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Priority Actions
Pathway 1:  Reduce GHG emissions from the Residential, Commercial, and Industrial (RCI) fuels sector via 
an overarching market-based policy framework. 

• Strategy 1.1 Adopt at least one market-based mechanism to reduce thermal sector GHG 
emissions, recognizing that complementary policies are critical 

• 1.1.1 Through legislation or administrative action, adopt a modified Clean Heat Standard, 
designed for 

• Gradual implementation, (implies that the mechanism would get as close as 
possible to GWSA targets and that complementary policies will necessarily need to 
carry a larger proportion of RCI emissions reductions to meet GWSA targets), and

• Containing a cost cap provision with an explicitly-stated starting price. 

• 1.1.2 Through legislation or administrative action, join a cap-and-invest program – either New 
York Cap and Invest (NYCI) or Western Climate Initiative



Priority Actions – Overarching Policy 

Overarching Sector Policy:  essentially to make progress now, 
within a program that is scalable over time, and that lives within 
a cost cap.



Priority Actions  
Pathway 2: Reduce GHG emissions from buildings through weatherization and efficiency improvements 
as well as the implementation of energy and electrical standards and codes. 

• Multiple Strategies

• Ramp up weatherization of residential, commercial, industrial, and municipal buildings

• Strengthen state-wide building energy standards and fund related education and code 
compliance consistent with pending Building Energy Code Working Group recommendations

• Expand the use of modern, energy-efficient mobile homes, enabling purchasers of new mobile 
homes to have quality housing with lower lifetime energy costs than standard mobile homes

• Increase and standardize the efficiency of rental properties in Vermont by incentivizing 
landlords to make improvements to their property.



Priority Actions--Buildings 

• Secure the funding needed to achieve comprehensive 
weatherization at the scale and pace necessary to 
meet GWSA requirements with a priority on low- and 
moderate-income households.

• Recommended funding source is fuel gross 
receipts tax or a Thermal Energy Benefits Charge.



Priority Actions
Pathway 3: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by requiring new thermal equipment to meet 
emissions-based equipment standards (with appropriate exemptions)     

• Strategy 3.X -- TBD



Priority Actions— Equipment
  

• TBD



Priority Actions
Pathway 4: Reduce greenhouse gases by ensuring beneficial electrification of building space and water 
heating, with a focus on ensuring equitable access to cost-effective, and affordable electrification by low- 
and moderate-income households. 

• Through legislation or administrative action, develop a long-term sustainable source (or 
sources) of funding to enable expanded outreach, consumer support, funding, and 
financing for the beneficial electrification of low- and moderate-income households, 
including home repairs and electrical wiring and panel upgrades needed in order to be 
“heat pump ready”.



Priority Actions – Electrical 
Equipment

•  Ensure beneficial electrification of building space and 
water heating



Priority Actions
Pathway 5:  Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reducing the greenhouse gas intensity of fuels used for 
thermal Residential, Commercial, and Industrial purposes.    

• Adopt a performance-based Clean Fuels Standard that implements:

• Declining carbon intensity (CI) score eligibility requirement for RCI fuels using same CI 
benchmarks identified in the Clean Heat Standard

• Gradual implementation implies that the mechanism would get as close as possible to 
GWSA requirements, alongside other necessary complementary policies  



Priority Actions -- Fuels 
• Adopt a performance based Clean Fuels Standard that 

implements a declining carbon intensity (CI) score 
eligibility requirement for residential, commercial, and 
industrial fuels. 



Thank You
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