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The Key: Baseline assumptions
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Forest product carbon pools
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Sourcing of biomass
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GHG impact: Residential heating
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Key considerations

GHG results for heat applications are ‘better’ than for 
electricity-only; CHP can be attractive
Existing biomass power plants might have ‘paid back’ 
carbon debt
Baseline and future scenario assumptions drive results

Volume of biomass (does current market support demand?)
Supply/Demand study to determine ‘risk’ for additional 

harvests

Biomass markets rarely drive harvest decisions but can 
intensify harvests (Buchholz et a. 2019)
Forest C stock trajectories are uncertain, some harvest 
activities can stabilize carbon (e.g., beetle risk; Gunn et al. 
2020)
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