
United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30-HR 

MAR 1 1 1971 

Mr. William B. Pinney 
State Liaison Officer 
Board of Historic Sites 
7 Langdon Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 

Dear Mr. Pinney: 

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Winston L. Prouty and George D. Aiken and 

Representative Robert T. Stafford are being informed. A leaflet 

explaining the National Register is enclosed for each of the property 

owners. Please withhold any publicity on this until you have received 

a carbon copy of the Congressional correspondence. 



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

VERMONT 

Castleton Medical College 
The Old Constitution House 
Vermont State House 
Eureka Schoolhouse 

Rutland County, Vermont 
Windsor County, Vermont 
Washington County, Vermont 
Windsor County, Vermont 
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F o r m 1 0 - 3 0 0 
( J u l y 1 9 6 9 ) 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R OF H ISTORIC P L A C E S 
I N V E N T O R Y - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Vermont 
C O U N T Y : 

Windsor 
F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

The Old Constitution House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

16 No. Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Windsor 

Ve moni 
CODE C O U N T Y : 

TT Windsor 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 
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C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i Id ing 

• S i t e • S t r u c t u r e 

• O b j e c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

K l P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• B o t h 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I | I n P r o c e s s 

j | B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

I I O c c u p i e d 

[21 U n o c c u p i e d 

i I P r e s e r v a t i o n w o r k 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

[ I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• N o 

P R E S E N T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 j C o m m e r c i a l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

• E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

I I G o v s r n m e n t 

j 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

I I M i l i t a r y 

XX Museum 

• P a r k 

I i P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I i S c i e n t i f i c 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

• O t h e r (Specify) 

1 ! C o m m e n t s 

f 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

OWNER'S N AME: 

Stats of Vermont, Board of Historic Sites 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

7 Langdon Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Montpelier 
¡ 5 . L O C A T I O N ¿ - L E G A L D S S C R 1 P T I O N ~ 

Vermont Hä 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F DEEDS, E T C : 

Office of the Secretary of State 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

State House 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Montpelier 
S T A T E 

Vermont 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E OF S U R V E Y : 

State Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 6 7 ~ 0 Ó • F e d e r a l X X S t a t e • C o u n t y Q L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Vermont Board of Historic Sites 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

7 Langdon St. 
CITY OR TOWN: S T A T E : CODE 

Montoelier Vermont 44 
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(7 . DESCRIPTION 

C O N O I T I O N 

(Check One) 

[ j g E x c e l l e n t • G o o d • F a i r • D e t e r i o r a t e d • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

(Check One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

(Check One) 

( X T / M o v e d I 1 O r i g i n a l S i t e 

DESCRIBE T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L ( i f known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Old Constitution House is a Colonial style building 
built c. 1777. It is white ciapboarded with a concrete 
foundation. It has 2 end interior chinneys and is two stories 
high with an ell. There is 1 porch in the front of the house 
and the entrance is in the center of the front. 

The Old Constitution House was built as a tavern. Over 
the years there have been slight alterations to interior and 
exterior and both have been skillfully restored. It was 
acquired in 19l4by the Old Constitution House Association, 
and moved to its present site and restored. The building 

originally a tavern continued as such until about 
was then turned into shops for retail merchandising 
manufacturing. In 1870 it was moved back from the 

converted into a tenement house. Prom about 
was used for the storage of merchandise. 

which was 
1848. It 
and small 
main 
1890 

street and 
to 1914 it 

For many seasons the House was 
the summer months, then, later became a popular eating place. 

ooerated as a tea room during 
h 

In J uns 1961 the property and furnishings were turned over to 
the State of Vermont. Several smaller rooms in the ell were 
eliminated to provide larger exhibit areas. The second floor 
of the ell was rebuilt. The building now houses a small 
museum. 
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i 
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£ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

& 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ' S ) (It Applicable and Known) July 8, 1777 
A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

[ H P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I | A g r i c u l t u r e 

X Q O A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

f | C o m m e r c e 

( } C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

| | C o n s e r v a t i o n 

| | E d u c a t i o n 

[ 1 E n g i n e e r i n g 

( \ I n d u s t r y 

( | I n v e n t i o n 

{ 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

j | L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i -

l o s o p h y 

[ I S c i e n c e 

I I S c u l p t u r e 

j 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n -

i t a r i a n 

[~1 T h e a t e r 

j j T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I U r b a n P l a n n i n g 

• O t h e r (Specify) 

Development 
of state. 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Often called the "Birthplace of Vermont" the Old 
Constitution House was a tavern In Windsor where on July 
1777, representatives of the New Hampshire Grants 
first Constitution of the "Free and Independent 
Vermont". 

8, 
adopted the 

State of 

On June 4, 1777, a group of 72 delegates from "New 
Connecticut" met at Windsor to commence the framing of the 
Constitution for the proposed Independent Republic. While 
convened in session a letter was read from Dr. Thomas Young 
of Philadelphia, a close friend of Ethan Allen. Besides 
advising the delegates on the necessary steps to statehood 
the letter recommended that the Convention adopt the name 
"Vermont", replacing "New Connecticut". 

On July 2, the delegates met again, this time in the 
tavern owned by Elijah West. Here was adopted Vermont's 
first Constitution. Vermont's Constitution became the first 
in the country to prohibit slavery and to establish universal 
manhood suffrage. 

The first Legislature, chosen In March, 1778, met at 
Windsor the 12th of that month. By initiating a government 
under authority of the 1777 Constitution, Vermont became a 
Republic, independent not only of Great Britain but of all 
the Colonies of States in North America. 

The Old Constitution House Is operated 
of Historic Sites as an historic shrine and 
Vermontiana. 

by the 
museum 

Board 
of early 



19. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

A Guide to Historic Sites in Vermont. Published by the 
Vermont Board of Historic Sites. 1959 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

CORNER 

NW 

N E 

S E 

s w 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OF A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

N43 29 03 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

W72 23 10 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1, 

1LIST A L L S T A T E S AND C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

CODE COUNTY 

C O U N T Y : 

COUNTY : 

T . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
NAME AND TI T L E : 

William B • Pinn°y. DJ reof-nr nf Historic Sites 
ORGANI Z A T I O N 

Vermont Board of Historic Sites 12/17/69 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

7 Langdon St. 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Montnelier 
12. STATE LIAfSON O F F I C E R C E R T I F ICA 1 ION 

As the d e s i g n a t e d S t a t e L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for t h e Na -
t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c I .aw 
89-665) , I h e r e b y n o m i n a t e t h i s p r o p e r t y for i n c l u s i o n 
in t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r a n d c e r t i f y t ha t it h a s b e e n 
e v a l u a t e d a c c o r d i n g to t h e c r i t e r i a and p r o c e d u r e s s e t 
fo r th by the N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e . T h e r e c o m m e n d e d 
l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s n o m i n a t i o n i s : 

N a t i o n a l • S t a t e L o c a l • 

Name / A ' \ j L u 3 4 0 4 4 i t 

Title Director of Historic Sif.e-S-
S L O 

Date November 12, I Q 7 0 

S T A T E 

Vermont t i 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER V E R I F I C A T I O N 

I h e r e b y c e r t i f y tha t t h i s p r o p e r t y is i n c l u d e d in t h e 

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

C h i e f , Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

A T T E S T : 

Keeper of The National Register 

D a t e 


