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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING
hRe: | )
PAMELA M. GRATTON ) Dooket No. NUSS-0408
Lioense Nember 28-7T82 & 28-20406 )

NOW COME the Stats of Vermont, through Attamey Geners! Wilam H.

Sorrell, and Pamela Gration, Responcdent, and stipuiate s fokows:

1. WNNMMM!WMdMOM.M
was approved by the Board of Nursing on Novamber 4, 1667,

2. On May 8, 1898, Responent requosied that the Board modhy the Conwent
Order. The Siate wil not opposs thit request, |

3. The partics have reached agreement on a modification of the Conesnt Order
that grants Respornidant tha chenges requasiad and submilt those modifications 10
the Board for spproval,

4. Ruodpondant walves her right o a haaring bofors the Board on hor peilion for
modiioaton oftha Coneent Ondor. Respondert aieo walves notos of the haaring to

" consider this Stipulation and Consent Order and wishes K o be heard as

sxpaditiously ae possible. Respondent waives her attendance at saki hearing.
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5. The partigs undersiend thal the tsrms of this Stipuiation an contingent upon
review and soospiance by the Board and that f the Bourd rejects sy portion the
entirs Stipulation shall be i and vold.

6. nwmmmmuwmwmmmn_m. _—
7 ummnmmmmbsmmmmunumum
influence of drugs or aloohol,

8, This conwent order is entered Into voluntarlly by Respondent after the

opporiuntty to consult with lege! colnes!. Respondant has nol besn cosrced by

mih&tbnmﬁ*w | -
8, The parties agreo to tho entry of the folowing Modficatian of Consent

Order.

MODIFIGATION OF CONSENT ORDER
A, The November4, 1987, Consent Order In this case s hereby modified as
foflows: Paragraph D{(10) reliting to profbied types of eenployment o
modified by deleion of the language "or as & personal care provide”, R is
mclmddhhmm&nbmmpmdwwwkuamm
oare provider. |
B.  This Stipuletion is public and the Board may nolify other states of ks
disposition as provided In 3 V.8.A. §128(a)(7).
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C.  Respondent understanda that this Stpulation and Consent Order wil
remain pant of het Boanaing i and may be usad for purposss of
deteemining 9ancNions kn any fuline disolplinary mutter,

75/98
APPROVED AND 80 ORDERED:  VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

Dated: >77/},/ /! ff/ ({ g. ot ietis ‘/ﬁf/@y /

Date of entrye 5=/ = T4
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: )
PAMELA GRATTON ) Docket No: NU56-0496
License Number 25-6732 )

26-22405 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

NOW COME the State of Vermont through its Attorney
General and Respendent Pamela Gratton who stipulate and agree
as follows:
1. The Board of Nursing has jurisdiction'to investigate
complaints of unprofessional conduct and approve consent orders
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129, and 26 V.S.A. §8§1574, 1582.
2. Respondent Pamela Gratton, of Burlington, Vermont is a
registered nurse (RN) holding license number 26-22405 issued by
the State of Vermont. Respondeﬁt also is‘licensed by the State
of Vermont as a licensed practical nurse (LPN), license number
25-6782, although the LPN license is inactive.
3. At all times relevant Respondent was employed by

Burlington Bealth and Rehabilitation Center in Burlington,

4. The Board of Nursing received a mandatory report of
unprofessional conduct from Burlingten Health and
Rehabilitation Center on or about April 12, 1996.

5. | The State filed its Specification of Charges élleging
two counts of unprofessional conduct on or about June 19, 1997.

1



The charges are attached and incorporated into this agreement.
6. Respondent admits that in 1992 and 1993, while an LPN,
she did make errors in administering and documenting
medications for which she was counselled by her employer.

7. Respondent admits that during November 1995, after
receiving her RN license, she was again counselled by the
facility and place on probation for documentation errors and
carelessness in handling and administering medications.

8. In order to avoid the time and expense of litigating
this matter, Respondent makes nc admissions, but does not
contest the factual allegations in Count I of the Specification
of Charges.

9. The State agrees to dismiss Count II of the
Specification of Charges.

10. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must
review and accept the terms of the Consent Order. If the Board
rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation and Consent Order
shall be null and void.

11. Respondent specifically waives any claims that any
disclosures made to the Board during its review of this
agreement have prejudiced Respondent's rights to a fair and
impartial hearing if future hearings are necessary if this
agreenment is rejacted by the Board.

12. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document
and agrees that it contains the entire agreement between the

parties.



13.  Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or
alcohol at the time she signs this Stipulation and Consent
Order.

14. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreement after the
opportunity to consult with legal counsel and is not being
coerced by anyone into éigning this Stipulation and Consent
Order.

15. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to a contested
hearing before the Board of Nursing on the pending
Specification of Charges.

16, Respondent agrees that the order set forth below may be

entered by the Board.

ORDER

Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as
follows: |

A. By engaging in the conduct alleged in Cdunt I, the board
concludes that Respondent is unable to practice nursing
competentlv as defined by Board of Nursing Rule IV.B which
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to 26 V.S.A.
§1582(a) (3) (unable to practice nursing by reason of any cause).

B. The Nursing Board REPRIMANDS Respondent and CONDITIONS
her license to practice nursing for the period of one year
commencing on the date this order is entered by the Vermont
Board of Nursing and as outlined in paragraph D below.

c. Respondent shall immediately surrender her nursing



license to the Vermont Board of Nursing. Failure to surrender
the license within 5 days of the entrv date shall be considered
a violation of this Order. The Board shall promptly issue a
license labelled "CONDITIONED."

D. Respondent's license to practice nursing shall be
CONDITIONED for a period of one (1) year. The CONDITIONS on
Respondent’s license are as follows:

(1) Length of Time Conditions Imposed.

The conditicns shall remain in place until
respondent has completed one (1) year of supervised nursing
practice in which she works at least forty (40) hours every two
(2) weeks in nursing. Part time hours of less than forty (40)
hours every two (2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated

basis.

(2) Interview with the Board or its designee.
Respondent shall appear in person for interviews
with the Board or its designee upon request.

(3) Conditional License.

Respondent's license shall be labelled conditioned.

(4) 2ut of State Practice/Residence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can
be credited toward fulfillment of these terms and conditions,
Respondent shall first obtain approval from the Board prior to
Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If Respondent fails
to receive such approval before leaving the State, none of the

time spent out~of-state will be credited toward the fulfillment



of the terms and conditions of *this Consent Order.

(5) Notification of Place of Ewnloyment/ Personal
Address/Telephone Number.

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of tﬁis
Consent Order, Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing,
of her current place of nursing employment, perscnal address,
and telephone number. Respondeﬂt shall further notify the
Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of any change
irn nursing emplovment, personal addrass, oxr telephone number.

P

(6) Notification to Emplovers/Nursing School.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation
and Consent Order to all empioyers in any current or future
setting in which she practices as a nurse and inform them of
her conditional license status. Within ten (10) days of the
date of entry of this Consent Order or of any subsequent
employment, Respondent shall cause her immediate supervisor to
writé»to the Board, on the employer's letterhead, acknowledging
receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the ability to
comply with the conditions in the Consent Order. In the event
Respondent is attending a nursing program, Respondent shall
provide a copy of the Stipulation and Censgent Order to the
Program Director. Respondent shall cause the Program Director
to write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging
receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and ability of the
program to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order

during clinical experience.



(7) Reports from Employers/Nursing School

Within one (1) month of the date of entry ofAthis
Consent Order and every month thereafter, Respondent shall
cause every employer she has worked for during the month to
submit to the Board an evaluation of Respondent's performance
and attendance during that month. This report shall be
submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board and
accompanied by a cover letter on the employer's letterhead. In
the evant the Respondent attends nursing school, Respondent
shall cause the Program Director to submit to the Board, on a
monthly basis, a written evaluation of Respondent's performance
and attendanrce. This report shall be submitted in writing on
forms issued by the Board and accompanied by a cover letter on
the school's letterhead.

Respondent shall authorize her employer and her
nursing school administrator to provide all information
requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, either orally
or in writing, at any time during.the period the Consent Order
is in effect.

(8) Practice Under Supervision.

Respondent shall practice only in a setting where
she is under the direction of a registered nurse in good
standing with the Vermont Board of Nursing.

(9) Prohibited Duties.

Respondent shall not work as a Charge Nurse.



(10) Types of Employment Prchibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nurse registry,
travelling nurse agency, float--pool, home health care agency,
temporary employment agency or as a personal care provider
during the effective period of this Consent Order.

(11) License Renewal.

In the event Respondent's license is scheduled to
expire during the period this Consent Order is in effect,
Respondsnt shall apply for renewal of the license, pay the
applicable fee, and otherwise maintain qualifications to
practice nursing in the State of Vermont.

(12) Costs.

Resgpondent shall bear all costs, if any, of

complying with this Consent Order.

(13) Violation of the Consent Order.

If Respondent violates the terms of this Consent
Order in any respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice
and an opportunity to be heard, may revoke the terms of the
conditional license and take further disciplinary action. 1If a
complaint or charges are filed againét Respondent during the
term of this Consent Order, the conditional license period
shall be extended until the matter is final.

(14) Reevaluation of Conditions.

’

In the event Respondent does not work in nursing
within one year of the date of entry of this Consent Order,

Respéndent may appear before the Board for reevaluation of the

~1



conditions of this Consent Order.

(15) Completion of Conditional License Period.

Upon completion of the conditional license period,
Respondent may petition the Board to remove any and all
conditions on her license and after formal review by the Board,
Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by
appropriate Board action. Respondent, however, must
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Nursing Board, that she
poses no danger to the practice of nursing and that she can
safely and competently perform the duties of a licensed nurse.
Such proof shall include appropriate support from her employer
or nursing échool administrator. Furthermore, Respondent shall
demonstrate, to the Board's satisfaction, that she fully
complied with all the terms of this Consent Order.

E. Notwithsténding‘any rrovision above, Respondent must
meet all Nursing Board requirements for license renewal and
license reinstatement.

F. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public
record and may be reported to other licensing authorities as
provided in 3 V.S.A. §1i29(a)(7).

G. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part of

Respondent's licensing file and may be used for purposes of



determining sanctions in any future disciplinary matter.

Dated: IO/}‘”??

Datei: /0/45/?7

APPROVED AND SC CRDERED:

Dated: //- 2- 6/77

Date of entrys A/ -¥-77

by:

by:

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORRELL
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Qewion & Fpms

Diane E. Zamos
Assistant Attorney General

PAME LA~ GRATTON
PQ&’D’EN"‘

% fons /M//

Pamela Gratton

VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING
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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

IN RE: )
PAMELA GRATTON ) Docket No: NU56-0496
License Number 25-6782 )

26-22405 )

- SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

1. The Vermont Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to
investigate and adjudicate allegations of unprofessional

conduct by nurses pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §129; 26 V.S.A. §§1574
and 1582.

2. Respondent Pamela Gratton, of Burlington, Vermont is a
registered nurse holding license number 26-22405 issued by the
State of Vermont. Respondent also is licensed by the State of

Vermont as a licensed practical nurse, license number 25-6782,
although this license is inactive.

3. At all times relevant Respondent was employed by
Burlington Health and Rehabilitation Center in Burlington,
Vermont.

COUNT I
(INABILITY TO PRACTICE NURSING COMPETENTLY)
4. Paragraphs 1 through 3 are incorporated.
5. During November 1995, Respondent failed to properly

document the administration of insulin to resident M.D. in the
medication book.

6. During November 1995, Respondent failed to document the
administration of medications to resident T.T. in the
medication book.

7. During November 1995, Respondent failed to administer
medication to resident F.S. as per order.

8. On or about February 29, 1996, Respondent failed to
document the administration of medication to a resident until

instructed to do so by a competency evaluator at the end of
medication pass.

9. On or about February 29, 1996, during a medication pass

observed by a competency evaluator, Respondent discovered that

she had failed to document the administration of an antibiotic

1



Office of the
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GENERAL

Montpelier,
Yermont 05609

two days prior.

10. A subsequent check of antibiotic remaining revealed that
the resident had missed doses

11. During March 1996, Respondent failed to promptly,

- properly and completely document the administration of morphine
~ to resident E.S.

12. Respondent's failure to promptly and completély document

i the administration of morphine to E.S. caused another dose to
' be administered outside the parameters of the ordered dosage.

13, The conduct described above constitutes unprofessional
| conduct pursuant to 26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(3) (inability to
© practice nursing competently by reason of any cause) and

Nursing Board Rules IV.B.2 (inability includes failure to

Q conform to the essential standards of acceptable and prevailing

nursing practice).

COUNT 1II
(CONDUCT LIKELY TO HARM THE PUBLIC)
14. Paragraphs 1 through 3, 5 through 12 are incorporated.
15. The conduct described above constitutes unprofessional

conduct pursuant to 26 V.S5.A.§1582(a)(7) (conduct of a
character likely to deceive, defraud or harm the public) and

Nursing Board Rules IV.B.4 (making inaccurate or misleading
entries in clinical records).

WHEREFORE, the license of PAMELA GRATTON should be revoked,
suspended or otherwise disciplined. '

Vermont .

Dated this /? day of J;&mAM » 1997 at Montpelier,
%

STATE OF VERMONT

WILLIAM H. SORRELL
ATTORNEY GENERAL

oy:  Mekni) P G

Diane E. Zarfoh
Assistant Attorney General




