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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The “Head of Church Street” Historic District comprises the prominent visual environment at the termination of the major 
business Street in downtown Burlington. The view of the church is effectively framed by the Masonic Temple and Richardson  
Building, two dissimilar but compatible structures, and the quality of weightiness and magnitude of the latter buildings provides  
a striking contrast to the delicate quality of the church. The Unitarian Church, opposite the end of Church Street, is visible 
along the length of the street, and provides a focal point for the area. Directions are frequently given in relation to the church.
The significance of the district is enhanced by the architectural quality of the three buildings. The Unitarian Church (1816) is  
the work of a master architect, Peter Banner. There is evidence that Charles Bulfinch supervised or amended Banner’s plan.  
The Masonic Temple (1898) and the Richardson Building (1895) are among the outstanding late 19th century commercial W 
buildings in downtown Burlington. The Masonic Temple is the design of John McArthur Harris of the firm of Wilson Brothers  
and Company of Philadelphia and was constructed to be the state headquarters for the Grand Masonic Lodge of Vermont.  
The Richardson Building was intended to quarter Burlington’s largest department store. The scale, quality, and articulation of  
the buildings reflect the intended importance of their functions, and accordingly, both structures were constructed in the finest  
and most popular styles of commercial architecture of their day The existence of the Masonic Temple and Richardson 
Building furthermore suggests the emergence of Burlington as Vermont’s major metropolitan center, and their placement at  
Church and Pearl Streets emphasizes the historical importance of that business center.
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