
VERMONT AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

USE OF PESTICIDES ON ANR LANDS 
 

Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this policy is to coordinate the use of pesticides (defined in Vermont 
regulations for control of pesticides) on ANR lands for terrestrial applications. Through 
the application of this policy, the Agency intends to maintain the integrity of Vermont 
public lands under its jurisdiction by protecting wildlife habitat and natural communities; 
maintaining species diversity; protecting human health and safety; controlling invasive 
plant and insect species; maintaining structures and buildings; and protecting forest 
health and wood products.   
 
In 1986 Governor Madeleine Kunin issued a Pesticide Policy Statement, directing state 
government to minimize use of pesticides, maintain stricter standards when they are used, 
improve enforcement of violations, and institute other provisions (see Appendix 1).   
One of the principal directives of this policy instructed state agencies to conduct a 
Pesticide Use Impact Assessment (PUIA) before the use of any pesticide on land it owns 
or leases to third parties, and for the aforementioned PUIA to be reviewed by the Agency 
of Agriculture, Food & Markets.  
 
Policy: 
 
Excepting the agricultural lease and permit provisions below, pesticides may be used on 
ANR land(s) when: 
 

1. There is no reasonable non-pesticide alternative available. 
2. The levels of active ingredients do not exceed EPA established Preventative 

Action Levels (PALs). 
3. After a Pesticide Use Impact Assessment (PUIA) has been developed, reviewed, 

and approved in accord with this policy. 
 
Exceptions:   
 

1. Pesticide use that is being conducted under a permit from the Agency of 
Agriculture, Food & Markets with approval by the respective ANR Department. 

2. Agricultural lessees/licensees on state land(s) may use approved pesticides on 
their crops (per Attorney General’s office). 

 
The Agency will adhere to this policy until such time as it is revoked or modified. 
 
Procedure for Implementation: 
 
Pesticide use on Agency land will be done in accordance with developed Pesticide Use 
Impact Assessments (PUIAs). These documents may be prepared by or under the 



direction of division directors using the outline provided in Appendix 2 as a guideline. 
When feasible, PUIAs will be developed for defined categories of use as outlined in 
Appendix 3 rather than for individual pests. PUIAs will initially be reviewed and 
approved by the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources or an approved designee. 
Upon the Secretary’s approval, PUIAs will then be reviewed and approved by the 
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets. Once a PUIA has been approved, uses listed 
on the PUIA will be allowed and can be employed by department land managers. Copies 
of approved PUIAs will be maintained by the ANR Lands Director. 
 
Agency of Natural Resource land managers at all levels shall insure compliance with this 
policy on lands under their jurisdiction including Agency lands leased to third parties. 
 
Intended applications of pesticides under PUIAs to Agency of Natural Resources lands 
will be listed each year through the annual stewardship plans.   
 
For use of pesticides that are not defined or authorized under approved PUIAs, the 
appropriate division directors shall create a new or amend an existing PUIA. 
Only PUIAs approved through this procedure will be permitted.   
 
Uses of pesticides on ANR lands are allowed in accordance with the conditions of 
approved PUIAs and all relevant label specifications.   
 
All uses must be in accordance with Vermont Regulations for Control of Pesticides as 
promulgated under 6 V.S.A, Chapter 87.  
 
Land managers who become aware of reports of alleged violations, including those by 
lessees, shall inform the division director of the respective department with 
administrative and management jurisdiction of the parcel. 
  
 
 
/s/    12/28/05 /s/    12/28/05     
Thomas W. Torti         Date  Jefferey Wennberg      Date 
ANR Secretary    DEC Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
/s/    12/28/05 /s/    12/28/05 
Jonathan Wood     Date  Wayne Laroche      Date 
FPR Commissioner    FW Commissioner 
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Appendix 2 
Guidelines for Pesticide Use Impact Assessment (PUIA) 

 
I. PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR ACTION INCLUDING PROPOSED ACTION 

AND GENERAL DEFINITION OF PROBLEM(S) 

II. MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND OBJECTIVES 

III. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

a. Physical Setting (location description) 
b. Biological Considerations 
c. Social Considerations (populations, industries, outdoor recreation) 

 
IV. ALTERNATIVES 

V. EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES (includes Pest Profiles (Biology) and Pest 

Management Strategies for both proposed action and alternatives) 

VI. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

VII. RISK ANALYSIS 

1) Human Health Risk Analysis 
 Voluntary Exposure – applications, workers, etc. 
 Involuntary Exposure – users, transporters, etc. 
2) Other Animal Risk Analysis 
 Livestock, pets, wildlife, etc. 
3) Plan for Risk Reduction 
 

VIII. PESTICIDE PROFILES (includes MSDS sheets, labels, etc.) 

IX. SCHEDULE OF IMPLEMENTATION 

X. CONTINGENCY PLANS (Safety) 

XI. SCHEDULE FOR MINIMIZATION OF RELIANCE ON CHEMICALS 

XII. LIST OF CERTIFIED APPLICATORS AND CERTIFIED SUPERVISORS 

XIII. SCHEDULE FOR APPLICATORS RECERTIFICATION AND OTHER 

TRAINING 

XIV. ADMINISTRTIVE REQUIREMENTS AND CONSTRAINTS 

XV. OTHERS CONSULTED 

XVI. LIST OF PREPARERS 

XVII. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

 
 



Appendix 3 
 

Expected use categories of pesticides on Vermont State Lands 
(Some examples are listed within each category but these are not intended to be an 

exhaustive listing of the species or techniques within each category) 
 
Category 1: Human Health and Nuisance Pests 
 Poison Ivy 
 Mosquitoes 
 
Category 2: Pests of Structures and Building 
 Decay organisms 
 Carpenter ants 
 Powder post beetles 
 
Category 3: Pests of ornamental plants in state parks, and state owned properties 
  
Category 4: Forest Pests 
 Forest tent caterpillar 
 Gypsy moth 
 Spruce budworm 
 Hemlock looper 
  
Category 5: Weeds/Invasive Species 
 Refer to Agency of Agriculture Noxious Weed Quarantine 
 Refer to Vermont Invasive Exotic Plant Committee Watch list 
 
Category 6: Regulated Pests 
 Hemlock woolly adelgid 
 Emerald Ash Borer 
 Sudden Oak Death 
 Asian Longhorned Beetle 
 
Category 7: Habitat Restoration and Management 
  
 
 
This list of categories is not all-inclusive and is subject to change, if needed. 
 
 
  
 
 


