
 

 

 

P-2230 Benefits (continued) 
 
P-2230A Calculating Net Income and Benefits (24-16) 
 
Calculate the household’s eligibility for a Reach Up benefit by comparing the 
household’s total countable net income to the household’s maximum benefit. 
The maximum benefit is also called the payment standard. It is based on the 
number of household members, the calculated basic need standard, their 
allowable housing expenses, and where the household lives. These factors are 
used to determine the household’s total need, which is then ratably reduced to 
49.6% and results in the maximum benefit. 
 

Basic Need Standards 
 

Number in 
Assistance 

Group 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 or more 

Basic Needs $644 $942 $1236 $1478 $1733 $1907 $2203 $2458 Add $236 
for each 
additional 

person 
 
Calculating Net Income 
 
Net earned income 
 
Follow the steps below to calculate the household’s net earned income (per 
household member): 
 
1. Total gross wages and net self-employment 
 
2. Subtract allowable dependent care paid for incapacitated adult or non-Reach 

Up member (very rare) 
 
3. Subtract court ordered alimony and child support paid out 
 
4. Subtract $90 deduction or $350 disregard 
 
5. The result, thus far is the subtotal 
 
6. If $350 was used in (4) above, calculate 25% of the subtotal and subtract 
 
7. The result is the net earned income 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Net unearned income 
 
Follow the steps below to calculate the household’s net unearned income (per 
household member): 
 
1. Total gross unearned income 
 
2. Subtract balance of any court ordered alimony and child support paid out 
 
3. Add fuel/utility allowance if applicable 
 
4. The result is the net unearned income 
 
Total net income 
 
Add the net earned income with the net unearned income for all household 
members for the household’s total net income. 
 
Determine household maximum benefit 
 
Follow the steps below to calculate the household’s maximum benefit: 
 
1. Basic need standard for RU household size (see chart above) 
 
2. Add the housing standard ($450 for Chittenden County, $400 for outside 

Chittenden County) 
 
3. Add up to the special housing allowance (maximum of $90) 
 
4. Multiply by the ratable reduction (0.496) 
 
Calculating Benefit Amount 
 
Follow the steps below to determine if and how much of a Reach Up benefit the 
household is eligible to receive: 
 
1. Subtract the household’s total net income from the household’s maximum 

benefit. 
 
2. If the net income is more than the maximum benefit, the household is not 

eligible for Reach Up. Deny or close the benefit. 
 
3. If the net income is less than the maximum benefit, drop the cents. The 

household is eligible for this monthly benefit. 
 



 

 

 

4. To determine the initial month of benefit, do not drop the cents, instead use 
the proration table below and multiple the benefit by the percentage based on 
the date of approval (no matter how many days in the month). Then drop the 
cents. The household is eligible for this initial benefit. 

 

 
BPS Support 
 
Use page 2 of the Reach Up Eligibility Intake Worksheet (203RU) to calculate the 
household’s benefit amount. 
 
Calculating Earned Income Disregard for the Net Earned Income 
 
Example: 
Donald earns $1033.09 a month     
       -350.00 is subtracted from that amount 
           = $683.09 
 
Calculate 25% of that amount: 
$683.09 X .25 = $170.77 (round to nearest cents) 
 
  $683.09 
                 - 170.77 subtracted from the previous balance 
      = $512.32  (this time do not round) 
 
In this example, the total amount of the Earned Income Disregard is: 
$350 + $170.77 (25%) = $520.77 taken off their earned income. 
 
Calculating total Net Income 
 
Donald lives in subsidized housing and must pay for his own electric. His 
subsidized rent is reduced and instead he receives a Utility Subsidy of $30 to  
 
help offset the electric bill. This subsidy counts as unearned income in the Reach 
Up budget. 
 

Proration Table 
 

Date  %  Date  %  Date  %  Date  %  Date  %  
1  100  7  80  13  60  19  40  25  20  
2  97  8  77  14  57  20  37  26  17  
3  93  9  73  15  53  21  35  27  13  
4  90  10  70  16  50  22  30  28  10  
5  87  11  67  17  47  23  27  29  7  
6  83  12  63  18  43  24  23  30/31  3  

https://vermontgov.sharepoint.com/sites/AHS-EXTClientForms/DCFESDFormsLibrary/203RU%20Fillable.pdf


 

 

 

 $512.32  (amount of countable earned income from above after disregard) 
 + 30 (utility subsidy) 
 $542.32 total Net Income or RUFA Income 
 
Reading the ACCESS RUFA budget 
 
The third panel of ELIG C/D RUFA shows the budget used to determine the 
Reach Up benefit. 
 

 
 
This screen shot shows the following: 
 
Gross Earned Income $782.60 
Earned Income Disregard $458.15 
RUFA Income $324.45 
 
Special Housing Allowance in the RUFA budget 
 
When a household qualifies for the special housing allowance (up to $90), the 
amount is added to the Basic Need Standard instead of the Shelter Expense on 
the ACCESS screen. 
  



 

 

 

ELIG D RUFA (3rd panel) 
 

 
 
This screen shot shows the Basic Need Standard for 3 to be $1316. 
 
This household lives outside of Chittenden County. The Basic Need Standard for 
3 is $1236. However, this household pays $480/month in rent. This is more than 
the $400 housing standard for outside Chittenden County. 
 
     $1236 
   +  $80 
     $1316 
 
Reviewing INQD (Money Disbursement History) 
 
Watch the ACCESS Eligibility Training Video (INQD and INQB) View Benefit 
Disbursement. 
 
INQD 

https://vermontgov.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/sites/AHS-DCFESD/VideoLibrary/INQD%20%26%20INQB%20-%20View%20Benefit%20Disbursement.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=5XYozp
https://vermontgov.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/sites/AHS-DCFESD/VideoLibrary/INQD%20%26%20INQB%20-%20View%20Benefit%20Disbursement.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=5XYozp


 

 

 

Example of Reach Up benefit disbursements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

*S* 
E = sent electronically 
T = To be issued 
(hasn’t gone out yet) 

EBT CASH = available 
6:30am next day 
DD = Direct Deposit, 
available 2 days 


