STATE OF VERMONT.
SECRETARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIGNAL REGULATION

BOARD OF NURSING
IN RE: )
PATRICIA A, KNIGHT ) Docket No:  NU 90-0604
License No. 025-0006793 3

STIPULATION AND CONSENT OKDER

STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermont, through State Proseculing Attoruey, Edward
G. Adrian, and the Respondent, Patricia A. Knight, L.P.N., who stipulate and agrze
as follows: :

Board Authoriry

1. The Vermont State Board of Nursing (‘‘the Board”) has authority to approve

- | consent orders, issue warnings or reprimands, suspend, revoke, limit, condition or
| prevent the renewal of current or lapsed licenses if, after disciplinary hearing, the

Board finds that the Respondent has engaged in unprofessional conduct. 3 V.S AL

§129(a}(5); 3 V.S A, §814(d); 26 V.S.A. §1582(a): Administrative Rules of the

Board of Nursing (“ARBN"); end the Rules of the Office of Profossional

| Regulation,

Facts

2. The Respondent is Licensed Practical Nurge in the State of Vermont under
license number 025-0006793.

3.  Respendent's license was originally issued on July 13, 1992 and Respondent’s
license is currently set to expire on January 31, 2006.

‘4. At all times relevant, the Respondent was employed as an L.P.N. by Vermont
Veterans Home {the “Facility”) located in Bennington, Vermont.

CTATE OF VERMON 5.  On seven separate occasions, occurring on the dates of May 4, 2004 through
STATEOFVERMONT || May 6, 2004 and May 8, 2004 through May 11, 2004, the Respondent failed to
chart as given resident 1.P."s 6:00 a.m. prescribed order of Toprel 25 meg.

6. By wayoflinformation, the Respondent’s licerse was previously conditioned '
by the Board for failing to administer several medications to patients and for
administering a medication after the order had been discontinued. The conditians
were removed from the Respondent’s license on September 23, 2003,
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7. Although the Respondent does not admit to the truth of the facts above, the
Respondent does not contest that the State would be able to present evidence 1o
prove these facts by a preponderance of the evidence at a hearing,

Charges

8.  The acts, omissions and/or circumstances described above constitute grounds
for discipline becausé Respondent violated:

i 26 V.S.A. §1582(2)(3) (is unable to practice nursing competently by reason
of any cause) which includes the performance of unsafe or unacceptable patient
care pursuant to ARBN, Chapter 4, Rule IV{II)(B)(1), and failing to conform to
the essential standards of acceptable and prevailing nursing practice pursuant o
ARBN. Chapter 4, Rule IV(ID(B)(2); and

ii. 26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(7) (engaging in conduct of a character likely to harm
the public); and :

i1, 3V.5.A. §12%a(a)(3) {failing to comply with the provisions of state statutes
ot rules governing the practice of the profession).

Understandings

9. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept the
terms of the Consent Order, If the Board rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation
and Consent Order shall be null and void.

10. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire documnent and agrees that it
contains the entire agreement between the parties.

'11. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreement afier the apportunity to consult
‘with legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this Stipulation

and Consent Order.

12.  Respondent voluntarily waives her right to a contested hearing before the
Board of Nursing.

13. Respondent agrees that the Order set forth below may be entered by the
Board. :

ORDER

Based upon the stipulation above, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

A. Respondent’s actions as alleged above demonstrate grounds for discipline
because Respondent violated:
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L 26 V.S AL §1582(a)(3) {15 unable to practice nursing competently by reasen
of any cause) which includes the performance of unsafe or unacceptable patient
care pursuant to ARBN, Chapter 4, Ruie [V{II}B)(1), and failing to conform to
the essential standards of acceptable and prevailing nursing practice pursuant to
ARBN, Chapter 4, Rule IV(ID{B)(2); and

i1 26 V.5.AL §1582(a)(7) (engaging in conduct of a character likely to harm
the public), and

1. 3 V.S.AL §129a(s)(3) (failing to comply with the prowsmns of state statutes
or rules governing the practice of the profession}.

B. The Board of Nursing hereby issues 4 REPRIMAND agamst the
Respondent’s license to practice nursing. .

C.  This Stipulation and Consent CUrder is a matter of public record and may be
reported to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a).

D.  This Stipulation and Consent Order wiil remain part of the Respondem s
licensing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future

disciplinary matter.
AGREED TO: STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF STATE
Dated: z/7/05% By, e L
v . Ecdvard G. Adrian
£ Statc Irosceuting Attorney
PATRICIA A. KNIGHT
_ PONDENT{
Dated: ;{ ‘/;&_Sj By: _/'),r" o
: Atricia A. Kmaht

y
Prrrored s G m&[ for &SPM

APPROVED AND SG ORDERED:  VERMONT BCARD OF NURSING

| STATE OF VERMONT ' -
ooty Dated: Wiaeed / %9@&5/ By: %‘(umﬂf-—’

LW .
Chairperson

B

e

Date ofEntry: 3/ /S’//O.S

Prosceuting Attorney .
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STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: )
PATRICTA A. KNIGHT ) Docket No:  NU 90-0604
License No. 025-0006793 )

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

'NOW COMES the State of Vermont and makes the following Charges against the

Respondent, Patricia A. Knight, L.P.N.:
Board Aunthority

1. The Vermont State Board of Nursing (“the Board”) has authority to approve

" consent orders, issue warnings or reprimands, suspend, revoke, hmit, condition or

prevent the renewal of current or lapsed licenses if, afier disciplinary hearing, the
Board finds that the Respondent has engaged in unprofessional conduct. 3 V.5 A
§129(a)(5); 3 V.S AL §814(d); 26 V.S.A. §1582(a): Admunistrative Rules of the
Board of Nursing (“ARBN”); and the Rules of the Office of Professional
Regulation.

2. The inability to practice nursing competently by reason of any cause is
unprofessional conduct upon which the Board can base disciplinary action. 26
V.S.A. §1582(a)(3).

~

3. The inability to practice nursing competently includes the performance of
unsafe or unacceptable patient care pursuant to ARBN, Chapter 4, Rule
IVIINB)(1), and failing to conform to the essential standards of acceptable and
prevailing nursing practice pursuant to ARBN, Chapter 4, Rule IV(IT}B }(2).

4. Engaging in conduct of a character likely to harm the public is unprofessional
conduct upon which the Board can mmpose disciplmary action. 26 V.5.A.
§1582(a)7). '

5. Failure to comply with the provisions of state statutes or rules governing the
practice of the profession 1s unprofessional conduct upon which the Board can base
disciphinary action. 3 V.S5.A. §129a{a)(3).

Facts

6. The Respondent is Licensed Practical Nurse in the State of Vermont under
iicense number 025-0006753.
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7. Respondent’s license was originally issued on July 15, 1992 and Respondent’s
license is currently set to expire on January 31, 2006.

8. Atall times relevant, the Respondent was employed as an LP.N. by Vermont
Veterans Home (the “Facility”) located in Bennington, Vermont.

9. On seven separate occasions, eccurring on the dates of May 4, 2004 through | _
May 6, 2004 and May §, 2004 through May 11, 2004, the Respondent failed to o
chart as given resident J.P.’s 6:00 a.m. prescribed order of Toprol 25 mg. '

10. By way of mformation, the Respondent’s license was previously conditioned
by the Board for failing to-administer several medications to patients and for
administering a medication after the order had been discontinued. The conditions
were removed from the Respondent’s license on September 23, 2003,

Charges

11, The acts, omissions and/or circumstances described above constitute grounds .
for discipline because Respondent violated: i

i 26 V.S.AL §1582(a)(3) (is unable to practice nursing competently by reason
of any cause) which includes the performance of unsafe or unacceptable patient
care pursuant to ARBN, Chapter 4, Rule IV(II)}(B)(1), and failing to conform to
the essential standards of acceptable and prevailing nursing practice pursuant to
ARBN, Chapter 4, Rule IV(ID(B)2); and

i. 26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(7) (engaging in conduct of a character likely to harm
the public); and

1. 3 V.S.AL §12%a(a)(3) (failing to comply with the provisions of state statutes E
or rules govemning the practice of the profession).

Relief Reguested

WHEREFORE, the license of Patricia A. Knight should be revoked, suspended,
reprimanded, conditioned or otherwise disciplined.

Dated at Montpelier, Vermont this 5

By:.- ‘;-'f‘f/ : Py s
s < State Prosecuting Attorney

nu.knight.soc
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING
IN RE: )
PATRICIA (PHELPS) KNIGHT = ) Docket No.: NU36-0298
, _ )
| License Number 25-6793 )

MODIFIED STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION
 NOW COMES the State of Vermont, through its Attorney General,

William H. Sorreil, and Respondent Patricia (Phelps) Knight, who stipulate and agree

as follows:

1. The Board of Nufsi.ng has jurisdiction to investigate and adjudiﬁate alie.gations of
unprofessional conduct comrﬁiﬁed by nurses pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §§129, 12%a,
and 26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582 |

2. Respondent }'-’at_ricia Phelps, of Brattlebaro, Vermont, is a licensed practical nurse

holding license number 25-6793 issued by the State of Vermont.

3. At all times relevant to paragraphs 4.a-i below, Fiespdﬂdent was employed by

Eden Park Nursing Home in Bréttieborc, Vermont.

|| 4. Respondent admits that, from October of 1897 to January of 1998, she made

several medication errors including, but not limited to, the following:
4 On or about October 24, 1997, failed to apply Nitro patch (Nitrek

0.4mg) as ordered to patient H.B. for two days in a row.




b. On or about November 5, 1897, a'dminéstered Keflex 500mg to
patient N.G. when physicién had_discdntiﬂued Keﬂex'and changed
order to Cipro 500mg.

c.  On orabout November 13, 1997, failed to administer new
ﬁ}edic_ations Cyloxin and M_ucomyst eye drops to patient D.R. at 8:00
AM and 12:00 PM as ordered.

d. On or about November 23, 1997, failed to remove Nitro paich (Ni't-rek
0.6mg) from patient E.J. as ordered. |

e.‘ On or about November 26, 1997, fofgot to give patient O.F. regular
Insulin 40 units as ordered.

f. On or about December 8, 1997, {ailed to give patient E.B.
Lorazepam 0.5 mg as ordered.

g. On or about December 12, 1997, gave patie.nt D.N. two tablets of
Tylenol #3 at 8:00PM when order cal;ed for one tablet.

h. On or about January 15, 1998, f.ailed to give patient J.K. Vit D 400 IU
as ordered.

f. On or about January 17, 1998, failed to give paﬁent A.L. Rocephin 1
gm IM as ordered.

5. Respondent feels the above errors were parfially attributable to poor working

conditions at Eden Park Nursing Home including the medication charges being in

Office of the
ATTORNEY |,
GENERAL ]
f\‘l’” St““l'? >t 1 6. Subsequently, Respondent has been employed at McGirr's Nursing Home of
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05609

disarray, patients not having identification bracelets, and understaffing.

Bellows Falls, Vermont. Pursuant to a Stipulation and Consent Order entered on
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June 18, 1999, Respondent's employer submitted a report io the Board (in March,

2000) that outlined “med pass” performance issues.

7. Respondent admits that, as noted in the report, she: left a medication cart
uniocked; omitied to give patient “G.E.W.” the proper eye drops as ordered, and;

“incorrectly assumed another L.P.N. had given meds to patient “C.V.”, when

indeed she was re'sponéib!e. |

8. Respondent repreSents that she has undertaken treatment with a medical doctor,
licensed in the State of Vermont, 10 address these Ess_ues, and has been placed
ona préscription -regimen.' | | |

9. Respondent admits the conclusions of unprofessional conduct as set forth

below in the Board's Order

10 Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept the

iermé of the Consent QOrder. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation
and Consent Order shall be null and void.

11. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrees that it
contains the entire agreement between the parties.

! 12. Respondent waives any notification period and requests the Board fo hear this
matter at the next available meeting. Respondent specifically waives any claims
that any disclosures made to the full Board during its review of this agreement
have .pre}udéced her rights to a fair and impartial hearing in future hearings if this
agreement is not accepted by the Board.

13.Respondent is not under the influence pf any drugs or alcchol at the time éhe

signs this Stipulation and Consent Order.
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14. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreement after the opportunity to consult with
] |

o Irégal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this Stipu[aﬁon and

Cdnsent Order.

1'15. Respondent voluntarily waives the right to charges and a contested hearing
before the Board of Nursing. |

% 16. Respondent agrees that the Board may set forth the order below.

17.Respondent hereby waives any notiﬁcation'period requirements and requests that

this Modified Stipulation and Consent Order be scheduled for the next available

hearing date.

MODIFIED ORDER

Based on the Stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as foliows:

A. By engaging in the conduct described in paragraphs 3 and 4 above, the
| Board concludes Respondent violated Nursing Board Rule 1V.B.4.e (failure to
safeguard a patient from incompetent health care) which constitutes unprofessional

| conduct pursuant to 26 V.S.A. §1582{a)(7){conduct likely to harm the public).

B. The Nursing Board CONDITIONS Respondent’s license to practice nursing

for a period of two (2) years commencing with the date this order is entered by the

} Board. The CONDITIONS on Respondent’s license are as follows:

1:
[
H

(1) Length of Time Condilions imposed.

The conditions shall remain in place until respondent has completed

two (2) years of nursing practice in which she works at least forty {40) hours every
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| two (2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40) hours every two (2)

- weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.

(1.a) Administration of Medications.

For the first six (6) months of work as per paragraph B(1),

Respondent is permitted to administer medications only under direct supervision.

(2) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respbndent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or

| its designee upon request.

(3)  Re-issue of License.

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,
Respondent shall submit her license to the Board of Nursing for a re-issued license

labeled "conditioned".

(4)  OQut-of-State Practice/Residence,

Before any out~5f-state practice of residence cén be credited toward
fulfillment of these terms and conditions, Reépondent shall first obtain approval from
the Board prior to Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If Respondent fails to
receive such approval before leaving the State, none of the time spent out-of-state

will be credited toward the fulfillment of the terms and conditions of this Consent

Order.

(5)  Nofification of Place of Employment/ Personal
Address/Teiephone Number.

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,

Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing, of her current place of nursing

employment, personal address, and telephone number. Respondent shall further
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notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any chrange in nursing
{

i

! employment, personal address, or telephone number.

L (8)  Notification to Employers/Nursing School.

Respondent shail provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent

1i

1

i
i

| Order to all employers in any current or future setting in which she practices as a

P
i

nurse and inform them of her conditional license status. Within ten (10) days of the
date of entry of this Consent Order or of any subsequent employment, Respondent

shall cause her immediate supervisor to write to the Board, on the employer's

letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the

ability to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the event Respondent

{ is altending a nursing program, Respondent shall provide a copy of the Stipulation

and Consent Order to the Program Director. Respondent shall cause the Program
Director to write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the
Stipulation and Consent Order and ability of the progrém to comp!ylf with the
condi.tions in the Consent Order during clinical experience.

(7)  Reports from Emplovers/Nursing School.

“Within one (1) month of the date of entry of this Consent Order and

every month thereafter, Respondent shall cause every employer she has worked

- for during the month to submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondent's

performance and attendance during that menth. This report shall be submitted in

writing on forms issued by the Board and accompanied by a cover letter on the

employer's letterhead. In the event the Respondént attends nursing school,

Respondent shall cause the Program Director to submit to the Board, on a monthly
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' hasis, a written evaluation of Respondent's performance and attendance. This r@port'
shall be submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board and accompanied by a

cover letter on the school's letterhead.

Respondent shall authorize her employer and her nursing schooi

- Administrator to provide all information requested by the Nulrsing Board, orits
| designee, either orally orin writing, at any time during'the period the Consent Order

1is in effect.

(8)  Practice under Supervision.

Respondent shall practicé only in a setting where she has on-site
supervision for the entire shift by a registered nurse in good standing with the

Vermont Board of Nursing.

(9)  Types/Hours of Employment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry, travelling nurse

| agency, float-pool, home health care agency, or temporary employment agency.

Respondent shéi! not, in nursing practice, work any doubie shifts (that is, if
Respondent works an eight or more hour shift, she shall not work the following shift

at all), nor shall she work any shift more than 10 hours, nor shall she work more than

| forly eight (48) hours in any seven day period.

(1 0) License Renewal.

In the event Respondent's license is scheduled to expire during the

! period this Consent -Order is in effect, Respondent shall apply for renewal of the
' license, pay the applicable fee, and otherwise maintain qualifications to practice

nursing in the State of Vermont.
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I
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(11 Violation of the Consent Order.

If Respondent violates the terms of this Consent Order in any
"respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice and an dpportunity o be heard,
may revoke the terms of the conditional license and take further discipiinéry action.
(12} Treatment.
Respondent shal.i continue appointments and treatment with a
medical doctor, licensed in the State of Vermont, to éddress probleh'\s associated
with these éharges, and shall comply with the doc_tof’_s treatme.nt instructions,

including the prescription regimen, until the treating professional notifies the Board's

’ designee in writing that such treatment is no longer necessary in her/his professional

opinion and the Board (or its designee) agrees, in writing. Respondent shall cause

her medical doctor to confirm in writing to the Board’s designee, within two weeks of

entry, his/her professional opinion cdnﬁrming Respondent’s ability to practice.

(13) Approval of Changes of Treating Professional.

Respé_ndent shall obtain prior approval from the Board or its
designee of all changes of treating prof'essional. Failure to obtain prior approval of a
change of treating professional may be grounds for a charge of violation of this

Consent Order. However; Respondent may request a change from a medical doctor

| to an A.P.R.N. with prescriptive authority.

ification to Treating Professional.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent

Order to her treating professional and cause her treating professional to inform the
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Boeard, in writing and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and

Co.nsent Ordér and the treating professional's ability to comply with the conditions

‘ related to treatment and with all other terms of this Consent Order.

| (15)  Reports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and céuse her treating professional to
submit to the Board evidence of s'atisfactory progress with the treating professional’s
instructions, during the effective period of this Consent Order. These repdr’zs shall be
submitted in ertEﬁg on forms issued by the Board. The first report is due
commencihg the month after the date of entry of thié Consent Order and subsequent
reports are due every three months thereafter. |

| Respondent shall authorize her treating professional to provide all

information requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally or in writing,
at any time during the period this Consent Order is in effect.

(16) Reevaluation of Conditions.

" Respondent may appear before the Board for reevaluation of the
conditions of this Consent Order, after twelve months have passed, after the date of

- eniry. ‘Conditions may also be reevaluated by the Board upon petition by

Respondent and upon sufficient showing by Respondent that certain conditions

| should be modified.

(17) Completion of Conditional License Period.

Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may

i

" petition the Board to remove any and ali conditions on her license and after formal

review by the Board, Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by
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appropriate Board action. Respondent however, must demonstrate, to the

 satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she posas no danger to the practice of nursing
“and that she can safely and competently perform the duties of a licensed nurse.

' Such proof shall include appropriate support from her employer or nursing school

administré’scr. Furthermore, Respondent shall demonstrate, to the Board's
satisfaction, that she fully compiiéd with all the terms of this .Consent Order. |

: Notwithétanding the requirefnenis of this sub-section, the Board'may
review the supporiing documentation submitted by Respondént, or submitted on
Respondeh’f‘s behalf, during the conditional licensing period and automatically lift a
condition or conditions, if appropriate, withdut_furthef 'petiﬁon by Respondent at the
end of the conditional licensing period.

| D. Notwithstanding any provision above, Respondent must meet all’

Nursing Board requirements for license renewal and license reinstatement.

E. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may

be reported to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(g).

F. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent's
licensing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future
disciplinary matter. |

| STATE OF VERMONT

w;\m H. SORRELL
ATT RNEYGET)ERA

Dated: 7-o20— 00 by: MM

~William H. Ahlers
ﬁ Assistant Attorney Géneral

10




RESPONDENT
PATRICIA (PHELPS) KNIGHT

E:lDated: 7/‘/4’5 V /%“’*"L// /JA/

%i S/ Patricia (Phelps) Knight
i : .
| APPROVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
iH
| Dated: K- /Y88 _ by: _/ﬂ cae Pl
_ ' Chazrpefson
Date of entry: _ 3~/ 7- 7
] "
!
%
L
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE:

PATRICIA (PHELPS) KNIGHT Docket No.: NU36-0258

License Number 25-6793

SR N

MODIFIED STIPULATION AND.CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermon, thr'ough its Attorney General,
W'illiam H. Sorrell, and Respondent Patricia Phelps, who stipulate and agree as
follows:
1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate and adjudicate
allegations of unprofessional conduct committed by nurées pursuanito 3 V.S.A.
§§129, 129a, and 26 V.8.A. §§1574, 1582.
Z. Respondent Patricia Phelps, of Brattleboro, Vermaont, is a ficensed
practical nurse helding license number 25-6793 issued by the State c;f Vermont.
3. At all imes relevant Respondent was employed by Eden Park Nursing
Home in Bratileboro, Vermont,
4. Respondent admits that, from October of 1997 to January of 1998, she
made several medication errors inciuding, but not limited fo! the follow:mg:

Gffice of th a. Cn or about October 24, 1997, failed to apply Nitro patch (Nitrek
1ce 0f the
ATTORNEY ' At i i
CENERAL 0.4mg) as ordered to patient H.B. for two days in a row.
189 Siate Strees
Montpelier, VT
35609



D Onorabout November 5, 1997, administered Keflex 500mg to
patient N.G. when physician had discontinued Keflex and changed
order to Cipro 500mg.

On or about November 13, 1897, failed to administer new

O

medications Cyloxin and Mucomyst eye cﬁrops o patient D.R. at
8.00 AM and 12:00 PM as ordered. |

d. On or about Novembe{ 23, 1897, failed to remové Nitro patch
(Nitrek 0.6mg) from patient EJ as ordered.

g. - Onorabout November 28, 1997, forgot to give patient O.F. reguiar
Insulin 40 uhiis as ordered. |

- | On or about December 8, 1897, failed to give pé‘{ient E.B.

Lorazepam 0.5 mg as ordered.

a. On or about December 12, 1997, gave patient D.N. two tabiets of
Tylenol #3 at 8:00PM when order called for one tablet.

h. On or about Jaruary 15, 1998, failed to give patient J.K. Vit D 400
IU as ordered.

i. . Onoraboutdanuary 17, 1988, failed to give patient A.L. Rocephin
1 gm iM as ordered.

5. Respondent feels the above errors were partially atiributable to poor

werking conditions at Eden Park Nursing Home including the medication charts

Office of the
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being in disarray, patients not having identification bracslets, and understaffing.
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6. Respondent admits the conclusions of unprofessional conduct as set forth
below in the Board’s Order

7. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept
the terms of the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire
Stipul_ation and Consent Order shall be null and void,

8. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agreas that
it contains the entire agreement between the parties. |

9. Respondent specifically waives any claims that any disclosures made to
the full Board during its review of this agreement have prejudiced her rights to a fair
and irmpartial hearing in future hearings if this agreement is not accepted by the
Board. |

10. Respondent is not under the infiuence of any drugs or alcohoi at the time

she signs this Stipulation and Consent Order.

1_?. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreement after the opportunity to
consult with legal counsei and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this
Stipulation and Consent Crder.

12. ﬁespondent voluntarily waives the right to charges and a contestad
hearing befere the Board of Nursing. '

13. Respondent agrees that the Board fnay set forth the order below,

14, Respondent hereby waives any notification period requirements and
reguests that this Modified Stipulation and Consent Order be scheduied for the next

avaiiable hearing date.
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MODIFIED ORDER

Based on the Stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows!

A. By engaging in the conduct described in paragraphs 3 and 4 above, the
Roard concludes Respondent violated Nursing Beard Rule {V.B.4.e {failure to
safeguard a patient from incompetent health care) which constitutes unprofessional
conduct pursuant to 26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(7)(conduct fikely tc harm the public).

B. The Nursing Board CONDITIONS Respondent's license to practice
nursing for a period of two (2) yea}‘s commencing with the date this order is
entered by the Board. The CONDITIONS on Respondent'slicense are as follows:

(1) Length of Time Conditicns Imposed.

The conditions shall remain in piace until respondent has
completed two (2) years of nursing practice in which she works at ieast forty {40)

hours every two (2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40) hours

- every two (2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis.

(2) Interview with the Board or iis designes.

Respondeht shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or
its designee upoen request.

(3) . Re-issue of License.

Within five (5} days of the date of entry of this Consent Crder,

- Respondent shail submit her license to the Board of Nursing for a re-issued license

labeled "conditicned”.
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(4) Dut-of-Siate Practice/Residence.

Before any dutwof-state practice or residence can be credited
toward fulfillment of these terms and conditions, Respondent shall first obtain
approval from the Board prior to Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. if -
Respondent fails to receive such approval before ieaﬁng the St.ate, none of the time
spent out-of-state will be credited toward the fulfillment of the terms and conditions

of this Consent Ordar.

{(58)  Notification of Place of Employment/ Perscnal
Address/Telephone Numper. ‘

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,
Respondent shall notify the Bqard, in writing, of her current place of nursing
empioyment, personal address; and telephone number. Respondent shall further
notify the.anrd, in writing, within forty-eight {48) hours of any change in nursing

empioyment, personal address, or telephone number.

(8)  Notification ic Emplcverg/Nursinu Schodal,

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent
Order to all employers in any current or future setting in which she praciices as a
nurse and inform them of her conditional license status. Within ten (10} days of the
date of entry of this Consent.Order or of any subsequent employment, Respondent
shall cause her immediate suparviscr to write to the Board, on the employer's
letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the

ability to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the event Respondent

is attending a nursing program, Respondent shall provide a copy of the Stipulation
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and Consent Order to the Program Director. Respondent shall cause the Program
Director to write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the

Stipuiation and Consent Order and ability of the program to compiy with the

- conditions in the Consent Order during cfinical experience. '

{7y  Reports from Employars/Nursing School.

Within one (1) month of the date of ehtry of this Consent Order
and every month thereafter, Respondent shall cause every employer she has
worked for during the month to submit fo the Board an évaiuation of Respondent’s
performance and aﬁendance during that monfh. This report shall be submitted in
writing on forms Essu_ed by the Board and acCompanied by a cover letier on the
erhployer‘s letterhead. In the event the Respondent att_eafnds nursing school,
Respondent sﬁali cause the Program Director to submit fo the Board, on a monthly
basis, a written evaluation of Respondent’s performance énd attendance. This
report shall be submitted in writing on forms issusd by the Board and accompanied
by a.cover letter on the school's letierhead. | |

Respondent shall authorize her employer and her nursing schocl
Administrator to provide all information requested by the Nursing Board, or its
designee, either oraﬂy or in writing, at any. time during the period the Consent Order
is in effect. |

{8) Practice under Supervision.

Respondent shall practice only in a setting where she has on-site
supervision for the entire shift by a registered nurse-in good standing with the

Vermont Board ¢f Nursing.



(9)  Types of Emplovment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry, travelling nurse
agency, float-poct, home health care agency, or temporary employment agency.

(10) License Renewal.

In the event Respondent's license is scheduled t¢ expire during the peridd
“this Consent Order is in effect, Respondant s_hail apply for renewai of the license,
pay the app.licab!e'fee, and otherwise maintain qualifications to practice nursing in
the State of Vermont, ..

(11) Violation of the Consent Order.

If Respondent victates the terms of this Consent Order in any
respect, the Board, after giving R@Spondent notice and an cpportunity t¢ be heard,
may revoke the terms of the conditional license and take further disciplinary action.

(12) Reevaluation of Conditions.

Respo.ndent may appear before the Board for reevaluation of the
conditions of this Consent Order, after twelve months have passed, after the date of
entry. Conditions may also be reevaluated by the Board upon petiticn by
Respondent and upon sufficient showing by Respondent that certain conditions

should be modified.

(13) Completion of Conditional License Period.

Upon complstion of the conditional ficense period, Respondent may

petition the Board to remove any and all conditions on her license and after formai
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satisfaction of the Nursing Beard, that she peses 4no'danger to the practice of
nursing and that she can safely and competently perform the duties of a licensed
nurse. Such proof shall include appropriate support from her employer or nursing
school administrator. Furthermore, Respondent shall demonstrale, 1o the Board's
satisfaction, that she fully complied with all the terms of this Consent Order.

- Notwithstanding the requirements of this sub-section, the Board may
review the supporting documeniation submiited by Respondent, or submitted oﬁ
Respondent's behéif,' during the conditionai iibensing period and automatically lift a
condition or conditions, if approp'riate, without further petition by Respondent at the
end of the conditional licensing period. |
| D. Notwithstanding any provision above, Respondent must meet all
Nursing Board requirements for licensa reneWal and. license reinstatement.

E. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and
may be reported to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S A. §129(a)(7).
F. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent's
I%censélng file and may be used for purpeses of determining sanctions in any fu_‘cure
disciplinary matter.
STATE OF VERMONT

- WILLIAM H. SORRELL

ATTORNEY GENERAL
— f !j 1 / /
Dated: _3 i/"?z!ja?ﬁ )08, L/C//:?iu
Offiece of the
TTORNEY “William H. Ahlers
GENFRAL : Special Assistant Attorney General
L9 State Street
Yiontpelier, VT
05609
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Dated: 5 /5 /<=«

APPROVED AND SC ORDERED:

Dated: z&" / y 797

, 7
123

S
Date of eniry: & = &

RESPONDENT
PATRICIA (PHELPS) KNIGHT

)
S

/} e /,;:"‘ . o i
by: ,ﬁ/& ) ‘7{./&(/1?,,.‘, // /< W /3/./"
Patricia (Phelps) Knight -

VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
by &(/({ L\u..v[ }?"( -(,id]{/ /D}\/ LW/

Chalrperson




