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Lack of safety at the 
intersection of Mansfield 
Ave and S. Main

Wider and faster streets 
threaten historic assets and 
negatively impact Village 
quality of life

Additional impervious paving 
worsens stormwater and 
contributes to flooding hazard

#1 #2 #3

3 Problems Identified in MPG grant



“Over the last two census cycles, Cambridge has been one of 
the fastest growing communities in Vermont. As a result, 
traffic on Route 15 through the Village has also increased. 
Route 15 is the primary corridor…”  (Source: 2015 MPGrant Application)

Growth and change in the region
impacting the Village



Wider and Faster Streets 

Increasing traffic on Rt. 15 and loss of the historic green separating 
S. Main and Rt. 15 enables “cut through” traffic from Rt. 15, and 
illegal parking of semi-trucks and tour buses on the green.  There 
is confusing and unsafe circulation of cars and pedestrians at the 
intersection



The Village historic setting survives, but is threatened

Widening streets increases traffic volume and 
speed, and promotes inappropriate driving 
behavior.  This isolates neighborhoods, 
undermines historic development patterns, and 
increases the need for auto trips.

Streets built before we had cars



Impervious Surface Contributes to 
Stormwater and Flooding

An ongoing concern in Cambridge Village



Increased traffic negatively impacts the historic 
Village setting and limits the potential of local 
economy



A Village with many Assets:
Compact commercial district with Post 

Office, Grocery/Deli with Gas, pharmacy, 
and space for MORE businesses

Cherished historic buildings
in an intact setting 

Proximity to the 
State’s largest 
economy

Scenic location and 
tourist destinations

Educated and youthful 
population



Lamoille River location
– natural systems are assets too

Flooding hazards in Village limit the 
amount of future growth and where it 

can be located.  This will maintain valued 
historic development patterns and 

Cambridge’s beautiful rural setting. 
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Consider how these problems interrelate



The Intersection Close Up

Concerns but also Opportunities



“The intersection of Route 15, South Main Street, and 
Mansfield Avenue form the heart of the Village.” 
(Source: 2015 Municipal Planning Grant Application)

What the 
Heart of the 
Village looks 

like Today

Historic view



The Intersection is the most prominent 
Village gateway. Terminating vista features 
include the monument, grand historic house 
and view of magnificent green.  

Edge Gateways: Curves, views and buildings signal ways in and ways out

Gateways of Cambridge define PLACE  

Village Civic center 



The Village Post Office

Centrally located but 
excess paving has 
disconnected it from 
S. Main St.

Below, public building integrated with their surroundings.  Amenities – flags, 
monuments, bollards, awnings, seating, sidewalks, special paving – combine to 
create a street setting.



“While there are no formal sidewalks on North and South Main 
Street, the separation from Route 15 provided by the Old
Village Green provides some safety for pedestrians  using these 
streets.” (2015 MPG )

VTRANS paving has obliterated large parts of 
the historic green between S. Main and Rt. 15

The Impacts of Wider and Faster Streets 

(This strategy increasingly no longer works) 

Excessive paving on 
Mansfield Avenue



Current VTRANS R.O.W. 
is 5 rods (82.5’) 

VTRANS R.O.W. reduced to 
3 rods(49.5’) 

The issue of Route 15  

The width of the entire green is approximately 150’ (as measured 
from façade to façade).  The State ROW is 82.5’.  Elsewhere in 
Cambridge Rt. 15 is 3 rods (40.5’). The historic green off limits to the 
Village and Town. 

.  



What can be done?
Taming traffic: know what you CAN and CAN’T control

Hard to control: 
Driver Behavior
(signs don’t work) 

Easier to control: 
Village environment

Modifying the built environment controls driver 
behavior….and brings pleasing results for all

5-6’ Porch/sidewalk 
connects shops in NH

Supports business

Accommodates 
parking

Safety

Pleasant
walking

Showcases 
community



Conditions that encourage unsafe driving
Excessive pavement and unclear 
circulation encourage FAST DRIVING even 
when speed limit is 10 or 25mph.

If it’s wide open people will drive FAST 
because it’s comfortable to do so. 

Posted Speed Limit ≠ Road Design Speed 
(Signs and speeding tickets don’t work) 

Modifying road design by NARROWING 
PAVEMENT SLOWS TRAFFIC 



       

Make it uncomfortable to drive fast!

Short term/lo tech example from Huntington:  
Narrowed driving lanes in Village from 11+ to 10 feet.  Succeeds 
because drivers must drive slowly to stay in the lines!  Slower 
traffic and wider shoulder creates safer walking conditions on 
sides of the road.

Intentional Design enforces speed limits



Restoring Village Quality of Life 

1. Inventory and leverage Village Assets 

2. Consider what’s been done in similar settings

3. Understand, preserve and resurrect characteristics of the     
historic past to see how to add new infrastructure and infill 
development

4. Develop guidelines that will create a street environment 
appropriate to the Village - a setting that encourages a sense of 
community, keeps motorist speeds low (10—25mph), provides 
on-street parking, and distributes motorized traffic in an orderly 
way. 



“…maintain this historic development pattern.” (Source: 2015 Municipal Planning Grant)



“In addition to the buildings themselves, the historic character of 
Cambridge Village is defined by the relationship of the structures 
with one another and with streets and green space. Buildings with 
generally narrow front yards and front porches line North and 
South Main Street, contributing to the feeling of a “public” area 
around the Old Village Green.” (Source: Cambridge Town Plan)

Let the character and form of the historic 
Village inform the NEW



Recommended Next Steps
for Cambridge Village

2. Establish Steering Committee of 
local officials, stakeholders and 
citizens to decide how to address 
problems identified in the 2015 MPG

3. Empower elected officials and 
Town Road Foreman to take short 
term/lo-tech steps to address 
traffic

1. Increase long term options by 
petitioning to reduce VTRANS R.O.W. 
in the Village from 5 Rods to 3 Rods 



Getting Better Streets…takes a Village
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