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Thursday, July 25, 2024

atleast 30 days after, TBD

Barre City's Flood Hazard Regulations' definition of substantial improvement includes a cost value that would equal or exceed $50,000, in
addition to the NFIP requirement of 50 percent of of the market value of the structure. We are changing this definition to meet the minimum
standards to maintain access to flood insurance through the NFIP, and will meet the state recommended model language. The next change is an
addition to the tools for the assessed value of the structure by adding that an appraisal can also be used if the applicant chooses, and reiterates
that the land value is not included in this valuation.

The other changes includes an update to Fuel Tanks under Specific Uses and Structures review, in that the tank must be placed at or above the
DFE (design flood elevation) or be securely anchored to prevent flotation; and that any tanks below the DFE must have their filler pipes and
vents located at or above the DFE.

These minor changes continue the City's flood hazard regulations to minimize and prevent loss of life and property, the disruption of commerce,
the impairment of the tax base, and the extraordinary public expenditures and demands on public services that result from a flood by, among
others, requires that the design and construction of development in the flood hazard areas is accomplished in a manner that minimizes the
potential for flood damage, and restrict or prohibit uses that are dangerous to health, safety or property in times of flood.

The City of Barre Municipal Plan, adopted September 15, 2020, identifies goals and policies for
future growth and development of the City. Flood Hazard Area regulations help prevent the creation
of unsafe housing conditions by preventing the development in the flood hazard area. Our flood
hazard area includes a large portion of the downtown area, for most areas, the flood elevations are
modest, and developers can repair and change the current housing stock. This has been recognized
in our plan in multiple places, and right in the beginning of our Municipal Plan under our Framework
& Process, acknowledging flood resiliency. With our Transportation, Public Utilities, Community
Services & Amenities, and Natural Environment elements all speaking to flooding, resiliency and
managing our stormwater more effectively. Under the Natural Environment element in
"benckmarks", the number of repetetive losses is listed, and this number continues to go up. In the
Land Use element, it speaks to the fact that we will always face the challenge of flooding and we
should continue to address mitigation. By revising our definition that meets the NFIP and state
model, this will assist homeowners in the recovery efforts when such severe impacts have been felt.



By revising the substantial improvement definition, a homeowner has the potential to be able
to reconstruct their home and make necessary repairs, in keeping with the non-substantial
improvements to their structure. By being able to make repairs cummulatively without
triggering substantial improvement in the first application, people may be more willing to do
what needs to be done, and want to stay in their homes, making them more safe and flood
resilient.

The Flood Hazard Area regulations are there to protect the property and the environment while
allowing existing structures, some of which are able to be repaired, while others may need to be
elevated. These bylaws conform to almost all of the points listed above, as they help regulate
construction of residential and commercial structures, and define parameters for limitations or
exemptions.



These bylaw amendments do not address any changes to the existing bylaw with regard to state-
or community-owned and operated institutions and facilities, public and private schools, places of
worship, public and private hospitals, regional solid waste management facilities, hazardous
waste management facilities or emergency shelters with regard to their untended functional use
and standards; nor will they regulate any required agricultural practices, accepted solvicultural
practices or forestry operations, solar energy devices, or ancillary telecommunications
improvements and lines.



Not applicable.



This bylaw amendment is compatible withe City's Future Land Uses and density, as it will
continue to be a part of someone's permitting repertoire when doing work to their structures in
the special flood hazard area.

This flood hazard area bylaw amendment is not for a community facility.
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Flood Hazard Area Regulations for the City of Barre (2010)
Draft Amendment April 11, 2024
above the DFE.

No provision of these regulations shall have the effect of excluding mobile homes, modular
housing, or other forms of prefabricated housing from the municipality, except upon the
same terms and conditions as conventional housing is excluded. [§4412(1)(B)]

Within these regulations, mobile homes and manufactured homes are synonymous.
In non-conforming manufactured home parks, manufactured homes shall be treated the

same as conventional housing except that manufactured homes shall demonstrate that they
are securely anchored to foundation system to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral

Manufactured home parks are prohibited in the Flood Hazard Area.

Any manufactured homes to be replaced or substantially improved that are located in an
existing manufactured home park, where elevating a replacement home to or above the base
flood elevation is not possible, the lowest floor shall be supported by reinforced piers or other
foundation elements of at least equivalent strength that are no less than 48 inches in height
above grade and be securely anchored to resist flotation, collapse, or lateral movement.

An evacuation plan for any existing manufactured home parks and subdivisions indicating
alternate vehicular access and escape routes shall be filed with the State Civil Defense Office.
(See §1910.3(b)(8) of the Federal Register and the FEMA manual, “"Manufactured Home

Bridges, culverts, channel management activities, or public projects which are functionally
dependent on stream access or crossing are permitted in the Flood Hazard Area provided

Storage or use of recreational vehicles is prohibited in the flood hazard area.

8.13 Manufactured (Mobile) Homes
(A)
(B)
©
movement.
8.14 Manufactured (Mobile) Home Parks
(A)
(B)
©
Installation in Flood Hazard Areas” for anchoring standards.)
8.15 Public Infrastructure
(A)
they are part of an overall plan (adopted by the municipality).
8.16 Recreational Vehicles
(A)
8.17 Subdivisions
(A)

The subdivision of land within the Flood Hazard Area is allowed only if it can be demonstrated
by the applicant that each parcel created will have some permissible use. Each new parcel,
for instance, shall have sufficient areas outside of the floodway which are suitable for

LY
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