
REVIEW NOTES 

MIDDLEBURY RS 0174(8) - SAND HILL BRIDGE  

ELASTOMERIC BEARING FABRICATION DRAWINGS 
 

December 17, 2013 
 

1 
 

RE: Precast Arch Fabrication Drawings received from T Buck on 12/09/2013 (drawings dated 11/2013). 
 
VHB Project No.: 57438.00 

 
These notes accompany the review of the Elastomeric Bearing Fabrication Drawings reviewed by VHB 
on 12/17/2013. Questions are from the transmittal from D.S. Brown, dated 11/27/2013. Responses are in 
bold. 

Question 1:  The contract drawings clearly specify 60 durometer material for the Next Beam bearings, 
but do not clearly indicate what material is required for the support girder bearings. 
Please verify if these bearings should also be 60 durometer or if they should be another 
material. 

Response: At the Fabricator’s option, either 50 or 60 durometer elastomer material is acceptable 
for the support beam bearings. All elastomeric material shall meet or exceed the 
requirements for Low-Temperature Zone D, Grade 4. 

Question 2: Due to fabrication concerns with the 1/16” thin edge of the beveled shim in the Abutment 
2 bearings, please verify if it is acceptable to increase the beveled shim and overall 
bearing height by 1/16”. 

Response: Increasing the beveled shim in the Abutment 2 bearing is acceptable. 

Question 3: The contract drawings did not clearly indicate if the Abutment 1 bearings should be 
bonded to the beveled sole plates. For consistency with the Abutment 2 bearings, the 
Abutment 1 bearings were quoted as loose from the plates. Please verify if this is 
acceptable or if the bearings should be bonded to the plates. 

Response: The Abutment 1 elastomeric bearings should be vulcanized to the steel sole plates. 

Question 4: The contract drawings did not appear to specify an anchor rod material. Please verify if 
the Abutment 1 anchor rods should be ASTM F1554 Gr 36 per section 714.08 of the state 
specifications. 

Response: Anchor rods shall be ASTM F1554 Gr 36 Swedged, Galvanized. 
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