


























Rockingham 2023 CLG Grant Proposal 

Suppor�ng Materials 

 
1. Bellows Falls Opera House Historic Preserva�on On-screen slide 

 
2. “In Plain Sight: Documen�ng Underrepresented Communi�es” Session 

Proposal – Na�onal Alliance of Historic Preserva�on Commissions Forum 
2024, West Palm Beach, FL, July 31 – August 4, 2024 
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“In Plain Sight: Documen�ng Underrepresented Communi�es” Session 
Proposal – Na�onal Alliance of Historic Preserva�on Commissions 

Forum 2024, West Palm Beach, FL, July 31 – August 4, 2024 

 

In Plain Sight: Documenting Underrepresented Communities  
  
  
Organizer:   
Caroline T. Swope, M.S.H.P., Ph.D. 
City of Decatur 
Historic Preservation Specialist 
P.O. Box, 488  
Decatur, AL 35602 
256-476-7520 
cswope@decatur-al.gov 
  
Format: 
Panel discussion  
  
Session Organizer:  
Caroline T. Swope 
City of Decatur Historic Preservation Specialist 
  
  
Speaker 1:    Caroline T. Swope 
                        cswope@decatur-al.gov 
                        Historic Preservation Specialist, City of Decatur, AL 
  
Speaker 2:    Deqah Hussein-Wetzel 
                        deqah@urbanistmedia.org 
                        Urbanist Media, Executive Director 
  
Speaker 3:    Amanda J. DeCort 
                        amanda_decort@nps.gov 
                        Grants Management Specialist, National Park Service 
  
Speaker 4:    Walter Wallace 
                        clg@rockbf.org 

mailto:cswope@decatur-al.gov
mailto:cswope@decatur-al.gov
mailto:deqah@urbanistmedia.org
mailto:amanda_decort@nps.gov
mailto:clg@rockbf.org


Historic Preservation Commission Coordinator, Town of Rockingham, 
Vermont 

  
Speaker 5:    Daina Penkiunas 
                        daina.penkiunas@wisconsinhistory.org 
                        SHPO, Wisconsin Historical Society  
 
Caroline T. Swope has served as the Historic Preservation Specialist for the City of 
Decatur, Alabama since late 2019.  Prior to that she worked as a preservation 
consultant and an instructor at the university level.  She has served on preservation 
commissions, helped organize a preservation non-profit, and has worked on 
preservation outreach projects in several municipalities.   
  
  
Deqah Hussein-Wetzel 
Urbanist Media, Executive Director  
Deqah Hussein-Wetzel is a Somali-American historic preservationist and co-
founder/Executive Director of Urbanist Media, which dives deep into little-known 
stories of urban history, focusing on people of color and women.   
  
  
Amanda J. DeCort 
Grants Management Specialist 
State, Tribal, Local, Plans & Grants, National Park Service  
Amanda J. DeCort is a Grants management Specialist for the National Park Service 
in the State, Tribal, Local, Plans and Grants Division. She is the Program Lead for 
the Underrepresented Communities Grants program as part of her duties.  Past 
positions include serving as the Historic Preservation Officer for the City of Tulsa and 
the Executive Director of Tulsa Foundation for Architecture.   
  
  
Walter Wallace 
Historic Preservation Commission Coordinator 
Town of Rockingham, Vermont 
Walter Wallace is the Historic Preservation Commission Coordinator for the town of 
Rockingham, Vermont and a researcher with expertise on community economic and 
cultural impacts from economic and political disruption.  He has been overseeing an 
Underrepresented Communities Grant in collaboration with the Elnu Abenaki tribe for 
Bellow Falls, Vermont, with an emphasis on the larger cultural landscape that has 
been documented.   
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Daina Penkiunas 
SHPO, Wisconsin Historical Society  
Daina Penkiunas is the State Historic Preservation Officer for the state of 
Wisconsin.  She served as the National Register Coordinator for the SHPO and then 
served as Deputy SHPO before stepping into her current position.  
Session Description:   
  
The National Park Service’s Underrepresented Communities Grant Program has 
been a pivotal tool in documenting untold stories in our existing National Register 
nominations and in identifying and listing new nominations for listing.  This session 
brings together representatives from three grant awards - a consultant who worked 
has worked on one of the grant projects, and a representative of the National Park 
Service - to discuss their representative projects.  Discussion points include the 
impact of the projects for future research, and documentation, and offer field-tested 
advice for preparing projects for submittal to the Underrepresented Communities 
Grant program. 
  
  
Educational outcomes: 
  
(will learn to) work with new community partners  
(will learn to) explore multi-disciplinary approaches 
(will learn to) view underrepresented communities with a regional lens 
(will learn to) prepare foundational work for a successful interface with the NPS and 
consultants  
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