




















 James C. Condos, Secretary of State 

 Christopher D. Winters, Deputy Secretary 

S. Lauren Hibbert, Director

 State of Vermont 
 Office of the Secretary of State 

 Office of Professional Regulation 

 89 Main Street, 3rd Floor 

 Montpelier, VT  05620-3402 

 sos.vermont.gov 

July 20, 2022 

Kyra Jean Hinkle
199 Village Drive
Colchester, VT  05439

CASE:           In Re Kyra Jean Hinkle 
Credential:    License # 075.0137564 
Docket No.:   2022-183 

NOTICE OF SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES 

The State Prosecuting Attorney has filed the enclosed Specification of Charges and has asked the Office 
of Professional Regulation to take disciplinary action against your license. 

You or your attorney must file a written Answer to the charges within 20 days of the date of this notice.  
Enclosed is an Answer form as a suggested format for your response to the charges.  Return your 
Answer to the Docket Clerk and Prosecuting Attorney at the addresses listed on the Answer form.  Once 
your Answer has been received, a hearing will be scheduled.   

If you fail to answer the charges within 20 days, disciplinary action may be taken against your license by 
default and without your input.  The Administrative Rules for the Office of Professional Regulation are 
available online at https://sos.vermont.gov/opr/. 

If you have an attorney who has filed a Notice of Appearance with this office, we will continue to send 
copies of all correspondence to both you and your attorney unless directed otherwise. 

Sincerely, 

/s/Julie Bowen 
Docket Clerk 

Enclosures: Specification of Charges and Answer Form 

cc: 
Ultan Doyle, Esq., Prosecuting Attorney 
Kristin Donnelly, Case Manager 
Erin Viera, Licensing Administrator 
Kyra Jean Hinkle, Respondent, First Class Mail, Certified Mail & Email

https://sos.vermont.gov/opr/
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STATE OF VERMONT 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 
BOARD OF NURSING 

IN RE: ) 
Kyra Jean Hinkle  ) Docket No. 2022-183
License No.  075.0137564 ) 

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES 

NOW COMES the State of Vermont and makes the following Charges against the 
Respondent, Kyra Jean Hinkle: 

Board Authority 

1. The Vermont State Board of Nursing (the “Board”) has authority to issue warnings
or reprimands; suspend, revoke, limit, or condition current licenses; or prevent the
renewal of lapsed licenses if, after disciplinary hearing, the Board finds that the
Respondent has engaged in unprofessional conduct.  3 V.S.A. § 129(a); 3 V.S.A. §
129a; 3 V.S.A. § 814(d); 26 V.S.A. Chapter 28; the Administrative Rules of the
Board of Nursing (the “ARBN”); and the Rules of the Office of Professional
Regulation.

Statement of Facts 

2. Kyra Jean Hinkle (“Respondent”) of Underhill, Vermont is licensed by the State of
Vermont as a Licensed Nursing Assistant (“LNA”) under license number
075.0137564.  This license was originally issued on July 9, 2021 and expires on
November 30, 2022.

3. During the relevant time period, Respondent was employed as an LNA at the
University of Vermont Medical Center (the “Facility”).

4. At the time of Respondent’s employment, the Facility had a COVID-19 Vaccine
Policy requiring unvaccinated employees, which included Respondent, to submit
to weekly COVID-19 testing.

5. On October 12, 2021, the Facility sent Respondent a Letter of Understanding
advising her that she had not completed COVID testing for the week beginning
October 4, 2021.

6. On October 26, 2021, the Facility sent Respondent a Final Written Warning
advising her that she had not completed testing for the week beginning October 18,
2021.
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7. On December 3, 2021, the Facility sent Respondent a letter stating that her 
employment was being immediately terminated for failure to submit to COVID 
testing for the weeks beginning November 15 and November 22, 2021. The letter 
also stated that the Facility had concerns that Respondent may have submitted 
false testing documentation from the Department of Health.   

 
8. The previous day, S.R., a nurse manager at the Facility, had shared with 

Respondent the Facility’s concern that she may have falsified her COVID test 
results from the Department of Health. Respondent denied that she had falsified 
the results and said she had been getting tested.  

 
9. Respondent subsequently disclosed to an OPR investigator that she had in fact 

falsified her test results two or three times because of the logistics involved in 
getting tested outside of work. 
 
Violation One:  3 V.S.A. §1582(a)(3) Engaging in conduct of a character likely 
to deceive, defraud, or harm the public. 

 
10. The State re-alleges and incorporates Paragraphs 2 through 9 above. 
 
11. As an LNA, Respondent is required to refrain from engaging in conduct of a 

character likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public. 
 
12. Paragraphs 2 through 9 demonstrate that Respondent engaged in conduct of a 

character likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public by submitting to the 
Facility COVID-19 test results that she had falsified.   

 
13. The act(s), omission(s), and/or circumstance(s) described above constitute grounds 

for discipline because Respondent committed unprofessional conduct of a 
character likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public in violation of 26 V.S.A. 
§1582(a)(3). 

 
Violation Two:  3 V.S.A. §129a(a)(7) Willfully making or filing false reports 
or records in the practice of the profession, willfully impeding or obstructing 
the proper making or filing of reports or records, or willfully failing to file the 
proper reports or records. 

 
14. The State re-alleges and incorporates Paragraphs 2 through 9 above.  
 
15. As an LNA, Respondent is required to make and file accurate reports and records 

in the practice of the profession and must refrain from willfully making or filing 
false reports or records and from willfully impeding or obstructing the proper 
making or filing of reports or records. 

 
16. Paragraphs 2 through 9 demonstrate that Respondent willfully made and filed false 

reports and records in the practice of the profession when, in conjunction with her 
employment as an LNA, she submitted to the Facility COVID-19 test results that 
she had falsified.   



STATE OF VERMONT 

Prosecuting Attorney 
Office of 

Professional Regulation 
89 Main Street 

3rd Floor 
Montpelier, VT 

05620-3402 

 
 

3 
 

17. The act(s), omission(s), and/or circumstance(s) described above constitute grounds 
for discipline because Respondent committed unprofessional conduct by willfully 
making and filing false reports in the practice of the profession and willfully 
impeding or obstructing the proper making or filing of reports or records in 
violation of 3 V.S.A. §129a(a)(7). 

 
Violation Three:  3 V.S.A. §129a(a)(15) Failing to exercise independent 
professional judgment in the performance of licensed activities when that 
judgment is necessary to avoid action repugnant to the obligations of the 
profession.  

 
18. The State re-alleges and incorporates Paragraphs 2 through 9 above.  
  
19. As an LNA, Respondent is required to exercise her own independent professional 

judgment in the performance of licensed activities when that judgment is necessary 
to avoid action repugnant to the obligations of the profession. 

 
20. Paragraphs 2 through 9 demonstrate that Respondent failed to exercise 

independent professional judgment when, in conjunction with her employment as 
an LNA, she submitted to the Facility COVID-19 test results that she had falsified.      

 
21. The act(s), omission(s), and/or circumstance(s) described above constitute grounds 

for discipline because Respondent committed unprofessional conduct in violation 
of 3 V.S.A. §129a(a)(15). 

 
Relief Requested 

 
WHEREFORE, the LNA license of Respondent should be revoked, suspended, 
reprimanded, conditioned, or otherwise disciplined. 
 

DATED at Montpelier, Vermont this 19th day of July, 2022. 
 
       STATE OF VERMONT 
       SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
 
      By:  __________________________ 
       Ultan Doyle 
       Prosecuting Attorney 
       (802)828-1217 
       ultan.doyle@vermont.gov 
 
 


