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STATE OF VERMONT
BOARD OF NURSING

[ Y

IN RE: - : ) '
Nancy Contois ' ) Docket No. APP/NU09-0701
License No: 26-__ ). _

SPECIFIQATIQN OF CHARG& STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

- 1. The Vermont Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate and adjudicate

- allegations of uhprofessicnal conduct committed by nurses and nursing assistants
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §§129, 129a; 26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582, 1595 and 1598; the

Board of Nursing’s Rules and the Office of Professional Reguiation's Rules.

2. Respondent Nancy Contois, of South Burlington, Vermont, prepared, signed

and/or filed a Applicaticn for Licensure by Examination as a Registered Nurse,
with the Vermont Secretary of State, Office of Professional Regulation on about
April 11, 2001 (thus, she is both an “Applicant” and “Respon.den.t”).

3. In response to question no. 3, “Have you been convicted of a crime other.than a
minor traffic violation?,” Respondent _indica’ted “Yes.”

4. Respondent was convicted of Driving While Intoxicated on about December 19,
1990, April 20, 1994 and January 10, 2001. The third D.W.I. conviction, which
resuited from conduct taking place on abcct October 15, 2000, is a .felcny

(Vermont District Court Docket No. 6549-10-00 Cncr).

5. The above act(s), om.is'sicn(s) and/or circumstance(s) violate: 3 VSA § 129a(a)(9) _

(conviction of a crime retated to the practice of the profession or ccn_viction ofa

felony, whether or not related to the practice of the profession).




WHEREFORE, should thé application of Nancy Contois be grant_ed, her
license should be disciplined. | | |

| STIPULATION |

NOW COME the State of Vermont, through its Attorney General Wiiliafn H.

Sorrell, and Respondent Nancy Contois,. and stipulate a.nd agree as follows;

1. The Vermont Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to investigate and adjudicate
allég‘ations of unprofessional conduct committed by nurses énd nursing assistants
purs’u.ant to 3 V.S.A. §§129, 129%1; 26 V.S.A. §§1574, 1582, 1595 and 1598; the
Board of Nursing's ﬁules and the Office of 'P_rofessional Regulation’s Rules.

2, Respondent Nancy Contois, of South Burlington, Vermont, admits she prepéred,
signed and/or filed a Application for Licensure by Examination-as. a Registered
Nurse, with the Vermont Secretary of State, Office of Professional Regulation on’
about April 11, 2001 (thus, she is both an “Applicant” and “Respondeht”).

3. Respondent admits that in response to question no. 3, “Have you been convicted
of a crime other .than a minor traffic violation?,” she indicated “Yes.”

4, Respondént admits that she has be;a'n convicted of Driving While Intoxicated on
about December 19, 1990, April 20, 1994 and January 10, 2001. The third D.W.I.
conviction, wlhich reéulted from conduct which took place on about October 15,
2000, is a felony (Vermont District Court Docket No. 6549-10-00 Cncr).

5. Respondent admits the conclusions of unprofessional conduct as set forth betow
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6. Respondent understands that the Nursing Board must review and accept the
terms of the Consent Order. If the Board rejects any portion, the entire Stipulation

and Consent Order shall be null and void.

7. Respondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrees that it

contains the entire agreement between the parties.
8. Respondent waives any notification period and agrees to have this document
“reviewed by the Board during the next available meeting; Respendent' specifically
waives any claims that any disclosu res made_ to the full Board during its review of
this agreement have prejudiced her rights to a fair and impartial hea_ri.ng in future
hearings if this agreemerit |s not accepted by the Board.
9. Respondent is not under the influence of any drugs or alcohol at the time she
signs this Stipulation and Consent Order. | |
10. Respondent voluntanly enters this agreement after the opportunity to consult with
Iegal counsel and is not belng coerced by anyone into signing this Stipulation and
Consent Order.
11. Respondent voluntarily waives her right to charges and a contested hearing
before the Boerd of Nursing.
12.Respondent agrees that the Board may set forth the order below.

ORDER

‘Based on the stipulation above it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as foll‘owe:

A, By engaging in the conduct above, Respondent acted unprofessionally

pursuant to, and in violation of: : 3 VSA § 129a(a)(9) (conviction of a crime related to
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the practice of the professilon or conviction of a felony, whether or not related to the
practice of the .professibn). _

B. The Nursing Board grants the Respondent's license, but CONDITIONS
her license to pfactic_e for THIRTY-SIX (36) MONTHS. The CONDITIONS on _

Respondent's licenses are as follows:

(1) Length of Time Conditions Imposed.

The conditioné shall remain in place until Respondent has completed
thirty six.(3'6) months of supervised nursing bractice in which she works at .Ieas_t
forty (40) hours every two (2) weeks in nursihg [Part time hours of less than forty (I4.0)
hours every two (2) weeks shall be credited on a prorated basis].

(2)  Counseling and Treatment Plan.

Respondent shall enter into and/or continue counseli ng with a

treating professiohal approved by the Board's désignee until the treating professional

notifies the Board's designee in writing that such counseling is no longer necessary in

her/his professional opinion and the Board (or its designee) agrees, in writing.
Respondent shall comply with a treatment plan, including participation in a support

group, approved by the professional and the Board (or its designee). This shall be

- done as soon as possible and no later than one month after entry.

(3)  Approval of Changes of Treating Professional.

Respondent shall obtain prior approval from the Board or its
designee of all changes of treating professional. Failure to obtain prior approval of a
change of treating professional may be grounds for a charge of violatioh of this

Consent Qrder.
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(4)  Substance Abuse Therapy and Notification to

Treating Professional.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent

-Order to her treatlng professtonal and cause her treating professional to inform the

Board, in writing and on professional letterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and
Consent Order and the treating professional’s ability to comply with'the conditions
related to treatment and with all other terms of this Consent Order.

(5)  Beports from Treating Professional.

Respondent shall authorize and cause .her treating professional to
submit to the Board evidence of satisfactory progreé.s with the trea_tment plan during
the effective period of this Consent Order. These reports éhall be submitted in writing
on forms issued by the Board. The first repoh is-due commencing the month after
the date of entry of this Consent Order and subséqueht repoﬁs are due every month
thereafter. | |

Respondent shall authorize her treating professional to provide all
:nformatlon requested by the Nursing Board, or its desngnee either orally or in wrltlng,
at any time during the perlod this Consent Order is in effect,

(6) Random Testing.

Respondent shall submit to random aléohol and drug screening at
the request of the Board. Respondent shall ensure an identified contact person,
approved by the Board, shall administer random drug'and alcohol tests. All screens

shall be negative except for drugs prescribed for her under the care of a physician,

| dentist, or nurse practitioner. (See paragraph B(8) Drug Use Exception).
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(7)  Abstain from Alcohol & Drug Use.

Respondent shall abstain completely from the consumption or the
use or possession of any alcohol or drugs with the exception of prescribed
medlcatlons as outlined in paragraph B(8).

(8) Drug_Use Exception.

Respondent may take medications lawfully prescribed for a boné fide
illness or condition by a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner whose identity shall

be made known to the Board in writing by Respondent within forty-eight (48) hours of

- the establishment of the practitioner]patient telationship. Respondent shall ensure

that the physician, dentist or nurse practitioner informs the Board, in writing and on
appropriate letterhead, of knowledge of Respondent's stipulation within one (ﬂ .week
of entering into the practitioner/patient relationship. Respondent shall inform the
Board in writing of all medications prescrib.'ed, including the name of the prescribing
practitibner, within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the prescription. The Board or

its designee may request at any time that the practitioner document the continued

-need for prescribed medications. Hespondent shall keep a written record of

medications taken including over the counter drugs, and produce such record upon

the request of the Board or its demgnee

(9) Interview with the Board or its designee.

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or

its designee upon request.
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(10) Re-issue of License. -
Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,

Respondent shall submit her license to the Board of Nursing for a re-issued license

labeled "conditioned"”.

(11)  Out of State Practice/hesidence.

Before any out-of-state practice or residence can be credited toward
fulfillment of these terms and conditions, Respondent shall first notify the Board
before beginning such practice. [f Respondent fails to notify the Board before, none
of the time s.pent in out-of-state practice will be credited toWard the fulfillment of the
terms énd conditions of this Consent Order.

(12)  Notification of Place of Employment/ Personal
Address/Telephone Number.

Within five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order,
Respond__ent shall notify the Board, in writing, of her current place of nursing
employment (if she is employed as a nurse), personal address, and telephone
number, RéSpondent shall further notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight (48)

hours of any change in nursing employment, personal address, or telephone number.

(13) Notification to Emplovers/Nursing School.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent

- Order to all employers in any current or future setting in which she practices as a

nurse and inform them of her conditional license status. Within ten (10} days of the
date of entry of this Consent Order or of any such subsequent employment,
Respondent shall cause her immediate supervisor to write to the Board, on the

employer's letterhead, acknowledging receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order-




end the abi.!ity to comply with the conditi_onsi in the Consent Order. In the event
Ftespon'dent is attending a nursing program, Respondent shalt provide a copy of the
Stipulation and Consertt Order to the Pr'egram Director. Ftespondent shal cause the
Program Director to write to the Beard, on-school Ietterhe_ad, acknowledging receipt
of the Stipulation and Consent Order and ability of the program to'comply with the
conditions in the Consent Order during clinica.! experience.

(14)  Reports from Employers/Nursing School

Within one (1} month of the date of entry of this Consent Order and
every month thereafter Respondent shall cause every employer for which she has
been employed as a nurse during that month to submit to the Board an e\raluatron of
Respondent's performance and attendance during that month. This report shall be
submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board. In the event the Respondent
attends nursing school, Respondent shall cause the Program.Director to submit to
the Board, on a monthly basis, a written evaluation of Ftespondent's performance and
attendance. This report shall be submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board.
Reports must indicate, to the satisfatetion of the Board, that Respondent can safely .
and competently administer medications.

Respondent shall authorize her employer and her nursing school
administrator to provide all information requested by the Nursing Beard, or its
_designee, etther orally or in writing, at any time during the period the Consent Order

ggg&tgs s in effect. |
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(15) License Renewal.

In the event Respondent's license is scheduled to expire during the
period this Consent Order is in effect, Respondent shall apply for renewal of the

license, pay the applicable fee, and otherwise maintain qualifications to practice

nursing in the State of Vermont.

(16) Release of Information Forms.

Upon the establishment of all practitioner/patient relationships with
(1) treating professiohals for substance abuse treatment, and with (2) treating
professionals who prescribe any medicaﬁon to Respondent, Respondent shall
execute all refease of information forms which are nécessary to authorize those
practitioners to release information described in this Consent Order to the Board of
Nursing, its investigators, and the Attorney General's Office. All information
disclosed to the Board shall be made available to its investigators and the Attorney
General's Office. Respondent shall specifically execute a consent to disclosure form

which meets the requirements of 42 C.F.R. §2.31 to permit disclosure of all

information regarding respondent’s substance abuse treatment to the N'ursinngoard,

its investigators, and the Attorney General's Oﬁice. Any revocation by respbndént of
such a consent to disclosure during the term of this Consent Order shall be
considered a violation of this Consent Order.
(17) Costs.
FleSpondent shall bear all bosts of complying with this Consent

Order.
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(18)  Violation of the Consent Order.
If Respondent violates the terms of this Consent Order in any

respect, the Board', after giving Respondent 'n.otice and an opportunity to be heard,

‘may revoke the terms of the conditional license and take further disciplinary action. If

a complaint or charges are filed against Respondent du ring the term of this Consent
Order, the conditional license period shall be extended uniil the matter is final.

(19) Beevaluation of Conditions.

In the event Respondent does not work in nursing within twenty-four

(24) months of the date of entry of this Consent Order, Respondent may appear

before the Board for réevalua_tion of the conditions of this Consent Order.

(20) Completion of Conditional License Peariod.

Upon completion of the conditional license period, Respondent may

petition the Board to remove any and all conditions on her license and after formal

review by the Board, Respondent's nursing license may be fully restored by
appropriate Board action. Respondent, howeveér, must demonstrate compliance with
all conditions, Furthermore, Respondent shall demonstrate, to .the Board's
sétisfaction, fhat she fully complied wifh all the terms of this Consent Order.

C. This Stipulation and Consent Order is a matter of public record and may
be reported to other licensing authorities as provided in 3 V.S.A. §129(a).

D. This Stipulation and Consent Order will remain part bf Respondent's
licensing file and fnay be used for purposes of déterminin.g sanctions in any future

disciplinary matter.

10




Dated: %ZIZZJ/Q /

Dated: z/ 24 / 0/
/

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED:

Dated: \O—\ <\

°b.y: éﬂﬂ‘«(/!

Entry Date: 10/2/01
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STATE OF VERMONT
WILLIAM H. SORRELL

A RN
by AN A7

- s ——
‘William H. Ahlers
Assistant Attorney General

RESPONDENT
- NANCY CONTOIS

(ot o

ancy Clbntois L

VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

by: =% s Aon N (p g
Chairperson :
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