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Vermont Environmental Justice Advisory Council

Notice: Quorum Achieved via Email Communication

The Environmental Justice Advisory Council wishes to disclose that an email thread
involving a quorum of Council members occurred regarding Senate Bill 325 addressed
at today’s meeting. While the communications were not intended to circumvent
Vermont’s Open Meeting Law, it was recognized that discussion regarding Council
business had occurred outside of a warned public meeting.

Upon recognizing this concern, discussion by email ceased. The email communications
have been preserved, and the Council will address the matter during a properly warned
public meeting to ensure transparency and provide the public with an opportunity to
observe the Council’s discussion and deliberation on the record.

To the extent the prior email communications could be interpreted as creating a
procedural concern under Vermont’s Open Meeting Law, the Council will address the
matter in open session in order to ensure compliance with the law and maintain public
transparency.

Please find the discussion by email below.



From: Victor Davila

To: angela.lassojimenez@yvermont.gov, Watson, Britaney, Martin, Charles, Ramirez-
Richer, Emma, Birch, Juliet, Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim, Sears, Mariana,
maryamshabbir08, msears, Stevens, Rachel, Holschuh, Rich, rich, t.martin, Martin,
Trey, Brownridge, Walter, Walter Brownridge, whiterivernrcd, Davis, Xusana

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 12:19:06
Attachments: EJAC Letter.pdf

Sec 9.pdf

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the

sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

I am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026) opportunity to resolve
bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont (S.325), we should
encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning funding as an opportunity to
strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our increased
timeline. I would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote (yes/no) to approve its

submission.

I will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila


mailto:victor@slingshot.org
mailto:angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov
mailto:Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov
mailto:Charles.Martin@vermont.gov
mailto:Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov
mailto:Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov
mailto:Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov
mailto:Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov
mailto:Kim.Barrett@vermont.gov
mailto:Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:maryamshabbir08@gmail.com
mailto:msears@hungerfreevt.org
mailto:Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov
mailto:rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:rich@atowi.org
mailto:t.martin@vhcb.org
mailto:Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:walterbrownridge@gmail.com
mailto:whiterivernrcd@gmail.com
mailto:Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov

May 18, 2026

To: Members of the Vermont General Assembly
Re: Community Engagement Funding and Environmental Justice Implementation in S.325

Dear Members of the Legislature,

The Environmental Justice Advisory Council (EJAC) appreciates the Legislature’s continued
work on S.325 and the ongoing conversations about land use, housing, conservation, natural
resources, and public participation in Vermont.

We write to encourage the Legislature to view any proposed community engagement planning
funding this session as an opportunity to strengthen the Environmental Justice implementation
work already underway across State government under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

At its core, environmental justice is about how decisions are made, where projects and
development are located, and who is included in those decisions. Questions about land
use, siting, housing, infrastructure, conservation, transportation, and public health are all
connected to community voice, access to decision-making, and the long-term stewardship of
place.

The Environmental Justice Law of 2022 already created a statewide structure to improve
how State agencies engage with communities. That work is happening now.

The Environmental Justice Advisory Council (EJAC) and the Interagency Committee on
Environmental Justice (IAC) have been meeting regularly for several years to implement
Vermont’s Environmental Justice Law across State government. This work has made
meaningful progress, particularly given the scale of the task: coordinating long-term
systems change across more than 10 State agencies while building new approaches to
community engagement, public participation, and interagency coordination. That work is
necessarily iterative and takes time. While the Agency of Natural Resources has dedicated staff
supporting implementation, the Council itself has operated with very limited direct resources
despite its significant responsibilities under the law.

The Environmental Justice framework already includes rural voices, conservation perspectives,
and a broad range of community representation. The Environmental Justice Advisory Council
was intentionally created by the Legislature to include representatives from:

municipal government;

social justice organizations;

mobile home park residents;

environmental justice focus populations;
food security organizations;

immigrant communities;

statewide environmental organizations; and





e State-recognized Native American Indian tribes.
The Council also includes representation from:

e the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board;
e the State Natural Resources Conservation Council (Conservation Districts); and
e the Office of Racial Equity.

Likewise, the Interagency Committee on Environmental Justice brings together representatives
from:

the Agency of Natural Resources;

the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets;
the Agency of Commerce and Community Development;
the Agency of Transportation;

the Agency of Education;

the Department of Health;

the Department of Public Safety;

the Department of Public Service;

the Public Utility Commission;

the Land Use Review Board; and

the Office of Racial Equity.

Together, these structures were intentionally created to support coordination between
agencies, communities, and local expertise within one statewide process.

The EJAC, the IAC, and ANR are currently meeting weekly through a subcommittee process to
develop a statewide guidance document for community engagement planning. This work builds
on the Core Principles for Community Engagement developed under 3 V.S.A. § 6006 and is
intended to help agencies carry out the law in a practical and consistent way.

These covered agencies are required under the law to develop community engagement plans,
and the guidance document currently being developed is intended to help make those plans
meaningful, accessible, and consistent across government.

Importantly, S.325 is also currently proposing changes to Environmental Justice implementation
timelines and deadlines. Because the Legislature is already revisiting those timelines, we
believe any community engagement planning funding considered this session is directly
connected to, and should support, the implementation work already in motion through the
Environmental Justice Law.

If Vermont is going to invest public funding in community engagement this session, we
respectfully encourage that the funding support this broader statewide effort rather than
creating a separate or overlapping process.

Using the funding this way would:





e support implementation of the Environmental Justice Law already enacted by the
Legislature;
strengthen community engagement practices across State government;
support meaningful engagement with communities across Vermont;
improve coordination between agencies, local communities, and existing public
institutions;

e support engagement around land use, housing, conservation, climate resilience, and
infrastructure together rather than through disconnected processes; and

e create long-term systems change rather than another short-term planning exercise.

We believe Vermont is at an important moment. Significant implementation work has already
begun through the Environmental Justice Law, including development of the Environmental
Justice Mapping Tool and future community engagement efforts connected to that tool.
Supporting the current guidance and implementation work now would help ensure those future
efforts are grounded in strong engagement practices and meaningful public participation.

Importantly, this approach would also provide meaningful support for engagement work
already being carried out by the Environmental Justice Advisory Council and Interagency
Committee, rather than creating separate processes competing for limited time, funding,
and public attention.

The guidance document currently being developed is intended to give agencies practical tools
for improving how they engage with Vermonters across rulemaking, permitting, grantmaking,
land use, public meetings, and other decision-making processes.

The guidance focuses on helping agencies identify impacted communities early, improve
accessibility and plain language communication, reduce barriers to participation, coordinate
engagement across agencies, avoid repeatedly overburdening the same communities for
feedback, and build stronger systems for responding to and incorporating public input into
decision-making.

The Environmental Justice Law envisioned ongoing, meaningful, and accessible public
participation in State decision-making. The work currently underway is focused on helping
agencies move beyond one-time hearings and toward more durable and
community-informed engagement practices across government that do not continue to
place the burden of participation on the same overburdened communities again and
again. The goal is to build systems that make participation more accessible, coordinated, and
meaningful, while respecting people’s time, capacity, and lived experience.

We encourage the Legislature to build upon that existing work and ensure that any community
engagement investments made this session strengthen the statewide Environmental Justice
implementation framework already established in Vermont law.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued commitment to meaningful public
participation in Vermont.





Sincerely,

Vermont Environmental Justice Advisory Council






Sec. 9. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
GUIDANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to support implementation of

the community engagement requirements established under 3 V.S.A. chapter
72 and to strengthen meaningful public participation in State decision-making
related to land use, housing, conservation, natural resources, infrastructure,
transportation, public health, and related issues.

(b) Guidance document and engagement process.

(1) On or before January 15, 2027, the Environmental Justice Advisory
Council, in coordination with the Agency of Natural Resources and the
Interagency Committee on Environmental Justice, shall develop and publish a
statewide guidance document to support implementation of community
engagement plans required pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6006 by covered agencies
identified under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

(2) The guidance document shall:

(A) build upon the Core Principles for Community Engagement

developed pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6006;

(B) support consistent, accessible, and meaningful community

engagement practices across all covered agencies;

(C) support engagement with environmental justice focus

populations, rural communities, geographically isolated communities, and
other impacted communities;

(D) identify best practices for ongoing and iterative public

engagement processes;

(E) support coordination among covered agencies,

municipalities, regional planning commissions, conservation districts, and
other relevant public entities and community partners; and

(F) provide guidance relevant to covered agencies engaged in

land use, housing, conservation, natural resource, transportation,
infrastructure, climate, public health, education, public safety, human
services, economic development, energy, permitting, and related
decision-making processes, including the Agency of Natural Resources, the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development, the Agency of Transportation, the Agency of
Human Services, the Agency of Education, the Department of Public Safety,
the Department of Public Service, the Department of Health, and the Land Use
Review Board.

(c) Community engagement process.
In developing the guidance document, the Environmental Justice Advisory
Council shall lead a statewide community engagement process designed to





gather input from Vermonters regarding barriers to public participation,
effective engagement practices, and opportunities to improve community
involvement in State decision-making processes.

(d) Coordination with Environmental Justice implementation.

The work completed pursuant to this section shall support implementation

of the Environmental Justice Law established under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72,
including implementation of community engagement plans required pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. § 6006 and future engagement associated with the Environmental
Justice Mapping Tool established pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6007.

(e) Appropriation.

In fiscal year 2027, $30,000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to

the Agency of Natural Resources to support the work of the Environmental
Justice Advisory Council under this section, including community
engagement, facilitation, outreach, accessibility support, compensation for
participation, and guidance development related to implementation of 3 V.S.A.
chapter 72.

Alternative language, more descriptive:

Sec. 9. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
GUIDANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT

(a) Purpose.

The purpose of this section is to support implementation of the community
engagement requirements established under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72 and to
strengthen meaningful, accessible, and community-informed public
participation in State decision-making related to land use, siting, housing,
conservation, natural resources, infrastructure, transportation, climate, public
health, energy, permitting, and related issues.

(b) Guidance document.

(1) On or before January 15, 2027, the Environmental Justice

Advisory Council, in coordination with the Agency of Natural Resources and
the Interagency Committee on Environmental Justice, shall develop and
publish statewide Community Engagement Plan Guidance to support
implementation of community engagement plans required pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
§ 6006 by covered agencies identified under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.





(2) The Guidance shall:
(A) build upon the Core Principles for Community Engagement
developed pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6006;

(B) support consistent, accessible, plain language, and meaningful
community engagement practices across covered agencies;

(C) support engagement with environmental justice focus

populations, rural communities, geographically isolated communities, and
other impacted communities while reducing barriers to participation and
avoiding unnecessary duplication or overburdening of communities through
repeated engagement processes;

(D) identify best practices for community engagement related to

rulemaking, permitting, grantmaking, public meetings, policy and program
development, technical assistance, State resource allocation, and other State
decision-making processes;

(E) support coordination among covered agencies,

municipalities, regional planning commissions, conservation districts, and
other relevant public entities and community partners to improve public access,
reduce engagement fatigue, and strengthen community-informed
decision-making;

(F) provide guidance related to accessibility, language access,

meeting formats, outreach, responsiveness to feedback, integration of public
input into agency decision-making, and compensation for participation where
appropriate; and

(G) provide guidance relevant to covered agencies engaged in

land use, housing, conservation, natural resource, transportation,
infrastructure, climate, public health, education, public safety, human
services, economic development, energy, permitting, and related
decision-making processes, including the Agency of Natural Resources, the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development, the Agency of Transportation, the Agency of
Human Services, the Agency of Education, the Department of Public Safety,
the Department of Public Service, the Department of Health, the Public Utility
Commission, and the Land Use Review Board.

(c) Community engagement process.

In developing the Guidance, the Environmental Justice Advisory Council
shall lead a statewide community engagement process to identify barriers to
participation and improve how State agencies engage with Vermonters in
decision-making processes.





(d) Coordination with Environmental Justice implementation.

The work completed pursuant to this section shall support implementation

of the Environmental Justice Law established under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72,
including implementation of community engagement plans required pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. § 6006 and future engagement associated with the Environmental
Justice Mapping Tool established pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6007.

(e) Appropriation.

In fiscal year 2027, $30,000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to

the Agency of Natural Resources to support the work described in this
section, including community engagement, facilitation, outreach,
accessibility support, compensation for participation where appropriate, and
development of statewide Community Engagement Plan Guidance related to
implementation of 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.






From: Mariana Sears

To: victor

Ce: angela.lassojimenez@yvermont.gov, Watson, Britaney, Martin, Charles, Ramirez-
Richer, Emma, Birch, Juliet, Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim, Sears, Mariana,
maryamshabbir08, Stevens, Rachel, Holschuh, Rich, rich, t.martin, Martin, Trey;
Brownridge, Walter, Walter Brownridge, whiterivernrcd, Davis, Xusana

Subject: Re: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 12:41:01

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the

sender.

I vote yes!
Thank you for your efforts, Victor, and everyone else who worked Friday and over the weekend to put together this letter!
I am also available to read / testify / write to key legislators for support of our work! Just let me know the next steps.

Mariana

On Mon, 18 May 2026 at 12:18, Victor Davila <victor(@slingshot.org> wrote:
Hello, fellow EJC members:

I am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026) opportunity to
resolve bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont (S.325), we
should encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning funding as an
opportunity to strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our increased
timeline. [ would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote (yes/no) to approve its
submission.

I will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.
For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila
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From: Birch, Julict
To: Watson, Britaney, Byrne, Jennifer, Sears, Mariana, whiterivernrcd,

maryamshabbir08, rich, Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov), t.martin, Martin, Trey, Davis, Xusana,
Abbasi, Maryam, Davila, Victor, Lawless, Matt, mlawless, Moran, Sean, msears,

seandshelburne(@yahoo.com, victor

Ce: Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim
Subject: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 12:52:19
Attachments: EJAC Letter.pdf
Sec 9.pdf
Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you were
included in the original email, please disregard.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yvermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin@vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla
<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the

sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

I am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026) opportunity to resolve
bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont (S.325), we should
encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning funding as an opportunity to
strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.
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May 18, 2026

To: Members of the Vermont General Assembly
Re: Community Engagement Funding and Environmental Justice Implementation in S.325

Dear Members of the Legislature,

The Environmental Justice Advisory Council (EJAC) appreciates the Legislature’s continued
work on S.325 and the ongoing conversations about land use, housing, conservation, natural
resources, and public participation in Vermont.

We write to encourage the Legislature to view any proposed community engagement planning
funding this session as an opportunity to strengthen the Environmental Justice implementation
work already underway across State government under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

At its core, environmental justice is about how decisions are made, where projects and
development are located, and who is included in those decisions. Questions about land
use, siting, housing, infrastructure, conservation, transportation, and public health are all
connected to community voice, access to decision-making, and the long-term stewardship of
place.

The Environmental Justice Law of 2022 already created a statewide structure to improve
how State agencies engage with communities. That work is happening now.

The Environmental Justice Advisory Council (EJAC) and the Interagency Committee on
Environmental Justice (IAC) have been meeting regularly for several years to implement
Vermont’s Environmental Justice Law across State government. This work has made
meaningful progress, particularly given the scale of the task: coordinating long-term
systems change across more than 10 State agencies while building new approaches to
community engagement, public participation, and interagency coordination. That work is
necessarily iterative and takes time. While the Agency of Natural Resources has dedicated staff
supporting implementation, the Council itself has operated with very limited direct resources
despite its significant responsibilities under the law.

The Environmental Justice framework already includes rural voices, conservation perspectives,
and a broad range of community representation. The Environmental Justice Advisory Council
was intentionally created by the Legislature to include representatives from:

municipal government;

social justice organizations;

mobile home park residents;

environmental justice focus populations;
food security organizations;

immigrant communities;

statewide environmental organizations; and





e State-recognized Native American Indian tribes.
The Council also includes representation from:

e the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board;
e the State Natural Resources Conservation Council (Conservation Districts); and
e the Office of Racial Equity.

Likewise, the Interagency Committee on Environmental Justice brings together representatives
from:

the Agency of Natural Resources;

the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets;
the Agency of Commerce and Community Development;
the Agency of Transportation;

the Agency of Education;

the Department of Health;

the Department of Public Safety;

the Department of Public Service;

the Public Utility Commission;

the Land Use Review Board; and

the Office of Racial Equity.

Together, these structures were intentionally created to support coordination between
agencies, communities, and local expertise within one statewide process.

The EJAC, the IAC, and ANR are currently meeting weekly through a subcommittee process to
develop a statewide guidance document for community engagement planning. This work builds
on the Core Principles for Community Engagement developed under 3 V.S.A. § 6006 and is
intended to help agencies carry out the law in a practical and consistent way.

These covered agencies are required under the law to develop community engagement plans,
and the guidance document currently being developed is intended to help make those plans
meaningful, accessible, and consistent across government.

Importantly, S.325 is also currently proposing changes to Environmental Justice implementation
timelines and deadlines. Because the Legislature is already revisiting those timelines, we
believe any community engagement planning funding considered this session is directly
connected to, and should support, the implementation work already in motion through the
Environmental Justice Law.

If Vermont is going to invest public funding in community engagement this session, we
respectfully encourage that the funding support this broader statewide effort rather than
creating a separate or overlapping process.

Using the funding this way would:





e support implementation of the Environmental Justice Law already enacted by the
Legislature;
strengthen community engagement practices across State government;
support meaningful engagement with communities across Vermont;
improve coordination between agencies, local communities, and existing public
institutions;

e support engagement around land use, housing, conservation, climate resilience, and
infrastructure together rather than through disconnected processes; and

e create long-term systems change rather than another short-term planning exercise.

We believe Vermont is at an important moment. Significant implementation work has already
begun through the Environmental Justice Law, including development of the Environmental
Justice Mapping Tool and future community engagement efforts connected to that tool.
Supporting the current guidance and implementation work now would help ensure those future
efforts are grounded in strong engagement practices and meaningful public participation.

Importantly, this approach would also provide meaningful support for engagement work
already being carried out by the Environmental Justice Advisory Council and Interagency
Committee, rather than creating separate processes competing for limited time, funding,
and public attention.

The guidance document currently being developed is intended to give agencies practical tools
for improving how they engage with Vermonters across rulemaking, permitting, grantmaking,
land use, public meetings, and other decision-making processes.

The guidance focuses on helping agencies identify impacted communities early, improve
accessibility and plain language communication, reduce barriers to participation, coordinate
engagement across agencies, avoid repeatedly overburdening the same communities for
feedback, and build stronger systems for responding to and incorporating public input into
decision-making.

The Environmental Justice Law envisioned ongoing, meaningful, and accessible public
participation in State decision-making. The work currently underway is focused on helping
agencies move beyond one-time hearings and toward more durable and
community-informed engagement practices across government that do not continue to
place the burden of participation on the same overburdened communities again and
again. The goal is to build systems that make participation more accessible, coordinated, and
meaningful, while respecting people’s time, capacity, and lived experience.

We encourage the Legislature to build upon that existing work and ensure that any community
engagement investments made this session strengthen the statewide Environmental Justice
implementation framework already established in Vermont law.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued commitment to meaningful public
participation in Vermont.





Sincerely,

Vermont Environmental Justice Advisory Council






Sec. 9. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
GUIDANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to support implementation of

the community engagement requirements established under 3 V.S.A. chapter
72 and to strengthen meaningful public participation in State decision-making
related to land use, housing, conservation, natural resources, infrastructure,
transportation, public health, and related issues.

(b) Guidance document and engagement process.

(1) On or before January 15, 2027, the Environmental Justice Advisory
Council, in coordination with the Agency of Natural Resources and the
Interagency Committee on Environmental Justice, shall develop and publish a
statewide guidance document to support implementation of community
engagement plans required pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6006 by covered agencies
identified under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

(2) The guidance document shall:

(A) build upon the Core Principles for Community Engagement

developed pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6006;

(B) support consistent, accessible, and meaningful community

engagement practices across all covered agencies;

(C) support engagement with environmental justice focus

populations, rural communities, geographically isolated communities, and
other impacted communities;

(D) identify best practices for ongoing and iterative public

engagement processes;

(E) support coordination among covered agencies,

municipalities, regional planning commissions, conservation districts, and
other relevant public entities and community partners; and

(F) provide guidance relevant to covered agencies engaged in

land use, housing, conservation, natural resource, transportation,
infrastructure, climate, public health, education, public safety, human
services, economic development, energy, permitting, and related
decision-making processes, including the Agency of Natural Resources, the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development, the Agency of Transportation, the Agency of
Human Services, the Agency of Education, the Department of Public Safety,
the Department of Public Service, the Department of Health, and the Land Use
Review Board.

(c) Community engagement process.
In developing the guidance document, the Environmental Justice Advisory
Council shall lead a statewide community engagement process designed to





gather input from Vermonters regarding barriers to public participation,
effective engagement practices, and opportunities to improve community
involvement in State decision-making processes.

(d) Coordination with Environmental Justice implementation.

The work completed pursuant to this section shall support implementation

of the Environmental Justice Law established under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72,
including implementation of community engagement plans required pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. § 6006 and future engagement associated with the Environmental
Justice Mapping Tool established pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6007.

(e) Appropriation.

In fiscal year 2027, $30,000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to

the Agency of Natural Resources to support the work of the Environmental
Justice Advisory Council under this section, including community
engagement, facilitation, outreach, accessibility support, compensation for
participation, and guidance development related to implementation of 3 V.S.A.
chapter 72.

Alternative language, more descriptive:

Sec. 9. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
GUIDANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT

(a) Purpose.

The purpose of this section is to support implementation of the community
engagement requirements established under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72 and to
strengthen meaningful, accessible, and community-informed public
participation in State decision-making related to land use, siting, housing,
conservation, natural resources, infrastructure, transportation, climate, public
health, energy, permitting, and related issues.

(b) Guidance document.

(1) On or before January 15, 2027, the Environmental Justice

Advisory Council, in coordination with the Agency of Natural Resources and
the Interagency Committee on Environmental Justice, shall develop and
publish statewide Community Engagement Plan Guidance to support
implementation of community engagement plans required pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
§ 6006 by covered agencies identified under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.





(2) The Guidance shall:
(A) build upon the Core Principles for Community Engagement
developed pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6006;

(B) support consistent, accessible, plain language, and meaningful
community engagement practices across covered agencies;

(C) support engagement with environmental justice focus

populations, rural communities, geographically isolated communities, and
other impacted communities while reducing barriers to participation and
avoiding unnecessary duplication or overburdening of communities through
repeated engagement processes;

(D) identify best practices for community engagement related to

rulemaking, permitting, grantmaking, public meetings, policy and program
development, technical assistance, State resource allocation, and other State
decision-making processes;

(E) support coordination among covered agencies,

municipalities, regional planning commissions, conservation districts, and
other relevant public entities and community partners to improve public access,
reduce engagement fatigue, and strengthen community-informed
decision-making;

(F) provide guidance related to accessibility, language access,

meeting formats, outreach, responsiveness to feedback, integration of public
input into agency decision-making, and compensation for participation where
appropriate; and

(G) provide guidance relevant to covered agencies engaged in

land use, housing, conservation, natural resource, transportation,
infrastructure, climate, public health, education, public safety, human
services, economic development, energy, permitting, and related
decision-making processes, including the Agency of Natural Resources, the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development, the Agency of Transportation, the Agency of
Human Services, the Agency of Education, the Department of Public Safety,
the Department of Public Service, the Department of Health, the Public Utility
Commission, and the Land Use Review Board.

(c) Community engagement process.

In developing the Guidance, the Environmental Justice Advisory Council
shall lead a statewide community engagement process to identify barriers to
participation and improve how State agencies engage with Vermonters in
decision-making processes.





(d) Coordination with Environmental Justice implementation.

The work completed pursuant to this section shall support implementation

of the Environmental Justice Law established under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72,
including implementation of community engagement plans required pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. § 6006 and future engagement associated with the Environmental
Justice Mapping Tool established pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6007.

(e) Appropriation.

In fiscal year 2027, $30,000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to

the Agency of Natural Resources to support the work described in this
section, including community engagement, facilitation, outreach,
accessibility support, compensation for participation where appropriate, and
development of statewide Community Engagement Plan Guidance related to
implementation of 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.






Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our increased
timeline. I would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote (yes/no) to approve its
submission.

I will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila



From: Rich Holschuh
To: Birch, Juliet
Cec: Watson, Britaney, Byrne, Jennifer, Sears, Mariana, whiterivernrcd,

maryamshabbir08, Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov), t.martin, Martin, Trey, Davis, Xusana,
Abbasi, Maryam, Davila, Victor, Lawless, Matt, mlawless, Moran, Sean, msears,
seandshelburne(@yahoo.com, victor, Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim

Subject: Re: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 12:57:56

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
Kwai - greetings all,

I have read through the draft letter and support submitting this through the proper channels. My vote is "yes" in this
thread.
Thank you Victor for sharing this effort with us!

Wliwni - thank you,
Rich

Director, The Atowi Project

THPO, Elnu Abenaki

Wantastegok - Sokwakik, Wdbanakiak homelands
Ibitta Wlidaha - Only Be Goodhearted

On Mon, May 18, 2026 at 12:52 PM Birch, Juliet <Juliet. Birch(@vermont.gov> wrote:
Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you
were included in the original email, please disregard.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yvermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin@vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla



mailto:rich@atowi.org
mailto:Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov
mailto:Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Byrne@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:whiterivernrcd@gmail.com
mailto:maryamshabbir08@gmail.com
mailto:Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:t.martin@vhcb.org
mailto:Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov
mailto:Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:mlawless@shelburnevt.org
mailto:Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov
mailto:msears@hungerfreevt.org
mailto:sean4shelburne@yahoo.com
mailto:victor@slingshot.org
mailto:Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov
mailto:Kim.Barrett@vermont.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atowi.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJuliet.Birch%40vermont.gov%7Cee581b9a529c44ec756e08deb4fe99ee%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639147202766463578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q6zQxS%2BSCLh1n9CQcDLwtvqKmVG7057TdOQbnis1y8g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felnuabenakitribe.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJuliet.Birch%40vermont.gov%7Cee581b9a529c44ec756e08deb4fe99ee%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639147202766495280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rYkMzxIhmpqZECqRxME8VQAkb5y4Co4pocRA3j%2BoYS8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov
mailto:Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov
mailto:victor@slingshot.org
mailto:angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov
mailto:angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov
mailto:Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov
mailto:Charles.Martin@vermont.gov
mailto:Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov
mailto:Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov

<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partnervermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

I am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026) opportunity to
resolve bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont (S.325), we
should encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning funding as an
opportunity to strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our increased
timeline. [ would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote (yes/no) to approve its

submission.

I will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila
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From: Matt Lawless

To: Birch, Juliet

Cc: Davis, Xusana, Davila, Victor, Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim

Subject: Re: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 13:19:29

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the

sender.
I'm a YES on this.

But I'm not sure of your protocol. It can be hard to get adequate consent on short notice during session.

Matt Lawless

Shelburne Town Manager
802.985.5111

Web, LinkedIn

he/him

From: Rich Holschuh <rich@atowi.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:57 PM

To: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>

Cc: Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer <Jennifer.Byrne@partner.vermont.gov>; Sears,
Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd@gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08
<maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; Rich Holschuh (partner) (Rich.Holschuh@partnervermont.gov)
<Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partnervermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; Matt Lawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com
<sean4shelburne@yahoo.com>; victor <victor@slingshot.org>; Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>;
Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>

Subject: Re: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

Kwai - greetings all,

I have read through the draft letter and support submitting this through the proper channels. My vote is "yes" in this
thread.
Thank you Victor for sharing this effort with us!

Wliwni - thank you,
Rich

Director, The Atowi Project

THPO, Elnu Abenaki

Wantastegok - Sokwakik, Wobanakiak homelands
Ibitta Wlidaha - Only Be Goodhearted
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On Mon, May 18, 2026 at 12:52 PM Birch, Juliet <Juliet. Birch(@vermont.gov> wrote:
Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you
were included in the original email, please disregard.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yvermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin@vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla
<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

I am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026) opportunity to
resolve bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont (S.325), we
should encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning funding as an
opportunity to strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our increased
timeline. I would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote (yes/no) to approve its

submission.

I will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila
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From: Jennifer Byrne

To: Birch, Juliet

Ce: Watson, Britaney, Byrne, Jennifer, Sears, Mariana, maryamshabbir08, rich, Rich
Holschuh (partner)_(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov), t.martin, Martin, Trey;
Davis, Xusana, Abbasi, Maryam, Davila, Victor, Lawless, Matt, mlawless, Moran,

Sean, msears, seandshelburne(@yahoo.com, victor, Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim

Subject: Re: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 13:22:28

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.

Yes from me too! This seems timely and appropriate given the status of our current work on the community
engagement guidance.

Thank you,

Jennifer Byrne, District Manager

White River Natural Resources Conservation District (NRCD)
Member, Vermont Environmental Justice Advisory Council
Member, Vermont Envirothon Steering Committee
Request 30 Min Meeting

Request 1 Hour Meeting

28 Farmvu Drive

White River Junction, VT 05001

862-432-3980 (cell)

802-369-3167

www.whiterivernrced.org

On Mon, May 18, 2026 at 12:52 PM Birch, Juliet <Juliet. Birch(@ vermont.gov> wrote:
Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you
were included in the original email, please disregard.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin @vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla
<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
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<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.

Hello, fellow EJC members:

I am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026) opportunity to
resolve bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont (S.325), we
should encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning funding as an
opportunity to strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our increased
timeline. [ would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote (yes/no) to approve its

submission.

I will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila
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From: Watson, Britaney

To: rich, Birch, Juliet

Cc: Byrne, Jennifer, Sears, Mariana, whiterivernrcd, maryamshabbir08, Rich Holschuh
(partner)_(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov), t.martin, Martin, Trey, Davis,
Xusana, Abbasi, Maryam, Davila, Victor, Lawless, Matt, mlawless, Moran, Sean,
msears, seandshelburne(@yahoo.com, victor, Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim

Subject: RE: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 13:56:29

Attachments: ~WRDO0000.jpg

| vote yes.

Thank you,

Britaney Watson | Digital Equity Officer
Vermont Community Broadband Board
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05620

802-522-8426

Vermont Community Broadband Board

Follow us: LinkedIn, Facebook, X. Award-winning documentary “Connected.”

From: Rich Holschuh <rich@atowi.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:57 PM

To: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>

Cc: Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer <Jennifer.Byrne@partner.vermont.gov>; Sears,
Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd@gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08
<maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; Rich Holschuh (partner) (Rich.Holschuh@partnervermont.gov)
<Rich.Holschuh@partnervermont.gov>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; mlawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com; victor
<victor@slingshot.org>; Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>
Subject: Re: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and
trust the sender.
Kwai - greetings all,

| have read through the draft letter and support submitting this through the proper channels. My vote is
"yes" in this thread.
Thank you Victor for sharing this effort with us!

WIliwni - thank you,
Rich
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Director, The Atowi Project

THPO, Elnu Abenaki

Wantastegok - Sokwakik, Wdbanakiak homelands
Ibitta Wlidaha - Only Be Goodhearted

On Mon, May 18, 2026 at 12:52 PM Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov> wrote:

Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you
were included in the original email, please disregard.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin@vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla
<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partnervermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and
trust the sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

| am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026)
opportunity to resolve bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont
(S.325), we should encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning
funding as an opportunity to strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S A.
chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our
increased timeline. | would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote
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(yes/no) to approve its submission.

| will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila



From: Birch, Julict
To: Watson, Britaney, Byrne, Jennifer, Sears, Mariana, whiterivernrcd,

maryamshabbir08, rich, Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont. gov), t.martin, Martin, Trey, Davis, Xusana,
Abbasi, Maryam, Davila, Victor, Lawless, Matt, mlawless, Moran, Sean, msears,

sean4shelburne(@yahoo.com, victor

Ce: Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim

Subject: Re: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 14:03:40

Hi, all!

| am just dropping in to let you know:

As of 2:04 PM, you have an affirmative vote from 6 of the 10 currently seated Advisory Council
members

You have achieved quorum in this email thread. Please be advised that this email thread will need
to be made public via the EJ Resource Library! The EJ Coordinators will do this.

For those who may be concerned, reaching quorum via this email thread will not put us over the
annual public meeting cap for the Advisory Council in 2026. Based on our currently planned public
meeting schedule, you should meet but not exceed the cap.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov

From: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:52 PM

To: Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer <Jennifer.Byrne@partnervermont.gov>; Sears,
Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd@gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08
<maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov) <Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin,
Trey <Trey.Martin@partnervermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; mlawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com
<sean4shelburne@yahoo.com>; victor <victor@slingshot.org>

Cc: Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>

Subject: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you were
included in the original email, please disregard.
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Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yvermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin@vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla
<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

I am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026) opportunity to resolve
bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont (S.325), we should
encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning funding as an opportunity to
strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our increased
timeline. I would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote (yes/no) to approve its

submission.

I will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila


mailto:Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov

From: Trey Martin
To: Birch, Juliet, Watson, Britaney, Byrne, Jennifer, Sears, Mariana, whiterivernrcd,

maryamshabbir08, rich, Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont. gov), Martin, Trey, Davis, Xusana, Abbasi,
Maryam, Davila, Victor, Lawless, Matt, mlawless, Moran, Sean, msears,

sean4shelburne(@yahoo.com, victor

Ce: Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim
Subject: RE: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 14:31:22

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
Thank you. | also vote in support.

Trey

Trey Martin, VHCB
802 505-0986

From: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 2:07 PM

To: Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer <Jennifer.Byrne@partnervermont.gov>; Sears,
Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd@gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08
<maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov) <Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; Trey Martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>;
Martin, Trey <Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; mlawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com; victor
<victor@slingshot.org>

Cc: Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>

Subject: Re: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

Warning: Unusual sender <juliet.birch@yvermont.gov>
You don't usually receive emails from this address. Make sure you trust this sender before taking any actions.

Hi, all!
| am just dropping in to let you know:

As of 2:04 PM, you have an affirmative vote from 6 of the 10 currently seated Advisory Council
members

You have achieved quorum in this email thread. Please be advised that this email thread will need
to be made public via the EJ Resource Library! The EJ Coordinators will do this.

For those who may be concerned, reaching quorum via this email thread will not put us over the
annual public meeting cap for the Advisory Council in 2026. Based on our currently planned public
meeting schedule, you should meet but not exceed the cap.

Best,
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Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov

From: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:52 PM

To: Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson @vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer <Jennifer.Byrne@partner.vermont.gov>; Sears,
Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd@gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08
<maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; Rich Holschuh (partner)

(Rich.Holschuh @partner.vermont.gov) <Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin,
Trey <Trey.Martin @partner.vermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; mlawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com
<sean4shelburne@yahoo.com>; victor <victor@slingshot.org>

Cc: Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>

Subject: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you were
included in the original email, please disregard.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yvermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin @vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla
<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens @vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partnervermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partnervermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and
trust the sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

| am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026)
opportunity to resolve bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.
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As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont
(S.325), we should encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning
funding as an opportunity to strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S A.
chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our
increased timeline. | would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote
(yes/no) to approve its submission.

| will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila



From: Birch, Juliet

To: t.martin, Watson, Britaney, Byrne, Jennifer, Sears, Mariana, whiterivernrcd,
maryamshabbir08, rich, Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont. gov), Martin, Trey, Davis, Xusana, Abbasi,
Maryam, Davila, Victor, Lawless, Matt, mlawless, Moran, Sean, msears,

sean4shelburne(@yahoo.com, victor

Ce: Raimundi, Karla, Barrett, Kim

Subject: Re: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
Date: 18 May 2026, 15:30:27

Hi, all!

Because a quorum is now participating in this discussion, | recommend we discontinue
substantive discussion by email and continue this conversation in a properly warned public
meeting.

Open Meeting Law does not allow substantive discussion or decision-making by a quorum of
members of a public body over email.

CREJU will publicly notify that this exchange has taken place and this will be added to the agenda of
the next public meeting for transparency purposes.

Thank you,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yvermont.gov

From: Trey Martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 2:31 PM

To: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer
<Jennifer.Byrne@partner.vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd
<whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; Rich
Holschuh (partner) (Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov) <Rich.Holschuh@partnervermont.gov>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; mlawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com
<sean4shelburne@yahoo.com>; victor <victor@slingshot.org>

Cc: Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>

Subject: RE: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
Thank you. | also vote in support.

Trey

Trey Martin, VHCB
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802 505-0986

From: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 2:07 PM

To: Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer <Jennifer.Byrne@partnervermont.gov>; Sears,
Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd@gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08
<maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; Rich Holschuh (partner)
(Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov) <Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; Trey Martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>;
Martin, Trey <Trey.Martin@partner.vermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; mlawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com; victor
<victor@slingshot.org>

Cc: Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>

Subject: Re: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

Warning: Unusual sender <juliet.birch@yvermont.gov>
You don't usually receive emails from this address. Make sure you trust this sender before taking any actions.

Hi, all!
| am just dropping in to let you know:

As of 2:04 PM, you have an affirmative vote from 6 of the 10 currently seated Advisory Council
members

You have achieved quorum in this email thread. Please be advised that this email thread will need
to be made public via the EJ Resource Library! The EJ Coordinators will do this.

For those who may be concerned, reaching quorum via this email thread will not put us over the
annual public meeting cap for the Advisory Council in 2026. Based on our currently planned public
meeting schedule, you should meet but not exceed the cap.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yermont.gov

From: Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:52 PM

To: Watson, Britaney <Britaney.Watson @vermont.gov>; Byrne, Jennifer <Jennifer.Byrne@partnervermont.gov>; Sears,
Mariana <Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd@gmail.com>; maryamshabbir08
<maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; Rich Holschuh (partner)

(Rich.Holschuh @partner.vermont.gov) <Rich.Holschuh@partner.vermont.gov>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin,
Trey <Trey.Martin @partner.vermont.gov>; Davis, Xusana <Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>; Abbasi, Maryam
<Maryam.Abbasi@partner.vermont.gov>; Davila, Victor <Victor.Davila@partner.vermont.gov>; Lawless, Matt
<Matt.Lawless@partner.vermont.gov>; mlawless <mlawless@shelburnevt.org>; Moran, Sean
<Sean.Moran@partner.vermont.gov>; msears <msears@hungerfreevt.org>; sean4shelburne@yahoo.com
<sean4shelburne@yahoo.com>; victor <victor@slingshot.org>

Cc: Raimundi, Karla <Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>

Subject: Fw: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.
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Hello, all!

| am forwarding this email from Victor to ensure it is received by the full Advisory Council. If you were
included in the original email, please disregard.

Best,

Juliet Birch (she/her)

Environmental Justice Coordinator

Office of the Secretary

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1 National Life Dr, Davis 2 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3901
802-636-7499

Juliet.Birch@yvermont.gov

From: Victor Davila <victor@slingshot.org>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 12:18 PM

To: angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov <angela.lassojimenez@vermont.gov>; Watson, Britaney
<Britaney.Watson@vermont.gov>; Martin, Charles <Charles.Martin@vermont.gov>; Ramirez-Richer, Emma
<Emma.Ramirez-Richer@vermont.gov>; Birch, Juliet <Juliet.Birch@vermont.gov>; Raimundi, Karla
<Karla.Raimundi@vermont.gov>; Barrett, Kim <Kim.Barrett @vermont.gov>; Sears, Mariana
<Mariana.Sears@partner.vermont.gov>; maryamshabbir08 <maryamshabbir08 @gmail.com>; msears
<msears@hungerfreevt.org>; Stevens, Rachel <Rachel.Stevens@vermont.gov>; Holschuh, Rich
<rich.holschuh @partner.vermont.gov>; rich <rich@atowi.org>; t.martin <t.martin@vhcb.org>; Martin, Trey
<Trey.Martin @partner.vermont.gov>; Brownridge, Walter <Walter.Brownridge@partner.vermont.gov>; Walter
Brownridge <walterbrownridge@gmail.com>; whiterivernrcd <whiterivernrcd @gmail.com>; Davis, Xusana
<Xusana.Davis@vermont.gov>

Subject: [Urgent Request] A vote, sending a letter of support funding for the EJC.

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and
trust the sender.
Hello, fellow EJC members:

| am reaching out with an urgent request regarding a time-sensitive (tomorrow 5/19/2026)
opportunity to resolve bureaucratic tension and secure additional funding for the EJC.

As the Legislature discusses land use, housing, conservation, and public participation in Vermont
(S.325), we should encourage them to view any proposed community engagement planning
funding as an opportunity to strengthen the work already underway by the EJC under 3 V.S A.
chapter 72.

Attached is a letter that addresses this subject and includes a statement of support for our
increased timeline. | would like to send this to the relevant parties and am requesting a formal vote
(yes/no) to approve its submission.

| will follow up regularly to ensure we reach a quorum before tomorrows deadline.

For more detail please read the proposed letter.

Best,
Victor Davila
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