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STATE OF VERMONT

BOARD OF NURSING
IN RE: ) P
Karen M. Dettor ) Docket No. NU13-0701
License No: 26-19632 )

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermoent, through Its Attorney General, William H.

Sorrell, and Karen M. Dettor, who stipulate and a'gree as follows:

1. The Vermont Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate and adjudicate
allegations of unprdfessional conduct committed by nurses and nursing assistants
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §§129, 129a and 814: 26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582, 1595 and
1598; the Board of Nursing’s Rules and the Office of Protessional Regulation’s

Rules. .

2. Respondent Karen M. Dettor, of Warren, Vermont, is a registered nurse holding

license number 26-19632, Iissued by the State of Vermont. This ficense was
originally issued on about August 29, 1990 and It is i:urr'ently active. a

3. Respondent admits that on about June 13, 2001, she was convicted of violating
23 V.S.A. §1201(a)(2) (D.W.1) and 13 V.S A §1028 & 1023(2)(1) (Simple Assaul
on. a Police Officer) in Vermont District Court (Ddcket Nos. 2348-5-01 Cner and

2348-5-01 Cnicr), and that she is addicted to alcohol.

4. Respondent admits the conclusicns of unprofessional conduct as set forth below

in the Board's Order.
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5. Respondent understands that the NUrsing Board must'-revie.w and accept the
terms of the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire étipulation
and Consent Order shalf be nul! and void. |

6. Respondent has read and reviewed this ehtire_ document and agrees that it

contains the entire 'agreement between the parties.

7. Respondent waives any notification period and agrees to have this document

reviewed by the Board during the next available meeting. Respondent specifically
waives any claims that any disclosures made to the full Board during its review of
this agreebnent have prejudiced her rights to a fair and impartial hearing in future
hearings if this agreement is not accepted by the Board.

8. Respondent is not under the.inﬂue’nce of any drugs or aleohol at the timé she

signs this Stipulation and Consent Order.

- 9. Respondent voluntarily enters this agreemenf after the opportunity 1o consult with

tegal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this Stipuiation and
Consent Qrder. |

10. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to charges and a contested hearing
before the Board of Nursing. |

11.Respondent agrees that the Board may set forth the order below.

| ORDER |
Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

A, By engaging in the conduct above, Respondent acted unprofessionally

‘Pursuant to, and in violation of: 26 V.S.A. §1582(a)(5) {...Is addicted to the use of

habit forming drugs).
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B.  The Nursing Board CONDITIONS the Respondent's license to practice
for EIGHTEEN (18) MONTHS. The CONDITIONS on Respondent’s license arle as

follows: _ |
(1)  Length of Time Conditiggs Imposed.
| The Icond.itions shalfl remain in place until Respcindgnt has completed'
eighteen (18) months of nursing practice In which she works at least forty (40) hours

every two (2) weeks in nursing [Part time hours of less than forty (40) hours every

- two (2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis].

(2)  Abstain from Alcohol.
Respondent shall abstain completely from the cohsumption or the
use or possession of any alcohal,

(3) Random Alcohol Testing.

Respondent shall submit to random alcohol urine screening at the
request of the Board. Respondent shall ensure an identified contact persoh, with

prior approval by the Board or its designee, shall administer random alcohol urine

tests. All screens shall be negative.

- {4)  Nofification of Place of Employment/ Personal
Address/Telephone Number., .

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,
Respondent shall notffy the Board, in writing, of her current place of nursing
employment (if she is employed as a nurse), personal address, and telephone
number. Respondent shall further notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48)

hours of any change in nursing employment, personal address, or telephone number.
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(5)  Notfication to Emplovers/Nursing Sehoal,

Respondent has already notified her. current, immediate supervisor

of the facts of this stipulation. Within ten (10) days of the date of entry of this

Consent Order, Respondent shall cause her immediate supervisor to write to the

Board, on the employer's letterhead, acknowledging the ability to comply with the

conditions in the Consent Order. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation

ahd Consent Order to all employers in any future setting in which she préctices as a

- nurse and inform thém of her conditional license status, Within ten (10) days of the
date of any such subsequent employment, Respondent shall cause her immediate
sUpervisor to write to the Board, on the employer's letterhead, acknow!edging receipt
of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the ability to comply with the conditions in
the Consen{ QOrder. In the event Respondent is attending a nursing program,
Respondent shall providé a copy of the Stipulation and Consent Order to the
Program Director. Respondént shall bause the Program Director to write to the
Board, oﬁ school letterhead, acknoWIedging receipt of the Stipulation and Consent
Order and ability of the program to cornply with the conditions in the Consent Order
during clinical experience. |

(6) Beports from Emplovers/Nursing School

Within one (1) month of the d._ate of entry of this Consent Order and
every month thereafter, Respondent shall cause every employer for ﬁvhich she has
been employed as a nurse-during that month to submit to the Board an evaluation of
Respondent's performancé and attendance during that month. This report shall be

submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board. In the event the Respondent
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attends nursmg school, Hespondent shall cause the Program Director tcr submit to
the Board, on a monthly basis, a written evaluation of Respondent’s performance and
attendance. This report shall be subm:tted in writing on forms ussued by the Board.
Respondent shall authorize her employer and her nursing school admmlstrator to
prowde all information requested by the Nursing Board, or its designee, elther oraliy
orin wrltlng, at any time durmg the period the Consent Order is in effect.
{7)  Release of Information Forms.
Respondent shall execute all release of information forms necessary
.to aUthori_ze probation, parole and/or health care providers who have treated
: Respondept for substance abuse, to releaée information described in this Consent
Order 10 the Board of Nursing, its investiga_tors, and the Attorney Generat’s Office.
All inforrnatidn disclosed to the Board shall be made available to its investigators and
the Attorney General's Office. Respondent shall specifically execute a consent to
disclosure form, which meets the 'requir_eme'nts of 42 C.F.R. §2.31 to permit
disclosure of all information regarding any substance abuse treatment to the Nursing
Board, its investigators, and the Attorney General's Office. Any revocatidn by
respondent of such a consent to disclos.ure during the term of this Consent Order

- shall be considered a violation of this Consent Order.

(8) - Interview with the Board or its designee,
Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or

Iffice of the : :
\TTORNEY its designee upon request. | f
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(9)  Re-issue of License,

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,
Respondent shall submit her license to the Board of Nursing for a re-issued license

labeled "conditioned".

(10}  Qut of State Practice/Residence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can be credited toward

fulfli!ment of these terms and conditions, Respondent shall first notify the Board

. before beginning such practice. If Respondent fails to notify the Board before, none

of the time spent in out-of-state practice will be credited toward the fulfillment of the
terms and conditions of this Consent Order. |
(11) Ligegg.e Renewal.
in the evént Respondent's !ipense is scheduled to expire during the
period .this Gonsent Order is in effect,-Respondent shali apply for renewal of the
license, pay the appiicable fee, and 6then~ise malntain qualifications to p'ractice
.nursing in fhe State of Vermont. | |
(12)  Gosts.
Fiespondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent
Ordér. |
(13)  Violation of the Consent Order,
If Respondent violates the terms of this Consent Order in any
réspect, the Board, after giving Hespondant notiée and an opportunity to be heard,

may revoke the terms of the conditional license and take further disciplinary action. If
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a complaint_ or charges are filed against Respondent during the term of this Consent
Order, the conditional license period shall be extended until the matter is .final.i |
(14) Completion of Conditional Licenge Period,

Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may
petition the Board to remove any and all cenditions on her license and after formal
review by the Board, Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by
appropriéte Board action, Furthermore, Respondent must demonstrate, to the

- Board’s satisfaction, that she has fully compliéd with all the terms of this Consent
Order. The Board will not urinecessarily delay restoration of Respdndent’s license.
C. This Stipulation and thsent Order is a matter of public r_eciord_ and may
be repérted to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §1 29(a).
D. Tllsis Stiputation and Consent Order will remain part of Respondent’s
lice.nsing file and may be used for purposes of determining sanctions in any future
disciplinary matter. |

STATE OF VERMONT

Dated:

Asmstant Attornay General
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RESPONDENT
KAREN M. DETTOR

Dated; _ 41—/ &—02— by: dz]w\u_ AN 'MV\

Karen M. Dettor

EDWARD D. FITZPATRICK, ESQ.
BERGERON, PARADIS & FITZPATRICK

RESPONDENT'S ATTORNEY
Approved as to Form: : -

' Date: 10‘} 67"0.2- | by: C%DMO 7/3@%;}'

~ Edward D. Fitzpatrick £4q.

APPF{OVED AND SO ORDERED: VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

Dated: _\ -4 -0z by =aocn da A re Q2L

o\gc;ﬁ()hairperson

Date of entry; __ /¢ {/ 2 / G~
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