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About My Dog Is My Home

My Dog Is My Home is a national nonprofit
dedicated to expanding access to shelter for
individuals experiencing homelessness and
their companion animals.

We work to assist service providers like homeless A
shelters expand their programming to allow
humans and their companion animals to remain MY DOG Is MY HOME

together. Storytelling | Community Building | Technical Assistance
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About the Training: What We Will Cover Today

The Human-Animal Bond

Models of Co-Sheltering Facilities
Policy Considerations
Recommended Supplies
Identifying Animal Welfare Partners
Other Resources
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Spirit, Kyya, and Miniaga

MY DOG IS MY HOME

THE EXPERIENCE OF HUMAN-ANIMAL HOMELESSNESS
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLVtwC25VqA

“I realized that my love for my animals was the primary source of my joy.”

“I'm always with my animals and | feel like something is wrong if they aren't with me. They are just like
children. They are our babies.”

“Now trying to access services for myself was the hardest part because | had to find a place to leave my
animals. Once we were able to get into the emergency shelter then | was able to leave them there in a
room that is comfortable...I'm feeling secured that they’ll be ok and | can go and do what | need to do to
necessitate getting to the next level.”

“You need love in your life and | have unconditional love with Miniaga and Kyya. And through that it
invigorates me. It forces me to get up the next day, to see through clearly what | need to do and focus not
for myself but for them.”

“They are loving it because | am happy. Once | am happy they're happy and they can just relax.”
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Models of Co-Sheltering: Co-Located | Kennels

?\‘ PATH Hollywood PetCo Place kennel (2012) Found House IHN day shelter (2023)
.
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Models of Co-Sheltering: Cohabitating | Private Spaces

\b

1-

Urban Resource Institute (n.d.) .
PATH (2018)
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Models of Co-Sheltering: Cohabitating | Congregate

CRITICAL

e Screening

e Supplies

e Animal handling
expectations

e Appropriate
animal interactions
for clients AND
staff
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Policy Considerations

Animal health

Cleanliness

Animal abuse, neglect, or abandonment
Managing animal behaviors

Managing fears and allergies

Spaces where animals can be within the shelter
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Policy Examples

e Animal must be under control of the participant at all times.

When in common areas, animal must be on a leash at all times.

e Cats must be carried, on leash or kept in an appropriately sized carrier/crate/covered cat stroller when outside of the
participant’s assigned room/pod/unit.

e Animals must be secured in an appropriately sized carrier/crate or pet housing (if available) if the participant is not in
their assigned room/pod/unit.

e Animal is not permitted to enter dining areas (excludes service animals).

e Animal guardians must provide the name and contact information for an emergency care person for their animal, in
the event that the animal guardian is missing or off premises for more than 24 hours.

e If the owner allows another participant to watch the animal, this decision is solely the responsibility of the owner and
the animal’s behavior remains the responsibility of the owner.

e At notime is staff or organization responsible for the care of the animal.

e Animal control will be contacted in the absence of the animal guardian for more than 24 hours and if the emergency
care person or participant/owner is unable to be contacted or is unwilling to care for the animal.

e Humane law enforcement may be contacted if staff believe animal cruelty or neglect is taking place.
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Recommended Supplies: Crates

h Are you an emergency shelter that needs free crates? Email gf@petsofthehomeless.org
N
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mailto:gf@petsofthehomeless.org

Recommended Supplies: Easy Walk Harness and Flat
Leash

The harness should form
a sideways T when your
dog is standing

Gentle pressure is applied to
the chest, discouraging pulling

Find the Perfect Fit

Patented Front Loop Stops Pulling
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Recommended Supplies: Kongs

Choose the Right KONG

RONGS KONGO NSO  MMSS
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Recommended Supplies: “Pets Live Here” Signage

DOG ON
PREMISES

it -~
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Recommended Supplies: Basket Muzzle
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Recommended Supplies: Dog and Cat Body Language

P OSte I'S Body Language of Fear in Dogs Body Language of Feline Anxiety

L 5 A *

Slight Cowering Major Cowering Major —

More Subtle Signs of Fear & Anxiety

D h & et

Brows Furrowed, Ears to Side

Licking Lips
when no food nearby when not ho( or thirsty
( ! Y ()
Moving in Slow Motion Acting Sleepy or Yawning Hiding,
walking slow on floor ‘when they shouldn't be tired Ibo\dng in many directions Looks Half Asleep
i \9 r« ; &
y =T PN
‘Walking with Flat Back, Ready to Jump Off Perch Suddenly Grooming,
Suddenly Won't Eat Moving Away Tail Down, Head Down Excessive Grooming
but was hungry earlier
For additional Low Stress Handling information,
st pvells CATTLEPQG PUBLISHING iy
posters, flyers, books, and DVDs, please visit our discnhiavin comBs
website at http://DrSophiaYin.com e .}I’.‘ e Zo e '

CATTLEDOG PUBLISHING A
drsophiayin.com®:
™ A VETERINARY CORPORATION SEE
ioireschandling.com

(530)757-2383 — RO, Bax 4516, Davis, CA 95617 Support@lowstresshandling com

ooks, and
A/ DeSophia
Questionsercattiedogpublishing com

catthedogpublishing com (530) 7572363 — PO Box 4516, Davis, CA 95617 Suppo

.
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Resources and Partners

Veterinary care resources
e Local animal shelter, SPCA, and/or humane society.
e PetHelpFinder.org
e Pets of the Homeless

Funding
e RedRover Safe Housing

Supplies
e Local animal shelter, SPCA, and/or humane society.
PetHelpFinder.org
Pets of the Homeless sleeping crate program
Pets of the Homeless pet food bank
Need Kongs? Email Christine@mydogismyhome.org.
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http://pethelpfinder.org
https://petsofthehomeless.org/get-help/
https://redrover.org/relief-dv/dv-safe-housing-grants/
http://pethelpfinder.org
https://petsofthehomeless.org/pets-of-the-homeless-provides-free-collapsible-sleeping-crates-for-homeless-shelters/
https://petsofthehomeless.org/get-help/find-locations/#latitude=39.163798&longitude=-119.767403&zoom=12&types%255B%255D=food-supplies&types%255B%255D=shelters&types%255B%255D=resources
mailto:Christine@mydogismyhome.org

Contact Us

Shoshana Mostoller

Storytelling Facilitator and Technical
Assistance
shoshana@mydogismyhome.org

Join the Co-Sheltering Collaborative

For More information email
collaborative@mydogismyhome.orqg
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Upcoming Event:
My Dog Is My Home Conference

March 25-27
Scholarships Available

Sponsorships Available

New Opportunity: New England
Region Co-sheltering working
group. For more information, email
shoshana@mydogismyhome.org
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mailto:shoshana@mydogismyhome.org
https://airtable.com/shr1LlZuJQIlXGTXE
mailto:collaborative@mydogismyhome.org
https://www.mydogismyhome.org/2025-conference
https://www.mydogismyhome.org/2025-conference
https://www.mydogismyhome.org/2025-conference
mailto:shoshana@mydogismyhome.org

Questions?
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Thank you!
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