Manyweather (the "Respondent") of 'Watervliet, New York is licensed by the
State of Vermont as a Licensed Practical Nurse under license number 025.0007802. This
license was originally issued on or about August 26,1999 and expires on January 31,
20t6.

3. At all times relevant, Respondent was employed as an LPN at Vermont Veterans' Home,
located in Bennington, Vermont.

4. On or around March 25,2014, Respondent witnessed Veteran 1 speak to his wife on the
phone and make a statement to the effect of, o'I want to shoot myself." Respondent did
not document this statement or report it to any facility personnel. Respondent's
explanation for not reporting Veteran 1's statement was that Veteran I had dementia and

often spoke of suicide, and Respondent did not feel the statement rose to a level that
would require intervention.

5. The scope of practice of an LPN does not include assessment of seriousness or need for
intervention related to statements of suicidal ideation. Essential standards of LPN practice
require the LPN to report a patient's suicidal ideation to appropriate personnel.
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Violations

6. The act(s), omission(s), andlor circumstance(s) described above constitute grounds for
discipline because the Respondent has committed unprofessional conduct in violation of:

a. 3 V.S.A. $ 129a(b)(1) and (2) (Failure to practice competently by reason of any cause

on a single occasion or on multiple occasions may constitute unprofessional conduct,
whether actual injury to a client, patient, or customer has occurred. Failure to
practice competently includes: (1) performance of unsafe or unacceptable patient or
client care; or (2) failure to conform to the essential standards ofacceptable and
prevailing practice).

Understandings

7. Respondent admits that the facts above are true and that the conditions below are

necessary to protect the public.

8. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept the terms of the
Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation and Consent Order
shall be null and void.

9. Respondent specifically waives any claims that any disclosures made to the full Board
during its review of this agreement have prejudiced her rights to a fair and impartial
hearing in future hearings if this agreement is not accepted by the Board.

10. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrees that it contains the
entire agreement between the parties.

11. Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohol at the time she signs this
Stipulation and Consent Order.

12. Respondent voluntarily enters into this agreement after the opportunity to consult with
legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this Stipulation and
Consent Order.

13. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to a contested hearing before the Board of
Nursing and waives any right to appeal from this Stipulation and Consent Order.

14. Respondent agrees that the Order set forth below may be entered by the Board.

ORDER

Based on the Stipulation above, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

A. The Board of Nursing hereby \ilARNS the Respondent's license.

B. Respondent's license is CONDITIONED as follows:
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fl. Rcspondent shall, within rrincty days of this Order, at hËr olryn Ëxlteru¡er complÊte

tr couffie. Þrc-aÞÞroved hy the Board ås tefl$onåbly telâted to pmfessional

ôccorrtrtability. Failure tro complete suçh s ooursc within thc prcscribed timeftame
Êhåll conÉtitute n violatioil of this Ordpr.

b. Upon receipt of sati$factory evidence that Respondont has oomplctcd the

descriffi course, the Board or its desigrree shall terminatc the conditioilË upon
Respondent's lícense ard restore tlw license to uncnsumbered stgtus.

Notwithstånding äny proviÊion âboveo the Rs.rpondent must contínue to mcct all
Nursing Board rcquirements fÕr måintaining a licente, license renewal and lìcanse

rcinstatement,

D. This Stipulation and Conscnt Ordsr is a mattet of public record and may be reportcd

. to other licensing nuthorities as provided in 3 V'S.A. $129(a)'

E. This $tþlation and Consent Ordcr will romain part of Rcspondent's licensing flrle

and rnay bc rucd for purposos of dctcrmining $anctions in any future disciplinary
nl:lf llt'.
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APPROVEÞ A}ID SO ORDFRED;

I)ated: 3
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Date of EntrY: 3// /t"
By,


