Act 10 Stakeholder Engagement Process
Meeting Minutes – Meeting 1 – April 30, 2026

1. Welcome and introduction from Secretary Copeland Hanzas and participants (Lauren Hibbert; David Hall; Neal Rhodes; Koren Steventon; Kim Choquette; Michelle Bean; Chris Winters; Nick Grimley; Amanda Smith, Sarah Heim, Christine Brown; Christopher Leff; Nicole Killoran; Kurt Lutes; Chris D’Elia; Carl Lisman; Emily Samet; Kim Velk)
2. Discussion of Act 10 timeline, including 12/1/26 report due date, and meeting timeline ~ once monthly through November.
3. Recognition of three constituencies using the online business filing system and services of the Business Services Division, who may have varying needs and disparate degrees of familiarity with legal, financial, or regulatory systems and requirements.
3. Users who access data to perform regulatory functions (other agencies) or access data for private functions (financial institutions, public research, etc.)
3. Users who represent business organizations and who provide legal, financial, or other professional representation to businesses.
3. Users who manage their own business record and filings, typically without professional legal or financial counsel.
4. Discussion of the topics to be addressed in future meetings:
4. Online business filing system - what is working well, what is not working well, and future improvements
4. Harmonization of business organization laws and procedures, including:
2. Registration, reregistration, and periodic reporting requirements
2. Involuntary termination processes
2. Fees and filings, including harmonization and possibility for expedited filing
4. Changes to business organization statutes and rules, including:
3. Model law updates (series LLC; LLLP)
3. Non-model changes
2. Discussion concerning confidentiality and privacy considerations; creating stautory authority to avoid publishing home address in certain cases; 
3. UCC rule
3. Name rule
4. Trade mark registrations, including whether to update statutes and whether to add service mark registration.
4. Decision not to further pursue work concerning data brokers, telemarketers, or amusement ride operators.
4. Education, outreach, and support
6. Recognition that small businesses and non-represented businesses need help.
6. Recognition of the services offered by the VLGS small business law center.
4. Partnership and collaboration among participants - how to expand and improve our communication collaboration among stakeholders within and beyond State government.
5. Discussion of legislative issues and legislative timelines for next biennium:
5. Addition of franchisee/franchisor provisions in H.733, changes to data broker registration in S.211, future path of Legislature expanding BSD duties in similar ways.
5. Addition of optional demographic data collection.
5. Intention to pursue legislation through one or more bills, based on stakeholder work, in coming biennium, including:
3. Harmonization provisions
3. Model/non-model changes
3. Fee re-structuring
3. Appropriation or other support for small business services
