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"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  _Dellwood Cemetery_____________________________ 
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      __N/A_________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: _2950 Main Street____________________________________________ 
City or town: _Manchester___________ State: _VT_____ County: _Bennington___  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           ___local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
___A             ___B           ___C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 
criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

      
                
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  
 
 
 
 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_1____________   _1____________  buildings 

 
_3____________   _0____________  sites 
 
_4____________   _0____________  structures  
 
_5____________   _0____________  objects 
 
_13____________   _1_____________  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _0________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 FUNERARY: cemetery___ 
 DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
  
  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 FUNERARY: cemetery___ 
 DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Late Victorian: Queen Anne-Eastlake  
 Other: Colonial Cemetery Design   
 Other: Rural Cemetery Movement  
 Other: Park Lawn Cemetery Movement  

 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property:  
Stone: Granite  
Stone: Marble  
Stone: Limestone  
Stone: Slate  
Stone: Concrete  

 
 
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
Dellwood Cemetery is located at the southern edge of Manchester Village in the town of 
Manchester, Bennington County, Vermont. It consists of 57 acres of cemetery parkland that was 
designed to embrace the valley, mounts, and hills of the landscape. The cemetery presents a 
cohesive landscape where the overall character is defined by the relationship of the features, 
including entry gates, grave markers, and mausoleums, a receiving vault, two artificial ponds 
transversed by bridges and dams, a caretaker’s cottage, a maintenance building, and a retaining 
wall with a culvert. Dellwood Cemetery is formed by three distinct periods, beginning with the 
1812/1822 reinterment of the village’s ca. 1784 burial grounds, the 1865 Dellwood Cemetery 
designed by Burton A. Thomas, and the 1904 addition laid out by Olmsted Associates under the 
direction of Henry Vincent Hubbard. As a result of the planned 1865 design, Dellwood Cemetery 
is an expression of the nineteenth-century Rural Cemetery Movement, with a romantic parklike 
setting that interacts with the existing landscape, presents fashionable works of art as markers 
and monuments, and encourages exploration and outdoor recreation. The 1904 addition covers 
46 acres, reflecting the lawn or memorial park movement of the twentieth century with a 
deemphasis on monuments in favor of unbroken scenery and move to celebrate life rather than 
mourning. The reinterred town burial ground epitomizes early American burial customs, likely 
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continuing the traits reflected at its original location in the meeting house lot, with early-
nineteenth-century headstones embracing death. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Dellwood Cemetery developed in three phases, each reflecting the cemetery and funerary 
designs distinct for their periods. The oldest burials in the Dellwood Cemetery were relocated in 
1812 and again in 1822 from the ca. 1784 burial ground in the original meeting house lot of 
Manchester Village. This two-acre relocated cemetery reflects the colonial burial customs of 
early America with early-nineteenth-century marble headstones facing west in long rows on a 
north-south axis. Funerary design on the headstones embraces death. This area of the cemetery 
became known as Chapel Hill, located within the Evergreen Hill section. In 1865, 13 acres of 
land, including the two-acre old burying ground, were donated to the Dellwood Cemetery 
Association for the creation of a new cemetery to meet the needs of Manchester Village. Burton 
A. Thomas of Albany, New York, designed Dellwood Cemetery to reflect the fashionable Rural 
Cemetery Movement, embracing the landscape and providing a platform for elaborate funerary 
art and expression of mourning. (Figure 1). Thomas’s design created six distinct sections — 
Evergreen Hill, Vernal Hill, Cypress Hill, Landscape Hill, Laurel Hill, and Vista Hills. In 1904, 
the cemetery was enlarged with the addition of 46 acres laid out by Olmsted Associates in a Park 
Lawn Cemetery design, creating a park setting and means to celebrate life. As of 2025, Dellwood 
Cemetery was accepting interments, with about 2,742 burials marked by 2,484 headstones. 1  
 
A residential neighborhood surrounds Dellwood Cemetery, marking the eastern boundary. The 
cemetery shares a boundary on the west and south sides with Hildene, a 265-acre historic site 
with preserved woodland. The two automobile entrances, originally carriage ways, to the 
cemetery are found at the north end along Vermont Route 7a, which creates the northern border 
of the cemetery. The two access points from Vermont Route 7a are denoted by the north and 
south gates that open to an extensive road system following the topography of the land.  
 
1. Dellwood Cemetery 1812-1822; 1865; 1904, contributing site 
 
Burton Thomas’s 1865 design for Dellwood Cemetery incorporated the hilly terrain and created 
six distinct sections — Evergreen Hill, Vernal Hill, Cypress Hill, Landscape Hill, Laurel Hill, 
and Vista Hills. Evergreen and Vernal Hills occupy the northern section of the cemetery, and 
Cypress Hill, Landscape Hill, and Laurel Hill occupy the south section. A valley named Wild 
Flower Vale, with artificial ponds created from the natural stream, separates the north and south 
sections. Mature coniferous and deciduous trees are interspersed on the hills and within the vale. 
The 1812/1822 relocated burying ground was renamed Chapel Hill and is located within the 
Evergreen Hill section near the north entry. 
 
There are approximately two miles of roadway that wind through the grounds today in their 
original configuration. The curvilinear roads follow the natural formation of the landscape. A 

 
1 Data as of the end of 2024. The superintendent believes there may be over 3,000 given the number of collapsed 
graves filled in over the past 30 years in plots that had more burials than listed on the grave markers. 
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continuous, interconnecting road is given various names as it meanders (Maple Grove Avenue, 
Rose Leaf Avenue, Green Wood Avenue, Dale Avenue, and Dale Way). This road serves as a 
perimeter road for the six distinct sections. Dale Avenue follows the north bank of the stream 
that runs through the property and was dammed to create the ponds. Originally the plan included 
three ponds; the third center pond, named Sylvan Water, was infilled in the late twentieth 
century. 
 

 
Figure 1. 1865 Plan of Dellwood Cemetery (Dellwood Cemetery Association). 

A curvilinear road descends from the east (Maple Grove Avenue) and west (Dale Way) sides of 
Evergreen Hill. Maple Grove Avenue follows the northeast boundary of the cemetery and 
descends to the east section of Wild Flower Vale. Maple Grove Avenue terminates at Poets 
Mound, a roundabout that leads to Rose Leaf Avenue and Dale Avenue. Rose Leaf Avenue 
continues to the southeast and crosses the stream at the east side of the Dale Water Pond. Once 
over the stream, the road is renamed Green Wood Avenue, which crosses the southern section of 
the 1865 section of the cemetery on an east-west axis. Dale Way descends quickly from 
Evergreen Hill to the west into the Wild Flower Vale. Once reaching the vale, Dale Way turns 
into Dale Avenue, an east-west road traversing the entirety of Wild Flower Vale. Dale Way 
follows the entirety of the south slope of Evergreen Hill and Vernal Hill. Closer to the west end 
of Dale Avenue are the receiving vault, Myrtle Mound, and Hearse Way.  
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Three circular lawns punctuate the road system with roundabouts— Poets Mound, Myrtle 
Mound, and Cypress Mound. Located at the northeast section of the cemetery, Poets Mound 
serves as an intersection between Maple Grove Avenue, Dale Avenue, and Rose Leaf Avenue. 
Maple Grove Avenue accesses Vernal Hill and Evergreen Hill. Dale Avenue traverses the north 
bank of the stream and accesses the receiving vault. Mrytle Mound is located on Dale Avenue 
immediately south of the receiving vault on Hearse Way. Located on the south side of the 
stream, Cypress Mound is located on the west portion of Greenwood Avenue and contains the 
Orvis family plot.  
 
The original half mile of trails remains along the north and south sides of the stream. The north 
side trail, known as Evergreen Walk, traverses the cemetery on an east-west axis. It is primarily 
an open trail that rises from the east side of Wild Flower Vale to the northwest side of Evergreen 
Hill. The south trail has three names — Shady Walk, Green Bank Path, and Cypress Walk — 
and traverses the south side of the cemetery. These trails are primarily located in the dense 
wooded section of the south bluff of the stream. A single trail, Sylvan Walk, crosses the stream 
at the center of the cemetery and connects Evergreen Walk with the Green Bank Path. Magnolia 
Path leads southward from Green Bank Path, crosses Green Wood Avenue, and accesses 
Summer Side Lawn. A single path called Arborvitae Walk served as a pedestrian way connecting 
Evergreen Hill with Cypress Hill, crossing Dale Water Pond at the north side of the 
impoundment. This walkway was eventually eliminated with the installation of the fieldstone 
retaining wall along Vermont Route 7a. 
 
Old Burying Ground (Chapel Hill), 1812/1822  
 
The old burying ground occupies the 
high circular bluff on the northeastern 
part of the cemetery. It is set on a 
plateau, generally 850 feet above sea 
level. Reflective of early American 
burial customs, the marble headstones 
are arranged in long rows on a north-
south axis, with the markers facing 
west. With the creation of the designed 
Dellwood Cemetery, the old burying 
ground was officially named Chapel 
Hill. Numerous granite stones and 
monuments were added in the late 
nineteenth century, framing the 
Colonial-era markers and exhibiting the 
contrast found in the evolution of 
cemetery designs. 
 
The earliest monuments located in the Chapel Hill section of Dellwood Cemetery, both original 
and relocated, are tympanums with arched or flat-topped tablet headstones of slate or sandstone 
in shades of gray, blue, black, and brown. The tablet markers, ranging in heights and widths with 

Figure 2. Mid-nineteenth-century view of Old Burying 
Ground (Manchester Historical Society). 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Dellwood Cemetery  Bennington County, VT 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 8 
 

carved finials or shoulders, are decorated with hollow-eyed skulls or death heads, coffins, 
demon-looking creatures, trees of life, urns, and geometric designs. Later carvings, including 
more ornate designs featuring cherubs or other symbols like willow trees and winged souls. 
Inscriptions in cursive that are now difficult to read are framed within oval or rectangular panels. 
Most of the headstones stand upright, while some lean to either side or front to back because of 
their age, changes in landscape, or relocation in 1812/1822. 
 
The 1796 grave of Desire R. Allis was relocated from the old burying ground in the village. 2 At 
the bottom of the marker, under the epitaph, is the signature of noted Vermont stone mason and 
sculptor Samuel Dwight.3 Low-relief ribbon carvings frame the center panel of the tablet that 
reads “Mrs. Desire R. Allis, the Amiable Consort of Doctor Able Allis, who died March the 
17th, 1796 aged 23 ys.” In a smaller font below is the inscription:  
 

How fleeting was her short-lived prime 
Cut off in life's gay and vernal time  
In bloom of beauty and of Youth  
Repleat with Innocence and Truth  
How premature that awful Hour  
When died so fair, so sweet a flower. 

 
The marble tablet headstone is crowned by a wavy lunette that mimics a horseshoe arch. Above 
the tablet panel is a rectangular block that reads: “In Memory Of.” It is flanked by starfish 
flowers. Rising from that block into the lunette is a scrolling fleur-de-lis with shamrocks 
surrounding the body of a winged soul, having crossed arms, center heart with floral, fluted 
wings reaching towards heaven, and a crown that reads “memento mori” (Latin for “remember 
you must die). The flat-topped marble headstone of Dr. Abel Marsh Allis, who died in St. Albans 
in 1812, is set next to that of his wife.  
 
A single headstone for Benjamin and Deborough Purdy was likely relocated from the 
Manchester Village old burying ground.4  Benjamin Purdy died at the age of 89 in November 
1808, and his wife passed away at the age of 78 in July 1804. The headstone stands about four 
feet in height, set on a base that is buried below grade, an indication of its relocation. The tablet 
has two ovals set side by side recounting their names and years of death. An inverted fleurs-de-
lis is in the center, with low-relief circles in the outer spandrels. A band across the top reads: 
“Erected to the memory of Benjamin Purdy & Deborough, his wife.” Set symmetrically above 
each of the lower ovals are finials and weeping willows over urns. Judge John S. Pettibone’s 

 
2 Desire Remembrance Baker Allis was born in 1773 in Arlington, Vermont, to Revolutionary War hero Remember 
Baker (cousin of Ethan Allen) and Desire Hurlburt.  
3 Born in Thompson, Connecticut, Samuel Dwight graduated from Yale University in 1773, and he worked in New 
Haven as a teacher. Dwight moved to southern Vermont in the late eighteenth century, where he engaged in 
headstone carving. 
4 Benjamin Purdy was born in 1718 in Greenwich in Connecticut. He moved to Manchester, about 1770 becoming 
one of the original settlers on a 100-acre lot (lot #7). He was a veteran of the Revolutionary War, enlisted with the 
company of Captain Thomas Bull in the Regiment of Colonel Ira Allen in 1780. In 1737, Purdy married Deborough 
Smith, born 1725 in Greenwich, and together they had about 11 children.  
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“The Early History of Manchester” states that “ninety-three walked in the procession as 
mourners at the burial of the wife of Benjamin Purdy.”5  
 
The paired headstone of John and Susannah Robert is like that of Benjamin and Deborough 
Purdy, but notably taller. The rectangular tablet is carved into three parts, the lower of which is 
inscribed “Erected by C. Roberts,” likely one of their sons. The center part bears Isaac Watts' 
famous poem: “Princes this clay must be your bed, In spite of all your powers; The Tall the Wise 
the Reverend Head, Must lie as low as ours.” Above are two ogee-framed panels. The left one is 
marked “John Roberts, died August 6th, 1796, at 69 years, 3 months, and 16 days. The right 
panel remembers “Susannah Roberts, died April 3d 1807 At 84 years 3 months and 4 days.” 
Scrolled finials frame the paired tympana, each carved with draped urns that have the initials J.R. 
and S.R. 
 
A simple flat-topped headstone marks the graves of Christopher Roberts and his wife, Mary. 6   
The face of the tablet is divided into three sections, the upper two delineated by paneled frames 
with bowtell corners. The base of the tablet, lacking a frame, has small cursive writing that 
recounts the scripture: “In life we were united, In death we are not separated.” The upper panel 
notes the death of “General Christopher Roberts, died May 16, 1832, at 79 yrs.” The panel below 
reads “Mrs. Mary, wife of Gen. C. Roberts, died Nov. 12, 1833, at 75 yrs.” This flat-topped 
marker is one of several similar headstones set in rows throughout Chapel Hill.  
 
One ornate example of the tympanum headstones is that of Philo Sperry (1754-1812).7 Sperry 
may have been one of the interments relocated from the old meeting house lot burying ground or 
originally buried in Chapel Hill. The sandstone marker rises high from the ground with a 
rectangular tablet crowned by a stepped tympanum. The recessed face of the tablet is textured, 
showing the chisel markings of the carver. Starting at the base, the headstone has a triptych with 
a low-relief book at the center that quotes Genesis 3:19: “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return.” Each of the carved side panels is topped by a scallop shell, while the center panel has 
two crossing laurel branches. The lunette of the center panel is framed by winged souls. The 
center of the headstone’s tablet is marked by a large oval framed by a raised fillet and bowtell 
molding. The oval reads: “ERECTED in the memory of PHILO SPERRY who died at Pawlet on 
the 5th day of April ~AD~ 1812, in the 57th year of his age.” Low reliefs of urns are carved to 
either side of the oval at its base, while laurel branches frame the spandrels. The headstone is 
topped by four steps that support the stilted arch, which is ornamented by a weeping willow tree 
shadowing an urn.  
 
One of the tallest markers in the Chapel Hill section of Dellwood Cemetery was originally 
placed there to honor Joseph Burr (1772-1828) and Josiah Burton (1777-1853). It features two 
individual marble pedestals set on a single base and joined at the top by an obelisk. The 

 
5 Judge John S. Pettibone, “The Early History of Manchester,” Proceedings of the Vermont Historical Society, 
(Montpelier, VT: Vermont Historical Society, vol. 1, #4, 1930), p. 161. 
6 General Christopher Roberts was a member of the Green Mountain Boys, led by Ethan Allen. Roberts participated 
in Allen’s raid of Fort Ticonderoga (May 10, 1775) and fought in the battles of Hubbardton (July 17, 1777) and 
Bennington (August 16, 1777). 
7 Sperry was born in New Haven, in Connecticut. He was married to Mary Peat and together they had four children.  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Dellwood Cemetery  Bennington County, VT 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 10 
 

rectangular pedestals, acting as plinths to the obelisk, have bases and caps of ogee molding. 
Scrolls sit atop each pedestal, forming the sides of the obelisk’s base and thus joining the two. 
The obelisk has a pyramid-shaped cap and is ornamented on either side by low-relief wreaths 
and text. It was erected in the fall of 1857 to honor the establishment by Burr and expansion by 
Burton of the seminary now known as the Burr & Burton Academy.  
 
Located at the center of the Chapel Hill area in Evergreen Hill is the Skinner Plot (Figure 3). The 
plot is delineated by marble curbing with plinths and finished with a mulberry bush. A tall 
wrought-iron planter was added at the entry of the curbing. The marble sarcophagus of Governor 
Richard Skinner (1778-1833) is set on a high chamfered base with a stepped and ogee-molded 
plinth supporting the coffin chamber.8  The chamber is topped by cyma recta, thumb, and cavetto 
molding, crowned by a heavy scrolled blanket. This unique topper has nebuly molding, papyrus, 
and chamfered edging. The side of the coffin chamber reads “SKINNER.” The end of the 
chamber, facing west, denoted this as the graves of Richard and Fanny Skinner. The north side 

documents the life of Gov. Skinner, while the 
south side notes the death of his wife in 1843. 
The family plot also contained the graves of 
their children, Mark Skinner (1813-1887) and 
Frances S. Watson (1808-1829), and numerous 
grandchildren. The granite sarcophagus of 
Mark Skinner, the benefactor of Dellwood 
Cemetery, is set on a chamfered base rising 
about four feet from the ground. The three-
foot chamfered plinth supports the coffin 
chamber that is composed of marble. Squat 
Corinthian columns that are partially engaged 
support the top of the sarcophagus. It has 
chamfered nebuly molding and acanthus 
detailing. The Frances S. Watson monument 
has a square marble pedestal with corner 
boards and ovolo top molding. It is set on a 
squared base with ovolo plinth supporting the 
marble pedestal. The top is uniquely marked 
by a pyramid.  
 

Located at the south end, on the crest of the hill above the receiving vault, is the large granite 
stone of Benjamin S. Roberts (1810-1875). The plot is delineated by sunken cannons on each 
side. The rough-cut stone, placed in 1898, is set on a textured base with chamfered top. A 
polished scroll covering a sword that projects from the top is adhered to the stone. The words 
“ROBERTS” project from below the scroll. The inscription reads: 
 
 

 
8 Skinner served as the 9th Governor of Vermont (1820-1823) and in the U.S. House of Representatives (1813-
1815). 

Figure 3. Historical view of Skinner Plot 
(Manchester Historical Society). 
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Gen. Benj. S. Roberts. 
U.S. Army  
Born Nov. 18, 1810. 
Died Jan. 29, 1875 
 
Graduated at West Point 1835 
Served in the Mexican War 
With Cavalry on the Frontier  
Through the Rebellion of 1861 
And Retired from active service 1870. 
 
Elizabeth S. Roberts 
Wife of Benj. S. Roberts 
Born Oct. 22, 1815 
Died Mar. 21, 1898 
Native of Manchester 

  
Dellwood Cemetery, 1865 
 
In designing the 1865 cemetery proper, surveyor and landscape architect Burton A. Thomas 
exploited the existing topography features of the land, influenced by the nineteenth-century 
Rural Cemetery Movement, to create a romantic parklike setting that presents fashionable works 
of funerary art to promote mourning while encouraging exploration and outdoor recreation. At 
the center of the cemetery, the plateau of Evergreen Hill drops to the south and east to create 
Wild Flower Vale. The vale features the artificial Dale Water Pond and Forest Water Pond. The 
perimeter of Evergreen Hill is formed by Maple Grove Avenue on the north side and Highland 
Avenue along the south side.  
 
Descending to the southeast of Chaple Hill at Evergreen Hill is a hill section identified as Vernal 
Hill. This is open with burial plots and mausoleums asymmetrically placed, as was the fashion. 
Maple Grove Avenue forms the northeast border of Vernal Hill, with Dale Avenue serving as the 
southern border. A walkway, Evergreen Walk, provides a pedestrian path rising from the 
southeast side of Vernal Hill to the northwest side of Evergreen Hill. Most sections feature 
mature trees, although vegetation is most dense in the sections between the oldest and newest 
burials.  
 
One example of the type of single marker for a family is the Munson marble headstone. Set on a 
squared granite base, the rectangular tablet is set sideways to the tympanum-type markers of the 
early nineteenth century. It has a slightly arched top with shouldered corners. The face is divided 
into two sections by a shallow line. The left side denotes the deaths of Loveland Munson (1843-
1921) and his wife Mary Campbell (1862-1954). 9  The right side recognizes farmer Cyrus 
Munson (1791-1857), his wife Catherine Walker (1794-1841) and his second wife Lucy 

 
9 Loveland Munson was a Vermont attorney, politician, and judge who served as president of the Vermont Senate 
and Chief Justice of the Vermont Supreme Court. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Dellwood Cemetery  Bennington County, VT 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 12 
 

Loveland (mother of Loveland Munson).10  In a small font at the bottom of the table from Job 
19:25 is the inscription: “I know that my Redeemer liveth.” 
 
Dellwood Cemetery is home to several mausoleums. The mausoleum of the Benjamin F. Carver 
family was built of rough-cut granite by W.H. Fullerton at his Hardwick shop in October 1893. 
The central entry has smooth stone surrounds with “CARVER” in the lintel. Narrow double-leaf 
doors of bronze are finished with spoke ornamentation on the upper half, set over bar handles 
and crosses with crowns. The shallow front-gabled roof has square-edged overhanging eaves. 
The ridge cap is ornamented on the end by a cross. Another example is the mausoleum for the 
family of Charles F. Lancaster, constructed by the Temple Brothers of Rutland in 1933. The 
mausoleum is built of smooth Barre granite, measuring 12’ x 14.’ The interior is polished 
marble. Two tapered Doric columns frame the central entry on the façade, while a large stained-
glass window pierces the rear. The shallow gabled roof is one solid 15-ton piece of Barre granite. 
 
The Orvis Plot in Cypress Mound presents an imposing granite monument at the center, 
encircled by slate-faced granite markers denoting the initials and dates for family members, a 
common memorial style that continued through the Park Lawn Cemetery Movement. The 
monument has a chamfered base and plinth supporting a squared pedestal on which sits the 
square die. It has fluted square Corinthian posts at each corner, sustaining the denticulated 
entablature and pyramidal roof. Inscriptions noting the names and dates of the family members 
are carved on each of the four sides of the die, including Levi Church Orvis (1799-1949), Electa 
Sophia Purdy (1803-1870), Levi Church Orvis, Jr. (1844-1885), and Frances Jane Orvis (1833-
1836).11     
 
The Isham Plot (Figure 4) features the tall granite monument denoting this as the Edward Swift 
Isham Memorial.12   The monument is ornamented with trinity knots, Celtic love knots, 
Solomon’s knots, and Sailor’s Celtic knots. The uppermost engraved plate reads: “Edward S. 
Isham, Born in Bennington, VT, January 15, 1836, Died in New York, February 16, 1902.” The 

lower plate says: “Frances Burch, 
wife of Edward S. Isham, Born in 
Little Falls, NY, January 3, 1838, 
Died in Manchester, February 9, 
1894.” Nearby, a marble 
sarcophagus sits on a square base 
with cavetto-molded plinth 
supporting the coffin chamber, 
which is topped by a chamfered 
cap. The face of the chamber is 
divided into three sections, the 
center reading “Isham.” The 

 
10 Cyrus Munson married Catherine Walker in 1816. Upon her death in 1841, Munson married Lucy Loveland.  
11 Levi Church Orvis was the founder of the Equinox Hotel in Manchester. 
12 Edward Swift Isham (1836-1902) was a prominent Chicago lawyer and one-time member of the Illinois House of 
Representatives. 

Figure 4. Early-twentieth-century view of Isham Plot 
(Manchester Historical Society). 
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flanking panels have raised floral motifs. Set behind the sarcophagus is the small granite 
cenotaph of Anne Eliza Isham, who died during the sinking of the RMS Titanic in April 1912. 
The inscription plate is bordered by a wreathed rope with Celic circle. The inscription reads: 
“Anne Eliza Isham, January 25, 1862, April 15, 1912, Lost at Sea.” 
 
The memorial for Arthur Taylor was built following his suicide in 1900 by his wife, Claire B. 
Luneschloss Taylor, depicting a marble angel with clasped hands and highly detailed feathered 
wings that appear real. The angel, wearing a sleeveless light-flowing gown, stands on a pillow. 
The memorial shaft is rough-cut granite set on a rough- and smooth-finished base and plinth. A 
chamfered plinth is inscribed: “Arthur Taylor, Born at Bayside, Long Island, Dec. 3, 1864; Died 
at New York City July 6, 1900.” 13    
 
Another example of a highly detailed angel is the memorial for John Jacob Gunther, placed in 
1916 in the family plot. The square base supports the chamfered pedestal that reads like a 
sarcophagus. It is covered by a rounded molding and a chamfered cap, which supports a square 
box on which the angel stands. She wears a draped gown with light-flowing sleeves and has her 
hands clapped in prayer. Feathered wings with a high degree of detail project from her back. The 
coffin box is labeled with the name: “John Jacob Gunther.” 14  
 
Markers from the twentieth century, similar in form to those of the nineteenth century, include 
those of Alta Rockefeller Prentice (1871-1962) and Ezra Parmalee Prentice (1863-1955).15  The 
two graves, set side by side, are crowned by a simple headstone of granite, each set on a 
chamfered base with a semi-circular arched top. Both have identical laurel wreaths with small 
medallions. These markers show the transition from the more ornate mid- to late-nineteenth 
century grave markers, commonly finished with highly detailed angel, columned coffin 
chambers, mausoleums, and epitaphs, to the modest headstones of the twentieth century with 
fewer carved details. Gone are the biblical or poetic epitaphs that remind visitors of death, 
replaced by biographical information of the deceased and the need for mourning.  
 
The simplicity of early-twentieth-century markers is exhibited by the white marble headstone of 
Walter J. Travis (1861-1927), which is located along the west border of the cemetery close to 
Hildene Road.16  It is set on a chamfered marble base and presents a flat top. The simple 
headstone reads: “Walter J. Travis, Born in Maldon, Australia, January 10, 1862; Died in 
Denver, Colorado, July 31, 1927.” Travis designed the Ekwanok Golf Course in Manchester and 

 
13 Taylor, who summered in Manchester, was the son of John Taylor who “amassed a large fortune in the restaurant 
business in New York;” Obituary, Arthur Taylor, Vermont Phoenix, July 13, 1900, p. 3.  
14 Gunther (1853-1916), a long-time Manchester summer resident, made his fortune after purchasing a seat on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
15 Alta Rockefeller Prentice was an American philanthropist and socialite. She was the daughter of Standard Oil co-
founder John D. and Laura Spellman Rockefeller. She married Chicago attorney Ezra Parmalee Prentice in 1901. 
16 Travis was a prominent figure in the history of American golf. As a champion amateur golfer, he made significant 
strides when he became the first American to win the British Amateur. His contributions to the sport extended far 
beyond his playing accomplishments, as he was also a celebrated golf journalist, publisher, teacher, and golf course 
architect. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Oil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_D._Rockefeller
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requested that he be buried close to it, just a few hundred yards away. An identical marker for his 
wife, Anne Bent Travis, was placed alongside his in 1946.  
 
Because of the proximity of Dellwood Cemetery to Hildene, the home of Robert Todd Lincoln, 
who was the only surviving son of President Abraham Lincoln, the cemetery has several Lincoln 
family burials, each modest in design. The headstone of Jessie Harlan Lincoln Randolph (1875-
1948), daughter of Robert Todd Lincoln, is set on a rough-cut granite base. The face of the 
marker is polished while the top is rough cut. Lincoln Isham, the great-grandson of the president, 
was a noted philanthropist who lived in Dorset. He was interred upon his death in the Isham 
family plot with a beveled marker reading: “Lincoln 1892-1971.” The simplified family 
headstone is polished granite on a wide base. It is finished with low-profile florals in a swag.  
 
1904 Addition 
 
To the south of Green Wood Avenue is the 1904 addition to Dellwood Cemetery, which was laid 
out by Henry Vincent Hubbard of the Olmsted Associates. The new addition was reflective of 
the Park Lawn Cemetery Movement gaining popularity in the twentieth century for cemetery 
design. The movement deemphasized monuments in favor of unbroken lawn scenery or common 
open space. It promoted a bucolic landscape where plantings and monuments together created a 
unified composition. Fencing and hedge barriers were discouraged to provide continuity of the 
landscape. The resulting clean lines and open spaces of a cemetery were easily maintained, 
lowering the price of the plots.17    
 
The 1904 addition reflects these principles. It is a long, rectangular piece of land with simple 
granite headstones. The topography is flat, with very little ornamentation and plantings. Typical 
of the cemetery markers of the second half of the twentieth century, the interments in the 1904 
addition to Dellwood Cemetery have beveled markers set on squared bases, upright stones on 
squared bases, and flat ground markers. The material tends to be polished marble or smooth 
granite with inscriptions that have been carved or, more often, laser engraved. Black and tan 
marble is introduced here into the cemetery. Personalization is provided through inscriptions or 
images that celebrate the individual’s life, thus abandoning the symbolism of death and 
mourning common to the nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century graves found elsewhere at 
Dellwood Cemetery. Markers are set in rows set widely apart, reminiscent of the late eighteenth 
century and early nineteenth century, such as in the Chapel Hill Section. Not the entire 1904 plan 
of Olmsted Associates was implemented, with sections of the grounds unlandscaped. 
 
The focus of the Park Lawn Cemetery Movement was on the whole site rather than on any 
individual feature, typically with the erection of a single prominent monument and individual 
stones to indicate burial sites of family members. The family plot of Walter R. Hard, Sr. (1882-
1966) is an example of this.18 The simple granite headstone with a flat base and slightly arching 

 
17 Cultural Landscape Foundation, “Lawn Cemetery,” Cultural Landscape Foundation, 2024, 
https://www.tclf.org/category/designed-landscape-types/cemetery/lawn-cemetery. 
18 Hard was a Manchester writer, poet, proprietor of the Johnny Appleseed Bookshop, and editorial associate for 
Vermont Life magazine. 
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die is marked merely: “HARD.” A beveled marker calls out the interment of Walter R. Hard, Sr.; 
nearby, similar markers indicate the burials of other members of the family.  
 
A late-twentieth-century example is the grave of Doris A. and Lynford W. Bourn, dating from 
1970.19 It is set on a base with rough-cut sides and a polished top. The bevel die has a polished 
face with laser engravings announcing their names, birth and death years, and the epitaph “in 
loving memory.” Typical of markers from this period, the dark marble marker depicts symbols 
that recount something about those it is remembering. A pair of high-heeled shoes is etched 
above the name of Doris Bourn, and Lynford Bourn is remembered by an engraving of a 
fireman’s hat. Another example in gray marble memorial for Dr. Joseph George Davidson 
(1892-1969) and his wife Madeleine Estelle Scheuerer Davidson (1900-1995).20 The die of the 
marker is etched with floral garlands on either side of “Davidson.” Their names and dates are 
denoted on the base. The gray marble marker of Francoise Casale (1933-2022) and her second 
husband, Dr. John Casale, Jr. (1920-2020), also has etched floral garlands with lasered panels on 
the die with their names and dates.21 A similar grave marker for Philip O’Brien Ryan (1924-
1985) was placed in Dellwood Cemetery in 1985. This memorial is tan marble, etched with a 
cross, praying hands, and a dove set on a military gun. The name “Ryan” is at the center with 
name plates for Philip and his wife, Frances (1922-1991). A heart unites the two plates, reading 
“married June 21, 1947.” A flush military marker is set adjacent to the headstone, memorializing 
Ryan’s participation in World War II as a Sergeant in the U.S. Army.  
 
Other military graves with granite headstones in this added section of the cemetery are typical of 
those found in national military cemeteries, including both the segmentally arched headstones 
lacking bases and the flush ground markers. The dies are laser-engraved, with military crosses. 
The grave of James Edward Dooley is one example, with the headstone denoting his rank as Lt. 
Commander in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War.22 A second, wider headstone similar in 
form and material is set beside the standard military-issued headstone. This secondary marker 
recounts the many honors of the Lt Commander, including receipt of the Purple Heart on 
October 22, 1967; the Distinguished Flying Cross on July 20, 1967; the Navy Commendation 
Medal for Heroic Achievement on July 30, August 29, and October 7 in 1967, the Air Medal 
Meritorious Achievement in Aerial Flight from July 14 to October 17, 1967. Lt Commander 
James E. Dooley was killed in action on October 22, 1967.  
 

 
19 Lynford W. Bourn was born in 1913 in Bennington. At the time of his death at the age of 57, Bourn was living in 
Manchester, having served as the town’s fire chief for 18 years. Doris Agnes Bourn was born in Manchester in 1916 
and owned the Doris Beauty Salon for 43 years.  
20 Dr. Davison was a chemist and inventor, serving as vice president of the Union Carbide Corporation. He held 28 
patents on lacquers, antiknock fuels, pickling inhibitors, laminated safety glass, and Bakelite.  
21 Dr. Casale’s grave is memorialized for his military service during World War I; he served as a Captain in the U.S. 
Army Meical Corp and was stationed in Germany. Francoise Hertoghe DeSpirlet was his second wife.  
22 Dooley, a native of Brandon, was a graduate of Burr and Burton Seminary and Boston College. He was stationed 
with the 7th Fleet Carrier Oriskany and involved in a series of air strikes over North Vietnam when he was killed. 
His parents lived in Manchester Center.  
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One of the few examples of a more ornate memorial in this part of the cemetery was placed in 
2022 to honor Carmen “Lu” French.23 In form and design, the white marble marker epitomizes 
those of the Rural Cemetery Movement. It has a large square base on which stands a coffin 
chamber with base and top ogee molding. The name “French” is carved in the face of the 
chamber. Round marble urns are located at either end, receptacles for flowers from visitors. An 
angel sits atop the chamber, gazing downward with a bouquet of flowers in one hand while her 
right hand rests on the coffin chamber. Typical of twenty-first century funerary art, the wings are 
stylized at the top with just the suggestion of feathers as they fall down her back behind the 
coffin chamber. Artistic and presenting the symbolism of mourning more common to the Rural 
Cemetery Movement, the angel is dressed in a flowing sleeveless gown with folds that are 
formalized. The angel has long curling hair, reminiscent of Lu French herself.  
 
2. Caretaker’s Cottage, 1886, 3032 Main Street, contributing building 
 
The caretaker’s cottage, the second such building to serve this purpose, stands one-and-a-half 
stories in height with a projecting side bay and an inset front porch. It is Queen Anne style with 
Eastlake influences. It is constructed of blue-gray limestone, with a red-shingled side gable 
jerkinhead roof. The roof slopes down to cover the inset porch, flaring at the ends. The 
projecting front and back gables are sheathed with stick-work, applied roundels, and rounded 
brackets. The end gables have similar stick-work with applied roundels and scrolled brackets. A 
semi-circular dormer rises from the roof over the inset porch. It has paired six-light casement 
windows set below a sunburst. The building is asymmetrically fenestrated with wood double-
hung and casement sash. Centered on the first story of the street-facing (west) gable end in the 
projecting bay is a triple bowed window, each opening holding nine-over-two double-hung sash. 
The segmentally arched opening has a stone lintel and keystones, ogee-molded continuous 
cornice, squared continuous sill, and four-part spandrel with applied roundels. The porch, with a 
solid limestone balustrade, has Doric columns supporting the roof. A single-leaf entry door is 
located at the center of the elevation, between the projecting bay and a paired ten-light casement 
windows. The side elevation, on the first story, is marked by a wide window opening with an 
arched limestone lintel and keystones. It holds two nine-over-two wood double-hung sash 
windows separated by a wide wood panel embossed with rosettes. Illuminating the stair hall is an 
elongated semi-circular arched opening holding paired fifteen-light casement windows and six-
light transoms set below a sunburst motif.  
 
A one-story wing projects from the north side of the building’s rear elevation. It is constructed of 
laid limestone and covered by a side gable roof covered in standing seam metal. Six-over-two 
wood double-hung sash pierces the elevations. An addition, likely constructed in 1981, projects 
from the north elevation, consisting of a two-story, gable-roofed garage addition of wood frame 
and cladding.  
 

 
23 French’s obituary noted that she was born in Miami and was an author, self-taught designer, gardener, clinical 
pharmacist with a doctorate, and composer. She and her husband of 30 years owned or invested in many Vermont 
businesses, including hotels/inns, a yoga studio, movie theater, and bookstore. 
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The caretaker’s cottage was built in 1886 for the Dellwood Cemetery Association with funding 
provided by Judge Mark Skinner at a cost of $6,000.24 It was designed by architect Frederick W. 
Stickney of Lowell, MA. The Dellwood Cemetery Association sold the property in 1981. 
 
3. North Entry Gates, ca. 1868, 1875, contributing objects 
 
The north entry features two sets of gates dating from the original 1865 Dellwood Cemetery 
design but placed about 1868.  
 
Originally, as shown in historic images, the 
entry featured four square posts, two on each 
side of the carriage entry (Figure 5). Milled-
point iron gates connected the two inner posts 
of the carriage entry. The outer posts formed 
the pedestrian entry to the cemetery, also 
originally with metal gates that were moved to 
the South Entry Gate in 1911. The posts are set 
on tall square bases with tapered shafts that are 
chamfered. Each is crowned by a Doric capital 
with a wide, flat top. The two outer posts once 
held elaborate bronze vases, “from which in 
summertime flowers and vines grow in 
harmonious profusion.”25 The two inner posts 
held marble balls set on square plinths. The 
larger posts announcing the entry to Dellwood 
Cemetery from the street are composed of 
square bases with chamfered shafts that taper. 
The faces of the posts are engraved with a 
stylized downward sword motif, a symbol of 
peace. Originally, bronze griffins topped the posts. These larger posts were connected to the two 
outer posts by three equally spaced metal pipes that ran down the shafts to frame the sides of the 
cemetery entry. The pipes have since been removed but the connection can still be seen in the 
marble of the posts. The squared caps of the remaining two outer posts now hold marble balls 
resting on pedestals. 
 
In October 1875, cemetery benefactor Mark Skinner purchased two Parian marble statues 
specifically for Dellwood Cemetery. The statues were set grandly atop the large entry posts that 
were part of the 1865 design, replacing the griffins that originally crowned the posts.26  One of 
the life-size statues represents the angel Gabriel with a trumpet, looking towards the heavens to 

 
24 $6,000 in 1865 is worth approximately $119,255 in 2025. 
25 Lewis Cass Aldrich, History of Bennington County, VT: With Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of Some of 
Its Prominent Men and Pioneers (Syracuse, New York: D. Mason and Sons, 1889), p. 373. 
26 With the new statuary from Skinner, the griffins were moved to rise from atop the receiving vault. They were 
stolen in the late 1970s. 

Figure 5. Late-nineteenth-century view of 
North Entry Gates (Manchester Historical 
Society). 
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depict Resurrection, and the second statue is a female (Mourning) looking down and strewing 
flowers on a grave.  
 
4. South Entry Gates, ca. 1868; moved 1911, contributing objects 
With the growth of the cemetery, the new south entry drive opened in November 1911. The two 
inner ca. 1868 posts and the pedestrian milled-point iron gates originally located at the North 
Entry were moved to the South Entry in 1911.  
 
5. Retaining Wall and Culvert, ca. 1925, contributing structure 
A fieldstone wall extends from the east pillar of the South Entry Gate, forming the retaining wall 
that runs along Vermont Route 7a on the south side. The wall is marked at the South Entry Gates 
by a large square post, composed of dry-laid fieldstones. The wall is topped by stones set with 
the short end up, creating a cresting. A stone conduit allows the stream to pass through the wall 
and under the thoroughfare. 
 
6. Highland Avenue Entry Obelisks, 1865, contributing objects 
Two marble obelisks serve as the eastern terminus of Highland Avenue, the roadway that serves 
as the divider between Evergreen Hill and Vernal Hill. The unpaved entryway is flanked by the 
eight-foot-high square obelisks, crowned with pyramidal caps.  
 
7. Dellwood Receiving Vault, 1865, contributing structure 
Built into the south slope of the hillside 
descending southward from the old burial 
grounds, the receiving vault is constructed 
of marble with limestone mortar. It features 
an arched wood door framed in white 
marble and a keystone carved with the date 
“1865,” noting the cemetery’s incorporation. 
Squared marble blocks cap the vault. Bronze 
griffins once stood atop the roof, moved 
from the two larger posts in 1875; they were 
stolen in the late 1970s.  
 
A cast-iron urn, which supports a large iron 
bowl, is located to the south of the receiving 
vault. It was once at the center of the circle 
for turning around. 
 
8. Stairs at Receiving Vault, 1865, 
contributing site 
A set of marble stairs, east of the receiving 
vault, rises to the top of the bluff. An allée 
of cedar trees lines the stairway. Although 
most of the treads have been removed or 
have been covered over by dirt and moss, the steps remain discernible and usable with care.  

Figure 6. Early-nineteenth-century view of the 
Receiving Vault, Myrtle Mound roundabout and 
urn, looking west. Note Old Burying Ground on 
hill to the right (Manchester Historical Society). 
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9. Dale Water Pond, ca. 1865, contributing site 
Located on the west side of the cemetery, Dale Water Pond is framed by Cypress Walk to the 
west, Arborvitae Way to the north, and Dale Avenue to the east. It is a 1.3-acre artificial pond 
created by the natural spring that runs through the property.  

 
10. Dale Water Pond Bridge and Dam, ca. 
1865, ca. 1911, ca. 1940, contributing 
structure 
A wood plank bridge crosses the stream at the 
western outflow of Dale Water Pond. The 
bridge was part of the original design but has 
since been updated and materials replaced in-
kind, ca. 1911 and ca. 1940. It rests on 
twentieth-century concrete abutments that also 
serve as the wing wall for the dam and 
spillway. The structure is a poured concrete 
gravity dam, which includes essential 
components such as its abutments and a 
spillway. 
 
11. Forest Water Pond, ca. 1865, 
contributing site 
Located on the east side of the cemetery, 
Evergreen Walk frames the Forest Water Pond 
to the north, Greenwood Avenue/Rose Leaf 
Avenue to the east, and Shady Walk to the 
south. It is a 2.8-acre artificial pond created by 
the natural spring that runs through the 
property.  

 
12. Forest Water Pond Bridge and Dam, ca. 1865, ca. 1911, ca. 1940, contributing structure 
A wood plank bridge crosses the stream at the western outflow of Forest Water Pond. Like Dale 
Water Pond Bridge, Forest Water Pond Bridge was part of the original design but has since been 
updated and materials replaced in-kind, ca. 1911 and ca. 1940. It rests on concrete abutments that 
act as the wing wall for the dam and spillway. The structure is a poured concrete gravity dam, 
which includes essential components such as its abutments and a spillway. 
 
13. Addition Gates, c. 1904, contributing objects 
Two marble posts flank the entrance to the 1904 addition. Set directly into the ground, each post 
is square and rises about six feet in height with no ornamentation.
 
14. Maintenance Building, 2005, non-contributing building 
The maintenance building is a prefabricated structure, measuring 30 feet by 50 feet. It stands one 
story in height on a concrete slab with corrugated metal siding and three garage bays. 

Figure 7. View of Dale Water Pond looking 
southeast, towards the south section of 
Dellwood Cemetery (Manchester Historical 
Society). 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 

  

X
 
  

X
 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

X 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Social History  
Landscape Architecture  
Art (funerary)  

 
Period of Significance 
1812-1940  

 
 Significant Dates  
 1812/1822   
 1865  
 1904  
 1940  

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  

 
 Architect/Builder 
 Hubbard, Henry Vincent (landscape architect, 1904 addition) 
 Olmsted Associates (landscape architecture firm, 1904 addition) 
 Stickney, Frederick W. (architect, caretaker’s cottage) 
 Thomas, Burton A. (landscape architect, 1865 design) 
 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
Dellwood Cemetery in Manchester, Vermont, is a historic site that reflects the evolution of 
American burial practices and attitudes toward death and memorialization. Three distinct periods 
of cemetery design are evident: early American burials, the Rural Cemetery Movement, and the 
Park Lawn Memorial Movement. The oldest burials were relocated in 1812 and again in 1822 
from the ca. 1784 burial ground in the original meeting house lot of Manchester Village, 
illustrating a funerary design that embraces death. The formal design of the 15-acre cemetery in 
1865 was by landscape architect Burton A. Thomas resulted in a romantic parklike setting that 
interacts with the existing landscape, presents fashionable works of art as markers and 
monuments, and encourages exploration and outdoor recreation. The 1904 addition covers 46 
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acres, reflecting a memorial park with a deemphasis on monuments in favor of unbroken scenery 
and a celebration of life to the design specifications of Henry Vincent Hubbard of Olmsted 
Associates. The cemetery serves as a testament to the lives of affluent and influential individuals 
who shaped Manchester and Vermont history, including those from the Revolutionary War 
period, state politics, local commerce, and the region’s development as a summer retreat. A 
diverse range of marker types is showcased, from early American slate tablets and modest 
twentieth-century marble ground markers and headstones to elaborate angelic figures, 
monuments, and mausoleums of the late nineteenth century. Dellwood Cemetery meets National 
Register Criteria A and C and Consideration D at the local level with Landscape Design, 
funerary Art, and Social History as the areas of significance. The period of significance extends 
from the 1812 reinternment of the ca. 1784 meeting house burial lot to 1940, when the dams and 
bridges were renovated.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Landscape Design 
Dellwood Cemetery represents three distinct phases of cemetery landscape design.  
 
Despite being relocated in 1812 and 1822, the new burying ground in what would become 
Dellwood Cemetery epitomized early American burial customs, likely continuing the traits of its 
original colonial location in the meeting house lot. The reinterments were placed on a high, well-
drained plot, probably enclosed by wood fencing. The early nineteenth-century headstones were 
composed of slate or sandstone and arranged in long rows on a north-south axis facing west. As 
was common for the period, these tablet-style headstones were typically inscribed and 
embellished in low relief with the imagery of death, and later examples depict resurrection, with 
various decorative symbols. Much of the work was done by stone carvers whose craftsmanship 
was of outstanding quality, recognizable in one burial ground after another by common 
distinguishing motifs, craft techniques, or other signature marks.27 
 
With the expansion of the old burying ground in 1865 and the formal design of Dellwood 
Cemetery, the cemetery featured high-style ornamentation of the Victorian era, when “the arts in 
America achieved a high point of integration based on the ideals of Renaissance classicism.” 
According to National Register Bulletin #41, the ornamentation of this era: 
 

[w]as derived from the influence of the romantic movement in literature and art, which 
revered nature and sentiment. Grief and devotion could be expressed nobly in artistic terms by 
means of code-like imagery. Pyramid-capped mausoleums and tapering shafts on pedestals 
were among the popular monument forms drawn from the ancient world. Because of their 
association with Egyptian sepulchral monuments signifying eternal life beyond the earthly 
realm, the pyramid and obelisk became symbols for Christian belief in the eternity of the 
spirit. Indeed, obelisks were so widely used as grave markers that they, along with classical 
columns, account for much of the bristling quality of cemetery landscapes of the period. Some 

 
27 Potter, “National Register Bulletin #41: Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places.” 
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of the imagery was figural, encompassing effigies and idealized figures as well as lambs, 
cherubs, and other orders of angels.28 

 
Cemetery architect Burton A. Thomas’s design plan for Dellwood Cemetery reflects the 
ornamentation of the mid- to late nineteenth century, epitomizing the popular Rural Cemetery 
Movement and spotlighting that “nature was more important than a backdrop to the monuments,” 
and “it played an active role in the visitor’s experience of the place.” Embracing the picturesque 
landscape movement of the time, Thomas’s 1865 design incorporated the hilly terrain and 
created six distinct sections — Evergreen Hill, Vernal Hill, Cypress Hill, Landscape Hill, Laurel 
Hill, and Vista Hills. A valley named Wild Flower Vale, with three artificial ponds created from 
the natural stream, separates the north and south sections. Mature coniferous and deciduous trees 
are interspersed on the hills and within the vale. The plan included approximately two miles of 
curvilinear roadway that wound through the grounds, following the natural formation of the 
landscape.  
 
In 1904, the cemetery expanded once again with design guidance from Henry Vincent Hubbard 
of the Olmsted Associates. Reflecting a trend that moved away from the ornamentation of the 
Victorian era, the 1904 addition was designed in the lawn or memorial park movement. Starting 
in the late nineteenth century and progressing into the early twentieth century, the style reflected 
the shift from nature to culture and “instead of emphasizing botanical diversity in a Picturesque 
landscape of woodlands and green glades, cemetery designers now opted for broader lawns and 
sparser plantings.”29 It eschewed the high-style monuments found in the earlier parts of 
Dellwood Cemetery and embraced the open space of the site. Landscape architect Jacob 
Weidenmann, who led the Park Lawn Cemetery Movement, wanted cemeteries to “dispel gloom 
and dismay” and strove to create a sense of place. He opted for the passive usage of trees, the 
placement of benches, large grass-covered areas, and a uniformity in lot sizes, all elements 
reflective in the 1904 addition of Dellwood Cemetery.30 The Olmsted Associates report and 
Henry Vincent Olmsted’s 1904 design advised “all trivial, affected and petty decoration 
studiously avoided. The sense of rest and calm depends also in a very great measure upon the 
harmony of the design with the natural conditions.”31  
  
Art (Funerary) 
The earliest monuments from the Old Burying Yard, relocated to the Chapel Hill section of 
Dellwood Cemetery, and those placed originally in the Chapel Hill section, are tympanum 
markers with an arched or flat-topped tablet of slate or sandstone in shades of gray, blue, black, 
and brown. The tablet markers, ranging in heights and widths with finials or shoulders, are 
decorated with hollow-eyed skulls or death heads, coffins, demon-looking creatures, trees of life, 
urns, and geometric designs, all elements commonly found in cemeteries from this period, when 

 
28 Potter, “National Register Bulletin #41: Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places.” 
29 Sloane, “Memory and Landscape: Nature and History of the American Cemetery.” 
30 Bettina Van Dyke, “The Evolution of 19th and 20th Century Cemetery Landscape Designs as Exemplified by 
Hare and Hare’s Cemetery Designs” (Manhattan, Kansas: 1984). 
31 “Olmsted Associates Records: Job Files, 1863-1971; Files; 3014; Dellwood Cemetery; Manchester Center, Vt., 
1904,” 1904, mss52571, box B196; reel 154, Manuscript Division, 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss52571.mss52571-02-154_0711_0726/. 
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death and resurrection were embraced yet feared. The death heads on headstones, particularly the 
three-lobed shape common on early gravestones, symbolize the arches and portals the soul must 
pass through to reach eternity. The grimacing skull with features like hollow eyes and wings 
serves as reminders of mortality and the decay of the physical body. Later carvings, including 
more ornate designs featuring cherubs or other symbols like willow trees, represent the soul’s 
journey or the fleeting nature of life. Inscriptions in cursive that are now difficult to read are 
framed within oval or rectangular panels. Several of the earliest markers can be attributed to 
Samuel Dwight. 
 
The 1865 planned landscape design of Dellwood Cemetery reflects Manchester’s elite, who had 
elaborate plots and grand funerary monuments that tended to replicate their social and physical 
order. The plots were set within the landscape, in an asymmetrical fashion and framed by plain 
or elaborate iron fences, curbing, urns, garden plantings, and other embellishments. Like with 
most rural cemeteries, families were permitted to embellish and ornament their lots as they saw 
fit, a policy that not only emphasized the primacy of the family but was also believed to enhance 
the beauty of the cemetery landscape. The funerary artwork presents a variety of decorative 
styles that, depending on their period of installation, span from Greco-Roman Revival, Gothic 
Revival, Victorian, Arts and Crafts, Art Deco, and Moderne. The simplest markers are composed 
of slate and fieldstone; some have been moved here from other cemeteries. The more elaborate 
rural cemetery monuments and mausoleums are marble, limestone, or sandstone with Classical 
and Baroque motifs. Those markers dating prior to 1909 are likely attributed to W.H. Fullerton. 
 
To the south of Green Wood Avenue is the 1904 addition to Dellwood Cemetery, reflective of 
the Park Lawn Cemetery Movement gaining popularity in the twentieth century. The focus was 
placed on the whole site rather than on any individual feature, typically with the erection of a 
single prominent monument with similar individual stones to indicate burial sites. The 1904 
addition presents simple granite headstones with very little ornamentation and plantings. Typical 
of the cemetery markers of the second half of the twentieth century, the interments have beveled 
markers set on squared bases, upright stones on squared bases, and flat ground markers. The 
material tends to be polished marble or smooth granite with inscriptions that have been carved 
or, more often, laser engraved. Black and tan marble is introduced here into the cemetery. 
Personalization is provided through inscriptions or images that celebrate the individual’s life, 
thus abandoning the symbolism of death and mourning common to the nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century graves found elsewhere at Dellwood Cemetery. Markers are set in rows set 
widely apart, reminiscent of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, such as in the 
Chapel Hill Section, and in contrast to the Rural Cemetery Movement, where markers were 
sporadically placed within the landscape.  
 
Social History 
The social history of Dellwood Cemetery reflects the population of Manchester in the late 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries through to the twenty-first century. The cemetery became the 
final resting place for seasonal and permanent residents of Manchester and Southern Vermont 
who loved the views of Mount Equinox, the tallest peak of the Taconic Mountain range. 
Dellwood Cemetery was an important focal point of the community, serving as a record of 
society’s changing views and feelings about death, shown through memorials made by both 
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families and artisans. The memorial designs, materials, size, lettering, and inscriptions all reflect 
how loved ones were remembered and express how they lived and, in some instances, died. 
Wealthy, prominent individuals projected their status at their final resting place through funerary 
art and carvings. Vermont’s earliest residents, many with ties to the fight for Independence and 
Vermont politics, include the daughter of Revolutionary War hero Remember Baker, Benjamin 
Purdy, who fought with Colonel Ira Allen, General Christopher Roberts of the Green Mountain 
Boys, Governor Richard Skinner, and Vermont Chief Justice Loveland Munson. Dellwood 
Cemetery is the final resting place of former Manchester resident Mark Skinner of Chicago, who, 
along with Helmus M. Wells of New York City, saw the necessity of enlarging the cemetery 
grounds and donated 13 acres to the newly formed Dellwood Cemetery Association in 1865. 
Ornately carved markers that exhibit the elements of the Rural Cemetery Movement mark the 
burials of such prominent summer and year-round Manchester residents as Edward Swift Isham, 
Arthur and Clarie Taylor, and John Jacob Gunther. Grave markers of the early twentieth century 
located in the 1865-designed section of the cemetery set away slightly from the more ornate 
examples of the Victorian era, presenting simpler designs with less ornamentation, fewer applied 
motifs, and modest epitaphs; yet all reflect the social status of the deceased and provide 
mourning symbolism. Examples include well-known Vermonters like Alta Rockefeller Prentice 
and Ezra Parmalee Prentice, Walter J. and Anne Bent Travis, and the descendants of President 
Abraham Lincoln, to name only a few. 
 
As the three designs intended in their own ways based on popularized funerary fashions, 
Dellwood Cemetery was often a setting for private contemplation, exercise, and community 
events. The landscape design featured iron bridges, walks and trails, ponds filled with trout and 
swans, rustic seating, and carriage ways. The Dellwood Cemetery Association held suppers, 
concerts, and balls with music by local bands and visiting musicians or artists. The cemetery was 
the site for Manchester’s annual Memorial Day Exercises. Every summer, the association placed 
flowers throughout the cemetery, which created an “enchanted spot that attracts so many visitors, 
not only our townspeople but strangers and sojourners.” The flowers, grown in the greenhouse at 
the cemetery, showed the taste and culture of the community. In 1881, Superintendent Smith 
offered the excess plants grown in the greenhouse to visitors for the benefit of the cemetery. 
 
Since its establishment in 1812, Dellwood Cemetery has continued to serve Manchester as a 
landmark that recounts the community’s history both artistically and socially. 
 
Criteria Consideration D: Cemetery 
Dellwood Cemetery derives its primary significance from the graves of historical figures of 
importance to Manchester and Southern Vermont who undertook activities that determined the 
course of local and state history and reflect the cultural currents of their lifetimes. Dellwood 
Cemetery's overall design unifies three distinct styles, each containing memorials that beautifully 
capture personal family tributes and spiritual beliefs from different eras. The cemetery began in 
1812 with the relocation of Manchester’s Old Burying Ground in the pattern of early American 
burials. It was formally designed in 1865 to exhibit the fashions of the Rural Cemetery 
Movement and was expanded in 1904 to reflect the Park Lawn Memorial Movement. Interments 
date from ca. 1784, some no longer marked by headstones, to the present with active burials into 
the twenty-first century.  
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Integrity 
The design and evolution of Dellwood Cemetery occurred over three distinct periods of funerary 
design. Each period of design is distinguishable but collectively presents a cohesive cemetery 
documenting the history of Manchester and Southern Vermont. Although a few of the original 
markers have been lost and weathering is evident, the materials distinctive to each period of 
design and fashion remain, preserving the workmanship of the carvers, craftspeople, and 
methods of production. The cemetery was intentionally set in this location on the outskirts of the 
village, as was common. It expanded from this original two-acre plot to include the 13 acres 
donated for the creation of Dellwood Cemetery in 1865 and the 46 acres of the 1904 addition. 
The setting remains rural, exhibiting the characteristics of the landscape and iconic views of 
Southern Vermont. Dellwood Cemetery embraces the three periods of its design, presenting the 
feeling of death, resurrection, remembrance, contemplation, memorialization, and recreation 
while celebrating and commemorating those buried there. Since the first interments of 1812, 
Dellwood Cemetery has maintained a strong association with Manchester and Southern Vermont 
through its design, workmanship, staff and donors, and those buried there. Dellwood Cemetery 
has strong integrity to support its areas and period of significance under Criteria A and C and 
Consideration D.  
 
Historic Context 
 
Old Burying Ground Reinterment and Dellwood Cemetery Creation 1865 
 
When the village of Manchester, Vermont, was laid out in 1784, a two-acre parcel was reserved 
for the meeting house and schoolhouse. Unimproved space on that parcel, known as the meeting 
house lot, was also used as a burial ground. Due to the activities of the War of 1812, some of the 
burials and headstones were moved to another two-acre plot on the outskirts of the village to 
make way for a military parade ground. Then, when the first Bennington County Courthouse was 
built in 1822, the remaining interments and gravestones were also relocated to this second village 
burying ground. The relocated burying ground occupies the northeastern portion of what is today 
Dellwood Cemetery. Author Lewis Cass Aldrich noted the 1812/1822 relocated cemetery in his 
1889 history of Bennington County as a beautiful spot at the south end of the village.32 Despite 
being relocated, the new burying ground epitomized early American burial customs, likely 
continuing the traits of its original location in the meeting house lot. It was established on a high, 
well-drained plot, probably enclosed by wood fencing. The early nineteenth-century headstones 
were composed of slate or sandstone, arranged in long rows on a north-south axis facing west.  
 
By the middle of the nineteenth century, The Manchester Journal reported that the new two-acre 
burying ground had become “so fully occupied that it was no longer possible to excavate a grave 
therein without coming upon relics of some previous internment.”33 Former Manchester residents 
Mark Skinner of Chicago and Helmus M. Wells of New York City saw the necessity of 
enlarging the cemetery grounds, purchased 13 acres of adjoining land, and presented it to the 

 
32 Aldrich, p. 373. 
33 “Dellwood Cemetery Association,” The Manchester Journal, June 2, 1868, p. 2. 
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newly formed Dellwood Cemetery Association.34 The land was to be “surveyed and laid out in 
lots, venues, walks, alleys, and areas of such size and form as the trustees may direct.”35 The act 
of incorporation for the cemetery was introduced in October 1865 to the Vermont General 
Assembly by Representative Ahiman Louis Miner of Manchester. It was approved on November 
9, 1865, with 24 incorporators, including Skinner, Wells, and Miner. Nine of the men were to 
serve as trustees, meeting the following January at the Bennington County Courthouse.  
 
Dellwood Cemetery Association raised approximately $6,000 “for the embellishment of the 
grounds.”36 The Committee of Superintendence, consisting of A.G. Clark, Elias Burton, and 
Franklin Orvis, oversaw the execution of the plan.37 The Manchester Journal documented 
progress of the construction, “The favorable weather of the past week has been improved, and 
the work upon the grounds is considerably advanced.” By 1868, “the avenues and walks [had] 
been graded, a substantial fence, a receiving vault, two beautiful lakes, and a large iron vase 
(presented by Skinner) [were] placed in the center of one large circle, attracting attention for the 
visitor.” The cemetery was said to be “beautiful by nature and made attractive by art, [and] it is 
hoped will continue to be cared for all time to come.”38 The majority of monuments and 
headstones set between 1865 and 1915 were likely crafted locally in Manchester of Vermont 
marble and granite, facing west towards Mount Equinox, the tallest peak of the Taconic 
Mountain range.  
 
Rural Cemetery Design at Dellwood Cemetery 
 
Dellwood Cemetery was designed by Burton A. Thomas, a New York surveyor, engineer, and 
landscape architect. Thomas is credited with the design and layout of 25 cemeteries, and for 
many years served as the superintendent and surveyor for the Albany Rural Cemetery in 
Menands, New York, established ca. 1844. He was very familiar with the tenets of rural 
cemetery design, which had been broadly disseminated by the time Dellwood Cemetery was 
designed and constructed. His design for the ca. 1857 Vale Cemetery in Schenectady and the ca. 
1864 Jonesville Cemetery in Clifton Park, for example, offered a similar rural cemetery 
philosophy to that he implemented at Dellwood Cemetery in 1865. Natural features of the land 
that would be developed for Thomas’s only Vermont cemetery were exploited, among them 
water features and existing contours to create a manipulated landscape expressive of the design 
philosophies of the Rural Cemetery Movement first espoused some three decades earlier. As was 
common for the landscape architect, the Dellwood Cemetery design included winding carriage 
ways and paths given naturalist names suitably. This was all conceived in response to the 
existing land contours, while grave plots were laid out in flat areas or otherwise near scenic 
promontories. The ponds, noted in The Manchester Journal as artificial, were created by 

 
34 Aldrich, p. 373. 
35 Dellwood Cemetery Association, “Dellwood Association Minutes Book” (Manchester, Vermont, 1868). 
36 $6,000 in 1865 is worth approximately $119,255 in 2025. 
37 “Dellwood Cemetery Association,” The Manchester Journal, June 2, 1868, p. 2. 
38 “Dellwood Cemetery,” The Manchester Journal, November 21, 1865, p. 2. 
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sculpting the natural waterways and ravines, which channeled Vermont Route 7a.39 At the 
August 31st association meeting in 1869, there was “discussion in relation to building a 
greenhouse.”40 
 
The Rural Cemetery Movement was inspired by romantic perceptions of nature, art, national 
identity, and the melancholy theme of death. It drew upon the innovative burial ground design in 
England and France, particularly Père Lachaise Cemetery in Paris (1809-1815). Mount Auburn 
Cemetery, established in 1831 largely due to the exertions of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, a physician and 
member of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, is credited with inspiring the American rural 
or “garden cemetery” type. Its distinctive, picturesque layout and use of Egyptian architectural 
motifs established design precedents for later examples. Among Bigelow’s principal concerns in 
establishing the new cemetery in Cambridge were health issues relating to conditions of 
overcrowding in existing burial yards, a concern that was by no means unique. America’s urban 
centers were expanding rapidly, and as they did, the land available for burial yards, often in 
church yards, was decreasing, as was illustrated by the old burying ground of Manchester that 
was relocated in 1812/1822. Mount Auburn and the rural cemeteries that immediately followed it 
were significant not only as burial yards to meet this demand, but as places of recreation that 
formed a bridge to the park movement.41 Visitors were encouraged to use the grounds for 
picnicking and passive recreation, while reflecting on the dead and appreciating the funerary 
artworks.  
 
The rural cemeteries sought inspiration from the picturesque movement of Andrew Jackson 
Downing (1815-1852), a noted horticulturist, landscape designer, and critic of domestic taste. In 
his 1849 edition of Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening, Downing 
stated that the picturesque was “achieved not by size, but by shapes and outlines of trees, 
architecture, and grounds” and “the term represented primarily a rejection of all regular and 
geometric forms in landscape design.”42 Downing believed that the rural cemetery aimed “to 
soften and allay some of the feverish unrest of business which seems to have possession of most 
Americans, body and soul.”43 An 1857 article in The Country Gentleman described the plantings 
for a rural cemetery: 
 

Cemeteries are not be left naked and desolate, as were most of the old-fashioned burying 
yards…we conclude that a cemetery should be a pleasant, cultivated scene…the ground 
should be substantially enclosed with fences or hedges and belts of trees to give them an air 

 
39 “The Vermont Stockbridge,” The Manchester Journal, August 3, 1882, p. 2; William E. Krattinger and John 
Scherer, “Jonesville Cemetery, Jonesville, New York,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, 
Reference No. 14000132, (2014), Section 8. 
40 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book.” 
41 Other influencing examples include Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia (1836), Mount Hope Cemetery in 
Rochester, New York (1838), and Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn (1838). 
42 Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, National Gallery of Art, “Picturesque,” History of Early American 
Landscape Design, 2024, https://heald.nga.gov/mediawiki/index.php/Picturesque. 
43 David Charles Sloane, The Last Great Necessity: Cemeteries in American History, (Baltimore, Maryland: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1991). 
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of security and seclusion…and to make them appear to be suitable resting place and home for 
the dead.44 
 

Downing’s English-born protégé, Calvert Vaux 
(1824-1895), emerged as one of our nation’s 
premier architects and landscape designers, and 
a sometime partner of Frederick Law Olmsted 
(1822-1903). Varied and carefully manipulated 
topography, meandering circulation routes, and 
carefully orchestrated landscaping components 
formed the basic components of the rural 
cemetery type put forward by these early 
landscape designers. The cemeteries offered a 
respite, if only fleeting, from nearby developed 
areas and provided a suitably bucolic setting in 
which to contemplate life and death. These 
natural settings were designed to “elicit 
specific emotions, especially the so-called 
pleasures of melancholy that particularly 
appealed to contemporary romantic 
sensibilities.”45 This transformation sought to 
uplift the moral character of American society 
by creating environments conducive to 
contemplation and closeness with nature, 
resonating with the period’s philosophical, 
artistic, and societal advancements. Burton A. 
Thomas’s 1865 design of Dellwood Cemetery 
epitomized the American Rural Cemetery Movement.  
 
Ornately carved markers that exhibit the elements of the Rural Cemetery Movement 
implemented at Dellwood Cemetery mark the burials of such prominent summer and year-round 
Manchester residents as Edward Swift Isham, Arthur and Clarie Taylor, and John Jacob Gunther. 
By the early twentieth century, grave markers located in the 1865 designed section of the 
cemetery are simpler, with less ornamentation, fewer applied motifs, and modest epitaphs; yet all 
reflect the social status of the deceased and provide mourning symbolism. Examples include 
well-known Vermonters like Alta Rockefeller Prentice and Ezra Parmalee Prentice, Walter J. and 
Anne Bent Travis, and the descendants of President Abraham Lincoln, to name only a few. 
 
In June 1871, the Vermont Editors and Publishers Association visited Dellwood Cemetery, 
which was described as one of the “ornaments and lions of the village” and was “a beautiful spot, 

 
44 The Country Gentleman, November 1857, (Albany, NY: Luther Tucker, 1853-1865). 
45 Blanch Linden-Ward, “Strange but Genteel Pleasure Grounds: Tourist and Leisure Uses of Nineteenth-Century 
Rural Cemeteries,” Cemeteries & Gravemarkers: Voices of American Culture, (UMI Research Press, 1989). 

Figure 8. A late-nineteenth-century view of 
Dellwood Cemetery’s Forest Pond looking 
towards Evergreen Hill and the Old Burying 
Ground (Manchester Historical Society). 
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with a number of costly and elaborate monuments, all beautiful, and some of them rare, which 
adorn the parterres and plats.”46 
 
In 1874, the Rutland Daily Globe described the cemetery: 
 

It comprises a tract of about fifteen acres, neatly laid out into lots, many of which are 
finely terraced or surrounded by curbing of marble; dividing it almost into two equal 
portions is a brook, which is crossed by iron bridges and foot walks. Within the enclosure 
are two ponds of water in which trout of various sizes abound, and to add to the attraction 
of the place are a flock of swans who, at almost any time, can be seen floating on the still 
waters of the ponds. Around which are clumps of trees, under which rustic seats have 
been erected to afford seats to those who frequently enter and wander around the silent 
resting places of the dead. The roads are bordered with flower beds, which are kept free 
from weeds, and almost in the middle of the cemetery is a large circular flower bed, in 
the center of which is a large urn, at present being filled with beautiful and choice 
flowers. The entrance is through an iron gate on each side of which are two massive 
marble pillars, the outside ones being surmounted with an iron urn from which plants are 
growing, the inside and larger ones supporting a bronze figure.47 
 

Many headstones and markers of Dellwood Cemetery were 
manufactured by William H. Fullerton (1834-1909), who 
owned marble and granite works in Manchester Depot, 
Woodbury, and Hardwick (Figure 9). His advertisement 
boasted that “more than 200 specimens of the work done 
here can be seen in Dellwood Cemetery.”48 Fullerton, a 
veteran of the Civil War, was noted in The Manchester 
Journal in 1865 as having “probably the largest and best 
establishment for finishing marble in this part of the 
country.” The article professed that Fullerton used the very 
best of American and imported marble, creating “all 
varieties of monuments and headstones….” The 
complimentary news article was printed directly above the 
articles of incorporation for the Dellwood Cemetery 
Association.49  
 
 
 
 
 

 
46 “Vermont Editors Excursion,” The Burlington Free Press, June 13, 1871, p. 3. 
47 “The Summer Resorts of Vermont, Manchester,” The Rutland Daily Globe, June 18, 1874. 
48 “F.H. Fullerton,” The Manchester Journal, November 7, 1901. 
49 “Local Intelligence: A Thriving Business,” The Manchester Journal, November 21, 1865, p. 2. 

Figure 9. 1901 Advertisement for 
Fullerton’s (Manchester Journal, 
November 7, 1901). 
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In 1875, Judge Mark Skinner acquired two Parian marble statues from Italy to adorn the 
cemetery entrance.  
 

[o]n the left stands a marble pedestal surmounted by a statue of “Mourning” depositing 
flowers. On the right, on a similar pedestal, a statue of “Gabriel” with trumpet in hand, 
personates the “Resurrection.” On the large gateposts are ornamental bronze vases, from 
which, in the summertime, flowers and vines grow in harmonious profusion.50 

 
William Fullerton installed the two statues, which added “much attraction to that beautiful 
spot.”51 An 1878 visitor commented that “for a small cemetery, Dellwood fairly rivals 
Greenwood or Laurel Hill for its beauty.”52 That same year, the association was “leveling the 
ground and straightening up the headstones in the old portion of the cemetery, which will add 
much to its appearance.”53 The following year, both the ponds were emptied in order to repair the 
dams and to build a flume at the lower dam.”54 In 1880, “the new greenhouse and other repairs 
about the buildings at Dellwood cemetery are quite noticeable additions.”55 An 1882 review 
commented that the brook and artificial ponds made “a Forest Hills in miniature of Dellwood.”56 
 
Rural cemetery elements of Dellwood Cemetery were described in detail in the Bennington 
County Directory, published in 1889:  
 

The avenues and walks wind about artistically over the more elevated ground and into the 
valleys beneath and along the beautiful creek, the damming of which creates two waterfalls. 
The stream is spanned by several rustic bridges. Under the bluff, with a broad carriageway in 
front, is situated the receiving vault, surmounted by bronze griffins, hedges of cedar, 
hemlock, and arbor vitae in various parts of the grounds, adding beauty and picturesqueness 
to the view. In summer, the margins of the walks are lined with beautiful flowers and foliage 
plants from the greenhouses of the association.57 

 
Dellwood Cemetery 1868-1904 
 
The Dellwood Cemetery Association was enacted through Bill H.178 on June 2, 1868. Among 
the first subscribers were Major Hawley, Elias B. Burton, A.C. Clark, A.S. Miner, J.B. Hollister, 
Francis Weatherby, Curtis Burton, Peter Dudley, Zera Hard, S.D. Coy, Franklin H. Orvis, 
Samuel G. Cone, Charles D. Munson, A.J. Gray, M.S. Colburn, C.B. Munson, Loveland 
Munson, and William B. Burton. The organization consisted of nine trustees, with the inaugural 
board consisting of Mark Skinner, Helmus Wells, A.G. Clark, F.H. Orvis, E.B. Burton, S.G. 

 
50 Aldrich, p. 373. 
51 “Judge Skinner,” The Rutland Daily Herald, October 15, 1875, p. 3. 
52 “A Jerseyian Among the Green Mountains,” The Manchester Journal, September 5, 1878, p. 2. 
53 “The Directors of Dellwood,” The Manchester Journal, October 31, 1878, p. 3. 
54 “Both the Ponds,” The Rutland Daily Herald, October 9, 1879, p. 3. 
55 “Manchester,” The Rutland Weekly Herald and Globe, November 18, 1880. 
56 “The Vermont Stockbridge,” The Manchester Journal, August 3, 1882, p. 2. 
57 Aldrich, p. 373 
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Cone, E.J. Hawley, J.B. Hollister, and C.B. Munson.58 The first officers were Peter Dudley as 
president and Samuel G. Cone as secretary. The association was allowed to assess a tax not 
exceeding 5% of the value of the lots. The funds collected were used for the maintenance of the 
grounds and paying off any debts incurred.  
 
After the formation of the Dellwood Cemetery Association, the first few years were focused on 
obtaining subscriptions and building an endowment. Curtis Burton and Guy Brownson oversaw 
much of the early labor. Initial expenditures included making a fence (Perkins & Utley), planting 
trees (J. Slocum), marble posts (Hay & Eggleston), lumber (Josiah Brown and S. Pettibone), 
masonry work (W. Bowen, Joshua Ramsbottom), cement (J.S. Thompson), marble (E.J. 
Hawley), timber (A.S. Canfield), blacksmithing (George Dalton), and purchase of stone (Noble 
J. Purdy).  
 
In 1869, George Smith (1842-1921) was hired as superintendent to oversee all work on the 
grounds of the cemetery. Born in London, England, Smith resigned after one year at Dellwood 
Cemetery and moved to Long Island. Smith and his wife Phyllis became naturalized American 
citizens in 1872, returning that year to Manchester and “the rest of his life was spent in this 
village, which he loved so well.” He was listed in the US census records as a gardener and 
florist. Smith retired from the superintendency of the cemetery in 1909, working “for nearly 40 
years, and much of the beauty of that spot is due to his ability and knowledge of landscape 
work.”59 Smith also served for 25 years as health officer, president of the board of trustees of the 
village, and board of trustees of Dellwood Cemetery and the Mark Skinner Library. He was 
interred at Dellwood Cemetery in 1921. 
 
In 1870, the Dellwood Cemetery Association held a supper, concert, and ball as a fundraiser, 
raising $400.60 The event featured music by Eastman’s College Band, Frank Tyron, the world-
renowned Boy Drummer of the Potomac, a performance by the Excelsior Quartet Club, comedic 
remarks by Mr. Barke, and the harmonica medley of Beat, Wacks, Pepper, and Korn. The event 
was repeated in 1872 at the Manchester Music Hall with 67 attendees from Manchester, 
Bennington, Arlington, Dorset, and Rutland. 
 
Every summer, the Dellwood Cemetery Association placed flowers throughout the cemetery, 
which created an “enchanted spot that attracts so many visitors, not only our townspeople but 
strangers and sojourners.” For people “troubled with an affection of the heart very frequently 
stray that way and…have often found relief in the quiet shade, listening to the music of the 
waterfall.”61 The flowers were grown in the greenhouse, overseen by Superintendent Smith. The 
beautiful layout and decoration showed the “taste and culture of the community.”62 In 1881, 
Smith began to sell excess plants grown in the greenhouse (Figure 10) for the benefit of the 
cemetery. 
 

 
58 “Cemetery,” The Manchester Journal, March 6, 1866, p. 2. 
59 Obituary, “George Smith.” The Manchester Journal, March 31, 1921, p. 8. 
60 “Manchester,” The Rutland Daily Herald, January 31, 1870, p. 3.; $400 in 1870 is equal to $9,892 in 2025. 
61 “The Flowers...,” The Manchester Journal, June 19, 1873, p. 3. 
62 “Manchester,” The Daily News, July 30, 1875, p. 3. 
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The cemetery was the site for 
Manchester’s annual Memorial Day 
Exercises. A procession began at the 
Grandy Army Hall and ended at the 
cemetery, where the participants placed 
flowers upon the resting spots of 
Manchester’s fallen war heroes. The 
exercises then went to the Factory Point 
Cemetery on the northeast side of 
Manchester. Eventually, Memorial Day 
exercises incorporated a visit to Dorset. 
 
In 1886, the state of Vermont amended 
the Dellwood Cemetery Association 
charter by changing the trustee size 
from nine to eleven, with eight 
members required to be residents of 
Vermont.63 That same year, the 
Dellwood Association tore down the 

old caretaker’s cottage. Judge Skinner funded the construction “upon the lands of the association 
for the residence of its superintendent, a cottage, beautiful in design and of enduring material.”64 
The association hired Frederick W. Stickney of Lowell, MA, to design the new cottage. H.E. 
Fletcher, a granite dealer from West Chelmsford, MA, was “trimming the stone for the stone 
cottage to be built at Dellwood Cemetery.”65 The new building was constructed of blue stone, 
built by a Lowell workforce, and costing over $6,000.66 Dying nine months after the cottage’s 
completion, Skinner’s “last gift was the elegant blue stone cottage which will always remain a 
fitting monument to his memory.”67 
 
The superintendent’s cottage was a “substantial stone structure standing near the north end of the 
grounds.” It was “occupied by Mr. George Smith, under whose care and attention the cemetery 
increases in beauty with each succeeding year.”68 Smith, who served the association for over 
forty years, was paid an annual salary of $600 and provided free housing69 Attached to the house 
was the ca.1869 greenhouse, which was built by a mason by the name of Brown.70 The 
superintendent’s cottage also had an accompanying barn. In 1888, the board voted “that if 
thought feasible by the committee of superintendence, we build an additional greenhouse.” Three 
years later, the board appropriated $200 for the erection of that additional greenhouse. In 1893, 

 
63 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book.” 
64 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book.” 
65 “H.E. Fletcher,” The Rutland Daily Herald, March 18, 1886, p. 1. 
66 $6,000 in 1886 is worth approximately $206,793 in 2025. 
67 “The Hon. Mark Skinner L.L.D.,” The Manchester Journal, September 29, 1887, p. 2. 
68 “The Hon. Mark Skinner L.L.D.,” The Manchester Journal, September 29, 1887, p. 2. 
69 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book.” 
70 “Vermont News, Bennington County: Mr. Brown,” The Rutland Daily Herald, September 23, 1869, p. 3. 

Figure 10.1881 Advertisement for the Dellwood 
Cemetery Greenhouse (Vermont Watchman and State 
Journal, April 27, 1881). 
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the board decided that still another greenhouse was necessary. The association also resolved to 
run pipes to the greenhouse for watering purposes as well as run pipes “south of the ravine and 
brook for irrigating purposes.”71 
 
The 1889 expenses of the association included plants, flowers, gravestones, vaults, drain tiles, and 
burial lots. Amongst the vendors used were J. Whipple (oats and feed), A Rother and Sons (seeds), 
and J. McBride (lumber). Vendors in 1893 included George Dalton (blacksmith), R & J. Farquahr 
(seeds), S.H. West (stone markers), and George S. Wisell (blacksmith).  
 
The original 1865 design for Dellwood Cemetery included three circular barrows or mounts. 
Cypress Mound was designated to be ornamented with a monument to soldiers. By 1895, the 
mound was not used for its intended purpose, and Franklin H. Orvis purchased the mound for 
$1,000 and directed the association use the funds to have the proposed monument erected outside 
the cemetery grounds. The Cypress Mound then became known as the Orvis lot, where two 
burial lots were established and offered at $55 apiece.72  
 
Expansion of Dellwood Cemetery in 1904 and the Park Lawn Cemetery Movement 
 
Dellwood Cemetery was expanded in 1904 when the association purchased approximately 46 
acres from the adjoining Henry O’Hare farm. The sale price was $2,929.06.73 At the same time, 
the association deeded Robert Todd Lincoln a six-rod strip of land to widen the access road to 
Hildene, his Manchester summer home completed in 1905. Lincoln was the eldest and only 
surviving son of President Abraham Lincoln; he served as Secretary of War in the 
administrations of James A. Garfield and Chester A. Arthur.  
 
The association hired the Olmsted Associates of Brookline, Massachusetts, to design the 
addition. The firm recently worked on the landscape of the adjoining Hildene estate.74 In October 
1904, Allen L. Graves, the owner of a Manchester dry goods store and trustee of the Dellwood 
Cemetery Association, wrote to Olmsted Associates: 
 

Several years since I know, members of your firm came to Manchester … in consultation 
regarding the Dellwood cemetery grounds. We have begun adding a plot on the south 
side this year, and want to get some general ideas as to the procedure with it. Can one of 
you come here and help us out.”75 

 
On November 17, 1904, the Olmsted Associates had landscape architect Henry Vincent Hubbard 
make a two-day visit to Manchester to assess the site further. Hubbard met with E.J. Hawley of 
Manchester. The two took a carriage from Manchester Depot to the Equinox Hotel to meet with 

 
71 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book.”. 
72 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book.” 
73 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book;” the 1904 purchase price is worth approximately $106,595 in 2025. 
74 “Mr. Graves,” The Bennington Evening Banner, November 22, 1904, p. 3. 
75 “Olmsted Associates Records: Job Files, 1863-1971; Files; 3014; Dellwood Cemetery; Manchester Center, Vt., 
1904,” 1904, mss52571, box B196; reel 154, Manuscript Division, 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss52571.mss52571-02-154_0711_0726/. 
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Edward Orvis and George Smith, who was superintendent of the cemetery. After spending the 
evening at Charles Orvis’s boarding house, Hubbard met with Smith, Orvis, Hawley, and Graves 
the following day at the Equinox House.76  
 
Hubbard sketched “roughly in pencil during his visit, some sort of design which you could have 
elaborated without incurring the expense of having us prepare plans here.” Within a few weeks, 
Olmsted Associates provided a sketch of the south addition (Figure 11).  

 

 
76 “Olmsted Associates Records,” 1904. 

Figure 11. “Dellwood Cemetery, Manchester, Vermont Sketch for Road System, 
November 17, 04” (Olmsted Archives, Frederick Law Olmsted NHS, NPS, 
#2001.001/01.03014) 
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Olmsted Associates charged Dellwood $52.19 for two days of work and a written report.77 On 
November 25, 1904, Olmsted Associates sent the report to Graves, outlining principles that 
would guide the expansion of Dellwood Cemetery and its future development. The report praised 
the existing grounds and emphasized that cemeteries were intended as permanent places of rest 
and dignity, requiring designs that conveyed repose, harmony, and simplicity. It stressed that all 
features needed to relate closely to natural landforms and existing conditions, avoiding trivial 
decoration and visual clutter. 
 
By the time of the 1904 expansion, a new type of cemetery design was taking root in the United 
States. The perpetual care lawn cemetery or memorial park was a transformation of the rural 
cemetery ideal, with its lawn plan de-emphasizing ornate monuments in favor of unbroken lawn 
scenery, or common open spaces. The lawn park cemetery provided a “more rational and 
efficient” alternative to the rural cemetery, with gently flowing lines, roundness and regularity, 
balance and symmetry, perfection and repose, and the pastoral rather than picturesque. With less 
of an emphasis on death, the experience of a lawn park cemetery included mowed paths, 
trimmed and general landscaping, and clean individual headstones. The markers lacked 
ornamentation, presenting shallow profiles barely rising from the ground and placed 
symmetrically in rows. Many advocates for the lawn park style viewed the excessive 
ornamentation as “promiscuous and tasteless decoration...defacing and destroying” the cemetery 
grounds.78 The Olmsted Associates keenly embraced and practiced the ideals of the lawn 
cemetery or memorial park.  
 
At Dellwood Cemetery, the design of the Olmsted Associates emphasized the importance of an 
overall, coherent plan that allowed for gradual construction over many years while maintaining a 
unified appearance. Road layouts were described as intentionally simple and limited in number 
to reduce maintenance costs and preserve broad landscape effects. Roads were positioned to 
follow natural contours, preserve burial land, and allow for substantial planting of trees and 
shrubs. Planting strategies balanced open lawn areas with massed vegetation to frame 
monuments and maintain distant mountain views. The report described preferred areas for early 
expansion, improvements to entrances, and careful handling of grades and drainage. It also 
addressed the placement of service functions where they would remain visually unobtrusive. 
Finally, it recommended detailed topographic mapping to guide future development, support 
orderly year-by-year expansion, and ensure that long-term growth remained consistent with the 
1904 design intent.  
 
Olmsted Report Excerpts: 

In presenting the accompanying report for the development or the extension of Dellwood 
Cemetery, we venture to congratulate you, both upon the beauty of the existing cemetery 
and upon the progress already made toward future possibilities of the land which you 
have lately acquired. 
 

 
77 “Olmsted Associates Records: Job Files, 1863-1971; Files; 3014; Dellwood Cemetery; Manchester Center, Vt., 
1904,” 1904, mss52571, box B196; reel 154, Manuscript Division, 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss52571.mss52571-02-154_0711_0726/. 
78 Sloane, The Last Great Necessity: Cemeteries in American History. 
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In the preservation of the whole as indicative of a place of rest and to be used as a 
cemetery and in the development of such a tract of country both for beauty of appearance 
and for convenience of use, the following considerations seem to us to be of importance. 
 
A cemetery should be essentially a place of rest and of dignity. This effect of dignified 
repose can be produced only by a thoroughly harmonious design. In the treatment of the 
ground, then, and in the tree planting and setting out of flower beds and harmony should 
be sought, and all trivial, affected and petty decoration studiously avoided. The sense of 
rest and calm depends also in a very great measure upon the harmony of the design with 
the natural conditions. The disposition of the roads should seem to be the simple and 
natural one. The variety and the arrangement of the trees and shrubs should be for the 
most part such as might be found naturally on the spot…. 
 
A cemetery, more than almost any other thing made by man, is designed for permanence. 
It need not be constructed at once in its entirety; it may exist for an indefinitely long time 
and it will probably be in the care of many different men before it reaches its final 
development. It is very desirable, therefore, that there be somewhere prepared a plan for 
the completed work, not perhaps in great detail, but in all events setting forth the effect to 
be finally attained, so that in the growth of the cemetery care can not only be taken for 
temporary or local reasons which later may have to be changed, or which is not 
dependent upon permanently nor the convenience of the existing design. And the whole 
should be, as far as is consistent with the excellence of the final result, capable of 
construction in parts, such stage of construction making the plan a coherent whole…. 
 
The general scheme which we have worked out for the development or the extension of 
Dellwood Cemetery, having in mind especially the above considerations, consists 
essentially of straight roads, running in conformity with the ground at a varying distance 
from the boundary, but always at sufficient distance from the boundary for adequate 
plantation of shrubs and trees, and an average width of about 100 feet for burial lots. 
Human needs are such that the middle of the cemetery there is on the road, and attaching 
to the intermediate areas into accessible spaces, in a system or correspondence of small 
importance. All of those roads are in general lines for easy accessibility, they being 
accorded with the landscape and with the roads of the old cemetery, practically they are 
too numerous in construction and scarcely exceed this. They have also been so far as 
practicable laid out in the hollows of the ground, both so that they shall be less 
conspicuous and so that the condition of the land can be carried out, the road lines as far 
as possible, and not encroach the land available for burial purposes…. 
 
The tree and shrub planting within the limits of the boundary road to Dellwood should be 
open character. There should be in some cases masses of planting and groups of trees, but 
also many stretches of lawn and grassy openings preserving the view of the surrounding 
mountains. The heaviest planting should be generally on the median line of the spaces 
between the roads, thus forming backgrounds for the monuments which will be set on 
those roads. Such planting should also prevent too frequent views in which the breadth of 
effect is spoiled by the large number of unrelated monuments…. 
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At the junction of the various roads there should be attractive but simple points of interest 
and decoration that on the main entrance north and south drives define the lay-out. One 
effect of this drive should come on the north approach line, at the northeast corner of the 
present upper grave. These spaces will open up and afford distant views and will serve as 
points of interest in varying interest along the drive. They may well be decorated with 
flowers in broad masses. We should advise strongly against the miscellaneous scattering 
of flowers in small beds, both as being difficult to maintain and as giving a trivial and 
restless effect entirely out of harmony with the repose which should be the object of the 
design.79 

 
It was reported that the new landscape design cost between $26,000 and $30,000 to build, with 
new roads and installation of appropriate funerary landscaping.80 Under the direction of the 
Olmsted Associates, the 1904 addition to Dellwood Cemetery presented this new lawn park 
cemetery design, abandoning the statement of social class reflected eternally through elaborate 
cemetery plots and grand funerary monuments, iron fencing, stone curbing, and other 
embellishments. Rather, laid out on a flat grassy surface, the 1904 addition presented uniform 
burials and less emphasis on ornamentation and asymmetry.  
 
George Smith, the cemetery’s long-standing superintendent, retired in 1908.81 Upon his 
retirement, Smith was named to the association board. The Deerfield Valley Times, published in 
Wilmington, noted that Smith had personally supervised every interment at Dellwood Cemetery 
during his forty years of service.82 Smith oversaw the first of the renovations to the dams and 
bridges that required regular upkeep. The next superintendent, hired in May 1914, was Arthur H. 
Darling (1858-1933). A native of Williamstown, MA, Darling oversaw the cemetery and 
greenhouses at Dellwood for 14 years, resigning in January 1928.83  
 
In the early 1940s, the Dale Water Pond bridge and dam (HD #10) and the Forest Water Pond 
bridge and dam (HD #12) that were part of the original 1865 design required rehabilitation due to 
the deterioration common to those structures in contact with water. The bridges were simply 
wood planks that crossed the ponds. Previously updated ca. 1911, the ca. 1940s work included 
replacement of materials like poured concrete abutments to ensure safety and continuation of the 
picturesque vistas for which the cemetery was known.  
 
In October 1945, a conflagration destroyed the storage barn. At the time of the fire, the barn held 
the cemetery’s equipment as well as several headstones. Then-superintendent Clifford B. 
Graham heard a large explosion in the middle of the night, most likely “caused by gasoline in 

 
79 “Olmsted Associates Records,” 1904. 
80 “A Landscape Architect,” St. Albans Daily Messenger, November 23, 1904, p. 3; $26,000 in 1904 is equivalent to 
approximately $910,045 in 2025. 
81 “Dellwood Association Minutes Book.” 
82 “George Smith,” Deerfield Valley Times, August 21, 1908, p. 2. 
83 “Former Cemetery Superintendent Dies,” The Manchester Journal, April 13, 1933, p. 1. 
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one of the cars.”84 A new building was constructed for approximately $4,000 and consisted of an 
office, a storage room, and a two-bay garage.85 By the mid-1970s, the flower shop and 
greenhouses were in deteriorating condition, with the roof structures failing in both buildings. 
Between 1979 and 1981, the Dellwood Cemetery Association demolished the greenhouses and 
flower shop. The foundations of the greenhouses and flower shop were removed ca. 2014 to 
provide additional burial plots. The association voted in 1981 to sell the caretaker’s cottage, with 
the proceeds going towards general improvements and endowment for the cemetery.  
 
As of 2026, Dellwood Cemetery continues to offer burials. 
 
The Players of Dellwood Cemetery 
 
Mark Skinner: Cemetery Benefactor and Association Board Member 
 
Mark Skinner (1813-1887), born in Manchester, was a notable figure in Chicago’s legal and 
civic spheres. The son of former Vermont Governor Richard Skinner, he pursued his education at 
Pittsfield Academy and the University of Vermont before studying law in Saratoga Springs, New 
York, and later at New Haven Law School. After earning his law degree, Skinner relocated to 
Chicago, Illinois. In 1839, Skinner’s career in public service began when he was elected City 
Attorney of Chicago. His influence grew, and in 1844, President John Tyler appointed him U.S. 
Attorney for the District of Illinois. Skinner’s political trajectory continued upward with his 
election to the Illinois House of Representatives in 1846, and in 1851, he became Judge of the 
Cook County Court of Common Pleas. Beyond his legal and political roles, Skinner was deeply 
involved in community and civic initiatives. He was instrumental in founding the Young Men’s 
Association of Chicago, which eventually evolved into the Chicago Library Association. He also 
served as the first president of the Board of Directors of the Chicago Reform School. He made 
significant donations to the Mark Skinner Library in Manchester Center. Skinner’s name lives on 
in Chicago through Skinner North and Skinner West public schools. His leadership extended to 
the corporate sector as well; he served on the boards of directors of the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad and the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad. His commitment to community 
service extended to his work as a trustee of the Cook County Hospital, the Illinois Charitable Eye 
& Ear Infirmary, and as a charter member of the Second Presbyterian Church. Skinner died in 
1887 and was interred at Dellwood Cemetery. 
 
Helmus Munson Wells: Cemetery Benefactor and Association Board Member 
 
Born in Manchester, Helmus Munson Wells (1816-1878) was one of the largest lumber dealers 
in Troy and New York City, and “well known in banking and other business circles.” Wells 
served as a trustee for Wells, Bontecou & Company, a New York petroleum corporation. His 
1878 obituary, which appeared in several Vermont newspapers, stated “he was one of the 
originators and incorporators of the [National] Broadway Bank and served as Assistant 

 
84 Dellwood Cemetery Association, “Letter, Dellwood Association to Henry Sheldon,” October 26, 1945, 
Manchester Historical Society, Manchester, Vermont. 
85 $4,000 in 1945 as the same value as $71,994 in 2025. 
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Alderman of the Ninth ward for several years…. He led a quiet life adorned by many acts of 
unostentatious charity and benevolence.”86 Wells died in 1878 and was interred in Greenwood 
Heights, in New York.  
 
Burton A. Thomas: Surveyor and Landscape Architect 
 
Born in Stephentown, New York, Burton Arnold Thomas (1809-1880) was the son of Peleg and 
Freelove Thomas. He married Maria Clipperly in 1831. He was a Troy-based surveyor, engineer, 
and landscape architect, responsible for the design of approximately twenty-five New York State 
cemeteries. Amongst his cemetery designs are Riverside Cemetery in Scriba (1855), Vale Park 
Cemetery in Schenectady (1857), Green Hill Cemetery in Amsterdam (1858), Maple Grove 
Cemetery in Clyde (1859), and the Jonesville Cemetery in Jonesville, Saratoga County, New 
York (1864). He served many years as the superintendent and surveyor for the Albany Rural 
Cemetery in Menands, New York. He surveyed Interlocken Park in Troy in 1874. As a civil 
engineer, he was involved with two projects in his hometown of Sand Lake in Rensselaer 
County. Thomas worked on Burden Lakes and the enlargement of Glass Lake “in association 
with hydraulic water control along the course of the Wyantskill and by doing so to regulate its 
flow, thereby increasing its usefulness for milling purposes.”87 He held the offices of 
commissioner and inspector of schools, town clerk, postmaster, town supervisor, and justice of 
the peace, and was secretary of the Anti-Rent Association in Rensselaer County.88 Burton and 
Mariah Thomas lived in the Sand Lake neighborhood of Troy. Their son, Jeffrey P. Thomas, also 
worked as a surveyor. Manchester’s Dellwood Cemetery was Burton Thomas’s only cemetery 
design in Vermont. 
 
Frederick W. Stickney: Architect (Caretakers Cottage, 1886) 
 
Born in Lowell, Massachusetts, Frederick W. Stickney (1853-1918) studied architecture at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and apprenticed with Boston architects Hartwell and 
Swazey, H.H. Richardson, and Henry Van Brunt. He graduated in 1877 and received the Boston 
Society of Architects award for best student work of the year. Stickney initially worked with 
Lowell architect Otis Merrill. By 1881, he opened an office in Boston. Stickney was designed in 
a variety of styles, including Queen Anne, Shingle, Romanesque Revival, Richardsonian 
Romanesque, and Colonial Revival. In 1892, he partnered with William Austin of Boston. Nine 
years later, he operated his own office in Lowell, where he practiced until his death in 1918. 
Amongst his designs were the Rev. H.T. Rose House, aka Rosemary Lodge (1884, Southampton, 
New York), and the Kennebunk River Club Boat House (1890).89 His 1886 design for the 
caretaker’s cottage at Dellwood Cemetery reflects his architectural talents, standing today as a 
private residence near the entry to the cemetery it once served.  
 

 
86 “The East Branch Petroleum Company of New York,” The New York Times, February 20, 1865, p. 6; Obituary 
“Helmus M. Wells,” New York Daily Herald, April 23, 1878, p. 4. 
87 Krattinger and Scherer. 
88 Krattinger and Scherer; Nathaniel Bartlett Sylvester, History of Rensselaer Co., New York, 1880. 
89 Lowell Historic Commission, “Frederick Stickney,” City of Lowell, accessed May 17, 2024, 
https://www.lowellma.gov/1538/Frederick-Stickney. 
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Olmsted Associates, Landscape Design Firm (1904 Addition) 
 
Olmsted Associates was a Brookline, Massachusetts-based landscape architectural firm that 
evolved from the later career of Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) and continued under the 
leadership of his sons and close associates. As the senior Olmsted withdrew from active practice 
in the 1890s, management passed largely to John Charles Olmsted (1852-1920), who directed the 
firm through the early twentieth century and maintained its emphasis on naturalistic design, 
coherence, and long-term planning. During this period, the firm carried forward major 
commissions, including work at the National Zoological Park in Washington, D.C., 
Lawrenceville School outside Princeton in New Jersey, and numerous private estates and 
institutional landscapes. 
 
In the early twentieth century, leadership increasingly fell to Frederick Law Olmsted Jr. (1870-
1957), who combined professional practice with teaching and national leadership in conservation 
and parks planning. Under his direction, the firm undertook influential projects such as the 
landscape planning of the Biltmore Estate for the Vanderbilt family in North Carolina, major 
park and parkway systems, cemeteries, university campuses, and planned residential 
communities across the United States and Canada. As the firm expanded, it incorporated partners 
and associates beyond the Olmsted family, while continuing to shape American landscape 
architecture through designs grounded in natural scenery, restrained ornamentation, and 
comprehensive planning. 
 
Henry Vincent Hubbard, Landscape Architect (1904 Addition) 
 
Henry Vincent Hubbard (1875-1947) was an American landscape architect and educator who 
became a significant figure at the Olmsted brothers’ firm. He graduated from Harvard University 
with one of the first professional landscape-architecture degrees, trained under Frederick Law 
Olmsted Jr., and joined the Olmsted firm in the early 1900s, later serving as a partner until his 
death. Hubbard also became a prominent educator and theorist, teaching landscape architecture 
at Harvard. He co-authored the influential textbook An Introduction to the Study of Landscape 
Design (1917), helped establish landscape-architecture and city-planning education, and served 
as president of the American Society of Landscape Architects in the early 1930s.90  
 
Allen Graves, Dellwood Cemetery Association Trustee  
 
Allen L. Graves (1840-1909) was born in Rupert, Vermont, and moved to Manchester in 1865, 
where he joined the dry goods firm of Cone & Burton. Three years later, he became an active 
partner in Burton & Co.’s general store at Manchester Center, a business that operated 
successfully for more than 25 years. After the death of his partner, Graves purchased the 
remaining interest and continued the enterprise under his sole control. He played a prominent 

 
90 “A New Generation and a New Century: The Olmsted Brothers and Associates, 1900 to 1980 | Timelines | 
Articles and Essays | Olmsted Associates Records | Digital Collections | Library of Congress,” web page, Library of 
Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA, accessed January 20, 2026, https://www.loc.gov/collections/olmsted-
associates-records/articles-and-essays/timelines/olmsted-brothers-and-associates-1900-to-
1980/?utm_source=chatgpt.com. 
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role in Manchester’s financial and civic life. In 1883, he was selected as first vice president of 
the newly organized Factory Point National Bank and became its president in 1888. Under his 
leadership, the bank became one of the most successful financial institutions in southern 
Vermont. Graves also conceived and carried out the construction of the Union Opera House, 
erected after the 1893 fire that destroyed Estabrook’s Opera House. In addition to the Dellwood 
Cemetery, Graves served as a trustee for numerous local institutions, including Burr and Burton 
Seminary and the Mark Skinner Library. He maintained one of the largest general merchandise 
stocks in town. Later in life, he invested heavily in the Vail Light and Lumber Company at the 
foot of Lincoln Avenue. When the facility burned in 1904 without insurance, the loss proved 
financially devastating. He subsequently declared bankruptcy and died of consumption a few 
years later after a sharp reversal of fortune.91 
 
Samuel Dwight: Headstone Carver 
 
Samuel Dwight was born in Thompson, Connecticut, to John and Sybil Dwight. Dwight 
graduated from Yale University in 1773 and worked in New Haven as a teacher. He moved to 
southern Vermont in the late eighteenth century, where he engaged in headstone carving. A 
common image he employed was the soul of a dead person winging its way toward heaven; the 
soul appeared as a skull. Dwight’s work featured:  
 

[d]istinctive lettering style and the repetitive use of symbolic heart, hand, vine, and 
flower motifs. His stones are of white marble, large in size, except those for children, and 
the tympanums are usually cut in a characteristic double S curve configuration. This 
tympanum contour may have been borrowed from Zerubbabel Collins, another prominent 
carver working in the area. Dwight’s earliest effigy carvings (1790-1796) resemble the 
simple stick and cylindrical figures common to children’s drawings. Some of his stones 
are backdated, evidenced by his frequent use of two dates on a stone, one the death date 
and the other presumed to be the date of the stone’s commission. Dwight’s second phase 
(1796-1800) was characterized by the use of rounded, more developed portrait-like 
effigies, the addition of border designs, and the continued use of the tympanum contour 
described previously. Dwight’s work entered a third phase (1800-1810) in which he 
further simplified his style while retaining his favorite symbolic motifs. His last markers, 
which date to the 1820s, are noteworthy examples of the popular urn and willow genre.92  

 
 

 
91 “A Manchester Business Man Dead,” The Fair Haven Era, April 22, 1909, p. 1. 
92 Nancy Jean Melin, “Stonecutters and Their Works, Eighth of a Series – Samuel Dwight: Vermont Gravestone 
Cutter,” The Association for Gravestone Studies, n.d. 
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____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
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____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
__X__ Other 
         Name of repository: Manchester Historical Society 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 
 

 Acreage of Property 58.4 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1. Latitude: 43.153963  Longitude: -73.075983 

 
2. Latitude: 43.154784  Longitude: -73.073849 

 
3. Latitude: 43.154850  Longitude: -73.073162 

 
4. Latitude: 43.154478  Longitude: -73.073403 

 
5. Latitude: 43.154529  Longitude: -73.073275 
 
6. Latitude: 43.154223  Longitude: -73.073150 

 
7. Latitude: 43.153178  Longitude: -73.070825 

 
8. Latitude: 43.149156  Longitude: -73.070988 

 
9. Latitude: 43.149314  Longitude: -73.076270 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The boundary outlines the parcels of Dellwood Cemetery and the Caretaker’s Cottage as 
noted on Town of Manchester property records 20-20-51.00 and 20-20-45.00 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
The boundary of Dellwood Cemetery includes all the property associated with the creation 
and growth of Dellwood Cemetery from 1812 through to the 1904 addition. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: Brian Knight 
organization: Brian Knight Research 
street & number: PO Box 1096 
city or town: Manchester state: Vermont zip code: 05254 
e-mail:_brianknight@fastmail.fm 
telephone:_201-919-3416 
date: July 7, 2025 
 
Edited 
name/title: Laura V. Trieschmann, SHPO 
organization: Vermont State Historic Preservation Office 
street & number: 1 National Life Drive, 6th floor Davis Building 
city or town: Montpelier state: Vermont zip code: 05620 
e-mail: laura.trieschmann@vermont.gov 
telephone: 802-505-3579 
date: December, 2025 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Dellwood Cemetery 
 
City or Vicinity: Manchester 
 
County: Bennington   State: Vermont 
 
Photographer: Brian Knight 
 
Date Photographed: 5/9/2024 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
1 of 43: View of the old section of the cemetery (HD#1), looking east 
2 of 43: View of the old section of the cemetery (HD#1), looking west 
3 of 43: View of old section and 1865 cemetery (HD#1) looking east 
4 of 43: View of 1865 section of the cemetery (HD#1) on the south side of ponds, looking  
southwest 
5 of 43: View of Dale Water Pond (HD#9) in the foreground and old section of the cemetery 
(background), looking north towards the north gates (HD#3). 
6 of 43: View of the 1865 section of the cemetery (HD#1) and caretaker’s cottage (HD#2), 
looking northwest. 
7 of 43: View of Evergreen Hill of 1865 Section looking southwest 
8 of 43: View of Highland Avenue Gates (HD#6) looking south-southwest. 
9 of 43: View of North Entry Gates (HD#3) 
10 of 43: View of North Entry Gates (HD#3) 
11 of 43: View of North Entry Gates (HD#3) 
12 of 43: View of South Entry Gates (HD#4) and retaining wall (HD#5) 
13 of 43: View of retaining wall and culvert (HD#5) 
14 of 43: View of the trail system looking southwest. 
15 of 43: View of Forest Water Pond (HD#11) and 1865 Section (HD#1), looking north-
northwest. 
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16 of 43: View of Dale Water Pond waterfall and bridge (HD#10) 
17 of 43: View of Dellwood Receiving vault (HD#7), looking northwest. 
18 of 43: View of Receiving Vault Stairway (HD#8) looking north  
19 of 43: View of John and Susannah Roberts marker 
20 of 43: View of Christopher Roberts marker 
21 of 43: View of Dwight Stone carving of Desire R. Allis marker 
22 of 43: View of Skinner Plot 
23 of 43: View of Richard Skinner Sarcophagus  
24 of 43: View of Frances Watson Memorial 
25 of 43: View of Loveland Munson stone 
26 of 43: View of Carver Mausoleum 
27 of 43: View of Pettibone Memorial 
28 of 43: View of Burton Memorial 
29 of 43: View of Benjamin Roberts Memorial 
30 of 43: View of Caretaker’s Cottage (HD#2) 
31 of 43: View of Lancaster Mausoleum 
32 of 43: View of the back section of the 1865 Section with the Clara Sipperell memorial 
under the trees 
33 of 43: View of Orvis Plot 
34 of 43: View of Isham Memorial 
35 of 43: View of Ann Eliza Isham marker 
36 of 43: View of Vanderlip plot 
37 of 43: View of an urn 
38 of 43: View of the Arthur Taylor monument 
39 of 43: View of Gunther Memorial 
40 of 43: View of Wildi and Montgomery stones 
41 of 43: View of the Prentice memorial 
42 of 43: View of 1904 Addition (HD#1) 
43 of 43: View of Maintenance Shed (HD#14) 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). We may not conduct or 
sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 and Tier 4 levels 
with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting nominations. Send 
comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information Collection Clearance Officer, National 
Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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