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4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:
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__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
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Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s) X

District

Site

Structure

Object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __ N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION/School
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Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: brick, granite, wood

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

Barre’s Ward 5 School occupies a '2-acre parcel amidst a small residential neighborhood
south of VT Route 62, on a hillside a half mile west of Barre’s downtown commercial core.
Architect F.A Walker designed the school and C.L. Bugbee constructed the building between
1900 and 1901 to serve the expanding neighborhood consisting primarily of Italian
immigrants moving to Barre to work in the Granite industry. In 1960 the school was
expanded with a modest addition to the west. The school is a two-story, five-by-four bay,
brick veneer building with a tall granite foundation, and dormered hip roof. A plainly
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detailed, one story, three bay addition extends from the west elevation with a high concrete

foundation and brick clad walls. The school’s main block features distinct granite
components in its tall, quarry-faced foundation, heavy windows sills, and polished round
columns supporting the fagade entrance porch. Decorative brickwork appears in quoins and
jackarch lintels. Original double-hung windows remain throughout the upper stories. This
school is an example of a “Multiple Classroom School” type as defined in the “Educational
Resources of Vermont” Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF). Although it is no
longer functioning as a school the building retains its historic integrity. The building was
rehabilitated in 2024 and preserved the exterior with only minor alterations and retained the
corridors, staircases, classroom sightlines and distinctive interior doors and woodwork,
including the slate chalkboards.

Narrative Description
Location and Setting

The Barre Ward 5 School is located at 4 Humbert Street in Barre, approximately a quarter
mile west of the intersection of Vermont Route 302 (Main Street) and Vermont Route 62.
The building is centered on a 1/2-acre parcel of land amid a small residential neighborhood
on the south side of Route 62 on a hill above the downtown. The school parcel was leveled
for its construction in 1901, but the terrain generally slopes upward to the south, away from
Humbert Street.

In front of the school is a broad, paved parking lot on the Humbert Street side with space for
ten cars. Surrounding the paved lot on three sides is a row of cedar trees cresting a grassy
slope that descends to the surrounding streets. Plain concrete stairs (2024) with simple tubular
metal railings ascend the Humbert Street incline up to the parking area and is aligned with the
fagade entrance. Sections of black painted chain link fence are in place in front of the cedars
where the grade is steeper at the northwest corner. A paved driveway rises from Belvidere
Street to access the paved handicapped spaces behind (south of) the building, then along the
building’s east elevation to access the front parking lot. The new accessible ramp and
freestanding metal mailboxes is located on the south rear side of the building by the
handicapped parking. Connecting the addition’s basement level west elevation to Comolli
Street is a plain concrete path. A neighboring frame house and garage are closely sited behind
the west side of the south elevation.

Exterior Description — 1901 Main Block
The Colonial Revival school’s brick fagade faces slightly east of north but is described as

north for the purposes of clarity. The school is a two-story, five-by-four bay, brick-veneer
building with a dormered hip roof clad with asphalt shingles. The wide eaves of the roof are
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ornamented with curved wood brackets. Distinctive masonry highlights the main block

elevations, including an irregular coursed, quarry faced Barre granite foundation with tooled
joints, capped with a twelve-inch tall, quarry faced, granite course with beveled upper edge.
Running bond brick veneer walls are punctuated by five course-tall brick corner quoins.
Windows are set into the brick walls with rectangular stock brickmolds, heavy, quarry-faced
granite sills, and brick jackarch lintels.

The primary entrance to the 1901 school building is centered on the facade and sheltered under
a hipped roof entrance porch supported by round, polished granite, Tuscan order columns.
Quarry-faced granite side walls with a smooth granite cap support the columns and flank the
concrete entry stairs. Inboard of the stone side walls are pairs of modern metal railings with
metal pickets; the outer railing abut the stone sidewalls and the inner railings are tubular
handrails with support posts embedded in the concrete steps. As the original doors were
already gone the 2024 rehabilitation installed doors with a more compatible design. The
entrance now consists of a pair of modern replacement doors, each with a two-thirds light over
a single, square, raised panel. Flanking the entrance doors are wide sidelights, consisting of
upper two thirds lights over original square raised panels. A secondary entrance is located at
the north end of the east elevation, comprising a half-light over single recessed-panel door
topped by a single-light transom and accessed by a wide granite block step.

With few exceptions, the regularly spaced windows are original six-over-two, double-hung
wood sash set in brick molds. On the fagade six windows are on the second floor aligned above
the central entrance flanked by four windows, two on each side. Eight windows light the
interior on the east elevation, four per floor and evenly spaced across the elevation except the
northernmost on the second floor which is lowered, and the northernmost on the first floor
which is shorter and next to the side entrance. Windows across the south, rear elevation consist
of ten on the first floor with six of them closely spaced in the western bays and eight windows
on the second floor. The one-story east addition covers the first floor of the main block’s west
elevation; on the second floor are three evenly spaced windows; a fourth opening in the north
bay has been partially bricked-in and fitted with replacement sash.

Basement window openings are fitted with a combination of six-light awning sash replacement
windows modeled after the originals, granite infill, or mechanical components. The four
basement windows on the front are all fitted with window sash. The east side has three
openings, all infilled with mortared granite, the southernmost with a small louver insert. The
rear, south elevation basement level has six openings in the foundation: the westernmost three
are filled with awning windows, and the three openings to the east are infilled with stone with
a variety of smaller openings for mechanical equipment.

The exterior wood detailing is uniformly designed at the open eaves of the entrance porch, main
roofline, and the three roof dormers, two on the north elevation and one on the south elevation.
In all cases, wide planked wood overhangs are decorated with evenly spaced solid curved
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brackets. Above the brackets the fascia is capped with an ogee molding under the drip edge.
Below the brackets is a two-piece frieze banded in the middle by a simple molding. North
elevation dormers each have a pair of openings with simply molded surrounds. In each case, the
inner openings are fitted with replacement, three-over-two double-hung windows per the original
design, and the outer openings are fully infilled with louvers. The single, south elevation dormer
has similar window and louver-filled openings. A plainly detailed brick chimney rises through
the center of the roof peak, with a rectangular section to the north, and a shorter, square section
to the south protected by a standing-seam covered hip roof.

Exterior Description — 1960 West Addition

The west brick addition is one-story with a full daylight walkout basement and is simple in its
detail compared with the main block. Its design is referential to the main block design, with its
symmetrically arranged facade, brick veneer walls, common height of its plain concrete
foundation which is pierced by similarly designed basement windows, and matching brick
quoins at the corners. The two-story west elevation is fully clad in brick with a header course
demarcating the first floor and the basement level. The flat, membrane covered roof is edged
with metal coping and allows the main block, second floor windows to be fully exposed.

The addition has three entrances. The north fagade main entrance door is a replacement three-
light over raised-panel design with a heavy concrete sill which was part of the original entrance
porch floor. The porch and concrete steps have been removed, and the door is no longer
operable. A second entrance with a replacement one-half light over square raised panel door
accesses the basement level of the east elevation which is fully exposed due to the lower grade.
On the rear, south elevation, a door matching the north elevation door is accessed by a 2024
accessible ramp on concrete piers, with a composite deck and wood railing. The deck is accessed
at the handicapped parking spots at the southeast corner of the main block. Sheltering the south
door is modern porch with shed roof supported on square wood posts. The wood railing opens
for stairs to the east and a paved path toward the handicapped parking area.

Addition windows generally match the design of the main block. Flanking the north entrance
door is a pair of original six-over-two wood sash windows set in brick molds, with brick rowlock
lintels and brick sills. Basement windows are aligned with the upper windows and comprise
awning style, six light windows per the main block design. The west elevation lowers to street
level to expose the addition’s two full stories. Twelve, six-over-two windows appear on this
elevation, seven regularly spaced across the first floor and five on the lower floor with three
north of the entrance door and two south of the door. The south, rear elevation is fenestrated by a
pair of windows at the west end of the first floor, and a pair of six-light awning windows set into
the basement concrete wall.

Interior Description

The Old Barre Ward 5 School was rehabilitated in 2024-2025. The layout now contains nine
units of affordable housing carefully designed to retain the historic circulation pattern. There are
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five apartments in the main block and four in the addition. The historic integrity of materials,
design, workmanship, and feeling of the old school building interior is intact. The main block
was originally arranged on the first and second floors with common, east-west oriented corridors
at the front, north side of the building and two large classrooms on the south side, accessed from
the front corridors. At each end of the corridors are the historic staircases which were carefully
preserved and repaired. The common corridor spaces were also preserved and each of the four
main block classrooms now houses a single two-bedroom apartment. The main block basement
area also had the common east west corridor at the north side which has been retained; the rest of
the basement was historically used for bathrooms, storage, and mechanical purposes. The main
block basement now has a single one-bedroom apartment in the southwest corner; the rest of the
space being used for storage and mechanical rooms. The addition historically had a single large
room at the basement and first floor, for a gym/cafeteria and classroom respectively. Each of
these two rooms now contains two one-bedroom apartments, for a total of nine apartments.

The original interior doors, trim, wainscoting, and maple flooring remain in place. The
wainscoting, both varnished and painted, is consistently trimmed with flat stock baseboards and
cap moldings, the latter with an upper quarter round finish. Wainscotting is lower in height on
walls that included chalkboards. Windows and doors retain their original trim components
comprising flat stock casings with medallion corner blocks. At the sills, windows retain their
bullnosed stools and aprons. Trim for new openings is simple plain stock that is slightly narrower
than the historic casing.

The first-floor main entrance accesses a shallow vestibule with wainscoted side walls; the
interior vestibule wall has sidelights mirroring those of the exterior and features the original
diamond patterned lights. Commercial carpet covers the vestibule floor. Both the first and second
floor corridors retain their original full width configurations across the north side of the building,
their maple strip flooring, historic door and window trim, and wainscoting that protects the walls
on four sides. In each case, four doors are set into the hallway south walls, two doors accessing
each of the four apartments. Each door has a fixed transom light with fire rated glass; the door
comprises two vertical panels between the single upper horizontal panel, and the two lower
horizontal panels. The eastern and westernmost doors are fixed shut on each floor and are
inoperable, the doors closer to the hallway center access the apartment interiors.

At each end of the main block common corridors are the original staircases that ascend from the
basement level to the second floor. Each has painted wood risers and treads, molded handrails,
and lathe-turned balusters. At the first floor the railings are connected at robust, square-sectioned
newel posts with tall square bases under a molded trim band, and capitals with medallion blocks
appearing on four sides with a molded cap. Between the base and capital the shaft is chamfered
and fluted on each side. A code-compliant metal handrail rises up the staircase outside walls,
bolted to the walls through the wainscoting. Newel posts at the two intermediate landings in the
three-flight rise to the second floor, and two more at the second-floor landing level, are simpler
in design, comprising a short square base, and a tall shaft fluted and round topped on four sides
under a raised round medallion top. The second-floor landing is protected by simple metal guard
rails fastened to the floor. At the basement level, the west staircase is enclosed but retains its
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turned balustrade, molded handrail, and the same newel post as the first floor. The east side
staircase is also enclosed below the first floor, but the railing has been replaced with modern
materials.

Layouts of the two first floor and two second floor apartments in the main block are very similar.
In each case, five rooms are arranged north and south of full-width, east-west oriented hallways.
Flooring is uniformly maple hardwood strip, except for the bathrooms which are sheet vinyl.
Both the outside walls and original demising walls between the apartments (former classrooms)
retain their historic wainscoting, door and window casings, historic doors, and most of their slate
chalkboards. Because each room in each apartment has at least one historic wall, historic features
are extant in all the apartment rooms other than the bathrooms. Several examples highlight this
fact: in the northeast room in the first-floor east apartment, historic wainscoting appears on the
north and east outside walls, and a historic door and window with original casings appear on the
north and east walls respectively. In the room to the south, wainscoting and historic windows
appear on the outside walls in their original locations. In the kitchen of this apartment, sections
of original slate chalkboards and wainscoting are extant on the west and north walls, as is the
historic door and transom on the north wall. In the first-floor west apartment, the slate
chalkboard runs along the north wall in the kitchen and adjoining dining room, over the historic
wainscoting. The middle bedroom in the first-floor west apartment touches a short section of
outside wall, but the historic windows, trim, and wainscoting are present on that wall.

The second floor has the same pattern of historic features on the outside and original demising
wall between the apartments. On this floor, however, most of the wood features have not been
painted and retain their original varnished appearance. For example, the northeast room of the
second-floor east apartment shows varnished maple flooring, wainscoting, the historic entrance
door with transom, and a section of slate chalkboard between the door and the west partition
wall. Likewise, the bedroom to the south shows varnished hardwood and wainscoting. Looking
north into the kitchen of the second-floor east apartment the view shows historic wainscoting on
the original east demising wall, and a varnished door with transom, and a section of slate
chalkboard on the north wall. Continuing, the south and west walls in the southwest room of the
second-floor west apartment show the original varnished wainscoting across those walls and
painted window casings surrounding the restored six-over-two wood sash windows.

The main block basement generally retains the layout of the north side common corridor which
accesses rooms to the south as seen on the upper floors, but the utilitarian spaces have been
modernized with drywall walls and drywall or acoustic tiled ceilings, solid core doors, and vinyl
sheet flooring. Stairs to the upper floors are located on each side of the corridor, the west side
stair retaining its historic railing as earlier described. At the east end of the basement is a room
for tenant storage accessed from the hallway, and mechanical rooms for electrical, furnace, and
pellet storage accessed by a small corridor along the east wall. At the west end is a new, one-
bedroom apartment accessed from the main corridor. Three historic window openings in the
south wall foundation fitted with new six-light windows provide natural light into the living
room, kitchen, and bedroom spaces. Between the apartment and the tenant storage are rooms for
laundry and janitorial storage.
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The unfinished main block attic is accessed via ladder through a hatch in the second-floor
north side hallway. The brick chimney rises through the middle of the space. On either side of
the chimney are three, evenly spaced, east-west oriented wood trusses, the type being
described by timber framing expert Jan Lewendowski as "queen rod truss with a captive king
rod truss". The polygonal top chords measure eight inches by ten inches and support six inch
by eight-inch purlins under two-inch by eight-inch rafters on sixteen-inch centers. Also visible
in the attic are the plank roof decking and diagonal wall boarding seen below the raised wall
plate. The original framing remains intact but purlins and outer truss diagonals have been
reinforced with laminated veneer lumber planks. Cellulose insulation has been blown over

the floor between the joists.

Each of the 1960 addition’s two floors have been converted to two apartments. At the basement
level a hallway at the west end of the main block ramps down several inches to the west before
turning south, then west again to connect with the west wall exterior entrance. South and north of
this hallway are L-shaped, modern apartments constructed in the 2024-2025 rehabilitation but
few historic features were present in these spaces prior to the rehabilitation. Walls and ceilings
are uniformly drywall covered, and floors are covered in sheet vinyl. The south apartment
ceilings bevel upward at the south outside walls to expose the full height of the windows set in
the foundation. In the north apartment, the north wall ceiling openings are only the width of the
foundation windows but provide natural light into the interior spaces. In both apartments, the
full height of the west wall windows are exposed and retain their flat stock casings, bullnosed
stool, and plank apron. On the addition first floor, the north and south apartments are accessed
from a small vestibule off the modern hallway along the east wall. Like the basement level, both
apartments were constructed in the 2024-2025 rehabilitation and have drywall walls and ceilings,
sheet vinyl covered floors, and solid core doors. However, the first floor of the addition retains
its seven, six-over-two double-hung windows along the west wall and two on each of the north
and south walls allowing ample natural light into the two apartments. In each case the windows
retain their flat stock casings with bullnosed stool and aprons.

To conclude, there have been few alterations to the building since it was constructed and the key
characteristics that convey the building’s historic significance are preserved, with a high degree
of integrity. Notably, they include the facade symmetry, granite and brick exterior features, wood
trim, and the original windows, interior hallways, and historic stairs.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

% C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Education

Architecture
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Period of Significance
1901-1960

Significant Dates
1960
1901

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
F.A. Walker
C.L. Bugbee

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Ward 5 School is locally significant as a representation of the growth and modernization of
public schools in Vermont at the turn of the nineteenth century. This school is an example of a
“Multiple Classroom School” type as defined in the Educational Resources of Vermont Multiple
Property Documentation Form (MPDF). The Colonial Revival school exemplifies the design
program of “modern” school buildings constructed during this period.

It is significant under Criterion A for its associations with the provision of education in Barre and
reflects Vermont’s broad pattern of the history of education. It was also an essential civic
building in Barre and reflects Barre’s late nineteenth and early twentieth century rapid growth
propelled by the granite industry. The school is a testament to Barre’s transition from smaller
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district schools to the more centralized ward system. The school served as a social and
community hub in the surrounding community, largely populated by Italian immigrants in the
period 1880 — 1920. The 1960 addition conveys the population pressures on schools across the
country to accommodate the mid-twentieth “Baby Boom™ and the school’s adaptation to
accommodate overflowing classrooms.

It is also significant under Criterion C for its Colonial Revival-style architecture and turn-of-the-
century modern school design with the large classrooms, high ceilings, and ample windows
required by the evolving state standards for public schools.

The building retains strong historic integrity specifically of design and feeling, conveying its
historic character and important educational attributes from the period of significance. The
school is significant for the period 1901 to 1960. This includes the original construction in 1901,
and the west addition constructed in 1960. The school operated continuously to provide
education to children in Ward 5 from its construction in 1901 to its closure in 1995 when
education of Barre’s elementary and middle school children was consolidated in a new school
campus south of the downtown. The property is nominated for the NRHP under the Educational
Resources of Vermont MPDF (1993) and meets the Registration Requirements.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

The new Ward 5 School was the third among a group of seven elementary schools built in Barre
City between 1897 and 1914 in response to rapid population growth in the City related to the
booming granite industry and the State’s mandate for adoption of the “town system” for schools.
Centrally located in the Ward 5 community of mostly Italian immigrants who worked skilled
jobs in the nearby granite sheds, the school represents the significant and lasting impact of new
Americans in Barre. The school’s orderly, imposing, Colonial Revival design and multiple
classroom layout also reflect Vermont’s late 19" century focus on formalizing the provision of
education.

Barre Growth

The Town of Barre was chartered to William Williams and sixty others on November 6, 1780 as
Wildersburgh. Early settlers arrived from New Hampshire and Massachusetts and typical of
early development the community established saw and grist mills and bartered for what they
could not produce. This development pattern changed in Barre after the discovery of massive
deposits of finely grained and uniformly colored granite shortly after the War of 1812 and the
construction of the railroad in 1875 facilitated a monumental boom in the Barre granite industry.

Barre’s first granite quarry opened in 1814. The granite industry achieved steady but limited
growth in the following decades due to challenges of transporting the heavy stone on horse-

Sections 9-end page 13



United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Old Ward 5 School Washington VT

Name of Property County and State
drawn carts down steep hills outside the city core to the cutting sheds.! Prominent projects
around the country used Barre granite including the Vermont State Capitol in Montpelier. Fueled
by immense deposits of economically valuable stone, growth of the industry relied on
immigrants from Europe where the stone working trade was well established and skilled
tradesmen were willing to travel for new opportunities.

Limited means of transporting the stone limited the growth of the industry, and the first shed
designed specifically for stonecutting only opened in 1867. As shown on the 1873 Beers Map of
Barre it is apparent that the immediate area around the future Ward 5 School had not yet been
developed, with only scattered houses constructed at that time.

The arrival of the Montpelier & Wells River Railroad in Vermont in 1873 and rail service into
Barre in 1875 propelled Barre’s granite industry into exponential growth. After the line was
constructed, the number of companies cutting granite rose to over one hundred with stone from
over thirty-five quarries, and the population between 1880 and 1890 tripled in size, from just
over two thousand to almost seven thousand.? Nationwide shipping of bulk and carved granite
would become possible, and the stone was in high demand for its strength and beauty. Dozens of
quarries and stone sheds were opened to meet the demand, with Barre emerging as the
undisputed Granite Capital of the World?>.

Waves of immigrants from Europe and Canada flooded into Barre to meet the industry’s demand
for labor. Workers came from Italy, Scotland, Spain, and the Scandinavian countries, many of
them trained in quarrying or working stone. Scottish immigrants excelled in quarrying and
engineering while Spanish immigrants were skilled in stone splitting. Northern Italy was
particularly important to Barre’s granite industry as a source of carvers trained in the classical
techniques and carving intricate designs.* With these advanced skills the Italians were typically
employed to work in the carving sheds at higher wages instead of in the actual quarries. The
influx of skills and innovation swelled the diversity of available granite products and made the
industry more efficient.

The influence of immigration into Barre extended beyond the granite boom, expanding existing
neighborhoods and creating new ones — many comprising tight knit cultural communities. The
bulk of Italian immigration to Barre began in the late 1880’s, expanding rapidly through the early
twentieth century. The first wave were largely single Italian men who came to find work and a
place to live. Once established, they would send back for their families to join them. Housing for
granite workers came in all forms, from renting rooms in private homes, to group lodging in
boarding houses, to apartments and duplexes, to single family homes. Single men would often

1 Bill Gove, the Sky Route to the Quarries: History of the Barre Railroad (St.
Johnsbury, VT 2004

2 Barre City Directory, 1890

3 Alexander, William. Vermonter.com: A Brief History of Vermont’s Granite
Industry

% Digital Vermont: Vermont Historical Society - Barre Italian Life 1890-1920
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initially stay in boarding houses run by older Italian women or families, but many would go on to
buy houses.

The housing boom associated with immigration into Barre is reflected in the numbers, including
six hundred homes constructed in Barre between 1881 and 1893, shortly before the construction
of the Ward 5 School. Over one hundred houses were constructed in the year 1900 alone, one
year before the school was built. Overall, the city’s population grew from two thousand in 1880,
to ten thousand in 1910.° It was within this period of rapid industrial expansion and the
associated influx of immigrants that Barre Village became the City of Barre and the large area of
hamlets surrounding the city center became Barre Town.

Barre Schools

With the influx of residents the demand for education swelled, as noted in Russell Belding’s
1990 Vermont College thesis where he wrote: *

“The tales of a stone cutting center in the land of opportunity must have quickly gotten back to
the countries about the Mediterranean, and between 1880 and 1910 Barre’s population
experienced (by Vermont standards) phenomenal growth. On the verge of this explosion, Barre’s
schools stood at their own turning point.”

Facing accelerating growth in demand for education, Barre’s District No. 8 constructed the
Spaulding Graded School in 1890 for high school and intermediate scholars. That same year,
Vermont’s state legislature made it mandatory for towns to adopt the “town system”, eliminating
the previous self-governing school district system. The change meant school supervision would
be centralized under a single governing body, and the City of Barre absorbed the responsibility
for its aging and overcrowded schools. At the time, there were five district level elementary
schools in the city dating to the 1850s, located on Beckley Street, Camp Street, Church Street,
Summer Street, and Washington Street. The one-room schools lumped students of every grade
and ability together and were routinely noted in contemporaneous newspapers as lacking
capacity, comfort, and convenience for the burgeoning number of students. Many local churches
held classes in their parlors and basements to accommodate the overflow, with the greatest
capacity problems in the north and west parts of the city.

The city responded, if slowly, by pushing a school construction program, beginning with the
Brook Street School at the corner of Brook and Seminary Streets, awarding the contract to the
firm of Edwards and Douglas. As soon as the Brook Street school’s doors were opened, the City
began working on a location for the next building, deciding on a lot on Ayers Street in the more
affluent southeastern corner of the city. In his thesis, Belding repeatedly references an
undercurrent of bigotry and nationalism underlying the City’s slow walking of school
construction in the city’s ethic neighborhoods. He wrote:

5> National Register Listing, Beck and Beck granite Shed, Barre, Washington
County
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“The era around the turn of the century was replete with rampant nationalism, which may explain
(but not excuse) a certain laxity in maintaining satisfactory conditions for the immigrant
population. Barre’s economy in school matters might be perceived as following the “Protestant
work ethic” which stands proudly among those “things that make American great,” and which
turned it from a poor country rich in natural resources to a rich country with a rather
undeveloped sense of justice for the downtrodden,”®

The year 1900 arrived with new schools on Brooks and Ayers Street and plans to build more
owing to census figures showing one hundred and seven more school-aged children over the
previous year.” Lessons learned from the muddy conditions at the Ayers School where a hill
rose behind the school influenced the commissioners to build on a hill instead of below one.® On
April 10, 1901, the City decided to build a school somewhere in Ward 5 in the mostly Italian
neighborhood in the north part of the city. About the choice of sites, Belding offered this
commentary in his thesis:

“The site finally decided upon was about 1/3 of the way up West hill and colorfully termed
Woodchuck Knoll. It is a sad fact of Barre life that there are no really interesting names for its
schools. While Spalding and Matthewson honored famous lights of Barry's educational history,
and Lincoln takes its name from some obscure U.S. President, nearly every other school dryly
titles itself in reference to its prosaic location. Since the Woodchuck Knoll site wasn't properly
on any Street but surrounded by several, the commissioners were frustrated in their efforts to
name it after any street. So, what could have been Barry's best named school simply became
Ward V.”°

Belding, Russell J. The Schools of Barre City, Vermont: 1895-1915, page 22
Belding, 23
Belding, 24
Belding, 25

© o J o
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Figure 1: Facing west, Barre Ward 5 School ca. 1905. Source: Vermont Historical Society Archives

The knoll location was not uniformly accepted by school officials, with suggestions that the site
would require too much grading for the construction and too much coal to heat it because of the
exposure to wind and cold.'? The site was ultimately approved by the City and required moving
over five thousand cubic yards of dirt. Architect F. A. Walker designed the new school based on
the Barre Ayers Street School which opened in 1899. Walker used the same design principles in
a slightly larger Colonial Revival building, a style popular for buildings of all kinds across the
country from the late 1800s through the 1930s. Similar to Ayers, Walker incorporated several of
the style’s signature elements including strict symmetry in the fagade, prominent entrance porch
with round columns, decorated eave lines, quoins, and multipaned windows. His two story,
multiple classroom layout also testifies to the growing demand for education associated with the
granite industry boom and typifies the late 19" century — early 20" century trend to separate the
grades for more efficient instruction. Walker would go on to design two other Barre elementary
schools: the three-story Mathewson School (1905) and the Lincoln School (1909) — both
different expressions of the Colonial Revival style. Figure 2 illustrates the remarkable integrity
of the Ward 5 School and some missing elements including the original main entrance sidelights
with diamond panes, and slate covering of the porch and main roof.

9 Belding, 25
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Figure 2: Facing south, Barre Ward 5 School ca. 1905. Source: Vermont Historical Society Archives

The new Ward 5 School was the third among a group of seven larger elementary schools built in
Barre City between 1897 and 1914, built to serve the expanding neighborhood on the south side
of the Stevens Branch. This building program was consistent with the national trend, as noted in
the MPDF Section F-10:

“The 1892 consolidation effort led to a large number of "modern" schools built throughout the
state- They often were high style buildings, particularly in the larger towns and cities, reflecting
popular architectural tastes of the day with their use of Oueen Anne, Romanesque, and later
Colonial Revival styles They were usually larger than the old district schools as they served
more students.”

Ward 5 was a predominantly Italian neighborhood, partly because immigrants from different
countries tended to live in the same neighborhoods, and partly due to the proximity of the
neighborhood to the plethora of granite sheds within walking distance of where the experienced
stone carvers were employed. The 1910 Sanborn Map shows the school constructed within a
block of the large complex of granite sheds in North Barre to the north and east, including the
Hoyt and Lebourveau Granite Works, the John Brown Granite Shed, the Comolli and C. Granite
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Works, the Rizzi Bros Granite Works, and E Abbiatti Granite Works — most of which remain in
commercial occupancy to present day. The same maps show that surrounding neighborhoods
were well established along Main Street and Centre Street, but the new Ward 5 School would
drive additional residential development to the south and west. Some streets were named after
the Granite companies, indicating private investment in laying out new streets to house workers.
Nearby tenement buildings in the Seminary Street neighborhood housed hundreds of laborers
while the larger, single-family homes being constructed around the school were largely occupied
by management. One ad for a three-year-old house on Humbert Street stated “near the Ward 5
school-house” and asks $1,600 for a seven-room cottage with hot water connection and “as good
a cellar as there is in the city, with granite underpinning”!!

Figure 3: Facing south, Barre Ward 5 School ca. 1915. Source: Vermont Historical Society Archives

The first day of instruction at the new school was December 02, 1901, the Barre Evening
Telegram reporting the following day that all the classrooms were full and some students had to
be sent elsewhere. On September 6, 1907, the Barre Times reported that Barre Schools were
experiencing yearly growth with a total of two thousand, two hundred pupils and all nine City
schools at capacity. The Ward 5 School was noted as having two hundred and forty two
students.!? In 1912 the City School Commissioners raised tuition rates for “outside students” to
address the growing costs for school staff and maintenance.'® C.A. Heath was contracted to
repaint the woodwork and repair brickwork at the Ward 5 School that year, with accounts of

1 The Barre Daily Times, 5 July 1905, Page 7
2 Ibid., 6 September 1907, Page 1
13 Ibid., 24 July 1912, Page 1
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work at all the schools being detailed in the Barre Times. The Times notes in 1943, for example,
that floors were being refinished and a new playground built at the Ward 5 School “with the

installation of swings and see-saws”.!*

By 1959, City schools were again experiencing significant overcrowding and a petition by
seventy-four parents asked that the School Board build an addition of two or more rooms.!'> That
year residents voted 745 to 86 to fund a thirty thousand dollar addition for the Ward 5 School,
and improvements to the 1890 Spaulding High School (now the VT History Center).!® An
alternate plan to address the growing number of students in Ward 5 was to acquire the North
Barre Chapel to house kindergarten where kindergarten was being held due to the overcrowding,
but that plan was rejected by the School Board.!” Building plans drawn by architect A. H.
Waugh in June of 1959 depicted the proposed school addition in brick and “generously lighted
with six full windows” at the basement level entrance from Comolli Street. Concrete steps are
shown on the fagade and rear entrance of the addition drawings, the latter now accessed by an
accessible ramp. Six steel girders were ordered for building before the addition was formally
approved fearing a possible strike by the steelworkers union.'® The new addition included a gym
on the lower level, a kindergarten classroom on the upper level, and was completed in the fall of
1960, paid for with School Board surplus funds the following year.

As soon as the addition was completed, school capacity was again an issue in Ward 5 as reported
in the findings of Barre’s School Study Committee, noting all five classrooms were at or above
capacity. In its report the Committee noted the capacity problem will worsen due to “active
building in the area served by the school”, specifically noting new developments on West Hill,
Berlin, Thomas, and Prospect Streets.!® The report notes that the school’s student population had
doubled from 77 in 1947, to 146 in 1961. Other problems noted in the Committee’s 1961 report
included poor bathroom facilities that lacked enclosed walls, lack of space for teacher’s work
and supplies (then located in the front halls), poor lighting, inadequate ventilation, traffic
hazards, and a small outdoor play area. On the positive side the report noted new heating and a
bathroom in the kindergarten classroom, and the new gym in the lower floor of the addition. In
late 1961 the school’s main block basement bathrooms and all sinks were replaced. Also in 1961
the number of heaters was quadrupled in the kindergarten classroom after complaints of cold
temperatures by parents.?’ No significant improvement efforts were made to the building after
this time.

New housing construction and increased traffic in Ward 5 led to many parents and staff calling
for safety improvements in the mid-1970s. In 1977, City Alderman Frances Florucci was quoted
in the Barre Times stating about the Ward 5 School ... “there are a lot more children in the area
than there used to be, and they’re everywhere ... there are a lot of kids up there and a lot of little

4 Tbid., 3 August 1943, Page 8

15 The Burlington Free Press, 26 May 1959, Page 18

¢ The Newport Daily Express, 2 July 1959, Page 4

7 The Burlington Free Press, 26 May, page 8

18 The Newport Daily Express, 23 June 1959, Page 2

1 The Times Argus, “Ward 5 School Not Crowded - Yet”, 1 June 1961, Page 13
20 Tbid., 6 February 1962, Page 2
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ones ... the school is nestled in a bunch of houses and it’s not as visible as some of the other

schools in the city”.?!

Discussion of school consolidation became more frequent in 1977 and changes were being
considered to Barre City’s long cherished neighborhood school system. Bussing of students from
crowded to less crowded schools began on a limited basis, and newspapers reported that hard
decisions would soon follow for the City’s School Board as it considered consolidation under a
Union School District. In the interim, bussing of the older children from the Ward 5 School to
the North Barre School continued to ease overcrowding.?? Plans to replace the city’s six
elementary ward schools with a new, nine-million-dollar school for 900 students were introduced
in 1992 by the Barre City School Board. After three years of intense deliberations, the City of
Barre voted in 1995 for school consolidation and built the Barre City Elementary and Middle
School at 50 Parkside Terrace. The six ward schools were put up for sale by the city, including
the Brook Street School, the Lincoln School, the Mathewson School, the North Barre School, the
Spaulding Graded Middle School, and the Ward 5 School.??

In 1997 the Barre Housing Authority (BHA) acquired the Ward 5 School for $5,000 and used the
building to house offices for a dozen staff members. After sixteen years the BHA moved to
leased office space on Washington Street when the Ward 5 property became too costly to
operate, including a twenty-three thousand dollar per year heating bill. The building was
subsequently purchased by current co-owners and developers Evernorth and Downstreet Housing
and Community Development, who, with the support of a long list of partners, redeveloped the
old school into nine permanently affordable homes. Scott + Partners were the architects, and the
rehabilitation was completed in the spring of 2025.

National Register of Historic Places Criteria

The Ward 5 School property meets the registration requirements for individual eligibility for the
NRHP under the Educational Resources of Vermont MPDF under the property type “School” -
subtype “Multiple Classroom School” under National Register Criterion “A” for its associations
with the broad patterns of the history of education in Vermont, and under Criterion “C” for its
distinctive characteristics of its construction period and property type.

Criterion A (Education)

The Ward 5 School is significant under Criterion A at the local level of significance

for its association with the development of public education in Barre, Vermont, as a Multiple
Classroom School with a period of significance spanning from the building’s 1901 construction
to 1960, when the addition was constructed as no other significant improvements were made
after that time. The school is a locally significant representation of statewide trends in public
education, including the standardization and modernization of school systems and buildings.

°l Ibid., 6 October 1977, Page 13
°2 The Times Argus, 19 September 1977, Page 4
23 The Burlington Free Press, 12 February 1995, Page 9

Sections 9-end page 21



United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Old Ward 5 School Washington VT

Name of Property County and State
The MPDF outlines the significant role education has played in the history of Vermont,
beginning with the establishment of schools in each town required by the State’s constitution.
The MPDF states in Section F, Page 1:

“Schools have been important buildings in every Vermont town since the first ones were
constructed in the late 1700s. Their form has evolved over time, reflecting the political,
economic, and social climate of the eras in which they were built.”

The Ward 5 School is reflective of Vermont’s long history of education and its trends as
described in the MPDF. It played a vital role to serve the growing population in Barre’s Ward 5
community and was an important part of Barre City’s neighborhood school program which
leveraged local control to improve community involvement and engagement with the school and
the children being educated there. The Ward 5 School was used for numerous public functions
outside of teaching children and played a vital civic role in community development. The school
represents the concerns of city residents in providing education for their children, within the
directives of governmental and state legislative mandates.

Early schools were often crude, one room schools heated by a single fireplace at one end and
located on land considered less desirable for residential or agricultural use per the MPDF. As
towns became more established in the first half of the 1800s, schools were replaced with more
permanent, distinctively civic structures.

The system of schools serving small districts changed in the late 1800s. Per the MPDF:

“In 1892 the town rather than individual school districts became the basic unit of educational
control and led to the consolidation of districts and the construction of public schools with
multiple classrooms in the late 1800s and early 1900s”.

The Ward 5 School was among this new generation of schools constructed for larger districts
(wards) with multiple classrooms and located at prominent sites at the edges of town centers, the
cores of which had already been developed. The school was also significant for educating
children in Ward 5’°s predominantly Italian neighborhood, making Ward 5 a focal point in the
city’s immigrant community life in the early twentieth century.?*

Criterion C (Architecture)
The Ward 5 School models the multiple classroom form described in MPDF Section F — Page 6,
where it states:

“19th and early 20th century schools with more than two classrooms usually are symmetrical in
form and two stories tall. Many were built in small towns after 1892 to consolidate district
schools. They were most commonly balloon framed with clapboard siding, but also were brick or
stone. Expected styles were Greek revival, [talianate, Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival.
Exterior features included a central entrance... Main doors are usually framed by some

24 Digital Vermont: Vermont Historical Society - Barre Italian Life 1890-1920
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combination of side lights, fan lights, or transoms; recessed behind a formal surround or Syrian
arch; were covered by a door hood or entry porch.”

The school also fits the general architectural design of period school construction noted in
Section F — Page 6 of the MPDF wherein it states:

“After the turn of the 20th century, two classroom schools generally had a raised basement,
which housed mechanical systems and perhaps other small rooms- Many of these were built in
the Colonial Revival style and have a central entry portico”

The Ward 5 School is Colonial Revival in style, which was popular for buildings of all kinds
across the country from the late nineteenth century through the 1930s.?° In Vermont, the style
can be found nearly everywhere, for residences for the well-to-do, and for public and
institutional buildings and commercial blocks. By the early 1900s when the Ward 5 School was
built, the style adopted a more formal and symmetrical form, typically two stories tall, with a
central doorway and gable or hip roof. Of the features most associated with the style, the Ward 5
School possesses many, including its strict symmetry, wide eave overhangs with evening spaced
curved brackets, central entrance with sidelights, hipped roof entrance porch supported on
Tuscan order columns, regularly spaced window openings fitted with the original multipaned
windows, and a pair of dormers on the fagade roof plane. Related to its historical location near
the railroad and Barre’s granite processing sheds are the notable granite features including the
high granite foundation, granite sills, and polished granite entrance columns.

New regulations for lighting, ventilation, and sanitation were enacted in 1904 to improve the
quality of schools, some being retrofitted to meet the requirements. The Ward 5 School was
ahead of the new standards as the design already incorporated modern educational features such
as the large classrooms, wide corridors, high ceilings, and large windows.

Although after the period included in the MPDF the 1960 addition possesses its own
architectural significance, consistent with the MPDF Section F - Page 8 which states:

“Changes over time: likely changes to these schools include minor additions or alterations to
comply with health and safety codes, such as fire escapes and handicapped access ramps. Most
schools have also introduced fluorescent lights to replace incandescent fixtures. More extensive
additions may include wings connected to the rear center of these schools to form a T shape, or
an addition to the side of the building that lengthens its shape. These additions generally have
more classroom space, a multi-purpose room with kitchen facilities, and/or a gymnasium.”

The Ward 5 school addition follows the pattern described as it includes the 1960 wing originally
built to house a small gymnasium and additional classroom space. The addition is architecturally
significant for its mid-century flat roof, brick quoins which match those of the main block, and
matching six-over-two windows expressed in large banks to comply with twentieth-century
standards for lighting and ventilation.

25 Guide to Vermont Architecture, Vermont Division for Historic Preservation
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The building possesses a high degree of architectural integrity. With the exception of the first-
floor west elevation which is covered by the 1960 addition, and several basement window
openings into mechanical rooms that were infilled with stone, the main block brick and granite
components appear in as-built condition. Woodwork, consisting of the open eaves and
ornamentation also remains as originally built. Original windows remain in their original
openings, and new windows based on historic images have been inserted into two of four facade
dormer windows, and basement windows.

The building interior also possesses a high degree of architectural integrity following the
rehabilitation for nine units of affordable housing. In addition to conserving exterior features, the
important historic spaces, circulation patterns, and features of the interior were retained and
restored. Notably, the common east-west corridors at the north end side of the school were
retained on the first and second floors, along with the wainscoting, original stairs and railings at
each end, the maple hardwood floors, and the original wood doors with transoms. One apartment
was created inside each of the four main block classrooms, but the layout purposefully preserved
east-west and north-south sightlines that preserve the legibility of the classroom volumes. Also
preserved in the new apartments are the original wainscoting, window and door trim, hardwood
floors, and most of the original slate chalkboards of the classrooms - all testifying to the
building’s historic vocation and significance.

The property is not being nominated under Criterion D as there is no known archaeological
sensitivity present.

To conclude, the Ward 5 School models the description contained in the Educational Resources
of Vermont MPDF for an early twentieth century Multiple Classroom School and conveys its
associations with the broad patterns of the history of education in Vermont. The school is
historically and architecturally significant, and retains integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.
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Washington VT
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10.  Geographical Data

Acreage of Property .53-acre

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 44.20194 Longitude: -72.51254
Or
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):
NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
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The resource boundary is the .53 acre parcel at 4 Humbert Street with Municipal
Parcel ID 0835-0017.0000
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The current .53 acre parcel has been historically associated with the school since its construction
in 1901

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Scott Newman, Principal

organization: 106 Associates

street & number: 11 Ward Street

city or town: Burlington state: VT zip code: 05401
e-mail: scottnewman(@106associates.com

telephone: (802) 777-1572

date: 08/31/2025

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

. Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.
o Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous

resources. Key all photographs to this map.

o Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to
the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the
photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date,
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every
photograph.
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Photo Log

Name of Property: Old Ward 5 School

City or Vicinity: Barre

County: Washington State: VT

Photographer: Scott Newman

Date Photographed: 6/16/2025, 2/28/2025

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

1 of 25 (VT _Washington OldWard5School 0001)
View of property and north and west elevations of main block and addition, facing southeast
6/16/25

2 of 25 (VT _Washington OldWard5School 0002)
View of property and west elevations of main block and addition, facing east
6/16/25

3 of 25 (VT _Washington OldWard5School 0003)
View of property and north-facing facade of main block and addition, facing south
6/16/25

4 of 25 (VT _Washington OldWard5School 0004)
View of north-facing facade from Humbert Street, facing south
6/16/25

50f 25 (VT _Washington OldWard5School 0005)
View of north facing facade, facing southeast
6/16/25

6 of 25 (VT _Washington OldWard5School 0006)

View of main block south and east elevations, facing northwest
6/16/25

7 of 25 (VT _Washington OldWard5School 0007)

View of main block south elevation, facing northwest

6/16/25

8 of 25 (VT_Washington OldWard5School 0008)
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