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STATE OF VERMONT
SECREYTARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
BOARD OF NURSING

- IN RE; )
WILLIAM HUGH BUTT ERFIELD ) Docket No, NU43-0107
License No. 026-0021121 ) ‘

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER
 STIPULATION

NOW COMES the State of Vermont, fiwongh State Prosecuting Attorney, Edward G,
Adrian, and the Respondent, William Hugh Butterfield, who stipulate and agree as follows:

~ Beard Authority

1. The Vermont Board of Nursing (fhe “Board™) has jurisdiction to investigate and
adjudicate allegations of unprofessional conduet committed by Nurses pursuant to 3 V.8.A,
§§ 129, 129a; 26 V.8.4, Chapter 28 and; the mlr:s of the Board and the Vermont Office of
Professional Regulation.

Statement of Faets

2. Willdam Hugh Butterfield (the “Rospondent”) of Essex Junction, Vermont is a repistered
rurse holding license number 026-0021121, issued by the State of Vermont. This license
was ariginally issued on or about July 8, 1993 and is set fo expire on March 31, 2007,

3, Dusing all relevant timws the Respondent was practicing as a Registered Nurse at Fletchey
Allen Health Care (the “Factlity™) in Burlington, Vermont.

4. Between approximately April 13, 2006 and Noveraber 15, 2006 the Respondent was
involved in approximately 54 instances where narootios or controlled substances were
involved and charting discrepancies or distribution ityegularities were apparent. The
Respondent claims that these were simple charting etrors and dus to & number of life
sttessors including several deaths to individuals close to him and his wife"s dsability, The
Respondent told the State’s nvestigator that during the relevant fime period he would break
sraTis ok veemont | | down and “weep every moming” beftre work.

5. Onor about April 19, 2006 the Respondent took an wnused portion of Lorazepam out of
the Facility. The Respondent claims that he discarded this medication, Whes questioned

. ahout this by the Facility adrmmsiraﬁnn the Respondent replied “I knew you were going to
find that one.”
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6. On or about August 8, 2006, & hospital pharmacist had expressed consern over the
Respondent’s privats and repeated requests for loparamide, an antidiartheal medication, for
His personal usage. On information and belief this medication is nap-preseription, thus the
Respondent could have obtained it from any phurmacy if he had thought 1o get it i advance
of working hours.  Bowel disturbances may be indicative of narcotics abuse/withdrawal,
Based o this fact, the Respondent’s usage report from the prior month was obtaived and no
discrepaneios were found in the records reviewed.

7. On or sbout November 15, 2006 the Respondent failed to administar an antibiotic to a\
leukemia patient with 2 lifa threatening infaction. The dose of medicing that should have
been administured was found on a windowsill 48 hows later,

8. On or about November 13, 2006 a patlent was ordered a one time dose of 5 mg
Oxyvodane, PYXIS indicates that the Respondent withdrew a 30 mg dose, The Respondent
claimed 1o have recedved and administered the Smg dosage. The State’s position 15 that
edther the patient was given a dosage aix times the one prescribed or the medication was
diverted, beoause it was a one time ordey and thers wWas no pain notation to support the oxder,

9. By way of history, the Respondent’s license was conditionsd on March 11, 1998 for
medication ervors and destroying Famlity documentation in an aﬁoﬂ to cover up one of the
medication exrors, . \

10.  The Respondent admits that over this period of time he made mymerous and seriows
medication documentatdon emors and wistakes involving narcotic medications. Ths parties
agres that i this matter wery litigated before the Board of Nursing, that the Board covld find
that either the Respondent diverted medications or that he did ot divert medications. The
Respondent denles diverting medications. This Stipulation is neither ar admission of
liability by the Rnspondenf,@ a concsssion by the State of Vermont that its charges are ot
well foumded. To avoid delay, uncertainty, inconvenience, and expense of protracted
litigation of the chnges above(the Partles reach & full and final Stzpulahon pursuant to these
understandings and the Oyder elow .

Ao
Relief Requested
11. Tho above asts and cireurnstances, alons oy in combination, violate:
. STATE OF VEEMORT 1 26 VB.A.§1S 82(a)(3§(is unable to practice nursing competently by reason of any

cause); |
ii. 26 V.8.A. § 1582(s}(7Xengages in conduet of a character likely to harm the publie),
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Understundings

12. Respondent undecstands that the NMg Board must review and accept the terms of the
Cansent Ovder, If the Bowrd refeots any portion, the entire Stipulation and Cansent Order
ghall be nnll and vold.

13. Respondent specifically waives avy clairos that any disclosures made to the finll Board
during its review of this agreement have prejudiced his rights to 2 faiy and impartial hearing
in fisture hearings if thig agreement is not accepted by the Board.

14, Respondent has read and reviewed this estive documept and agrees that it contairs the
ontire pgreament botween the partiss.

15, Raspondent is not under the influence of any drugs or alcahol at the time he signs this
Stipulation and Consent. Order,

16. Respondert voluntarily entors into this agrecment after the opportunity to consult with
legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into signing this Stipelation and Consent
Order.

17. Respondent valuntarily waives his xight to a contested hearing before the Board of
Nursing and waives any right to appeal fror this Stipulation and Consent Qrder.

18. Respondent agrees that the Order set fouth below may be entered by the Boazd.
ORDER
Based on the Stipulation above, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED s follows:

A, The Board of Nursing hereby SUSPENDS the Respondent’s liconse to practice nursing
for a MINIMUM OF THREE (3) MONTHS, Befors applying for reinstatement,
Respondent must (1) obtain an independent cvaluation report by a licensed professional
specializing in drug and alcohol abuse pre-approved by the Board; and (2) the results of the
treatment with the drug and alcohol abuse evaluator must indicate that the Respandent does
not present a risk to the safety, health or weithre of his potential patients, Tha Respondent's
license shall not be reinstated until thesy prevoquisites are met, regardless of whether more
than three (3) months huve paseed since the suspension went into effect. Quee reinstated,
Respondent’s license will be CONDITIONED FOR THREE (3) YEARS. The conditions
will be as follows: ,

(1) License to be labeled “Conditioned
Any lctnse lasuad to the Respondent by this Board shall be labeled "Conditioned™.

(2) Lengfh of Time Conditions Imposed,
The conditions shall remsin in place wtil Respondent bas completed all conditions -
ordered. Respondent shall be subject io the conditions until Respondsnt completes three (3)
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- years of supervised registered nursing practice in which Respondent works at least forty (40)
hours every two (2) weeks as a registered murse. Part time hours of less thap forty (40) hours
every two (2) weeks ghall be eredited on a prorated basis. .

(3) Dogumentation Course,

Respondent shall complete (1.¢., receive a passing grade, I spplicable) 4 course
focusing on documentation, with prior approval by the Board ar its designee, and thea submit
wiitten docwmnentstion (certificate of completion, ete.) to verify same to the satisfection of
the Board or its designes. This course must be completed within six (6) months of the date
of eatry of this Stipulation and Congent Order,

(4) Completion of Snbstance Abues Covnseling and Treatment Play,

This provision will not be necessary i nof recormmanded by the independent
substance abuge evaluation. Respondent shall emter into and continue substance abuse
sovnseling with a treating profossional approved by the Board uatil the treating professional
shall certify in writing to the Nursing RBoard that such counssling is no longer nscesgary.
Respondint shall enfer into and comply with fhw substance abuse treatment plan approved by
the Board and the treating professional .

(5) Notificetion to Treating Professional, ‘

Regpondent shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Consent Order to his tresting
professions] aud cavse his treating professional to inform the Board, in writing and on
profiessional latterhead, of receipt of the Stipulation and Consent Order and the treating
professional’s ability to comply with the conditions related to treatment and with all othes
tenis of this Consent Order, ‘

(6) Reports from Tresting Professignal,
Respondent shall authorize and cauge bis treating professional to submit io the Board

avidence of satisfactory progross With the treatment plan during the effective period of this
Consent Order. Thess yeports chall be submitted in writing on forms issued by the Board,
The first report is due commencing the mouth after the dats of the sormmencement of the
conditions and subsequent reports are dus monthly thereafter.

Respondent shall authorize bis treating professional to provide all information requested
by the Nursing Board, either oxally or in writing, at any time during the period this Consent
Order is in effect,

(7) Eaticipation in Recovery Groups. .
This provision will not be nevessary if not recommended by the independent
| substance abusé evaluation. Respondent shall participate as recormmended by his freating
professional, in Narcotios Anonymous meetings and/or other recovery group(s).

(%) Rendom Drug and Aleoho! Testing,

Respondant shall gubmit to random drig and alochol screenings at the request of the
Board or ite designee. Respondent shall designate a person, who has boen approved by the
Bosrd or its desipnes, to administer random drug and gleohol soreens, All testing shall be
done on & random, unannounced basis and analyzed by & lab qualified to analyze saxaples for
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forensic purposes and approved by the Board. All urine specimens collected for tests shall be
collested in 4n observed setting, Al screens shall be negative,

¢l ébstam Fom ng and Alcohal Dse.
Respondent shall abstain completely from the consumption or pessession of alcohol

and drgs with the exoeption of medications as outlined in paragraph A.(10) for the pexiod of
time desorbed in parggraph A (2). At the Disposition Hearing the State and the prondent
may propose &n alternative this condition to thﬂ Board.

(10) Drug Use Exeeption,

The Respondent shall aot taks controlled substances unless necessary. Respandent
may take scheduled/cortrolled medications lawfully presceibed for a bona fide illness or
condition by a physician, dentist, or nurse practitioner whose identity shall be made kaown to
the Board in writing by Respondent within forty-cight (48) howrs of the establighment of the:
practitiones/patient relationship, Respondent shall ensure thet the physician, dertist or nitese
practitionert informs the Board, fa writing 2ud o appropriate letterhead, of knowledge of
Respondent’ s substance abuse {ssuc(s) within one (1) weel of entering inio the
praciitiones/patient relationghip. Respondent shall inform the Board in weiting of all

" scheduled/controlled medications prescribed, mcluding the name of the presaribing
practitioner, within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the prescription. -

The Board or its designee may nequest at any time that the practitioner docvument the
continued neoessify for the presoribed soheduled/controlled medications if' the tvrm excseds
14 days. This includes medications to be administeved as necessary, ¥ is not anticipated that
Respondent would be preseribed scheduled/controlled medication during the team of this
Consent Order for a period greater than 14 days, but if so, thea the conditions herein may be
revoked by the Board,

Regpondent shall keep a written record of all medications tdken, ncluding over the -
counter drugs, and produce such record upon the request of the Board or its designee,

(11) Interview with the Boaxd or its Desipnee.
Respandent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or its daaignea upon

request,

(12) Notifigation to
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Respondent shall provide 2 copy of this Stipulation and Consent Order to all
arnployess in any current or futtirs setting in which Respondont prastices as a repistered nurse
and fnform fhep of Respondent’s copditional license status.

‘ Withtn tsn (10) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order or of any subsequan
registered nursing employment, Respondent shall cause Respondent’s immediate supervisor
to write 10 the Board, on the cmployer’s letterhiead, acknowledging recsipt of the Stipulation
and Consent Order and the ability to comply with the conditions in the Consent Order.

In the event the Respandeat 14 attending a nursing program, Respondent shall cause
the Program Dirsotor to write to the Board, on school latterhead, acknowledging veceipt of
the Stipulation and Consent Order and 2bility of the program to comply with the conditions
in the Consent Order during clinical experience, ‘

(13) Reports from Brplovers. :

Within one (1) month of the date of entry of this Order ar within one (1) month of the
commenoement of registered nursing employment and wonthly fhereafter, Respondent shall
ctinse every registered nursing wnployer the Respondent has worked for during the month to
subinit to the Board an evaluation of Respendent’s work perfovmance and attendance during
that month, This report shall be submitied in writing on forms issusd by the Boawd,

In the event the Respondent is atonding a qursing program, Respondent shall cause
the Program Director to submit to the Board, on a monthly basis, a written evalvation of big'
pecformance and attendance, This report shall be submitted io writing on forms issusd by the
Board and accompanied by a cover letter on the school’s lenterhead,

(14) Practics Under Supervision,

- Respondent shall practice as a registered muse only in a setiing where Respondent
has direct supervision for the entive shift by a registered nurse who is licensed and in good
standing,

(15) Types of Bxployrment Prohibited.

Respondent shall not work for a nlirss registry, traveling nurse agency, float-pool,
home health care apenoy, temporary nursing employment agency, or as a persona oaro
provider during the effective period of this Consent Order.

(16) Administration of Medicatians,

Respondent is prohibited from administerlng any controlled substances, This
condition miy be removed only by the Respondent filing a petition with the Board after he
hes worked as nurse for twelve (12) weeks for af least 40 hours every two weeks (or the part
4 time equivalent) after the date of reinstatement.

STATE OF YERMONT In any such petition, thy Respondent must demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the
Nuzsing Board, that he cen safely and competently admivister such medications. In any such
petition, the Respondent must include gppropriate support fropg his treating professional and
employer ar nursing school administrator and a description of the documentation and
inventory control procedures in place. '

(17) Notification of Place of Emplovment/ Personal Address/Telophone Number,
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Within five (5) days of the dito of entry of this Consent Order, Respondent shall
notify the Board, iu writing, of his enrrent place of enxploynoent, personal address, and
telephone mumber, Respondent shall further notify the Board, in wiiting, within forty-eight
(48) howrs of ay change in employment, personal address, or telephons nugber,

(18) Qut of State Practice/Residonce, .

Before any out-of-state pravtice or residence can be credited toward fulfillment of
these texms and conditions, Respondent shall first obtain approval fiom the Board prior to
Respondent leaving the State of Vermont. If Respondent fails to receive sweh approval
before leaving the State, none of the time spent out-of-state will be credited foward the
fulfillment of the terms and conditions of this Consent Order. The Board will approve out-
of-state practice so long as the Respondsnt can still comply with the provisions of this
Coungent Order,

(19) Notification to Other States,

' In the wvent that the Respondent is licensed in nursing in any other state(s), e minst
inform the nursing Hoensing board of the state(s) n which the Respondent is licensed of the
corditional status of'his Vermont registered nusing license within thirty (30) days of the date
of eutry of this Order, If'the Respondent fails to provide such notification, it willbe
considered 2 violation of this Oeder.

(20) License Renmwal,

I£ the Respondent's license expires while this Order is still in effect, this Order does
not automatically extand the license. In that situstion, in order to continuy to practive as a
registered nurse, the Respondent must timely apply for renewal, pay the applicable foe and
demonstrate thet ho has otherwise complied with the requivements for loense renewal

(21) Release of Inf;o.mm_aﬁan Borms,
The conditions of this Order require the Respondent to authoxize drug and/or aleohol

freatment providers fo repott information i verbal and/or written format sud/or to disouss the
Respondent and any &ud all treatrment rendered to the Respondent for drugs and/or alcokol
with the Board or its designes. Ths conditions of this Qrder st allow any and all .
information from the Respondent's treatment providers fo also be provided to the Office of
Professional Regulation investigators and that the information may be used for further
prosecutions if so warmurted or if the Office of Professional Repulation determines that said
information violates the texms of this Order or any rules or laws governing the profession of

nursing,

The Respondeat is entitled to yevoke this consent at any time, ‘However. any revocation
by the Respondent of such consent to disclosure during ths term of this Order shall be
copsidered & violation of this Order, : :

Thig consent expires when the conditions are removad from the Respondsnt’s registered
nusing leense,
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This Stipulation and Consent Qedzr shall constitute 3 valid wrinez consent punsu2ar 2o
the reguirements of 42 CER. § 231,

¥ . . - . . . . Si@a
The Raspondant mdwsmmmmsmmsmmdermaymwfﬁmm
separate and distiner consent mesting the requireynents of 42 CFR. §231.

(22) Costs, o
The Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent Order.

(23) Violatiog of this Order,
If the Respondent violates the terms of this Order in agy respect, the Boasd, afier

giving the Respondent notice and an opparturdty to be heard, may reseind or modify this
Order and impose additional appropriate disciplinary actions, Ifa complaint of
unprofessional conduct is mads against the Respondent during the term of this Opder, this
Order shall by antomarioally extended until the unpofessional conduct matter is conclnded,

(24 Comglatioh of Conditiona] License Period, |
After the pyudiﬁona_l Hfmse period, the Respondent raay petition the Board to yemove
any and all conditians on his license, The Respondent must present proof that he hag fully

complied with the tesns of this Order and that he can safely and conapetently perform the
duties of 3 registered nurse.

B. Notwithstanding any provision abox;e, the Respondant muét contimue to meet all Nursing
Board requirements for mainteining a license, licenss rénewal, and license reinstatement.

C. This Stipulation and Consent Order is 2 reaver of public recayd and ma :
other Heensiniy anthorities a5 provided in 3 VS.A §1 gﬁg@‘ y be reported to

D. This Stipulation and Conssar Order will remain part of Rwspon&nt’s

livensing file and may be used : A !
diseiplinery mattor, v purposes of detormining sanctions in any fature

AGREEDTO: ‘ STATE OF VERMONT

SECRETARY OF STATE
“ffsf
Dated: g \

_____

WILLIAM BUGH BUTTERFIELD
RESPONDENT :
3
=
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APPROVED A§ TO FORM:

.Daxed: L/g ﬁ7

APFROVED AND 50 ORDERED:
VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

\

Dated; Mk o A ~ XA~

Datcoantry:‘ ‘1[/// /07
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By: WM

William Fugh Butterfield

ATTORNEY FOR W
By: ‘%

JoJu L, Pacht, Fsq.
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VERMONT SECRETARY OF STATE
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

BOARD OF NURSING
Inre: William Hugb. Butterfield 3
License No.  26-0021 121 ,
Docket No.  NU43-0107 }
ENTRY ORDER

On Monday 12 March 2007 this matter came to the Vermont Board of Nursing
after receipt of a petition for 4 temporary order filed by State of Vermont on Friday 9
March 2007 pursuant to 3 V.5.A. § 814 (summary guspension).

At the hearing, the Statc withdrew its petition for summary suspension and the
two parties instead made a joint motion to the board. After hearing the motion, the Board
voted to adopt the request of the partics as its OWn motion. As a result, the Board voted
to suspend Respondent William Butterfield's license for a period of one month effective
immediately. The order issued by the Board on 12 March 2007 bas the following terms:

1. The Board suspends Respondent’s license as of 12 March 2007. The license
shall remain suspended until the conclusion of the next regularly scheduled Board of
Nursing meeting, which is currently set for Monday 9 April 2007.

2. This one month sugpension (between the 12 March and the 9 April hearing
dates) will allow the State of Vermont to bring either a request for summary guspension,
the parties to submit & joint stipulation, the State to bring professional conduct charges
against the Respondent or some other action deemed appropriate by the State.

3. This temporary order shall expire at the conclusion of the next regularly
scheduled Vermont Board of Nursing Hearing. The next currently scheduled Board
hearing date is 9 Monday April 2007, If, for any reasot, the Board is unable to meet oD 9
April 2007, the license shall remain suspended until the Board’s next scheduled mecting.

Vermont Board of Nursing:

By - M_,EQ /. Date: M&axﬁ%ﬂ07

Susad O. Farrell, RN
Board Chairperson

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL sGULATION
DATE OF ENTRY: 3/ 27/ 0

-1- Tn re: Butterfield



