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STATE OF VERMONT
SECREYXARY OF STATE

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
* BOARD OF NURSING

PATRICIA K- BERGERON
License No, §26-0026169

STIPULATION. AND CONSENT ORDER
STYPTULATION

NOW COMES the Strte of Veammons, by sod through Stote Pros;auting Attorpey Edward
. Adrien, and the Regpopdent, Patricia F. Bergeron, &N, who stipulets and agree 22
follows:

IN RE: ; ' Dnéket No: N‘US&W
)

Board Anthority

1. The Vermont State Board of Nusaing (“the Board™) has anthority o issue warnings or
reptitoands, snspend, tevake, limit, condition current licenges, or prevent the renewal of
mﬁmmmmmpmm&mnoammwmmmthm _
engaged in woprofessiona) copduct, 3 V.5.4. §129(a); 3 V.S.A 129, 3 V.8 A §874{d); 26
V5.4, §1582; the Administentive Rules of the Board of Nursing (“ARBN™); and the Rules
of the Office of Professionsl Regulation

Statement. of Afleged Fnote

3. The Respondent, Patricia F. Bergeeon, Is licensed in the State of Vermont as & registered
nurse holding lioense number 026-0026169, This licens= was ofiginally issued o, or about
Febraary 23, 2001 and is crrently set to expire on Mench 31, 2011.

3. Atall fimes sslevant, the Respondent was enployed as a registored mrse & Wake Robin
(the "Facility™ located in Shelbummes, Vermont.

4. During the Respondent’s pexiod of stnployment ot the Fraility, the Respondenmt peceived
ongeing verbal and written coumsaling regarding practies issues. The issues the :
Respondent received coutiseling for mcluda, but are not limited to e issues set out helow.

5. Qn or around the wack of Jung 5, 2006, the Respondem assessed a resident with o
history of eardiac disease and incrensing episodes of angiza, The rewident was
expegiencing axm tremors and based on the Respondens’s assessment, the Respondens
reported that the resident was experioncing seizore activity, After an ovaluation by the
mtrsing supsrvisor uting informeatian provided by the patient as well, the marsicg
supervisor detomnined the resident had experisnced 8 vapovagal responst and was not
having a szizome, Afier 2 talaphones conversaiion with a physician regarding the insidant,
the physician donongred with the nursing snperviscr’s datemination. Daspite the nawsing
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supervisor and the physicisn’s egreement the, the resident experienced a vasovagal
response, the Regpondenyt reported to the oncoming shift thed the resident had expericnced a
seinxe. | . ‘

§. On or about Tune §, 2006, the Respondsst rexnoved 2 “Sarmiento™ brace from regident
M.8."s atrm in oxder 1o batbe it. Nuesing siaff had been instruetad & mumber of times not to
semove the brace for any reason. Alfhovgh the smsing assistants whom, were also caring
for M_S. advised the Respondent that the beace should riot be remqued, the Regpondent
removed the brace without spealing to M.8.%s physieal therapist to vezify that 1 vwas safe
for the paticnt. Additionally, Facility siafhad previously cared for 4 pasient who required
‘| e same kind of brace and it was wel kriown that only physical thexapists were competont |
1o remowve or apply the brace. : :

7. In am knterview with the Respondent condunted by Clinical Coordinator K.1L. on or

| 3bouw, fune B, 2008, the Respondent advised fhat sbe did nor “know much” abovt the brace,
bt asseaned it was could be removed for bathing if the affocted arm was propedy
supported, .

8. Om or about Jannaty 10, 2004, the Respondent poured Uioram 24mg to be administered
to apatient. Afler it was poured, the Responden discovered that medication had been
discontioned. The Respondent charted that the medication as wasted and not given to the
paticot, However, joswead of wasting the tedication, the Reagpondant placed the
medicatidn on the cotmter with fue othar medications t be administerad #nd 2 mitsing

asgistant mistakanly administered the Ulttam to the resident.

9. On or about October 13, 2006, ths Regpondent sdministered marphine 2mg to patient
L.B. Instead of administering injectsbie lquid morphine suboutameously 25 oxdered, the
Respondent adp:inistmed coneehtrated oral morphipe subcitaneously, .

Charges

10. The acty, omisriens and/or ciramnstances descaibed sbove constitits groads for
diseipline beauuse the Respapdent has comumitted wnprofessional conduct in violation of

1. 26 V.5, A, § 1582(a)(3) (s uoable to practios nursing competently by resson of
axty canse) wikich meludes performing vnsafe or wnaccepisble pavient care pucsuant
10 ARBN Chaprter 4, Rule IVIN(B)K1); Sailing to conform to the sesentinl standagds
of aceeptable and prevailing nersing practios pursuant to ARBN Chapter 4, Rufe
VEENZed
i1 3 V.5.A § 129a(bX(1) and (2) (fallure to practice competently by reaset of any
cause on a sitigle accagion or on paltiple oecasions may constibuie woprofesdional
conduct, Fafhirs % precrice competemtly includes: (1) pecformanms of unsad or
mnecceptable patiant care; or (2) failure to conform to the axsential standards of

acceptmable sud prevailing practicn). |
Urnderstodings
Profeasional Raqotation
Y Peittnin Inacz
Mowtpelten, VT 2

. OSSAAR07
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11 1§ Stipulation is neither an admission of lisbility by the Respondent noy »
e'?fx;u"aaion by the Stape of Vermonst that i« changas are not well fovoded. To avoid
delay, uncestainty, fnconvenience, and expenie of profracted litigation of the
charges shove, the Partics resch a foll and Snal Stipulation pursuant to thess
Undezstandings and the Ordex helow, The Respondent does not dispute thet the
State could proye these chazgns by a preponderance of the evidence i this matter
wert io 2 heating and agrees that the conditians below are nesessary to protect the
publie, : ‘

12, Respondent widerstands that the Nursjng Board must review and sccept the terms
of the Conscyt Order. ¥f'the Board rejects any portien, the entire Stipulation and
Consent Order shall be mul] and void.

13, Respondent specifically whives any clains that any disclogures made to the fia]]
Board duriny ite raview of this agrerment have prjudiced her rights to » fair and
impartia] hesring o Frture hearings if this agreetment is not acoepted bythe Boa;-d.

14, Respondant has read ond reviewed this enfire document and agreag that it contains
the entice agreament between the parties, :

15.  Respondent is not under the infhyence of any drugs or slcohol at the time ghe signs
this Stiptﬂaﬁpn and Consent Order.

16.  Respondent voluntarily emters nto iy sgeeement after the opportupity o consult
With Jegal caunsel, and i< pot baing soerced by aayone into signing this Stipulation
" and Consent Order.

17. Respyndem volnmtatily waives her right to a contested hearing befure the Baard of N
Nursing sod waives any tight #o appeal from this Stipulation and Consent Order. |

18. Re'sppndmt agrees that the Order set.forth bejow may be emtered by the Board, |

ORDER |

- : ot s ' !

A Ag of the date af exry of thiz Order the Respond successfally cotmpleted zn ;
RIsessment coursy, With prier approval by the Bowyd or ite degignee, and subpritied :

wugitren dqmmmtaﬁm of cornpletion ta verify the same 1o the setisfaction of the ;

Boerd or it designes; and 2) successfilly completed a dovumentation cotise, with !

prior approval by fe Bossd or i designes, and subanir written documentution of :

Pucsuant to this Stipulation and sines the Respondent has Suesegstilly compietad ‘
this cotwse work, her Noense shall now be CONDITIONED FOR A MINDMUM ;
OF ONE (1) YEAR. The conditions will be oz follows: S
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. ordeped. Responsent shall be subject to the conditions until Respondsnt completes a
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@ U;:m the commencément of fhess conditions, Respondant shall be jssund 2 lisense

labeled “oonditioned ™

(2) Length of Time of Conditions Iymozed, ”
The conditions shall rawein ia place until Respomdent has completed sl conditions

woinom of one (L yoax of supervisad murstng practics in whick she works at least forty
(4D) hours every two (2) weeks ac a registered surse, Part titne howrs of less than forty (40)
howes every two (2) weeks shall, be oredited on a propatod basis. Respondent shall be
prohibited from working more than forty (40) howrs par week.

3) Notification t Emnloyers/Program Director.
@ Respond=nt shall provide a copy of this Stipulation and Cansent Order to all emaployers
in a0y crarent or fahure setting in which Respondent practives as a registered rarse and
inforra them of Respondent’s conditional lisease statos.

Within ten (10) days of the date of entry of this Contscat Oxder or of any subsequent
registeped mursing employment, Respondent shall canse Respondent’s ipmediate
superviser o write fo the Board, e the epployer’s icttesbrad, sckoowledging recsipf of
the Stipulation and Cotsert Ordex 2o, e ability to comply with the conditions in the
Consent Order.

in the event the Respondent is attending 2 nursing prograty Which has 2 elinical portian
that invotves actna) patient care, Respondent shall provide a copy of the Stipulatien and
Clonsent Ordar to the Program Director. Respandent shell cavse the Program Ditector to
write to the Board, on school Jetterhead, acknowlrdging receipt of the Stipulation and
Cottsent Order and the ability of the: program to comply with the conditions in the Cousent
Order duying elinical experionoe. :

Within one {1} month af the date of entry of thiz Oxder or within one (1) month of the
commencerment of registered nursing eraployment and monthly thereaftar, Respondent
sball cauge every nursing cnpjoyer the Respondent has worked for during the month to -
submit o the Board an evalwetion of Respondent’s work performance and atiepdance
during #hat month. This report shall be submitted in wiiting ot forms Issued by the Board.
All exaployer reports shall iudicate satisfectory parformance and attendaaes,

In the event the Respondent is attending & pursing program, Regpomdent shall canse the
Program Direstor to submit to ¢he Baard, on a monthly basis, & wiitten cvaluation of her
performanee and sttepdages. Tlie report shall be sybmitted in writing ox forms issued by
the Board aud accompanied by a ¢over lettor on the school’s lemerhead. All Pragram
Director reports shall indicate satisfhctory performatice and aMendanoce.

(5) Practice Undey Supervision. : :

Respondent shall practice as a registerad rurse oply in. A stting wheors Respondent has
d:rmt"m mm%armm for the entire shift by 2 lcensed rogistwred nurps thar s in good stmding
w 2 B0 ‘
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( Tes of Emplovment Proihited. _

® Respandent shall not worlk in o supervisory rale. Respondent shail a0t work for a marge
Tegistry, traveling murse agemey, foat-pool, home heatth ber= agency, temporagy nursing
employment ageney or as a private dty ooree or persanal eaen provider diring the
etizctive pexiod of this Conserr Order, '

(7 Ow-af- ctice
Before any out-of-state pracice can be credited toward fulfilimant of thess terms and
canditipns, Respondent shal] first obtain approval from the Board prior to Respondeqt
practicing susing outside the State of Vermoont, M Respondant fails 0 receive sueh

(11) Cosrs, ' ,
The Respondent shall bepr all costy of complying with this Consems Ordeep,

(X2) Violation of this Ordex, :
If the Respondent violates the terms of this Order in any respect, the Bc_mﬂ, after giving

(13} Copapletion of Conditionel Licenge Perind,
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After i P i esd % may petition the Board
the winimum copditional Kieense patiod, the Respanden

10 TemovD a;.y emd, all conditions op her lim_mse. The Respondent mugt prosent proof that
she hes fully complied with the termas of this Qrder, _

ithstanding viston abova, the Respondent must contiaue to meet all
> Iﬁ& Board m?ﬁxm for maincaiTng 4 licenao, licepge repewal avd Geense

- “ g ‘ a . | ! Mmomd
This Stipnilation and Consent Order i2 2 matter of public record and may )
& to u:hcx licensing anthorities as provided in 3 V.3.A. §129(2).

| ic Stipulation an 1) remain '3 licensing file
D. This 8¢ on and Copsent Order will remhain park af Respopdent’s licansi
mdmayvbeusndfoxpmposesofdmzmMngmmmhmﬁmM dispaplinary
‘rnateer

AGREED TO:

Paxed:

PATRICIA F. BERGERON

RESPONDENT
. 5-39.09 By:_ o Laionit
pats Patriria F. Bergeron
APPROVED AS TO FORM: - Al SPONDENT

Dated: & -2.9-09 13)}_

Al?movmo AND 50 ORDERED: ' VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

Dated:  &-(0.09 | | By ﬂ wé?@ :
o | Chaisperson

Dats of Botcy: S//// yr/aj

At berperan st

Profepsioner Dapyiation
D HnfutmiRp A Tams
Montpalian, VI . ¢
NEAYS-1 107 ' .




