2026 HUD Annual Action Plan Update 
Public Hearing
Monday, March 30, 2026, from 4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
DRAFT Meeting Notes
Attendance:  
Ann Karlene Kroll, Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD)
Brett Chornyak, Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD)			
Juliann Sherman, Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD)


Presenters:  
Nathan Cleveland, Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD)
Lily Sojourner, Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO)
Ron Rupp, Vermont Housing & Conservation Board 

Discussion:

Nathan Cleveland opened the second Public Hearing for the required 2026 HUD Annual Action Plan at 4:33 p.m. and noted that there were no members of the public in attendance at the start of the meeting.  Nathan noted that the purpose of this public hearing to listen to residents views about the state 's housing, economic development, homelessness, public facility and public service non housing development needs as well as ideas for grant activities that the state should consider funding for the next program year beginning July first 2026 through June 30th 2027.

Nathan noted that the Con Plan and annual action plan outlines the priorities for the use of approximately $11 million in federal funds provided to the state of Vermont through the Community Development Block Grant program, Home Investment Partnership program and Emergency Solutions Grant program; and $3 million from the National Housing Trust to develop housing that is affordable to extremely low and very low income households.  The plan also serves as Vermont 's application to HUD for these funds.

The goals of the plan are to provide decent affordable housing, ensure a suitable living environment and expand economic opportunity for Vermont citizens.  Nathan noted that there have been no public comments received by DHCD.  The draft Annual Action Plan is posted to the DHCD website and there will be a thirty day comment period after today’s public hearing that will end on Wednesday, April 29, 2026.  The goal will be to have the final draft of the action plan completed by May 8, 2026 to be submitted to HUD for their review and approval by May 15, 2026.  There will be an Advisory Board meeting following today’s public hearing.  

Lily noted that there are no new proposed changes to the administration of the ESG funding.

Ron noted that VHCB had received $5 million grant through HUD for lead paint grant program that will cover at least a four-year period.  He noted that additional HUD funding though the HOPWA is expected to continue in the 2027 program year.  

Nathan noted that DHCD is tracking potential changes to HUD funding programs that may result from the Federal 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act.  

Nathan asked for additional comments; and hearing none the public hearing was closed at 4:55 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by 
Nathan Cleveland, DHCD 


