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BARNET TOW PLAN

1. 1 NTRCDUCTI ON

The 2008 Town Pl an supersedes the 2000 Plan for the Town of Barnet.
It has been prepared in accordance with Title 24 VSA Chapter 117,
anended by Act 115. This devel opnent plan is intended as a policy
gui del ine without the sanme |egal standing as zoning and subdi vi si on
regul ati ons. However, it is considered by the D strict Environnental
Comm ssion and the State Environnmental Board in their hearings under
Act 250, the devel opnent |aw of the State of Vernont. Furthernore,
under Vernont statutes, the revised plan is required justification
for the production of new or revised zoning and subdi vi si on
regul ati ons.

The spirit of this docunment is the pronotion of the maxi num | oca
control of planning that is allowed by state and federal law, to
encour age the nost desirable and appropriate use of land, to mnimze
t he adverse inpact of one | and use upon another, and to provide for

t he gradual anelioration of undesirable conditions.

The primary purpose of the Town Plan is to encourage the appropriate
private devel opnent of all land in the Town in a manner that wl|
pronote the public health, safety, prosperity, confort, convenience,
efficiency, econony and general welfare. The purpose is also to
provi de means and net hods of planning for the prevention or

m ni m zation of such | and devel opnent problens as may presently exi st
or which may be foreseen, and to inplenent such planni ng when and
where appropriate. (Title 24 VSA, Chapter 117, Section 4302,

par aphr ased.)

The Plan helps to define the community by |aying out the general
direction for future developnent. It also identifies |ocal needs and
desires. Each section of the Plan identifies issues and reconmends
actions to help resolve the Town's problens. This docunent, then,
attenpts to identify the areas and resources whi ch possess econom c,
historic, natural and scenic value and attenpts to set reasonable
priorities where two or nore uses or values may conflict. The Plan
provi des guidelines for orderly growmh and the intelligent appraisal
of appropriate |and use in Barnet, while maintaining a reasonabl e
flexibility to allow for the consideration of changing trends.

W are fortunate to live in a beautiful, fertile township on the
western sl ope of the Connecticut R ver Valley. Over the years since
t he founding of the town in 1763, the basic comunity structure has
been made up of small villages and famly farnms, a conbination that
has preserved our pastoral beauty through the centuries.
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2. OVERALL VI SI ON

It is our belief that the future of the Town of Barnet lies in the
conservation of our natural resources and the enhancenent of our
econom c climate, thus providing opportunities for prosperity to our
residents while preserving the rural character of the town. Al of
the plan's goal s and reconmended actions are based on five underlying
goal s of our stewardship.

They are:
A. The preservation of traditional |and uses, particularly the
remaining farns that dot our hillsides, the forest resource,
and conpact village centers.

B. The encouragenent of residential devel opnent which ensures a

variety of housing units for all inconme groups, wile
i mproving our quality of life and preserving our natural
resour ces.

C. The conscientious utilization and protection of our abundant
natural resources and recreational areas, and a recognition
of their potential economc value to the citizens of Barnet.

D. The preservation of the quality of air, water, and all comon
properties beneficial to the quality of life in Barnet.

E. The recognition that preservation of traditional |and uses,
such as agriculture, may conflict with the preservation of
common natural resource values in sone instances, both short
and long-term Resolution of these conflicts will denmand
conprom se sol utions.

The residents of Barnet are custodi ans of a town of unquestioned
natural beauty and significant resources which require diligent
attention. Through adoption and inplenentation of this Plan, the
Town's officials and its residents are exercising their best
stewardship for those resources with which nature, history, and
geogr aphy have so abundantly endowed them
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3. GOALS

Land Use Goal s:

A

B.

To pronote agriculture and farm and preservati on.

To encourage the productivity, the proper nmanagenent, and
the preservation of large contiguous tracts of forest |and
in the town.

To encourage the nmai ntenance of open | and (defined by
Vernont statute as | and unencunbered by nman-nmade
structures) with good proportions of woodl and, pasture and
tillage.

G owm h and Econom ¢ Devel opnent Coal s:

A

To encour age the devel opnent of businesses and services while
enhanci ng the econom c potential of our renewabl e natural
resources, recognizing that tourismand recreation resources
are econom c resources.

To provide for orderly growh and devel opnent at a rate which
wi Il not place an unreasonabl e burden on the town for the
provi sion of educational and other rmnunicipal services.

Water Quality Coals:

A

B.

Nat ur al

To preserve and enhance our wetl and resources.
To ensure the protection of Barnet's shorelines.

To maintain and inprove the water quality found in
Barnet's | akes, ponds and streans and spri ngs.

To enhance the recreation, scenic and natural resource
val ues of the rivers, streans and brooks in Barnet.

Areas and WIldlife Coals:

A

To identify, designate, and preserve significant natural
areas in Barnet.

To maintain the diversity of habitat and species that exists
in Barnet.
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Housi ng Goal s:

A. To ensure that residential developnent in the tow is
consistent with orderly growth and preserves the rura
character of the town.

B. To ensure a variety of housing units for all incone |evels
within the town, enphasizing when possible the rehabilitation
of existing structures.

Village | ssues Goal s:

A To encourage the |ocation of appropriate businesses and
services within villages which are conducive to village
life and within wal king di stance of the residents.

Educati on: Goal s

A To continue to provide a high quality and affordable
education to the children of Barnet.

Hi storic, CQultural and Sceni ¢ Resources (oal s:

A To protect areas and structures of historic, architectural
and cultural nerit and to preserve the visual integrity of
Barnet's villages and historic districts and individual
structures.

B. To preserve Barnet's many scenic vistas for the enjoynent
of residents now and in the future.

Recreati on Goal s:

A To enhance and co-ordinate the existing infornal
recreation opportunities in Barnet.

Transportati on CGoal s:

A. To maintain a safe and passabl e network of roads at a cost
affordable to the Town.

B. To decrease the dependence of Barnet's residents on private
aut onobi |l e transportati on whenever possi bl e.

Energy and Communi cati ons CGoal s:

A To pronote a reduction in | ocal dependence upon costly

6
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non-renewabl e energy sour ces.
4. BARNET: A COWUN TY PRCFI LE

Physi cal Attributes

Settled by Scottish immgrants, Barnet was chartered in 1763. The
town of Barnet, located at an altitude of 452 feet, occupies 27,136
acres, seven percent of the | andmass of Cal edonia County. Barnet
lies along the shore of the Connecticut R ver, the eastern boundary
of the State of Vernont. This section of the Connecticut, with its
br eat ht aki ng scenery, is considered by sone to be the best canoeing
on the river. Barnet has several |akes and ponds, including Harvey's
Lake (352 acres), which occupies a dramatic setting anong open fields
and wooded hills. Warden Pond and Jewett Pond are two ot her ngjor

wat er bodies in the towmn. Roy Muntain is the town's hi ghest peak at
2,091 feet. It is surrounded by the state-owned, 1,590 acre Roy
Mountain Wl dlife Managenment Area.

The historic Bayley-Hazen MIlitary Road passes through the town.
Fifty-four mles long, it was designed as a neans of entrance into
Lower Canada at a tinme during the Revolutionary War when it was hoped
to capture Canada as the fourteenth colony. Although it never served
an inportant mlitary purpose, the road helped to facilitate

settl ement of Barnet and ot her towns al ong the road when the war
ended.

Five villages are located within the town: Barnet, East Barnet, West
Barnet, Passunpsic at Barnet's north end and McIndoe Falls to the
south. Exit 18 of Interstate 91 is located in the town, as is US
Route 5, both of which pass through the entire |ength of Barnet.

Popul ati on

The 2000 U.S. Census of Popul ation and Housing lists a population in
Barnet of 1,690, nmaking it the fifth nost popul ous town in the
county. This represents an increase of 275 individuals or about 19
percent since 1990 when the popul ati on was 1,415. The popul ati on of
Cal edoni a County grew by 7.0 percent during the sane period. The
state grew by 10 percent overall between 1990 and 2000.

Barnet's 2000 popul ation of 1,690 persons represents 7.0 percent of
the county's total popul ation of 29,702. Barnet's population is
growing faster than all but five other tows in the county. At the
gromh rate of 19% per 10 years projected in 2000, Barnet's

popul ation in 2020 shoul d reach 2, 393.

| ncone
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Barnet’s median famly incone in 1999 was $43,403, slightly nmore than
t hat of Cal edonia County which was $42, 215 and | ess than that of the
State of Vernont which was $48, 625.

5. LAND USE: AGRI CULTURE AND FORESTRY

| nt roducti on

Barnet enjoys a heritage of agricultural production which began when
the first cow was brought to Barnet in 1775. This agricultura
heritage is intrinsic to our vision of the Town, and preservation of
the working agricultural |andscape is a major goal of this Plan. The
Pl an recogni zes that prine forested land is al so worthy of
preservation. It is the patchwork of open fields and forested
hillsides dotted with conpact villages and scattered farmhouses which
characterizes our |andscape. Preservation of the rural integrity of
Barnet is a priority of the recommended actions in this section of

t he Pl an.

Agriculture in Barnet is diverse. There are working dairy farns,
several sheep farns, commercial fruit and vegetabl e operations, horse
farnms, beef farnms, as well as | andscape stock grow ng operations and
intact farmproperties not presently in active use.

About 80 percent of Barnet's land area is forested today. Forest
gromh in the town is diverse due to its location at the junction of
t he northern hardwood/ oak and spruce/fir forests. The conbination of
this diversity and generally good soils nmake Barnet a good site for
long-termforest investnent. Mich of Barnet's forest land is
currently maintained for sustained tinber yield. Barnet's forest

| and produces a variety of wood products: saw | ogs, pul pwood and fue
chips. Barnet expects that all tinber harvesting in the town wll
conply with the Acceptabl e Managenent Practices (AMP's) required
under the State's Water Quality Statutes. The AMP's are intended to
prevent discharges, that is nud, petrol eum products and woody debris
fromgetting into our streans, ponds, |akes and rivers. They are
meant to maintain natural water tenperatures by requiring that trees
be left as buffers along streans and ot her water bodies.

To ensure sustai nabl e harvesting techni ques are used, individual
owners shoul d consider working with a professional forester to draw
up a forestry plan such as that required by the Use Val ue Apprai sal
Program

Muich of Barnet's farmand forest land is currently enrolled in the
state Use Val ue Appraisal Program Enrolled farmand forest |and
owners pay property tax based on the use value of their land with the
state reinbursing the town for the difference between use val ue and

8
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fair market value. 1In exchange for this, farmand forest |and owners
agree to pay a penalty should the | and ever be devel oped for other
uses. Mreover, forest |and owners agree to nanage the | and
according to a state approved managenent pl an.

Barnet's farmand forest |and provi des substantial econom c, soci al
and environnmental benefits to the town. Therefore, it is in the
town's best interest culturally and econonmically to encourage the
conti nuance of farmng and to preserve the rural character of the
town. From an environnental standpoint, Barnet's forest |and perforns
acritical role by collecting, cleaning, regulating and recycling the
water we drink and the air we breathe. The forest is crucial to many
wat er sheds, which in turn irrigate farm and and form wetl ands for
wildlife.

Agriculture: Goal s

Goal : To pronote agriculture and farm and preservati on.
Reconmended Acti ons:

1. Make an inventory of the town's critical farmlands based on
hi storic and exi sting use and soil categories; receiving
gifts of land for conservation purposes; recomendi ng
appropriate local farmland conservation strategies;
assi sting the planning conm ssion on natural resource
i ssues; and encouragi ng residents' understandi ng of
agricultural resources by conducting public educati onal
activities. Explore effective local incentives for farmand
forest |and protection.

2. Encourage nore | ocal marketing of agricultural and forest
products. Local consunption of |ocal products profits the
producer, the consuner and the environnent.

3. Encourage residential devel opnent when practical within or

on the edges of the villages in order to reduce devel opnent
pressure on productive agricultural |ands.

Forest Land: Coal s

Coal: To encourage the productivity, the proper nanagenent, and the
conservation of |large contiguous tracts of forest land in the town.
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Recommended Acti ons:

1. Pronote the use of "Acceptabl e Managenent Practices" (AW S)
by forest |and owners and commercial tinber harvesters
t hrough | ocally sponsored education prograns which al so
addr ess sustai nabl e harvesting techni qgues and the advant ages
of forest nmanagenent plans.

2. Encourage devel opnment within or on the edges of the vill ages
in order to reduce devel opnent pressure on productive forest
| ands.

3. The Pl anni ng Comm ssi on shoul d give special consideration to
the effects of devel opnent on critical natural resources
i ncluding wetlands, wildlife habitat, water supply sources,
and fragile natural areas.

4. 1t is recomended that avail able state technical forestry
advice be utilized by | andowners.

6. WATER QUALITY: WETLANDS, LAKES, RI VERS AND PONDS
Wet | ands

According to 10 V.S. A section 902, wetlands are those areas of the
state that are inundated by surface or ground water with a frequency
sufficient to support significant vegetation or aquatic life that
depend on saturated or seasonally saturated soil conditions.
Wet | ands may i ncl ude marshes, swanps, sloughs, potholes, fens, river
and | ake overflows, nud flats, bogs and ponds. Wtlands are

i nportant because, anong other things, they provide tenporary water
storage for flood waters, control the effects of erosion and runoff,
enhance water quality, recharge ground water, provide wildlife

habi tat, provide recreation values and contribute to conmunity open
space and sceni c beauty.

Based on National Wetland Inventory maps, Barnet has an estimted 570
acres of wetlands, which is just below the average for all Vernont
towns. It should be noted that there is likely to be additiona
unidentified wetland acreage in Barnet. In recognition of the

i nportance of wetlands to the bal ance of ecosystens, they are
protected by the State of Vernont's Wtland Rul es. However, on a

| ocal level, the preservation, enhancenent and protection of this

10
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i nportant natural resource should be a priority in |ocal conservation
efforts.

Lakes and Undevel oped Shoreline

Undevel oped shorelines offer many benefits to | ake front owners,
recreational users, visitors to the town, and to the citizens of
Barnet. Undevel oped shorelines help to maintain water quality. The
natural vegetation along shores filters sedi nent out of runoff before
it enters | akes. Many mammal s, insects, anphi bians and birds need
signi ficant amounts of undevel oped shoreline for habitat and hunting
grounds. Humans depend on these waters for recreational activities
and the quiet appreciation of nature in an undi sturbed state.

In 1992 the Northeastern Vernont Devel opnent Agency conducted an

i nventory of the undevel oped shoreline in northern Vernont. The
study identified undevel oped tracts of shoreline on | akes over 10
acres and with Iess than 50 percent wetland area. An "undevel oped
tract” was defined as having a mninumof 1000 feet of shore frontage
with a depth of 250 horizontal feet and no permanent structures or
year - round roads.

There are a total of three |akes in Barnet with conbi ned shoreline of
30,560 feet. There are two tracts which can be consi dered

undevel oped under the above definition. These tracts represent 23
percent of Barnet's shoreline, with a total of 7,019 undevel oped
feet. According to the study definition, Harvey’' s Lake contains no
undevel oped shoreline. A map of Barnet's undevel oped shoreline
appears as Appendix |11, Map Ein this Town Pl an

Table 1: Barnet's Lakes and Undevel oped Shoreline

Lake Shoreline Total (ft.) Undev. Shoreline (ft.)
Harvey’ s Lake 21, 050 0

Sarah Mbor Pond 3,061 1,507 (49%

War den Pond 6, 449 5,512 (85%

Sour ce: NVDA Undevel oped Shoreline Inventory, 1992

Note: Jewett Pond consists of greater than 50 percent wetl and acreage
and was therefore not included in the study.

Shoreline areas are inportant scenic and natural resources which
shoul d be protected. Wthout adequate protection these beautiful and
fragile environnents can be easily destroyed. Once damaged, shore

11
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| ands are not easily returned to their natural state.

Bar net has adopted Shoreline Regul ati ons whi ch have effectively
gui ded devel opnent on shoreline property.

R vers

The current denmand for the use of Vernont's rivers and riparian | ands
is unprecedented. This accelerating use is acconpani ed by a renewed
recogni tion by the people of Barnet that the natural qualities
associated with our rivers and river systens are essential to

mai ntai ning the high quality of life we enjoy.

Sportsnmen and ot her conservationists are united in their position
that river resources are not only vital to ecological vitality, but

al so have untapped economc potential in the growh of the recreation
and tourismindustries. There are a host of organizations, both
public and private, which have organi zed to i nprove pl anni ng, water
guality and other natural resource values in the Connecticut and
Passunpsi c River Watersheds. Barnet's public officials and private
citizens are encouraged to take part in these efforts to ensure that
the interests of our citizens are well represented.

Barnet is fortunate to possess a rich riverine resource. The
following table based on the 1986 Vernont R vers Study summarizes the
i nportant resources of Barnet's rivers and streans and brooks.

Table 2: The Inportant Features of Barnet's R ver Resource*

Resour ce R ver/ Br ook/ St ream

Fi sh habi t at Passunpsi c River, Joe's Brook,
Water Andric, Sutton Brook,
St evens River, Connecticut River,
Rake Factory Brook

Wl dlife habitat Passunpsi ¢ R ver, Joe's Brook,
St evens River

Nat ural Areas Rake Factory Brook, Jewett Brook,
Sutt on Brook

H storic Districts/sites Passunpsi c River, Stevens River,
Connecticut R ver

Ceol ogi c/ hydrol ogi c features Sutton Brook, Stevens River

12
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Ar cheol ogi cal Features Water Andric

Boat i ng Passunpsi c River, Connecticut R ver

Public | ands Jewett Brook, Passunpsic River,
Manchest er Brook

Endanger ed Speci es habi t at Rake Factory Brook, Connecti cut

Ri ver, Passunpsic River,
Manchest er Br ook

Source: Vernont Rivers Study, 1986, conducted by the Vernont Agency of Environnental

Conservati on

* Local authorities mght add or delete certain designations fromthis |isting.

Water Quality: Coals

Goal : To preserve and enhance our wetland resources.

Reconmmended Acti ons:

1.

The Pl anni ng Conmm ssi on shoul d seek opportunities to
informland owners about Vernont's Wetland Rules in order
to prevent devel oprment activities which are detrinental
to the resource and may be irreversible.

Coal : To ensure the protection of Barnet's shorelines.

Recommended Acti ons:

1.

For the sake of clarity, the Planning Conmm ssion shoul d
consi der including the Town's designated shorelines on the
zoni ng map.

Coal: To maintain and inprove the water quality found in Barnet's
| akes, ponds, streams and spri ngs.

Recommended Acti ons:

1.

In order to protect the water quality, wl derness
character, wildlife habitat and rare plant species, the
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on shoul d conti nue to encourage adequate
undi st urbed buffer strips around the desi gnated

undevel oped ponds and streans.

13
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2. The Pl anni ng Conmmi ssi on should work with the Lake Harvey's
Associ ation to encourage the nmai ntenance of the | ake's
water quality.

3. Encourage road construction in ways that mnimze erosion
and sedi nent ati on.

Coal: To enhance the recreation, scenic and natural resource val ues
of the rivers, streans and brooks i n Barnet.

Reconmmended Acti ons:
1. Barnet's public officials should continue to work closely

with the Connecticut R ver Watershed Joint Conm ssion in
t he devel opnent of the Corridor Managenent Pl an.

2. Devel op access sites at streamcrossings at the juncture
of town hi ghways.

3. Label stream nanes at road crossing.

7. NATURAL AREAS AND W LDLI FE

Nat ural Areas

There are places in Barnet which are quite unusual because of their
wildlife, plants, or geological features. The Roy Mouuntain Wldlife
Managenent Area is an exanple of such a place. Oten renote, quiet,
or beautiful, these places have been known and frequented for
generations. Qur increasing ecol ogical awareness and the pace of

| and devel opnent have nade these natural areas nore critical than
ever before. There are three general categories of natural areas in
Barnet: they are geol ogical, hydrol ogical and biol ogi cal features.

In 1992, the Vernont Departnent of Fish and Wldlife' s Natural
Heritage Program conpl eted an inventory of the significant biologica
areas within Barnet. Although this study is not exhaustive, it
provides a good first step at |locating areas with special natura
features such as rare or endangered plants and special wildlife
habitat. The intent of this inventory is educational, naking

| andowners aware of what they have on their |and and how t hey can
preserve and protect it.
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Wldlife

Maintaining critical wildlife habitat such as the nesting areas of
rare birds and the feeding areas of aninmals is inportant to Barnet
and should be given priority in conservation efforts.

Deer in Vernont live near the northern limt of the white-tail deer
range in eastern North Arerica. This forces deer to use very

speci fic winter habitat when severe weat her beconmes a threat to the
animal s' survival. Areas which are used year after year by deer
seeking winter shelter are called wintering areas or deer yards.

Deer yards consist of two basic conponents: the "core range”
characterized by concentrations of relatively tall, dense softwoods.
This favored habitat offers reduced snow depth, protection fromw nd
and i ncreased average tenperature and humdity. South facing sl opes
are often preferred by wildlife due to increased solar gain. The
second conponent of deer yard consists of m xed hardwood and softwood
adjacent to or within the "core range" which provides accessi bl e
browse. The State of Vernont has nade protection of these areas a
priority. On a local |evel, the Planning Conm ssion should use the
Significant Wldlife Habitat Map in Appendix 111, Map D of this plan
in an advisory fashi on when conducting site plan revi ews.

Natural Areas and Wl dlife: Goals

Goal : Preserve significant natural areas in Barnet.
Recommended Acti ons:

1. Identify natural areas within Barnet and assess their
i mportance of priority for protective action.

2. Wrk with | andowners to protect the sites which are in
private ownership.

Coal: To maintain the diversity of habitat and species that exists in
Bar net .

15
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Recommended Acti ons:

1. Areas inportant to wildlife such as beech and red oak
stands and spruce/fir forests should be identified and
mapped.

2. Appropriate State agency should sponsor a workshop for

| andowners on the enhancerment of wildlife habitat on
private | and.

8. GROMH AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT

| nt r oducti on

The purpose of planning for orderly devel opnent is to encourage and
pronote that kind of community growh which will preserve the Town's
physi cal beauty, unique character, quality of life, and the economc
wel fare of its citizens.

In recent years, much of Barnet's devel opnment has been residential,
both year-round and seasonal. This trend will probably continue and
can be conpatible with a working agricultural and silvacultura

| andscape when pl anni ng techni ques are effectively applied.

Barnet's primary econom c assets are its skilled and hard-working
peopl e, its abundant natural resources, and the beauty of its

| andscape. Qur inportant rivers provide the opportunity for

hydr opower generati on which has provi ded econom c advantage to the
town. Forests support wood-using industries vital to continuing the
econom c viability of rural economes. Forests provide the
environnent for a host of non-tinber forest activities ranging from
hunting, fishing, and viewng fall foliage to canping and water
storage. Harvey's Lake, Barnet's scenic roads, recreationa
opportunities, and the unspoiled rural |andscape attract visitors to
t he town.

W believe the economc future of Barnet lies substantially in the

wi se use of our renewabl e natural resources: the water and the | and.
Sust ai nabl e devel oprment in Barnet shoul d be based on providing a

whol esonme residential setting for those enployed in the region in
servi ces, trade, nmanufacturing and other categories and for those in
their retirenent years. The underlying strategy of a devel opnent
plan for Barnet is to plan for orderly growh which nmaintains a sound
tax base and anticipates the potential tax burdens for current and
future needs.
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G owm h and Econom ¢ Devel opnent: Goal s

Goal : To encourage t he devel opnent of businesses and services which
wi Il enhance the econom c potential of our renewabl e natural
resources, recognizing that tourismand recreation resources are
econom Cc resources.

Reconmmended acti ons:

1. Create an inventory of the existing and potenti al
recreational opportunities in the town which would
i nclude, for exanple, Harvey's Lake, existing hiking
trails and potential recreation trails.

2. Encourage a diversity of sustainable uses in the town
t hr ough zoni ng which would allow variety of | owi npact
commercial and recreational uses in a range of districts.
Exanpl es of such devel opnment woul d i nclude Bed and
Breakfast establishnents and four season recreational
centers like the Graftsbury Touring Center as well as a
vari ety of hone occupations and |ight industry.

3. Educate | ocal entrepreneurs about the availability of
smal | busi ness devel opnent services and funds.

4. No | arge, heavy industry inconpatible with the
agricultural, rural and natural resource val ues of Barnet
should be located in the town. There should be a
diversity of |ocal commercial and service enterprises and
the | ocal |abor market should be used as nuch as possible
in these enterprises.

Coal: To provide for orderly growth and devel opnent at a rate which
wi Il not place an unreasonabl e burden on the town for the provision
of educational and other nunicipal services.

Recommended Acti ons:

1. Consi der costs that may result when maki ng pl anni ng
deci si ons.
9. HOUSI NG

| nt roducti on

O great concern to the residents of Barnet is the continuing
avai lability of noderately priced housing in our community. Housing
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that is affordable for full-tine workers in enploynent, and that is
wi thin normal commuting di stance, should be avail able in Barnet.
However, this housing should not be concentrated in any one area of
the town. It has been abundantly denonstrated that undesirabl e social
trends result when |lowincone famlies are segregated into poverty
pockets at unreasonabl e distances fromjobs and services. Barnet has
shown over the years that attitudes of thrifty independence,
wor t hwhi | e soci al val ues, and hel pful nei ghborliness are fostered in
areas where no particular incone | evel predom nates.

Housi ng Characteristics

Most of Barnet's existing housing structures are | ocated near or
within the fire districts of the town. Many honmes are occupi ed by
one or two wage earners who find enpl oynment outside Barnet.

H storically, many of the small clusters of houses or hanlets

devel oped adjacent to a traditional industrial site, such as a water-
powered mll. Barnet's five villages developed this way. It is of
sone concern to the Town that with nodern transportation and better
roads, previously inaccessible sites may be considered for
residential devel opnent. The town's fire protection capability has
been upgraded to hel p neet increased denands.

Projected G owh

Popul ation projections indicate an overall population increase in
Barnet of 42 percent by 2020. This woul d suggest that the buil ding
rate in Barnet can be expected to accel erate over the next decade.

Affordability of Hone Oanership

Whet her housing is affordable for Barnet residents depends on a w de
variety of national, regional and |ocal influences including housing
sal es prices, construction costs, |land costs, nortgage interest
rates, property taxes, and the expectations of buyers and sellers in
the housing nmarket. One way to assess affordability is to determ ne
whet her the nmedian famly income in Barnet is sufficient to purchase
the nedian residential dwelling in the town. National and state
housi ng policies agree that honmeowners should expect to pay no nore
than thirty percent of their gross income on housing costs (nortgage,
i nsurance, and taxes).
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Affordability of Rental Housing

The rental housing market in Barnet is quite limted, consisting
primarily of older single-famly residences which have been

subdi vided into apartnments, and a few apartnent buildings. A
significant proportion of the rental housing stock is in
deteriorating, older buildings. The best units are difficult to
secure because of lack of availability and pricing. National and
state housing policies agree that renters should expect to pay no
nore than thirty percent of their gross incone on rent.

Housi ng: GCoal s

Coal: To ensure that residential developnent in the town is
consistent with orderly growh and preserves the rural character of
the town, and to ensure affordable housing by encouraging the
availability of lowinconme that those with | ow and noderate incones
have reasonabl e opportunities for housing, noderate income housing,
multi-famly dwellings, and accessory apartnments.

Reconmmended Acti ons:

1. In order to preserve the rural character of the town, new
housi ng shoul d be encouraged where zoning permts a higher
density of housing near the existing villages. This m ght
be achi eved t hrough encouragi ng the use of the Planned Unit
Devel oprment. However, noderate to | owincome housing
shoul d not be confined to these areas.

2. Affordabl e housi ng opportunities for | ow and noderate
income famlies should be encouraged by the devel opnent of
affordabl e single, |ow and noderate incone housing,
multifamly dwel lings, and accessory apartnents.

3. Study the feasibility of adopting a Transfer of Devel opnent
Rights programw thin the Zoning Ordi nance to encourage
devel opnent on the edges of existing villages and to
preserve open space.

4. Those seeking building permts in | ess-accessible |ocations
shoul d be nade aware that fire-fighting services for them
may be limted, as conpared to nore accessible parts of
t own.

5. The town shoul d adopt subdivision regulations that wll
allow orderly growh and the provision of munici pal
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services at an affordable cost to the comunity.

6. The Pl anni ng Conmi ssion shoul d encourage devel opnent whi ch
preserves neadow and (Il and includi ng pasturel and, hay | and
or cropland) in rural districts by encouraging siting of
new structures which are to be | ocated outside the village
districts in less visible areas al ong the edges of open
fields or in wooded areas which border them

Coal: To ensure a variety of housing units for all incone |evels
wi thin the town, enphasizing when possible the rehabilitation of
exi sting structures.

Recommended Acti ons:

1. I nformresidents about federal and state prograns for
weat heri zi ng, rehabilitation and hone financi ng by nmaki ng
the information avail abl e through the town clerks office.

2. Consider the feasibility of offering density bonuses and
ot her incentives for planned unit devel opnents (PUD s)
t hat provi de af fordabl e housi ng.

3. Single and two-famly dwellings are nost in keeping with
the historic rural character of the town. Apartnent
structures of over four units will be considered under the
provi sions of the zoning by-Iaw

4. Town aut horities should work with public and private
housi ng agencies to provi de adequate rental assisted

apartments within the village district to neet the needs
of Barnet's elderly, long-termresidents.

10. WI LLACE | SSUES

| nt roducti on

There are five incorporated villages in the town of Barnet: Barnet,
East Barnet, Wst Barnet, Passunpsic and Ml ndoe Falls. Traditional
devel opnent with honmes clustered tightly together surrounded by
farnms, forest |and, dispersed residential housing, comercia

activity and recreational areas is essential to the beauty and
traditional rural character of Barnet, and should be encouraged and
preserved. Commercial enterprise within the larger villages provides
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essential goods and services within wal king di stance of residents

t hereby enhancing village life. However, increased traffic
congestion, strip devel opnent, inharnoni ous new construction and the
| ack of affordable housing within villages are all threats to
Barnet's traditional villages.

Village |Issues: CGoal s

Coal : To encourage the |ocation of appropriate businesses and
services within villages which are conducive to village Iife and
wi t hi n wal ki ng di stance of the residents.

Recommended acti ons:

1. | dentify which commercial enterprises and essenti al
servi ces needed by the residents are currently | acking.

2. Wrk with regi onal econom c devel opnent organi zations to
encourage the |l ocation of these businesses and services
within the villages.

3. Commerci al enterprises such as stores should be | ocated
where they are convenient to the wal king public, thereby
contributing to village life and reducing the traffic
congestion which results from dependence on the
aut onobi | e.

4. Accept abl e commercial structures for the 1-91 interchange
area should be limted in nunber and carefully situated to
mai ntain the rural character of the village of Barnet.

Coal: To protect areas and structures of historic, architectural and
cultural nerit and to preserve the visual integrity of Barnet's
villages and historic districts.

Recommended acti ons:
1. Church Street should continue to be primarily residentia

in order to maintain the beauty and character of the
Village of Barnet.
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11. EDUCATI ON

The high quality and reasonabl e cost of public education in Barnet
tends to attract new residents to the community. The increased space
requi renents and other costs related to providing educati onal

servi ces may becone burdensone to the Town. The capabilities of our
school s, particularly maintaining the current student-teacher ratio,
shoul d keep pace with expanding new requirenents in order to retain
the high quality of education Barnet now provides.

Educati on: Goal s

Coal : To continue to provide high quality and affordabl e education to
the children of Barnet.

Recommended Acti on:

1. The Pl anni ng Conm ssion shoul d mai ntain communi cation with
the School Directors concerning |long-range facility needs.

Childcare in Barnet is provided by several snmall daycare services in
t he community and nei ghboring towns. There is currently one homne
daycare in Mlndoe Village and a second childcare provider in
Monroe, NH that a few Barnet famlies utilize. Community nenbers
have been exploring the feasibility of an after-school programat the
school which would serve a need for many working famlies within
Bar net .

Recommended Acti on:

1. The planni ng comm ssion shoul d encourage the devel opnent of
an adequate nunber of childcare facilities with the tow to
nmeet the needs of its residents.

2. The pl anni ng conm ssion supports the devel opnent of after

school progranms to neet the needs of working famlies within t he
comuni ty.
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12. H STORIC, CULTURAL AND SCEN C RESOURCES

The general constancy of late 18th and 19t h-century Vernont farm and
village architecture has caused the Barnet area to be visited and
phot ogr aphed by t housands of tourists who appreciate its uni queness.
Radi cal departures fromtraditional architecture are inappropriate
and shoul d be discouraged in areas where particularly fine old
bui | di ngs now st and.

Very historic houses, barns, and commerci al buil dings which have
retai ned nost of their original character should be preserved as
havi ng both historic and cultural significance. Exanples of historic
houses are the Gl braith-Kitchel House, the Thurston-Kinney Pl ace,
and the Strobridge House on West Barnet Road, a salt box. Exanples
of unusual barns are the More-WIIlis round barn, Ernest Roy's high-
drive barn, the Bail ey New Engl and-style barn, and Hoyt's Engli sh-
style barn. Exanples of the prom nent remaining comrercial buildings
are Ben Thresher's MII|, Burbank's Store (The Barnet Village Store),
Fai rbank's Store (The Dunbar hone) and the forner Ide's Feed Store.
These structures, and others, exenplify both our historic and our
cultural heritage and should be preserved for future generations.

Barnet's scenic areas and magnificent vistas are too nunerous to
list; each of us has a particular favorite. They offer pleasure to
residents and visitors alike, enjoyed fromour roadsi des and our
porches, and are an integral part of our community's identity.

H storic, Cultural and Sceni c Resources: Coal s

Coal: To protect areas and structures of historic, architectural and
cultural nerit and to preserve the visual integrity of Barnet's
villages and historic districts and individual structures.

Recommended acti ons:

1. Encourage the owners of historic structures to preserve and
mai ntain themfor posterity and continue their historic
use.

2. Encourage regul atory agencies to respect the val ue of

preserving our historical buildings and to support the
restoration of Ben Thresher's mll and wat er wor ks.
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3. The protection of existing churches, and ceneteries should
have a high priority.

4. Markers should be erected where appropriate indicating
| ocations of historic brick kilns, granite quarries, and
the Marl Kiln, and an inventory of archeol ogical sites
within the Town should be created.

Coal : To protect Barnet's nmany scenic vistas for the enjoynent of
residents now and in the future.

Recommended Acti ons:

1. Encourage the siting of residential devel opnment whi ch does
not degrade our scenic vistas.

13. RECREATI ON

Barnet offers many recreation opportunities to be enjoyed by al

ages. These include an anple opportunity for recreation, whether
enjoyed alone, within the famly, or in other small groups. Boating,
sw nm ng, water skiing, and fishing are permtted on the many high-
quality waters of the Towmn. Qpportunities for snow travel by cross-
country skis, snowshoes, and snownobil e are plentiful through
Barnet's forests and neadows. Hunters are able to enjoy easy travel,
fine scenery and gane. Bicycling, hiking, picnicking, ice skating,
snow sliding, softball and other activities are enjoyed informally by
Barnet's residents. An active program of organi zed sports
activities, including swinmng | essons and basketbal|l are offered

t hrough the school and the Harvey's Lake Beach Committee. Besides a
recreation field for soccer and basebal |, The Barnet School property
includes a Nature Trail and cross-country ski trail.

Despite many existing informal recreation opportunities, a multi-
purpose trail dedicated to outdoor recreation should be consi dered.
Abandoned railroad beds and flood plain areas on riverbanks make

i deal locations for nulti-purpose greenways. |In addition, the

i mprovenent of boating access to the Town's scenic rivers can be
conbi ned with the devel opnent of greenway trails to create a network
of recreational and transportation opportunities. As nentioned in

t he Econom ¢ Devel opnent section of this plan, existing recreationa
resources, and those yet to be devel oped, by attracting multi-season
visitors to Barnet, can nake a substantial contribution to the
econom ¢ base of the Town.
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Recreati on Goal s:

Coal: To enhance and co-ordinate the existing informal recreation
opportunities in Barnet.

Recommended acti ons:

1. Study recreation needs and work with existing organi zations
to develop greenway trails and inproved river recreation
access in Barnet.

2. Wik to obtain recreation easenents which will assure
public access for |owinpact recreation |ike fishing and
wal ki ng al ong Joe's Brook, the Steven's R ver, the Barnet
Center Road, Sara Mdore Pond, Warden's Pond and the Rake
Factory and Bony Wods ar ea.

3. As |ocal paved roads are inproved and resurfaced, the
shoul ders shoul d be wi dened to nake recreational and non-
notori zed use of these scenic roads safer and nore
attractive.

4 Conti nued co-operation between sportsnmen's groups, such as
The Vernont Associ ation of Snow Travel ers (VAST), and
private | andowners shoul d be encouraged so responsi bl e
enj oynment of nature will not be encunbered by trespassing
probl ens.

5 Devel oprent and nmai ntenance of trails in renbte areas by
public or private sector should be encouraged to provide
the opportunity for serious hiking.

6 Encourage recreational use of the Barnet Town Forest and
Roy Mountain Wl dlife Managenent Area.

14. TRANSPORTATI ON

| nt r oducti on

Barnet's geography dictates that transportation needs within its
boundari es are net al nost exclusively by the private autonobile.
Barnet residents are therefore dependent upon a well -nmaintai ned road
system Qher transportation services are avail able, though limted.
Rural Conmmunity Transportation (RCT) currently provides van
transportation to disabled, elderly or incapacitated Barnet
residents, primarily on a contract basis with |local health care and
soci al service providers. These services are available on a limted
basis for other residents on a fee-for-service basis.
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Approximately 82 mles of roads are maintained in Barnet. Many of
t hese are used by school buses, which nakes it especially inportant

that they be passable and safe. Many of the Oass Ill roads are
difficult to plow because of close banks and trees. The Town H ghway
Departnment continues to inprove Cass IlIl and Cass Il roads as noney

becones available. There is sone resistance to the change in scenery
that road inprovenents cause. Such surface inprovenents can have a
negative inpact on the scenic value of a road.

H ghways. The follow ng cl asses of highways have been desi gnhated
within the town of Barnet:

d ass | (State hi ghways nmai ntai ned by the Town) There are no
Cass | highways in the Town of Barnet.

Class Il (State-aid highways) There are 23.51 mles of state-aid
roads in Barnet consisting of Joe's Brook Road, Conerford
Road, West Barnet Road, Barnet Center , Roy Mpuntain Road,
Harvey Muntain Road and several short pieces. The
Ver nont Agency of Transportation allows the Town a
variable sumper mle per year for naintenance and
Construction of Cass Il roads.

Cass Il (Town highways) There are 58.68 mles of Town hi ghway
for which the state allows a variable sumper mle per
year for maintenance, but gives no construction costs. The
State has its own m ni nrum standards for these roads, which
frequently are not in keeping with the wi shes of property
owners because the density of traffic may not warrant
requi red upgradi ng. The unnecessary upgradi ng of a
little-used road can change the character of an
area and shoul d be carefully considered prior to approval.

Class IV (10.95 mles) No work is done, except for water crossings,
on these roads.

Legal Trails. There are at least two former town hi ghways, now known
as legal trails, in Barnet.

Interstate 91. Maintained by the State of Vernont, 1-91 runs for
approxinmately ten mles within the Town, and Exit 18 is | ocated on
the edge of Barnet Village. The right-of-way acquisition of land to
construct this highway renoved approxi mately 380 acres fromthe
Town' s tax base.
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US Route 5. A major north-south highway in the State, Route 5 |inks
four of Barnet's villages and is maintained by the State of Vernont.

Rail Service. The Railroad has been inportant to the Town of Barnet
ever since the first train arrived in 1850, linking the town with
Canada to the north, and rest of New England to the south. For over
a hundred years, the railroad took butter, cheese and mlk to market,
brought in western grain, and provided passenger service. Today, the
right-of-way is owned by the State of Vernont, which has granted an
operating | ease to the Washington Country Railroad division of
Vernont Rail Systens. Daily freight service has been restored after
extensive repairs to the line, and Morrison’s Custom Feeds is one of
the |ines biggest custonmers. There is no passenger service
avai |l abl e.

Transportation: Goal s

Coal: To maintain a safe and passable network of roads at a cost
affordabl e to the Town.

Recommended acti ons:

1. Keeping in mnd that the inprovenent or upgradi ng of roads
can have a negative inpact on the scenic value of an area,
the wi shes of adjacent property owners and the density of
traffic should be considered by the Selectnen in the
i nprovenent of Cass Il and Cass Il roads in Barnet.

Coal : To decrease the dependence of Barnet's residents on private
aut onobi |l e transportati on whenever possi bl e.

Recommended acti ons:
1. Bar net shoul d encourage the continued availability and

ext ensi on of public van service like the Rural
Transportation Corporation now provides.

2. The Town shoul d encourage the devel opnent of better
bi cycl e- pedestri an pat hways within the devel oped areas of
Bar net .

3. Maintain the commuter parking area in the vicinity of the

I-91 Interchange 18 to encourage car-pooling and to
di scour age roadsi de parki ng.

15. ENERGY AND COVMUNI CATI ONS
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El ectrical power is provided in Barnet by G een Muntain Power and
Central Vernont Public Service Corporation. Tel ephone service is
provi ded by Verizon and Fair Point Comrunications. Cable television
service is available within the village limts of Passunpsic, Barnet
Village and Ml ndoe Falls.

There is a grow ng awareness of the | ong-term econom c,
environnental, and social costs of our energy choices. The use of
energy should be an inportant consideration in |ocal decisions about
nmuni ci pal services and facilities, |and use, building standards, and
our | ocal econony.

| nprovenents in comunication nmade possible by fiber-optics and ot her
advanced comuni cation technol ogies will have an enornous inpact on
how and where business is conducted in Barnet, and in the state.
However, rural areas |ike Barnet are traditionally the |ast and | east
served with access to new technol ogies. The availability of the nost
advanced comuni cation technology is a priority for Barnet, not only
because of its econom c value to residents, but al so because it has
the potential to bring the outside world into the lives of residents.

Ener gy and Communi cati ons: (Goal s:

Coal: To pronpbte a reduction in |ocal dependence upon costly non-
renewabl e energy sources.

Reconmmended Acti ons:

1. Encour age the devel opnent of alternative energy sources in
the Town, especially renewabl e energy sources such as
wi nd, solar and hydroel ectric.

2. Continue the town policy that projects for the
construction or mai ntenance of public buildings wll
consi der energy efficiency and costs in the planning
process.

3. Encourage the building of energy efficient structures

wi thin Town by supporting the efforts of Efficiency
Vernmont and sim | ar organizations.

16. MJINI C PAL SERVI CES

Public Buildings, Facilities and Land. (These facilities can be
| ocated in Appendix |11, Map B.)
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Town Forest. The Town Forest was acquired by the Town of Barnet in
1957 and covers an approxi mate area of 196 acres. It is |located on
the east side of the Passunpsic R ver in Passunpsic and contains a
substantial stand of hard and soft wood. The area al so has a borrow
pit for gravel which serves the Town's needs. The mnunicipal |andfil
formerly | ocated here was seal ed and closed in 1992. The Town is
responsi ble for nonitoring and maintaining this area.

Roy's Mountain WIldlife Managenment Area. Located in the towns of
Barnet and Ryegate, this area is state-owned and contains

approxi mately 1,590 acres that are within the Town of Barnet. The
area is located in the south central part of Town and contains the
sunmt of Roy's Mountain, part of Jewett Pond and wetl ands south of
Harvey's |l ake to the Ryegate town line. It is nmanaged by the state
as wldlife habitat and is accessible to the public.

Harvey's Lake Beach and Picnic Area. The Harvey's Lake Beach,
traditionally called Sunny Beach, and the adjoining picnic areas,

whi ch contains a permanent picnic shelter, are situated at the north
end of Harvey’'s Lake. The beach and picnic area are bordered on the
east by the Stevens River and cover about one half the north beach
area. The area is supervised in the summer nonths and organi zed
swmmng instruction is offered. A fee is charged for the use of the
par ki ng, beach, bat hhouse and picnic area.

Town Garage and Equi prent . The Town garage and salt shed (added in
1976)are | ocated in the southeast corner of the Barnet Village Fire
District, just east of old US Route 5. This area houses al

equi pment associated with the construction and mnai nt enance of Town
roads. The existing facility has becone i nadequate for the Town's
needs.

Town Cerk's Ofice . The Town Jerk's Ofice is a two-story wood-
frame building on the east side of US Route 5 just north of the
center of Barnet Village. Recent inprovenents to this building have
increased its energy efficiency and reduced nai ntenance costs. There
i s adequate parking. The Town Ofice on the first-floor level is
open on week days from9:00 AMto 12:00 PM and 1: 00 PM 4: 30 PM Vaul t
capacity is grow ng short.

The Public Library. The Barnet Public Library was established in
1900 and funded wi th donations by Horace Fairbanks and Al bert Wrden.
The Library opened its doors above the Town Cerk’s Ofice on January
16, 1902. The Library has served the community continuously since
that day. In January of 2001, the Library noved into the first floor
of the forner Barnet Village School house. The new | ocati on al |l owed
for handi capped accessibility and provided tw ce the space. The
Library currently offers books, nagazi nes, audi o books, videos, high-
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speed wireless internet access, inter-library |oans, deliveries to
seniors, story hour, special events and public neeting space. Nearly
three times as nmany people use the library inits new location as did
in the ol d.

Town Hall. The Barnet Town Hall is located on the north side of
Church Street in Barnet Village. The Town Hall is a wood-frane
building built circa 1850. It is available on a limted basis for

soci al and recreational use. Handi capped parki ng and an access ranp
into the Town Hall are available. New and expanded uses for the
under-utilized Town Hall will be explored within the life of this
pl an.

Town School and Land. The Barnet School, conpleted in 1990 and
replacing the four village schools, and the adjoining recreation
field occupy a ninety-six acre site at 163 Kid Row, off the West
Barnet Road. It currently serves 197 students in grades PreK-8 and
tuitions 105 students to area high schools. The school Vision
Statenent follows: “Barnet School strives to be a supportive
conmunity of | earners in which every nmenber neets the highest
standards. W are becom ng |ocal and world citizens who honor the
envi ronnent, people, and cultures of the world”.

Pol i ce Protection. Town-organi zed police protection and | aw
enforcenent is limted. Accordingly, strong support should be given
the State Police, the County Sheriff, and | ocal constables. The

Cal edoni a County Sheriff provides regular highway patrol services to
t he Town.

Fire Protection, First-A d and Rescue Services. Fire protection is
Provi ded by Barnet Fire & Rescue, backed up by nutual aid from
surrounding towns. A facility built in 2004 off Binson Drive in
Barnet Village houses the majority of the fire fighting equi pnent.
There is a fire house with a punper truck and other firefighting

equi prent | ocated in Wst Barnet. The Barnet Fire and Rescue

vol unteers respond to energency nedical calls and all fire calls. 1In
addition, Barnet is served by the Cal edoni a- Essex Area Anbul ance
Service (CALEX) which provides pre-hospital emergency care.

Sol i d Waste. Wth the closing of the Town Landfill in 1992, Barnet
joined the Northeast Kingdom Waste Managenent District in order to
neet its |legal and environnental obligation to protect the public
health and wel fare under Act 78. Barnet has one supervisor and one
alternate on the District's Board. The District provides Barnet wth
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prograns for recycling, household hazardous waste coll ections, and

pl anni ng for collection and di sposal of household trash. Barnet

mai ntains a solid-waste transfer station and a recycling facility for
its residents at the end of Town Forest Road and accepts househol d
trash. There are also trash haul ers who col |l ect door-to-door for

t hose househol ders who w sh.

Sewage Di sposal and Water Supply. Barnet Village has a privately
owned water system Mlndoe Falls water systemis owned by the | oca
fire district. Passunpsic Village is served by the Town of St.
Johnsbury Water System The remai ni ng Barnet househol ds mai ntain
private water supplies. There are presently no public sewage
treatnent facilities in the Town.

Ceneteri es. The Town contributes to the nai ntenance of three
ceneteries: Stevens Cenetery, Palner Cenetery and the Pl easant Vi ew
Cenetery. Oher ceneteries include the Wst Barnet, Barnet Center,
Wal ter Harvey, and Ml ndoe Falls ceneteries.

Muni ci pal Servi ces: Goal s

Coal: To provide adequately for the health, safety and general
welfare of the citizens of Barnet.

Recommended acti ons:

1. The Sel ect men shoul d continue to plan to provi de adequate
facilities for the Town.

17. ADJACENT COVMUNI TI ES

Bar net depends on adj acent conmunities for many services. The town
is part of a nutual aid agreenment for fire fighting, the Town's high
school students all go out of Barnet for their education, and nmany of
the jobs that residents rely on are in other conmunities. Barnet has
al ways nmai ntai ned an excellent relationship with its neighbors, a

rel ationship that should continue. Mreover, the people of Barnet
recogni ze that, because the Town does not exist in isolation fromthe
region, Barnet should take an interest in planning decisions made by
adj acent comuni ties.

18. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PLAN

The following is a conprehensive |ist of actions reconmrended by this
Pl an, arranged by section for easy reference. A tine line for
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achi eving each objective is noted, as well as the public or private
entity which is nost appropriately responsible for achieving the
obj ecti ve.

Agri cul ture:

1.

Encourage nore | ocal marketing of agricultural and forest
products. Local consunption of |ocal products profits the
producer, the consunmer and the environnent.

Town-w de: on-goi ng

Expl ore effective |local incentives for farmand forest |and
protection. Strategies which mght be explored are: tax

stabilization, purchase of devel opnent rights, deeding of

conservation easenents to land trusts, |ocal transfer of
devel opnent rights (TDR) provision for the zoning byl aw.
Town-w de: on-goi ng

Encourage residential devel opnent within or on the edges of

the villages in order to reduce devel opnent pressure on

productive agricultural | ands.
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng

Forest Land

1.

Pronote the use of "Acceptabl e Managenent Practices” (AW S)
by forest I and owners and commercial tinber harvesters
t hrough | ocal ly sponsored educati on progranms which al so
addr ess sustai nabl e harvesting techni ques and t he advant ages
of forest managenent pl ans.

Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng

Water Quality:

1.

The Pl anni ng Comm ssi on shoul d seek opportunities to inform
| and owners about Vernont's Wetland Rules in order to prevent
devel opnent activities which are detrinental to the resource
and may be irreversible.

Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng

For the sake of clarity, the Planning Comm ssion shoul d
consi der including the Town's designated shoreline on the
zoning map as a Shoreline Zoning District subject to the
exi sting Shoreline Regulations in the Zoning Byl aw.
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Pl anni ng Comm ssion: 1-5

In order to protect the water quality, w | derness character
wildlife habitat and rare plant species, the Planning

Conmi ssi on shoul d continue to require adequate undi sturbed
buf fer strips around the designated undevel oped ponds and

The Pl anni ng Comm ssion should work with the Lake Harvey's
Associ ation to encourage the naintenance of the | ake's water

Barnet's public officials should continue to cooperate with
t he Connecticut R ver Watershed Joint Conm ssion in the
devel opnent of the Corridor Managenment Pl an.

Identify natural areas within Barnet and assess their

The Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on shoul d sponsor a wor kshop for
| andowners on the enhancenent of wildlife habitat on private

Create an inventory of the existing and potential recreational
opportunities in the town which would include, for exanple,
Harvey's Lake, existing hiking trails and potential recreation

3.
streans.
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: years on-goi ng
4.
quality.
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on: on-goi ng
5.
Al'l local officials: on-going
Natural Areas and WIldlife:
1.
i mport ance.
Pl anni ng Conmm ssi on: on-goi ng
2.
| and.
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: year on-goi ng
G owm h and Econom ¢ Devel opnent :
1.
trails.
Recreation Conmttee: year 2
2.

Encourage a diversity of sustainable uses in the town through
zoni ng which would all ow variety of |owinpact comrercial and
recreational uses in a range of districts. Exanples of such
devel opnent woul d i ncl ude Bed and Breakfast establishnments and
four season recreational centers |ike the Craftsbury Touring
Center as well as a variety of hone occupations and |ight
i ndustry.

Pl anni ng Conm ssion: years 2-5
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Educate | ocal entrepreneurs about the availability of snal
busi ness devel opnent services and funds.
State and regi onal econom c devel opnent agenci es: on-goi ng

No | arge, heavy industry inconpatible with the agricultural
rural and natural resource values of Barnet should be | ocated
inthe town. There should be a diversity of |ocal comercia
and service enterprises and the | ocal |abor market should be
used as nmuch as possible in these enterprises.

Sel ect men: On-goi ng; Pl anni ng Comm ssi on: on-goi ng

Housi ng:

1.

In order to preserve the rural character of the town, new
housi ng shoul d be encouraged where sewage capability permts
a higher density of housing near the existing villages. This
m ght be achi eved t hrough encouragi ng the use of the Pl anned
Unit Devel oprment. However, noderate to | owincone housing
shoul d not be confined to these areas.

Pl anni ng Conm ssi on: On-goi ng

Those seeking building permts in | ess-accessible |ocations
shoul d be nade aware that fire-fighting services for them nay
be limted, as conpared to nore accessible parts of town.

Pl anni ng Conm ssi on: on-goi ng

The town shoul d adopt subdivision regulations that will allow
orderly growh and the provision of mnunicipal services at an
af fordabl e cost to the comunity.

Pl anni ng Comm ssi on: on-goi ng

I nformresidents about federal and state prograns for
weat heri zi ng, rehabilitation and hone financi ng by nmaking the
i nformati on avail able through the town clerk’s office.

Town d erk: on-going

Consider the feasibility of offering density bonuses and
ot her incentives for planned unit devel opnents (PUD s) that
provi de affordabl e housi ng.

Pl anni ng Conm ssion: years 2-5

Single and two-fam ly dwellings are nost in keeping with the
historic rural character of the town. Apartnent structures
of over four units should be considered under the provisions
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of the zoning by-Iaw.
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng

Town aut horities should work with public and private housing
agencies to provide adequate rental assisted apartnents
within the village district to neet the needs of Barnet's
el derly, long-termresidents.

Sel ect men: on-goi ng; Pl anni ng Comm ssi on: on-goi ng

| ssues:

1.

| dentify which conmercial enterprises and essential services
needed by the residents are currently | acking.
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on: on-goi ng

Wrk with regional econonmi c devel opnent organi zations to
encourage the |l ocation of these businesses and services
within the villages.

Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng; Sel ect nen: on-goi ng

Conmerci al enterprises such as stores should be | ocated where
they are convenient to the wal king public, thereby
contributing to village life and reducing the traffic
congestion which results from dependence on the aut onobil e.

Pl anni ng Conmm ssi on: on-goi ng

Accept abl e commercial structures for the 1-91 interchange
area should be limted in nunber and carefully situated to
mai ntain the rural character of the village of Barnet.

Pl anni ng Conm ssi on: on-goi ng

Church Street should continue to be primarily residential in
order to maintain the beauty and character of the Village of
Bar net .

Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng

Educati on:

1.

The Pl anni ng Conm ssion should nmaintain comrunication with
t he School Directors concerning |long-range facility needs.
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on: on-goi ng

Hi storic, CQultural and Sceni ¢ Resources:

1.

Encourage the owners of historic structures to preserve and

35



BARNET TOW PLAN

maintain themfor posterity and continue their historic use.
H storical Society and Pl anni ng Conm ssi on: on-goi ng

2. The protection of existing churches and ceneteries shoul d
have a high priority.
Pl anni ng Conm ssion and Hi storical Society: on-going

3. Mar kers shoul d be erected where appropriate indicating
| ocations of historic brick kilns, granite quarries, and the
Marl Kiln, and an inventory of archeological sites within the
Town shoul d be creat ed.
H storical Society: years 2-5

4. Encourage the siting of residential devel opnment which does
not degrade our scenic vistas.
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng

Recreati on:

1. Study recreation needs and work with existing organi zati ons
to develop greenway trails and inproved river recreation
access in Barnet.

Sel ect men: year 2

2. Wrk to obtain recreation easenents to assure conti nui ng
public access for |owinpact recreation |ike fishing and
wal king to areas such as Joe's Brook, the Steven's R ver, the
Barnet center Road, Sara Mbore Pond, Warden's Pond and the
Rake Factory and Bony Wods area.
Sel ect nen: on-goi ng;

3. As | ocal paved roads are inproved and resurfaced, the
shoul ders shoul d be wi dened to nake recreati onal and non-
notori zed use of these scenic roads safer and nore
attractive.

Sel ect nen: on-goi ng

4 Conti nued co-operation between sportsnmen's groups, such as The
Ver nont Associ ation of Snow Travel ers (VAST), and private
| andowner s shoul d be encouraged so responsi bl e enjoynent of
nature will not be encunbered by trespassing probl ens.
Sel ect nen: on-goi ng

4. Devel oprrent and nai ntenance of trails in renote areas by
public or private sector should be encouraged to provide the
opportunity for serious hiking.

Sel ect men: on-goi ng
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Transportati on:

Keeping in mnd that the inprovenent or upgradi ng of roads
can have a negative inpact on the scenic value of an area,
t he wi shes of adjacent property owners and the density of
traffic should be considered by the Selectnen in the
i nprovenent of dass Il and dass Il roads in Barnet.

Sel ect nen: on-goi ng

Bar net shoul d encourage the continued availability and
extension of public van service |ike the Rural Transportation
Cor por ati on now provi des.

Sel ect nen: on-goi ng

The Town shoul d encourage the devel opnent of better bicycle-
pedestrian pat hways within the devel oped areas of Barnet, and
t he construction of bicycle-pedestrian | anes al ong paved t own
roads as they are inproved or repaired.

Sel ect nen: on-goi ng;

The feasibility of rails-to-trails projects for both
transportation and recreation in Barnet should be studied.
Sel ect nen: on-goi ng;

Mai ntain the comuter parking area in the vicinity of the I-
91 Interchange 18 to encourage car-pooling and to di scourage
roadsi de par ki ng.

Sel ect men: on-goi ng;

Ener gy and Conmuni cati ons:

1.

Encour age the devel opnent of alternative energy sources in
t he Town, especially renewabl e energy sources such as wood
and sol ar.

Town-w de: on-goi ng

Continue the town policy that projects for the construction
or mai ntenance of public buildings will consider energy
efficiency and costs in the planning process.

Sel ect men and School Board: on-going

Muni ci pal Servi ces:

Appropri ate expanded and alternative uses for the Town Hall
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shoul d be consi der ed.
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on: on-goi ng; Sel ect nen: on-goi ng

A nunber system eventually conputerized, has been devel oped
in order to identify quickly the precise |ocation of every
resi dence in the Town.
U. S. Governnent and Barnet Emergency Service providers:
on- goi ng

Installation of central water systens should be encouraged in
cluster devel opnents. Such water supply, when installed,
shoul d be of drinking quality.

Pl anni ng Comm ssi on and Zoni ng Adm ni strator: on-going
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APPENDI X | . TEN ELEMENTS OF CHAPTER 117

Vernont Statute Title 24, Chapter 117, as anended through 2004, is
the enabling legislation for |local |and use planning and regul ati on
in Vernmont. It requires that the ten elenents in Section 4302 be
addressed in the nunicipal plan. The following list gives the

| ocation of each elenent within the plan.

(1) A statement of objectives and policies
* The entire docunent presents policies and objectives
* Sections 1,2, 3,8, 18,

(2) A land use plan consisting of a | and use plan and maps
* Sections 1,2,3,5 and Appendi x |11

(3) A transportation plan
* Section 14 and Appendi x |11

(4 Awutilities and facilities plan
*Sections 15 and 16 and Appendices I1& 11

(5) A plan for the preservation of natural areas, and scenic and
historic features
*Sections 6,7, and 12 and Appendi x |11

(6) An educational facilities plan
* Sections 11 and 16 and Appendi x |11

(7) An inplenmentation program
* Section 18

(8) Adjacent Municipalities
* Section 17

(9) An energy plan
* Section 15

(10) A housing el enent
* Section 9
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Appendi x I'I. LOCATI ON CODES FOR SI TES, STRUCTURES AND TOMN PROPERTY COF BARNET, VERMONT
H STORI C HOUSES CHURCHES

1. 26-01-24 Hall-Sizen 33. 13-01-26 Wilter Harvey Meeting House
2. 09-02-18 Goodwillie 34. 09-02-26 Barnet Center Presbyterian

3. 04-01-07 Gl kerson Kitchel stone 35. 14-01-58 MlIndoe Falls Congregational
4. 05-02-04 Thurston-Ki nney-Wite 36. 26-01-54 Barnet Village Congregati onal
5. 08-01-63 Stuart-Strobridge saltbox 37. 20-21-21 West Barnet Presbyterian

6. 12-01-39 Hadl ey- Cookson 38. 25-01-38 East Barnet Congregati onal

7. 21-21-05.1 Lackey-Roy 39. 24-01-41 Passunpsic Bapti st

8. 08-01-51 Cross-Soners

9. 04-02-05 Shearer-Chanberlin CEMETERI ES

10. 04-02-27 McCal | um Acker man

11. 09-01-03 Laird-Carrick 40. 20-21-02 West Barnet

12. 14-01-59 Glchrist-Rider brick 41. 09-02-25 Barnet Center

13. 03-01-04 Laird-Snmith-Gay brick 42. 13-01-27 Valter Harvey

14. 26-01-47 Senator Flanders birthplace 43. 14-01-58 Mlndoe Falls

15. 12-01-04 Al exander Harvey Honmestead 44. 01-01-12 Pal mer (county)
45. 26-01-13&19 Pl easant Vi ew
WATER- PONER M LLS 46. 26-01-10 Stevens
16.09-01-54 Ben Thresher's M| FORMER SCHOOLS
17.20-21-25 1de's Gist MII
18.26-01-45 For Al Gist MII 47. 14-01-53 Ml ndoes Acadeny
48. 14-01-51 Ml ndoe Village
COWMERCI AL_BUI LDI NGS 49. 12-01-34 \Valter Harvey

50. 08-01-81 Roy
19. 20-21-21 Ritchie-Warden Gen. Store 51. 08-01-43 Four Corners

20. 24-01-18 Parks Ceneral Store 52. 04-01-67 Joe's Brook

21. 26-01-36 Johnson Shoe Shop 53. 25-01-58 Little France

22. 26-01-51 Hardware Store 54. 24-01-27 Passunpsic Village
23. 26-01-52 Fairbanks CGeneral Store 55. 25-01-41 East Barnet Village
24. 25-01-23 G Ifillian General Store 56. 26-01-60 Barnet Village

25. 26-01-37 Burbanks Store 57. 01-01-11 County

I NNS_AND TAVERNS ACRI CULTURAL STRUCTURES
26. 26-01-18 dd Honestead 58. 09-01-06 Warden G anary

27. 05-01-03 Cushman-WI ey 59. 25-01-49 Bailey Barn

28. 24-01-20 Passunpsic Hotel 60. 08-01-75 Ernest Roy Barn

29. 23-01-55 Hawes Tavern 61. 05-01-41 More Round Barn

30. 25-01-12 Roy MII| Boarding House 62. 04-01-54 Hoyt Barn
63. 20-21-08 West Barnet Creanery

QUARRI ES AND KI LNS 64. TH #34 St one Livestock Underpass
31. 09-01-24 Warden Marl Kiln
32. 21-21-05.1 Sonmers' Hll Quarry
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65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.

05-01-15 & 22
09-02- 40
09-02- 41843
20-21-44
22-01- 27
26-01-21
26-01-33
26-01-61

UL 20-21-21.01
26-01-1
24-01-50
09-02- 45
26-01-60
22-01-30

BARNET
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Town Forest/Ilandfill
Land . 92A +/ -

School

Beach

Town Gar age

Town Cerk's Ofice and Library

Monunent

Town Hall and Fire Station

West Barnet Rescue Buil di

ng

Lot across from Town Clerks Ofice
Gas station in Passunspic

Lot on Anderson Street

Li brary & Historical Society

Fire Station
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