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1. New electric-led generation biomass facilities in the State of Vermont should not be 
used.   

2. The Ryegate and McNeil facilities should not be expanded to increase the currently 
permitted hourly output capacity physically or otherwise. Furthermore, the facilities 
should strive to use less biomass than they are currently permitted. .  

3. The Vermont Climate Council recommends that the State plan and prepare for the 
phase out of wood biomass electricity generation at the McNeil and Ryegate facilities 
and the phase up of renewable energy sources, complemented with other important 
actions such as efficiency and consumption reduction. To inform the phase out, the 
State must advance an evidence-based study immediately to be completed 
expeditiously by an independent expert that would be managed within the Climate 
Action Office in coordination with the Public Service Department. The study(ies) should 
include: 

• traditional ecological knowledge; 
• investigation of if, when, and how to phase out Vermont’s two existing biomass 

electricity facilities;  
• how a phase out or lack thereof could impact Vermont’s 2025, 2030, and 2050 

GWSA greenhouse gas emission reduction requirements;  
• the health, air quality, climate, cultural resources, and financial costs and 

benefits that could accrue to different sectors and constituents (e.g., local 
communities, landowners, ratepayers, etc.);  

• an investigation of the impacts to Vermont's Forest Economy that plant closures 
could cause, acknowledging the sensitivity around market conditions for the 
material inputs currently employed at the plants, and the importance of those 
markets in ensuring that the management of Vermont's forests for the public 
good, and support for the associated working lands enterprises and rural 
communities that depend on them, remains viable. Alternate markets, aligned 
with climate objectives, must be secured before plant closures are considered 

•  
• Implications for phase out in relation to the long proposed McNeil plant 

expansion for co-generation of thermal heat for district heating. 

Lazorchak, Jane
Education?

Lazorchak, Jane
Question about inputs/trees/amount of wood being used for fuel

Pat Field
This type of expansion recommendation has not received the attention it needs.  We have not heard form the people who would bear the burden of this decision, nor have we gotten clear information about what the expansion would actually entail.  For example, it may lock in wood electricity generation for many more years because of an understandable financial desire to avoid stranded investments in the thermal infrastructure.  If this is going to be a recommendation, it requires attention and consideration that has not occurred yet.  I recommend noting it as something to be addressed later. 

Pat Field
Should we include air quality in here?

Lazorchak, Jane
Add specifics to elements related to wood flows to ensure we do not shut off the markets when the plants close. Consider language about retooling the plants? 



 

DRAFT ONLY FOR DELIBERATION:  Not Complete nor Final 2 

• The study should clearly look at the timeline of a phase out and the attendant 
ramp-up of what kind of clean energy replacements that would be needed to 
maintain Vermont’s electricity reliability. 

• The study should consider phase out “when” scenarios to better understand 
implications for a 5-, 10- or 20-year phase out. 

 
4. The Vermont Climate Council should further explore the role of Heat at a Residential 

and Commercial Scale as a climate solution and the impact on Vermont’s forests. 
 

• The Vermont Climate Council should form a new task group to consider this topic 
explicitly, the right composition needed to do so, and the right process to ensure 
a clear directive and the capacity to support the task group. If a new task group 
is formed, members from this task group should be invited to participate so that 
the learning done through this process is carried forward into the new work. 
Additionally, consideration should be given to including representation from 
outside state government and the Climate Council process to have diverse 
opinions represented and the expertise needed. 

• This group will need to include as part of that scope reviewing the long-proposed 
expansion of the McNeil facility to accommodate to accommodate wood 
combustion for thermal heat production -whether as co-generation from 
electricity production or as a thermal-only replacement for a phased-out 
electricity generating plant.  In addition to climate and forest implications, the 
investigation must examine at the least the impacts on air quality and the health 
of residents of the adjacent communities.  McNeil is on land that is listed on the 
state historical site for the most highly sensitive archaeology in the state so 
cultural resources must be addressed as well. 

 
5. GHG emissions from wood biomass electricity generation should be assessed at the 

point of combustion and GHG sequestration should be assessed in the Carbon Budget, 
so that those different numbers can be compared accurately over time.  The Task Group 
also recommends that a lifecycle GHG assessment provide sensitivity analysis around 
wood biomass GHG emissions relevant to the 2025, 2030, and 2050 timelines required 
by the GWSA. NOTE:  At least Maine is already moving in this accounting direction. 
 

6. Engagement must occur with the residents of Burlington’s Old North End, Winooski, and 
other neighborhoods  exposed to ambient emissions and other adverse exposures 
related to the plant for some time.  The Just Transition Subcommittee, in partnership 
with the relevant Subcommittees and Task Groups of the VCC, should lead such efforts 
in a respectful, consistent, and ongoing manner and consider the range of issues and 
needs for these communities that may extend beyond biomass. Adverse impacts to 
public health, quality of life, and cultural resources should be assessed and quantified 
pursuant to the study discussed in recommendation number three and in conjunction 
with the appropriate Agencies such as the the Department of Public Health and the 
State Historic Preservation Office. 

Pat Field
McNeil is on land that is listed on the state historical site for the most highly sensitive archaeology in the state. This needs to be mentioned. 

Pat Field
Only if it is additional fuel use? So, no investigation if the District heating plant can be done without any additional fuel use?

Lazorchak, Jane
Consider adding habitat and biodiversity where relevant

Pat Field
By whom, to what end?

Pat Field
think there should be investigation of what the long-term heat source will be. The McNeil station is 40 years old and will eventually be moth-balled.  If they lay brand new pipe in the ground to connect UVM and the Med center, what happens if McNeil is closed after 10 years? Will the district heat be supplied with Natural gas as a "bait and switch"? 

Lazorchak, Jane
Put this in 3 and add an if to this….

Pat Field
Is this out of scope for this task group?  Can we make the recommendation anyway?

Pat Field
Or, a new group of those with detailed expertise in these issues?

Pat Field
The new committee should be diverse, a combination of State employees and other interested people. Limit the number of people directly connected with making money off from climate changes. 

Pat Field
McNeil is on land that is listed on the state historical site for the most highly sensitive archaeology in the state. This needs to be mentioned. 

Pat Field
Is this already included in the RFP/contract for the lifecyle assessment?

Pat Field
This is the GHG accounting recommendation that I believe would provide the clearest picture about emissions, sequestration, and meeting the GWSA's timebound reduction targets.

Pat Field
There should also be further investigation into additional studies that have been completed.
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7. More public health monitoring must occur in and around the neighborhoods adjacent to 
McNeil and Ryegate and sited in the areas most sensitive to pollution. Relevant state 
Agencies, such as the Department of Environmental Conservation Air Quality and 
Climate Division and the Department of Public Health, should be engaged in the design 
and implementation of any targeted air monitoring. The Inflation Reduction Act makes 
funds available for such monitoring and should be utilized. Public health impacts should 
be an indispensable component of informing any future actions taken regarding biomass 
electricity generation in Vermont.  
 

 

Pat Field
What about the monitoring that we talked about. Monitoring should happen at the point where the people live


