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STATE OF VERMONT 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION 

BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

IN RE: ) 

Tammy M. Larocque ) Docket No. 2022- 5
License No. 014.0001428 ) 

SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES 

NOW COMES the State of Vermont and hereby requests the following charges 

Respondent Tammy M. Larocque as follows: 

Board Authority 

1. The Vermont State Board of Dental Examiners (the “Board”) has jurisdiction to

investigate and adjudicate allegations of unprofessional conduct committed by

dentists, dental hygienists, and dental assistants pursuant to 3 V.S.A. §§129, 129a;

26 V.S.A. Chapter 12; the Administrative Rules of the Board of Dental Examiners

(“ARBDE”); and the Rules of the Office of Professional Regulation (“OPR”).

Statement of Facts 

2. Tammy M. Larocque (“Respondent”) of St. Albans, Vermont is licensed by the

State of Vermont as a Registered Traditional Dental Assistant (“RTDA”) under

license number 014.0001428.  This license was originally issued on March 31,

2017 and expires on September 30, 2023.

3. On October 19, 2020, the Board of Dental Examiners issued a Final Order

(“October 2020 Order”) indefinitely suspending Respondent’s license after finding

that Respondent had filled three or four prescriptions for Oxycodone that she knew

had been forged.  The Board found Respondent kept one or two pills for herself

and then gave the remainder to the individual who had forged the prescriptions.

4. The Board determined Respondent violated 3 V.S.A. § 129a(b) (Failure to

conform to the essential standards of acceptable and prevailing practice), 3 V.S.A.

§ 129a(a)(15) (Failing to exercise independent professional judgement in the

performance of licensed activities when that judgement is necessary to avoid

action repugnant to the obligations of the profession), 26 V.S.A. § 584(3)

(Promotion of the sale of drugs, devices, appliances, goods or services for a patient

in a manner to exploit the patient for financial gain or selling, prescribing, giving

away, or administering drugs or other than legal and legitimate therapeutic

purposes), and 3 V.S.A. § 129a(a)(7) (Willfully making of filing false reports or

records in the practice of the profession; willfully impeding or obstructing the

proper making or filing of reports or records or willfully failing to file the proper

reports or records).
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5. Under the October 2020 Order, before her license could be reinstated, Respondent 

was required to “submit a report from her treating therapist which must include a 

statement regarding Respondent’s fitness to practice as a Registered Traditional 

Dental Assistant” and to submit three consecutive negative urinalyses.   

 

6. On June 9, 2021, the Board accepted a Stipulation and Consent Order (“June 2021 

Order”) between the State and Respondent.  Documented in the June 2021 Order 

are Respondent’s negative urinalyses and the required treating therapist report.   

 

7. The June 2021 Order conditioned Respondent’s license, and Respondent agreed in 

paragraph seven of the June 2021 Order that the conditions were necessary to 

protect the public. 

 

8. The conditions in the June 2021 Order required a minimum of 18 months of 

supervised practice, engaging in individual substance abuse and mental health 

counseling with a pre-approved counselor with monthly reports to the Case 

Manager, random drug and alcohol testing, abstaining from drug and alcohol use, 

submitting to the Case Manager a list of currently prescribed medications, 

notifying her employer and having them complete an employer agreement form, 

and having her employer complete monthly employer reports. 

 

9. To date, the only conditions Respondent has complied with are submitting 

monthly employer reports and submitting to the Case Manager a list of currently 

prescribed medications. 

 

10. Respondent is noncompliant with the remaining conditions of the June 2021 

Order.  

 

11. To date, Respondent has failed to submit to the Case Manager information 

necessary to approve a substance abuse and mental health counselor.  In fact, 

Respondent has not provided any documentation to verify that she has engaged in 

any kind of substance abuse counseling or treatment.   

 

12. Respondent failed to enroll in random drug and alcohol testing until August 2021, 

even though the Order was entered on June 9, 2021.   

 

13. Since Respondent enrolled in random drug and alcohol testing in August 2021, she 

has failed to call in on at least 26 dates to determine whether she was selected for 

random testing on those dates.  

 

14. In addition, Respondent has failed to submit to any random alcohol and drug tests 

as the June 2021 Order required, and to which Respondent stipulated.  Respondent 

failed to submit to testing on at least ten different dates.  

 

15. The State filed a request for Summary Suspension in this matter on February 4, 

2022.  A hearing was held on March 9, 2022 and the Board entered an Order of 

Summary Suspension on March 14, 2022. 
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16. Until her license was summarily suspended, Respondent was employed as an 

RTDA in St. Albans, Vermont. 

 

Violation One:  3 V.S.A. § 129a(a)(4) Failing to comply with an order of the 

board or violating any term or condition of a license restricted by the board. 

 

17. The State re-alleges and incorporates paragraphs 2 through 16 above.  

 

18. As a licensed RTDA, Respondent is required to comply with any orders issued 

against her license.   

 

19. Paragraphs 2 through 16 demonstrate Respondent failed to comply with an order 

requiring her to undergo substance use treatment and random drug and alcohol 

testing after her license had previously been suspended. 

 

20. The act(s), omission(s), and/or circumstance(s) described above constitute grounds 

for discipline because the Respondent has committed unprofessional conduct in 

violation of 3 V.S.A. § 129a(a)(4). 

 

Violation Two:  3 V.S.A. § 129a(a)(28) Engaging in conduct of a character 

likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the public.   

 

21. The State re-alleges and incorporates Paragraphs 2 through 16 above. 

 

22. Under the June 2021 Order, Respondent is required to engage in drug treatment 

and random testing as conditions that are necessary to protect the public.   

 

23. Respondent has failed to engage in the measures the Board determined are 

necessary to protect the public, including but not limited to random drug/alcohol 

testing and substance use treatment.   

 

24. Paragraphs 2 through 16 above demonstrate that by failing to comply with the 

Board ordered conditions to protect the public, Respondent is engaging in conduct 

of a character likely to deceive, defraud or harm the public  

 

25. The act(s), omission(s), and/or circumstance(s) described above constitute grounds 

for discipline because the Respondent has committed unprofessional conduct in 

violation of 3 V.S.A. § 129a(a)(28). 
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Relief Requested 

 

WHEREFORE, the State of Vermont respectfully requests that the Board warn, 

reprimand, suspend, revoke, limit, condition, or otherwise discipline Tammy Larocque’s 

RTDA license. 

 

DATED at Vermont this 20th day of May 2022. 

 

       STATE OF VERMONT 

       SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

 

      By:  _______________________ 

       Rachel Heath 

       Prosecuting Attorney 

       (802)828-0041 

       Rachel.heath@vermont.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 


