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Observed Annual Precipitation (in)

Rural Resilience and Adaptation Subcommi
Focus

Severe damage to Vermont Route 4 in KiIIingtén;'
due to fluvial erosion during Tropical Storm Irene
Photo Credit: www.mansfieldheliflight.com/flood

VT

GWSA - Focus on the pressure that climate
change adaptation will impose on rural
transportation, electricity, housing, emergency
services, and communications infrastructure,
and the difficulty of rural communities in
meeting the needs of its citizens.

More water (and in bigger storms)
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* Adaptation: reducing vulnerability and
advancing resilience through planned and
implemented enhancements to, or avoiding
degradation of, natural and built systems and
structures.

* Resilience: the capacity of individuals,
communities, and natural and built systems to
withstand and recover from climatic events,
trends and disruptions.




Pathway #1 Capacity- Increase local, regional, including community and
civic networks (local volunteer efforts, non-government organizations,
faith-based groups, etc.), and state agency capacity, for resilience
planning and implementation, and address inequities of under-resourced
commumtles
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~ = Establish permanent statewide support for local and regional resilience, adaptation,
$as preparedness, response, and recovery actions necessary to enhance overall rural
resilience to hazards exacerbated by climate change.

= Provide tools and resources to help communities assess climate vulnerabilities, and
identify changes and investments needed to break the cycle of repetitive loss, speed
post disaster economic recovery and reduce the long-term financial burden of
disasters on impacted communities, businesses, and individuals.




Pathway #2 Infrastructure- Proactively and strategically invest to enhance
resilience in transportation, communications, water/wastewater, and
energy infrastructure statewide.

EXAMPLES

8 . Create a framework for identifying and evaluating climate resilience threats and
impacts to energy and communications systems serving rural communities

= |ncrease the resilience of critical infrastructure to severe weather and other climate
change threats by:

= reducing vulnerabilities of specific facilities.

= improving system efficiency, reliability and redundancies.



Pathway #3 Fossil Fuel/Rural- Support the reduction of municipal, school
district, residential, university, and hospital fossil fuel use in rural areas
through equitable best practices that address the unique chaIIenges of

rural communities.

* EXAMPLES

| = Identify, develop and share best practices for reducing municipal, school district,
residential, commercial, and industrial fossil fuel consumption.

Expand access to programs that provide zero up-front cost options for weatherization
and utility upgrades for homeowners and landlords.



Pathway #4 Land Use- Change Vermont's land-use policies so current and %

impacts by promoting compact development, enhancing the capacity of
natural and working lands, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

EXAMPLES

" Improve coordination across agencies, departments, municipalities, boards,
commissions and authorities to evaluate climate change impacts when considering
and issuing permits, licenses, and other administrative approvals and decisions.

" Create a state Land Use Plan that guides development to growth areas, town centers
and appropriate rural locations and limits development within ecologically sensitive /
risk-prone areas.

" Establish a statewide conservation and buyout program for at risk properties.

R i T T I TN O e T e O A 0 Bl T e P T T 5 T i, ST T, D O T T TN e s v



Pathway #5 Housing- Ensure that all people have access to safe,
accessible, energy efficient, and affordable housing in location-efficient,
compact, and mixed-use neighborhood areas with diverse housing types
and equitable access to jobs, services, schools, recreation and diverse
transportat|on options.
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" EXAMPLES

" Expand existing pilot program that supports a network of local builders in the
design and building of small homes/accessory dwelling units (mother-in-law
apartments) in communities with regulations welcoming housing.

" Create a rental registry and inspection program to improve housing quality and
safety.

" Increase funding for community-based homelessness prevention and rapid re-
housing.
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