
Major Ira Day
Williamstown, Vermont Applicant: Joshua Blouin, 

great-great-great-great-grandson

Major Ira Day
Hosteler and Turnpike Investor

Ira Day (1777-1853) was one of the earliest settlers of South Barre. A 
prominent tavern and storekeeper, he was the town’s first postmaster 

(1801), operated a grist mill on Stevens Branch, and served as a director of 
the Bank of Montpelier. In 1803, Day chartered a turnpike through the 

Williamstown gulf that would become the main thoroughfare to 
Massachusetts. The successful turnpike, finished in 1825, enabled the 
efficient shipment of goods throughout New England. The Marquis de 

Lafayette traveled on the turnpike and visited Ira Day’s tavern during his 
1825 tour of the U.S. With Mahlon Cottrell, Day owned the Pavilion Hotel 

in Montpelier, and created the first stage and mail route between 
Burlington and Boston.
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Barre Times, July 18, 1931

Major Ira Day, oil on wood,  c. 1820

Major Day was not only a 
tavern keeper and 
storekeeper but he also was 
part owner of the mail and 
stage  route between Boston 
and Montreal.  He owned 
farm lands and a grist mill.

He was described “as a small, 
dried up man but wiry. In his day 
he was considered well off.”



Barre Times, July 18, 1931

Described as “a large 
brick structure…. Major  
Day’s Tavern  was more 
or less imposing….”

In the parlor were three mirrors, 
one large center mirror and two 
smaller flanking mirrors. When 
the mirrors were removed, a 
striking painting on the wall 
which was a representation of an 
English castle, with young 
people wandering beautiful 
terraces.

Secret cellar in house,  later 
filled with potatoes that one day 
disappeared and fell into a sub-
cellar…. “That was the first the 
public had known about the 
secret compartment in Major Ira 
Day’s tavern building.”

Williamstown Center Turnpike,  November1803 Act



Elmwood Cemetery, Barre, VT

This stone is erected in memory of a 
beloved husband & father, Major Ira 
Day, who departed this life Oct. 2, 
1853, in the 76th year of his age.  

Major Ira Day, veteran of War of 1812
• Son of Private Benjamin Day, Jr,  American Revolution/ 

with Capt. Joseph Parkhurst Company/one of original 
grantees of Royalton

• Grandson of Captain Benjamin Day, Sr., 3rd CT 
Company in French and Indian War in 1750

• 5x great-grandfather of Robert Day, traveled to 
Massachusetts in 1634 and first settler of Hartford, CT
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Major Ira Day
Hosteler and Turnpike Investor

Ira Day (1777-1853) was one of the earliest settlers of South Barre. A 
prominent tavern and storekeeper, he was the town’s first postmaster (1801), 

operated a grist mill on Stevens Branch, and served as a director of the Bank of 
Montpelier. In 1803, Day chartered a turnpike through the Williamstown gulf 
that would become the main thoroughfare to Massachusetts. The successful 

turnpike, finished in 1825, enabled the efficient shipment of goods throughout 
New England. The Marquis de Lafayette traveled on the turnpike and visited Ira 
Day’s tavern during his 1825 tour of the U.S. With Mahlon Cottrell, Day owned 

the Pavilion Hotel in Montpelier, and created the first stage and mail route 
between Burlington and Boston.
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Green Mountain Perkins Academy
South Woodstock, Vermont Applicant: Green Mountain Perkins Academy Board

Green Mountain Liberal Institute

Green Mountain Liberal Institute was chartered in 1848, with 
backing from the Universalist Church. It provided secondary 

schooling to men and women ages 15 to 20. Pupils from the area 
and throughout the Northeast boarded out in nearby homes. The 
ringing bell announced the start of classes in the sciences, music, 
art, astronomy, and history. Greek and Latin were mandatory for 

a Classical education. 

The first commencement was held in 1854 for ten students, with 
successive classes reaching 200. Many went on to college, most 

notably Tufts and Dartmouth. The school educated future 
farmers, craftsmen, teachers, physicians, judges, businessmen, a 

gubernatorial candidate, and assistant secretary of the Navy.
(continued on other side)
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Green Mountain Perkins Academy

(continued from other side)

Land for the “liberal & scientific institute” was donated by Royal Cottle, 
a successful farmer. Local carpenter Otis Wood built the Greek Revival-

style school building. In 1869 the name was changed to the Green 
Mountain Perkins Academy, in recognition of a bequest by Gaius 

Perkins, a tanner, shoemaker, and president of the Academy’s board of 
trustees.

With the advent of public high schools, attendance declined, and the 
Academy closed in 1898. Subsequently the building has served as the 
local grange, community hall, and South Woodstock’s historical center 
and museum. The interior was preserved much as it appeared in the 

1880s with original desks, schoolbooks, maps, and portraits of the staff 
and students.
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Green Mountain Perkins Academy

(continued from other side)
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