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Vermont Climate Council 
October 19, 2021 -Minutes 

 
Date/Time:                              October 19, 2021, 1:30 PM 
Location:                                 Zoom Meeting 
Physical Location to Attend in Person: Agency of Natural Resources, One National Life Drive, 
Montpelier, VT 05602 in Catamount NL D215 
 

  Vermont Climate Council members:  
Abbie Corse 
Anson Tebbetts 
Bram Kleppner 
Catherine Dimitruk 
Chris Campany 
Erica Bornemann 
Iris Hsiang 
Jared Duval 
Johanna Miller 
Joe Flynn 
Julie Moore 
June Tierney 
Kelly Klein 
Chris Cochran 
Liz Miller 
Richard Cowart 
Sean Brown 
Sue Minter 
Susanne Young 
 
Sub-committee co-chairs 

Billy Coster 
TJ Poor 
Peter Walke 

 
Staff and support: 

Jane Lazorchak 
David Plumb 
Cameron Hager 
 

Minutes By: David Plumb, Cameron Hager 
 
1:30 PM Convene/Welcome/Overview and Approval of Agenda 

Secretary Susanne Young, Agency of Administration 
 
Agenda was approved by the Council. 
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1:35 PM Review and Approval of Oct. 12, 2021 minutes [LINK] 
David Plumb, Consensus Building Institute 

 
Minutes were approved by the Council. 
 
1:40 PM Just Transition Reflection  
 Maggie Gendron, ANR 
 
Maggie Gendron described the initiatives at the Agency of Natural Resources around 
diversity, equity, and inclusion.  
 
1:55 PM  Public Engagement Overview – Key Themes Emerging in Conversations 

Across Vermont 
Cara Pike & Meredith Herr, Climate Action / Sarika Tandon, Rise 
Consulting  

 
Cara Pike, Meredith Herr, and Sarika Tandon led a presentation and discussion on the public 
engagement work done thus far. Council members had a wide range of thoughts regarding the 
process and Mentimeter poll was used to collect Councilors key takeaways from the findings, 
which can be seen at the bottom of this document. Points of the discussion include: 
 
Discussion 

• Many commented that a lot of work has been done to engage the public on these issues 
and the input offered is helpful. Many suggested the Council must continue to engage the 
public after December 1st.  

• Many councilors commented on the time pressure imposed by the Dec. 1 deadline to 
produce a Climate Action Plan, and how the public senses that time pressure, and how it 
works against some of the principles of a just transition. The engagement after Dec 1 
should be structured to address these fundamental principles. 

• Councilors noted that many Vermonters haven’t weighed in on the issues yet and may not 
understand how significant they are.  

• Council members were asked to recognize the demands placed on ANR in the GWSA 
that could result in court enforced actions that could be detrimental.  

• Councilors asked if they could see the raw data and also potentially filter data by 
geography or other attributes.  

 
 
3:15 PM Option of In-Person Climate Council Meetings  

Jane Lazorchak, GWSA Director  
 
David Plumb and Jane Lazorchak led the discussion on In-Person meetings and the timeline of 
future meetings. After some initial questions and discussion, a poll was used through Zoom to 
gauge people’s interest in that meeting. The results of the poll indicated that most Councilors, as 
well as observers present during this meeting, were not comfortable with attending an in-person 
meeting.  
 

https://aoa.vermont.gov/sites/aoa/files/Boards/VCC/VCC%20Minutes%202-22-21.pdf
https://aoa.vermont.gov/sites/aoa/files/Boards/VCC/VCC%20Minutes%202-22-21.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/anr/climatecouncil/Shared%20Documents/Public%20Engagement%20Findings_Climate%20Council%20deck%20Oct%202021.pdf
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Zoom poll results when just Councilors were asked to answer the poll 

 
 
 
 

Zoom poll results when meeting observers were asked to answer the poll 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3:45 PM  Public comment 
 
The following members from the public made comments: 
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• Annette Smith 
• Abagael Giles, VPR 
• Stephen Crowley 
• Ben Edgerly Walsh 

 
4:00 PM Next Steps and adjourn 
 

Mentimeter Results 

 

 


