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Steps to Create a Soil Survey

If the proposed project involves new construction, acquisition of
undeveloped land, conversion of land uses and the proposed
project location is not located in exempt area, the project will be
subject to 7 CER Part 658 and will be required to make a soil map
using the USDA NRCS Web Soil Survey tool.

To Create a Soil Map: Use the USDA NRCS Web Soil Survey.

STEP 1: Go to the Web Soil Survey website. Click on Start
WSS.
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=77147f10d2ba44b9JmltdHM9MTcwNjY1OTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0zOGM5MGM1YS03NjRhLTZiZTctMTNhOS0xODUyNzdmZDZhM2UmaW5zaWQ9NTMwOA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=38c90c5a-764a-6be7-13a9-185277fd6a3e&psq=7+cfr+part+658&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaHVkZXhjaGFuZ2UuaW5mby9wcm9ncmFtcy9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXJldmlldy9mYXJtbGFuZHMtcHJvdGVjdGlvbi8&ntb=1
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
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STEP 2: Select Address on the left-hand side of the page.
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STEP 3: Type in the project address and hit enter or select
View.
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STEP 4: The next page will show an aerial view that includes
the Project Area. Select AOI (Area of Interest), as shown
below, to define the boundaries of the Project Area.

STEP 5: Draw the AQOI to define the Project Area. Begin
drawing the AOI by clicking once in an area of the project
boundary and continue to drop points to define the full

perimeter.
Aol |« |8l & ==

P
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STEP 6: Once the perimeter is complete, double click and the
AOIl will be created, as shown by the below screen.

)

Area of Interest Interactive Map
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Step 7: Once the project perimeter has been finalized and is
accurate, move the cursor to the Shopping Cart (Free), as
indicated below.
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STEP 8: Create a title for the Project. Once completed, move
the cursor to the upper right-hand side to select Check Out.
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(AOI) Map Explorer
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Soils Data

Cart (Free)

=39
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Title Custom Soil Resource Report for
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N

STEP 9: After selecting Check Out, you will be given two
options; get now or download later. Select Get Now and hit

Ok.

7| checkout Options
Delivery Options
Select a Delivery

Methad m Get now
(O Download later

o

Cancel M

STEP 10: Save the Soils Report as a PDF and upload it to the
Supporting Documents page under your Environmental
Review in GEARS.

USDA United States
.~—/ Department of
Agriculture

NRCS

Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service

A product of the National
Cooperative Soil Survey,
a joint effort of the United
States Department of
Agriculture and other
Federal agencies, State
agencies including the
Agricultural Experiment
Stations, and local
participants

Custom Soil Resource
Report for

Washington
County, Vermont

Sample Soil Map
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STEP 11: Within the report, you will see your Project Area
and code(s) on the aerial map. This tells you how many soil
types are present within your Project Area. In this case, there
are five.

STEP 12: Search within the Soils Resources Report to
determine if there are any farmland soils on the site. You can
try to search within the PDF using the Find feature (Control
F) and the word “farmland” to locate areas in the document
where they discuss if the soils are considered farmland or
not.

Washington County, Vermont

41E—Buxton silt loam, 25 to 45 percent slopes

Map Unit Setting
National map unit symbol: 9h42
Elevation: 300 to 1,200 feet
Mean annual precipitation: 36 to 50 inches
Mean annual air temperature: 37 to 46 degrees F
Frost-free period: 90 to 135 days
Farmiand classification: Not prime fafland

Step 13: Discuss in the ER Checklist whether farmland soils
are present in the Project Area. Discuss if they will be
permanently converted to non-farmland use.
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STEP 14: If the location of the Project Area is not in an
existing urban area (defined on TigerWeb), you will need to
complete a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form. There
are two different versions of the form, depending on project
activities. For both forms, the sections that you will complete
are those labeled, “To Be Completed by Federal Agency”.
See below for specific steps if the Farmland Conversion
Form is required for your project.



https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerweb/
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STEP 15: If the project involves the construction of a new
septic system or waterline, complete the CPA-106 Form:
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type
Projects. Submit the form to Chadd Cupit at NRCS.

U.5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NRCS-CPA-106

Natural Resources Conservation S
FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATIN
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

Rev. 181)

PART | {To be completed by Federal Agency) 3. Date of Land Evaluation Request I' P
1. Name of Project & Federal Agency Imvolved
of Project & County and State
T_Diain Roauest Rooewed by NRCS | 2 Pe
—
3. Does the corridor contan prime. unigue or local imp 7 vea[d wo[d 4. ‘“’“Ml‘m"‘“y‘“
(¥ no. the FPPA does not aoply « Do not complete addibonal parts of this form).
5. Major Ceopds) [2 Land in G T Amcunt of Farminng Ae Defmed i EPPA
Acros: % Acres: %
5. Name Of Land Evaluation System Used . Name of Local Sie Assessment System T0 Date Lane Evaloation Babrned by NECE
Alternative Corridor For Segment
PART Il be Fi 1A
(To be completed by Federal Agency) T 5 z %
A Total Acres To Be Converled Direclly
B Tolal Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Raceive Services
C_Total Acres In Corridor
PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evalustion Information
A Totsl Acres Prime And Unigue Farmland
B. Tolal Acres And Local
C. m Of Farmland in County Or Local Gowt. Unil Ta Be Convarted
D. Percentage Of Farmiand in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Migher Relative Value
PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evalustion information Criterion Relative
value of Farmiand to Be Serviced or (Scaie of 0 - 100
PART V1 (To be compieted by Federal Agency) Corridor Maximum
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(c)) | Points
1. Ares in Noourban Use 15
2 Pesimater in Norurban Use 10
3. Percent Of Corridor Being Fasmed 20
4. Prolection Provided By Stale And Local Government 20
5. Size of Present Farm Unil Compared To Average 10 N
§. Creation Of Nanfarmable Farmland 25
7_Avaiabliity Of Farm Support Servicss 5
8 On-Famlr 20
9. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 25
10. © With Existing A Hural Use 10
TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS 160
PART VIl (To be i by Federal Agency
Relative Vakie Of Farmland (From Part V) 100
Tots Catridor Assessment (From Part Vi above or a local site
assessmenl) 160
TOTAL POINTS (Toial of above 2 lines) 260
1. Corndor : 2. Totl Acres of siobe |3 Date Of Selecton 4. Was A Local Sile Assessment Used?
Converted by Project
ves [J wmo [
5. Reason For Selecion:
“Sgnature of Person Completng Bs Part. IOATE

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor



https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/NRCS-CPA-106NRCS-CPA-106.PDF
mailto:Chadd.Cupit@usda.gov
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STEP 16: For all project activities that result in permanently
converting farmland to non-farmland, complete the AD-1006
Form. Fill out all sections labeled ‘To be Completed by a
Federal Agency” and submit it to Chadd Cupit at NRCS.

C

TS S A
’F/ FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING C—
ART | (To be compieted by Fadaral Agency) Date Of Land Evaluation Request
Name of Project Federal Agency lnvelved y
'@w“’ Use Ceunty and Sute county and state /
PART Ilm WM Form
Does the site contan Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmiand? YES NO Acres Imigaied Average Farm Size |
(If no, the FPPA does nat apply - do not complele addidional parts of this form)
Maior Cropis) Farmable Land In Gout. Jurisdiction Amount of Farmiand As Defined in FPPA
Acres % Actes %
Name of Land Evaluabion System Usad Name of State or Local Site Assessment System | Date Land Evaluation Reluned by NRCS
PART Il (To b= compiated by Feders) Agancy) Ty A;f::;""" S"s?:gg T
A Tatal Acres To Be Corverted Directly
B. Tatal Acres To Be Corwverled Indirectly
C. Total Acres In Sile
PART IV (To be compieted by NRCS) Land Evaluaton Information
A Tolal Acres Prime And Unique Fanmiand
B. Total Acres Statewide Important of Local important Farmiand
C. Percantage OF Farmtand in County Or Locsl Govt. Unit To Be Corvented
D. Parcantags Of Farmiand n Gowt. Jurnsdichion With Same Or Higher Relsive Value
PART V (To be completad by NRCS) Land Evalustion Criterion
Redative Valus of Farmiand To Be C d (Scale of 0 to 100 Ponts)
PART VI (7o be complated by Federal Agency) Sile Assessment Criteria Maximum | e Ste B S#eC Site D
{Critaria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) Points
1. Area In Nonurban Use (1s)
2. Pefimeter In Noerurban Use (o}
3. Percant Of Sile Being Farmed (20}
4. Protection Provided By State and Local Gavernmant o)
5. Distance From Urban Buill.up Area (15}
6. Distance To Urban Support Services (15}
7. Suze Of Present Farm Unst Compared To Average (o}
8. Creaton Of Non-farmable Farmiand (o}
9. A y Of Farm Suppoft Services @
10. Oa-Farm lwestments 20}
11, Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services o)
12. Compatitility With Existing Agricultural Use (10}
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 0 0 0 0
PART VI (To be compieted by Federal Agency)
Relatve Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 0 0 0 0
Total Ste Assessment (From Parf VI above or Jocal sife assessment) 160 0 0 0 0
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 fines) 260 0 0 0
Was A Local Site Assessmen Used?
Ste Seleciad Date Of Selection YESEI ~0D

Reason For Selection:

Name of Federal agency representatve completing thes form

IDaie

(See Instructions on reverse side)

Foem AD-1006 (03.02)


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/AD1006.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/AD1006.pdf
mailto:Chadd.Cupit@usda.gov
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STEP 17: Once the completed form is received back from
NRCS, determine if the point total is greater or less than 160.
If the total score is less than 160, no further consideration or
protection is needed. If the score is higher than or equal to
160, protection of the area should be considered, alternative
sites should be evaluated, and/or mitigation will be required.

Environmental Review Contact Information

Grace Vinson, Environmental Officer
Agency of Commerce & Community Development, DHCD
grace.vinson@vermont.gov, 802-622-4236

Gretel St. Lawrence, Environmental Specialist
Agency of Commerce & Community Development, DHCD
gretel.stlawrence@vermont.gov, 802-636-7255



