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How We Help
• Increasing economic opportunity 

and improving the quality of life 
for all rural Americans

• $158,989,076 invested in 
Vermont communities in 2018

• 199 communities engaged



40-Plus Programs Helping Rural Communities

Housing CommunityBusiness



• Larger, financially stronger 
applicants including health 
and educational 
institutions

• Guarantee up to 90%

Guaranteed 
Loan

• Must show ability to repay
• Recipients include non-

profits and municipalities. 
• Projects include safety 

services, arts organizations 
and  health services

Direct Loan

• Pays for portion of project, 
usually 15-75%

• Scoring process for 
selection

Grant

Bringing Capital to Our Rural 
Communities



USDA Rural Development Investments 
in Vermont

Opportunity Zones FY 2018

4

$74 million (48%) of RD 
Vermont’s 2018 investments 
were made in areas now 
designated as Opportunity 
Zones.  $7 million of those 
investments were housing 
related.
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$4.4 billion (16%) of RD’s 2018 investments 
were made in areas now designated as 
Opportunity Zones.  $2.4 billion of those 
investments were housing related.



2017 Task Force on Rural Prosperity Report

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PRIORITY 
AREAS.



Business and Industry Loan 
Program

Applicant: For-profit businesses, 
Nonprofits, Cooperatives, 
Federally-recognized Tribes, 
Public bodies.

Community:  Population under 50,000

Loan 
amounts: $1 million to $25 million



RBDG
Rural Business Development Grant

Continued 

Applicant: Municipality or non-profit end beneficiary 
must be a business.

Community: Population under 50,000

VT Allocation: $1,400,000
$300,000 state $900,000 REAP

Grant Match: No match-required (but increases 
competitiveness) 



Community Facilities 

Applicant: Municipality, non-profit or Federally 
Recognized Tribe

Community:  Population under 20,000

VT Allocation:  Loan   $13 million
Grant $500,000

Grant Match: A percentage of total project cost 
determined by combination of median household 
income and population of service area. (15%-75%)



Water and Environmental 
Programs/Utilities

Applicant: Municipality, Non-profit water 
utilities,  Coops                                            

Community:  Population under 10,000

VT Allocations: Loan   $12.5 million loan
Grant  $3.7 million grant 

 Up to 40 yrs for water and 30 yrs for wastewater or the 
expected useful life of the new infrastructure, whichever is 
less



• Developing best practices and case studies of how 
USDA resources can layer with Opportunity Fund 
investments

• Educating RD staff on Opportunity Zones and how to 
best support communities

RD’s Plan for Supporting Opportunity Zones 

• Providing priority points for OZ applications for the 
Rural Business Development Grant, Multi-family 
Housing, Rural Water and Waste Management 
Technical Assistance Grant programs

• Leverage USDA investments with OZ investments to 
increase rural prosperity and lower risk; RD invested 
$4.4 billion in FY2018 (16% of the portfolio)

Education

• Helping rural OZ communities organize, identify projects, and engage investors

• Connecting rural OZs with technical assistance partners to ensure local capacity to attract private investment

• Providing targeted outreach to OZ communities on RD programs supporting infrastructure and business

• Facilitating meetings and rural investor convenings that bring together partners necessary to finance projects

• Collaborating with partners to ensure that a pipeline of local projects are ready for investment

Technical Assistance

Strategic Investments



Anthony C Linardos MBA
State Director VT & NH
603-223-6040
Anthony.Linardos@.USDA.Gov  

VT/ NH State Office:
802.828.6080
87 State Street, Suite 324
P.O. Box 249
Montpelier, VT

Brattleboro Office:
802.689.3026
28 Vernon Street, Suite 333
Brattleboro, VT 05301

St Johnsbury Office:
802.748.8746
481 Summer Street, Suite 203
St Johnsbury, VT 05819

www.rd.usda.gov/VT 
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