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Vermont’s Opportunity for Federal Climate Funding 

Summary of Initial Public Feedback on measures to include in the State of Vermont’s Climate Pollution 

Reduction Grant application 

 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW:  

Vermont’s Climate Action Office (CAO) held two virtual public meetings in December to receive initial 

feedback on the measures the state plans to include in its application for federal funding under the 

Climate Pollution Reduction Grant. The CAO also briefed Vermont’s Climate Council to receive additional 

input.  

This document summarizes input received to date. 59 people participated in the interactive public 

meetings. Another 25 attended the Council briefing, which was also open to the public. At these 

sessions, the CAO gave an overview of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) and outlined the 

specific climate actions that the office proposes to include for funding. The Climate Action Office 

described the criteria that state agencies used to prioritize actions for the grant. After the initial 

presentation, participants engaged in a facilitated discussion. Videos are publicly available on the Agency 

of Natural Resources YouTube channel and the Climate Action Office website. 

The measures in the grant application were selected from actions within Vermont’s Initial Climate Action 

Plan, or complement the Plan. The Plan was adopted December 2021 after a participatory process that 

included involvement from 1,600 Vermonters through events, surveys, direct conversations, and public 

comment form. 

The CAO also encouraged written input on the proposed measures for federal funding, using a press 

release, social media posts, community event calendars, personal email invitations, and the Climate 

Action Office (CAO) website to alert Vermonters to the public meetings and the opportunity to provide 

written comment. Nine people sent emails.  

 

WHAT WAS HEARD:  

• The vast majority of comments aligned with the proposed focal areas and programs for the 

Climate Pollution Reduction Grant. The only one that didn’t was a suggestion to address 

wastewater plant emissions through flaring (reduces methane by converting to CO2). Climate 

Action Office staff are reviewing this opportunity with Department of Environmental 

Conservation’s Wastewater program staff. 

• Comments were substantive, thoughtful, and oriented towards finding solutions together. 

• Some comments either could not apply to this funding (such as retrofitting buildings to be 

resilient to floods) or already have adequate funding and are being implemented or planned. 

• While the comments did not lead to any significant pivots in what the proposed measures are, 

they will help inform how these funds are used and how the Climate Action Office writes the 

implementation application for the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy_0vBPpZPAGmE95t6MDaCw
https://climatechange.vermont.gov/getinvolved/calendar/month/202312
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MAJOR THEMES: 

• Desire for these funds to support Vermonters who need it the most 

o Tax rebates don’t benefit low & moderate income people 

o Make it easy to understand; make processes to access funds/benefits simple and 

accessible 

o Combine with other funding and technical assistance to maximize benefits to 

Vermonters 

• Prioritize climate actions that have other benefits for Vermonters, too 

o Examples: job training/workforce development (Vermont Works for Women Serve, 

Learn, Earn), land conservation/restoration and improved agricultural/forestry/land 

management 

• More capacity needed at the town and community level 

o Trust the people, organizations and community groups already doing work in this space 

• Build on successes that are in high demand but need more funds 

o Examples: Municipal Technical Assistance Program, Municipal Energy Resilience 

Program, home weatherization and energy coaches, electric vehicle incentives suite 

 

ENGAGEMENT NEXT STEPS: 

1. Follow-up email to be sent to all attendees & registrants & emailers & CAO newsletter list by 

12/20. 

2. Detailed summary of comments heard to be prepared by 12/22 and circulated to CAO staff 

writing the PCAP and implementation grant. 

3. Plan for additional stakeholder engagement to be developed and circulated to key staff by 12/22. 

4. Stakeholder engagement focused on those most impacted by this funding opportunity to occur 

in January & early February 2024. 

5. Share draft application materials with attendees, registrants, emailers & CAO newsletter list in 

early February 2024 with time for public comment. 

 

EXAMPLES OF SPECIFIC PARTICIPANT IDEAS 

Below are some of the results from an interactive exercise with participants in which they shared ideas 

and had an opportunity to show support for each other’s ideas as well.  
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