	State of Vermont, Agency of Commerce and Community Development 
Baseline Environmental Spending Report 2026
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc1913128375][bookmark: _Toc221609806]Environmental Benefit Baseline Spending Report- Rationale Document

[bookmark: _Toc461123296][bookmark: _Toc221609807]Agency of Commerce and Community Development 

Published: February 10, 2026

To receive this information in an alternative format or for other accessibility requests, please contact: 
Grace Vinson, Environmental Officer
Agency of Commerce and Community Development
Grace.vinson@vermont.gov, 802-622-4236



[bookmark: _Toc1358362851][bookmark: _Toc221609808]Table of Contents
Environmental Benefit Baseline Spending Report- Rationale Document	1
Agency of Commerce and Community Development	1
Table of Contents	2
Executive Summary	4
Environmental Benefit Baseline Spending Report Deliverable	4
Agency of Commerce and Community Development Overview	4
Department of Housing and Community Development	7
Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP)	7
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)	8
Community Development Block Grant CARES Act (CDBG-CV)	8
Recovery Housing Program (RHP)	8
The HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)	9
Housing Trust Fund (HTF)	9
VCDP General Methodology Statement:	9
Department of Housing and Community Development	9
Housing Division (Housing)	9
Vermont Housing Improvement Program (VHIP)	10
Mobile Home Improvement Program (MHIR)	10
Missing Middle	10
Rental Housing Revolving Loan Program	11
Housing General Methodology Statement:	11
Department of Housing and Community Development	11
Community Planning & Revitalization (CP&R)	11
Community Partnership for Neighborhood Development	12
Downtown Transportation Fund (DTF)	12
Downtown Vibrancy Fund (no webpage)	12
Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment Grants (EVSE)	12
Municipal Planning Grants (MPG)	13
Neighborhood Area Designation Assistance Program (no webpage)	13
Regional Planning Commissions (no webpage)	13
CP&R General Methodology Statement:	13
Department of Housing and Community Development	15
Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (VDHP)	15
Barn Grant Mitigation Award	15
Historic Preservation Grants	15
Certified Local Government Grants (CLG)	15
VDHP General Methodology Statement:	16
Department of Economic Development (DED)	17
BIPOC Business and Career Assistance Program	17
Brownfields Revitalization Fund (BRF)	17
Elevate Vermont	17
State Trade Expansion Program (STEP)	18
Vermont Employment Growth Incentive (VEGI)	18
Brownfields Revitilization Fund- VEDA	18
DED General Methodology Statement:	19
Programs Not Reported on: DED	19
Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing (VDTM)	20
Outdoor Recreation Skill Building Workshops	20
Hospitality Management Training Program	20
VDTM General Methodology Statement:	20
Appendix I. Programs Not Included in Baseline Spending Report	21




[bookmark: _Toc29390055][bookmark: _Toc221609809]Executive Summary
[bookmark: _Toc753593780][bookmark: _Toc221609810]Environmental Benefit Baseline Spending Report Deliverable
Per Act 154, no later than February 15, 2026, covered state agencies must review the past three years (reporting period of July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2025) and generate Baseline Spending Reports that include:

(A) Where investments were made, if any, and which geographic areas, at the municipal level and census block group, where practicable, received environmental benefits from those investments; and

(B) A description and quantification of the environmental benefits as an outcome of the investment.

The covered agencies shall publicly post the Baseline Spending Reports on their respective websites.

The Baseline Spending Report asks each covered agency to take a “snapshot” of its 
investments in environmental benefits over the previously identified three-year reporting period.

This Baseline Spending Report includes two components: a Data Inventory Spreadsheet, and this Rationale Document explaining ACCD’s methodology for completing the report.  
The Data Inventory Spreadsheet contains financial information related to the agency’s investments including the total investment amount over the reporting period, the funding cycle and whether the investment was discretionary. It contains environmental benefit impact location information as well.
This Rationale Document details how each program provides environmental benefits to Vermonters, complimenting the financial information in the Data Inventory Spreadsheet. The programs are organized by department; more information on the programs can be found my clicking the program headings. This rationale also contains information on how this report was created and why certain programs were included or omitted.  
[bookmark: _Toc399609661][bookmark: _Toc221609811]Agency of Commerce and Community Development Overview
As a covered state agency, the Agency of Commerce and Community Development (“ACCD”) is pleased to provide the Environmental Justice Advisory Council with the following Environmental Benefits Baseline Spending Report. This report documents investments made during the reporting period of July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2025 that provided environmental benefits, as required pursuant to 3 V.S.A § 6004 (g). 
Following a review of all ACCD programs it was determined that every department administered at least one program that provided environmental benefits. The departments and divisions covered in this report are:
· The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD)
· The Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP)
· The Housing Division (Housing)
· The Community Planning and Revitalization Division (CP&R)
· The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (VDHP)
· The Department of Economic Development (DED)
· The Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing (VDTM)

ACCD identified the following five environmental benefits that Vermonters received as a result of funding programs identified in this report. Some programs offer more than one environmental benefit. In no particular order, the environmental benefits as defined in the legislation that ACCD programs provide are:
1. Healthy Homes and Buildings
2. Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
3. Affordable clean renewable energy sources 
4. Public transportation
5. Fulfilling and dignified green jobs

ACCD is reporting on 28 initiatives that provide environmental benefit with a total investment of $98,763,255.76. Most of the programs covered in this first round of reporting made investments via grants and contracts. Most of the investments reported on are geospecific to the statewide level. ACCD did not have capacity to report on all investment at the county or regional scale.  

Reporting Process 
The creation of this report was led by the ACCD Environmental Officer and assisted by the ACCD Environmental Specialist. Our approach began with consultation with financial staff from DHCD and DED on how best to go about retrieving financial information for programs of interest. We worked to identify what information was available and easy to report on (i.e. funding recipients, geospecifics, funding cycle etc.). We then met with program staff from each department (DHCD, VDHP, DED, VTDM) to identify programs offering environmental benefits. With this list, financial staff were able to pull all easily available data from VISION for inclusion in this report. The raw data was digested and formatted for the report by the ACCD Environmental Staff. Program staff from each department and division were responsible for filling out their respective portions of this rational document, detailing how each of their identified programs provide environmental benefit. Program staff gave a brief explanation on how they determined which of their programs to include in this report in the “General Methodology Statement” sections. ACCD programs that were not covered in this Baseline Spending Report are listed in Appendix I along with reasons for their omission. 

Prioritization Scheme
Based on the consultation with program staff and financial staff as detailed above, ACCD determined it was not feasible to include all the direct investments in the first benefit spending report and that the Agency needed to create a prioritization scheme. 
Phase 1: Readily Available Data
For this first baseline spending report, ACCD focused on readily available data that could be pulled from existing financial systems (i.e. VISION) with some additional work. This report has been heavily limited by staff capacity. The Environmental Officer position, housed within DHCD’s Vermont Community Development Program, and the Environmental Specialist, were the primary staff with capacity and willingness to manage and guide the process to develop this report and data.  
Generally, grants, contracts, and staff expenses were the funding types with the most readily available data. For the next report, ACCD will focus on how to get the necessary data from other funding types and strengthen data collection processes for both financial and programmatic data. 
Phase 2: Data Accessible with “Reasonable Additional Effort”
Contingent on staff capacity, ACCD will focus on developing processes to isolate expenditures by award/fiscal year for funding sources that were not captured in this Baseline Spending Report. This will likely involve exploring program data that is outside of the State’s accounting software (VISION). The next annual Environmental Benefit Spending Report will combine Phase 1 data with newly accessed Phase 2 data. The report will also include a written statement that summarizes improvements made to data systems, if any, and it will define ACCD’s threshold for “reasonable additional effort”. 
Phase 3: Data Requiring Significant New Investment and Non-Investment Initiatives For Phase 3, ACCD will review to determine if there are any investments that could not be included. If any changes to systems are needed, ACCD will require additional funding and resources to be allocated. 
Quantification of Benefits
At this time, ACCD does not have processes or systems to consistently quantify benefits across programs. To ensure that similar benefits have similar quantification, ACCD would need funding allocated to the Agency hire a contractor to conduct a review and create a quantification scheme for its benefits. Until these resources are received, ACCD will not be able to quantify its investments nor guarantee a consistent approach for the process. 

Considerations for DHCD and Housing Investments
Per the 2024 ACCD Housing Investment Plan (HIP), “the majority of Vermont’s housing budget has typically come from federal resources” that are not captured in this report. The State resources for housing development reside in five different agencies: DHCD, the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB), the Agency of Human Services (AHS), the Vermont Housing Finance Agency (VHFA), and the Vermont State Housing Authority( VSHA). ACCD is the only Act 154 covered agency on this list. Summarily, ACCD has a strong role in directing housing state policy and supporting new construction, but the data on investments may not capture this indirect benefit, because the only direct funding for housing provided to ACCD is the federal allocation of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). See the Vermont Community Development Program section for more information on this program.




[bookmark: _Toc2060560021][bookmark: _Toc221609812]Department of Housing and Community Development
[bookmark: _Toc699727800][bookmark: _Toc221609813]Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP)
VCDP administers the annual allocation of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) through a statewide competitive grant program addressing local needs in the areas of housing, infrastructure, economic development, public infrastructure and public services[footnoteRef:1]. Only Vermont municipalities are eligible to apply for VCDP funding through a competitive, needs based application process. Funding levels, maximum and minimum grant requests, assistance can be found in the Consolidated Plan itself and at the VCDP website.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  FY22BudgetTestimonyPresentationACCDFinalRev02.11.21.pdf]  [2: https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/Housing/Housing-Budget-Investment-Reports/HBI-2024.pdf?_gl=1*ryacpt*_ga*MTQ0NTg5MzE5Ny4xNzcwMjMxMjkz*_ga_V9WQH77KLW*czE3NzAzMDQwNzkkbzIkZzEkdDE3NzAzMDQzMjEkajUwJGwwJGgw
] 

[bookmark: _Toc337397116][bookmark: _Toc221609814]Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings 
· Program Purpose: This program supports community development activities to build stronger and more resilient communities. Activities may address needs such as infrastructure, economic development projects, public facilities installation, community centers, housing rehabilitation, public services, etc. All CDBG funded projects must meet a HUD National Objective (i.e. serving persons of low or moderate income or providing area-wide public benefit and services) and a State objective (1) conserve, expand, and/or improve housing; 2) create and/or retain employment, and 3) public facilities. 
[bookmark: _Toc221609815][bookmark: _Toc945900368]Community Development Block Grant CARES Act (CDBG-CV)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings
· Program Purpose: CDBG program to prevent, prepare for, and respond to Coronavirus. 70% of each grant was used for activities that benefit low- and moderate-income persons by providing housing, a permanent job, a public service, or access to new or significantly improved infrastructure.
[bookmark: _Toc235978595][bookmark: _Toc221609816]Recovery Housing Program (RHP)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings
· Program Purpose: RHP funding provides safe and supportive transitional housing to persons recovering from substance use disorders through Recovery Residences (RR) that are certified recovery homes through the Vermont Alliance for Recovery Residences, the Vermont Affiliate of the National Alliance for Recovery Residences, or individualized units that meet the Agency of Human Services standards. 
[bookmark: _Toc1372309682][bookmark: _Toc221609817]The HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings 
· Program Purpose: Provides formula grants to states and localities that communities use, often in partnership with local nonprofit groups, to fund a wide range of activities including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or homeownership or providing direct rental assistance to low-income people.
[bookmark: _Toc221609818]Housing Trust Fund (HTF)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings 
· Program Purpose: HTF is an annual appropriation of federal funding for the purpose of developing housing units to serve extremely low-income households  for a minimum of 30 years. 
[bookmark: _Toc791370432][bookmark: _Toc221609819]VCDP General Methodology Statement:
We chose to report on all VCDP administered programs that provide a direct environmental benefit (our dollars are purposefully funding that benefit) and had data that was reasonably accessible for reporting. Unlike the other divisions, VCDP retrieved financial data for this report from the State Grant Electronic Application and Reporting System (GEARS) transaction reports. VCDP uses GEARS to manage all CDBG-funded grants including applications, grant management, reporting, and closeout. VCDP’s CDBG investments are not reported in VISION. VCDP also reports performance measures and outcomes as required by HUD, in the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER) and the Consolidated Plan. 

[bookmark: _Toc1483424909][bookmark: _Toc221609820]Department of Housing and Community Development 
[bookmark: _Toc603683800][bookmark: _Toc221609821]Housing Division (Housing)
The Housing Division coordinates state housing policy through the VT Housing Council and HUD Consolidated Plan. Administers the statutory requirements of the Mobile Home Park Program and administers the VT Charitable Housing Tax Credit.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  FY22BudgetTestimonyPresentationACCDFinalRev02.11.21.pdf] 

[bookmark: _Toc221609822][bookmark: _Toc1992911649]Vermont Housing Improvement Program (VHIP)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Home and Buildings
· Program Purpose: VHIP 2.0 provides grants and 0% interest loans up to $50,000 per unit to property owners to create affordable rental units. The program is flexible and allows for several ways to bring rental units online including rehabbing units with code violations, converting non-residential structures to residential units, and building new structures with up to 5 rental units. Apartments and homes funded with VHIP 2.0 must be available as long-term rentals at an affordable rate, and the property owner must provide a 20% match of grant funds. This provides an environmental benefit by increasing the supply of healthy, affordable homes particularly in downtowns and high growth areas. 
[bookmark: _Toc221609823][bookmark: _Toc124405839]Mobile Home Improvement Program (MHIR)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Home and Buildings
· Program Purpose: Through three programs, MHIR offers assistance to manufactured home communities (commonly known as mobile home parks) and current and prospective manufactured homeowners. 1) Community Infill Awards are available to park owners to assist with small-scale capital needs to infill vacant lots and cover associated expenses up to $20,000. 2) Manufactured Home Repair Awards offers funding to cover the costs of repairing existing homes to prevent displacement. 3) Manufactured Home Foundation awards can help prospective and current homeowners to pay for a foundation and related expenses in preparation for siting a home on a vacant lot, up to $15,000. This provides an environmental benefit by preserving the health and habitability of mobiles homes and the infrastructure in these communities. 
[bookmark: _Toc629818568][bookmark: _Toc221609824]Missing Middle
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Home and Buildings
· Program Purpose: The Middle-Income Homeownership Development Program provides financial incentives and resources to support the construction or rehabilitation of modest homes for purchase by moderate income Vermont households. The program provides a development subsidy of up to 35% of development costs for program eligible homes. This provides an environmental benefit by creating new homeownership opportunities and increasing the supply of healthy, affordable homes particularly in downtowns and high growth areas that adhere to elevated energy efficiency standards.
[bookmark: _Toc1020678652][bookmark: _Toc221609825]Rental Housing Revolving Loan Program
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Home and Buildings
· Program Purpose: The Rental Revolving Loan Program (RRLF) is administered by the Vermont Housing Finance Agency (VHFA) to increase the supply and preservation of housing affordable to households with incomes up to 100% of Area Median Income (AMI). The Program offers low-interest, subordinate loans to eligible projects that demonstrate long-term financial feasibility, affordability, and a meaningful community impact. This provides an environmental benefit by creating new rental opportunities and increasing the supply of healthy, affordable homes particularly in downtowns and high growth areas that adhere to elevated energy efficiency standards.
[bookmark: _Toc654215535][bookmark: _Toc221609826]Housing General Methodology Statement:
We chose to report on any Housing administered programs that rehabilitate existing structures or support the development of new housing units. These programs provide a direct environmental benefit by either support healthy living conditions in rehabilitated structures or increase the supply of healthy, affordable homes particularly in downtowns and high growth areas.



[bookmark: _Toc2116704965][bookmark: _Toc221609827]Department of Housing and Community Development
[bookmark: _Toc1556418899][bookmark: _Toc221609828]Community Planning & Revitalization (CP&R)
CP&R provides training, technical assistance, and funding, and coordinates regional planning efforts, to help communities incentivize smart growth and working landscapes to bring new vitality to their community centers[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  FY22BudgetTestimonyPresentationACCDFinalRev02.11.21.pdf] 

Community Partnership for Neighborhood Development
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: A cross-agency program to encourage and support local partnerships between municipalities, nonprofit and for-profit developers, VHCB, and local planning officials. One-time investment in municipal planning, site control, design, scoping, and surveying to support the creation or infill of vibrant neighborhoods
[bookmark: _Toc1927644774][bookmark: _Toc221609830]Downtown Transportation Fund (DTF)
· Environmental Benefit: Public Transportation
· Program Purpose: DTF invests in infrastructure and public spaces, stimulating private investment and creating a sense of identity and pride in Vermont's downtowns and village centers. 
[bookmark: _Toc381088421][bookmark: _Toc221609831]Downtown Vibrancy Fund (no webpage)
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: Grant program that ensures the 25 designated downtown communities and local downtown organizations have the support they need to administer a local community revitalization program that supports economic vitality, promotes visitation, improves public spaces, advocates and provides technical assistance and resources for the downtown community. 
[bookmark: _Toc1222439946][bookmark: _Toc221609832]Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment Grants (EVSE)
· Environmental Benefit: Affordable clean renewable energy sources & Public transportation
· Program Purpose: Supports incentives for installing EV charging that will increase Vermonters’ access to charging.
[bookmark: _Toc1657095045][bookmark: _Toc221609833]Municipal Planning Grants (MPG)
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: The MPG program provides funding to help cities and towns hire the expertise needed to tackle locally identified challenges. 
[bookmark: _Toc564254356][bookmark: _Toc221609834]Neighborhood Area Designation Assistance Program (no webpage)
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: One-time grants to support housing-enabling applications for Neighborhood Area Designations 20 communities in collaboration with Regional Planning Commissions.
[bookmark: _Toc1277840597][bookmark: _Toc221609835]Regional Planning Commissions (no webpage)
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: Annual grants derived from property transfer tax receipts to support comprehensive regional planning, regional support for statewide initiatives, and regionally delivered municipal planning assistance by Vermont’s 11 regional planning commissions.
[bookmark: _Toc185220241][bookmark: _Toc221609836]CP&R General Methodology Statement:
We chose to report on all our incentive programs that have a VISION printout of expenses. The team uses a collaborative, place-based approach to land-use planning and community development that empowers state and local leaders to plan for and build vibrant, inclusive, and resilient downtowns, villages, and neighborhoods.

Programs Not Reported on: DHCD
See Appendix I. These programs are not addressed within this report due to the indirect nature of the funding and their limited environmental benefits.



[bookmark: _Toc520279404][bookmark: _Toc221609837]Department of Housing and Community Development
[bookmark: _Toc1692711079][bookmark: _Toc221609838]Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (VDHP)
In addition to regulatory responsibilities under the Vermont State Historic Preservation Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, Act 250 and Section 248 of Title 30, the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation is dedicated to identifying, preserving, and interpreting historic resources on behalf of the citizens of the state and promoting them as significant components of our communities. DHP also owns, operates, maintains and interprets Vermont’s historic sites, including the Bennington Battle Monument and the Senator Justin Morrill homestead.  
[bookmark: _Toc220013547][bookmark: _Toc221609839]Barn Grant Mitigation Award
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings
· Program Purpose: Helps individuals, municipalities, and non-profit organizations to rehabilitate the historic agricultural buildings that are a symbol of Vermont’s rural landscape. DHP, in cooperation with the Legislature and the Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, is able to award competitive 50/50 matching grants of up to $20,000 for the repair and adaptive use of historic agricultural buildings. The buildings must be at least 50 years old and listed in or eligible for the State Register of Historic Places.
Historic Preservation Grants 
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy homes and Buildings
· Program Purpose: The Division for Historic Preservation, in cooperation with the Legislature and Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, is able to award competitive 50/50 matching grants of up to $20,000 for the repair and rehabilitation of a historic building. In order to qualify, the building must be at least 50 years old and listed in or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.
[bookmark: _Toc823898097][bookmark: _Toc221609841]Certified Local Government Grants (CLG)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy homes and Buildings
· Program Purpose: Established in 1985, the Certified Local Government (CLG) program helps local governments integrate historic preservations concerns with planning and decision-making processes. CLGs are eligible to apply for matching grants for preservation projects, typically in the $5,000-$20,000 range.  
[bookmark: _Toc1317029744][bookmark: _Toc221609842]VDHP General Methodology Statement:
We chose to report on any VDHP administered programs that rehabilitate historic structures. Historic Preservation Grants provide a direct benefit by maintaining and rehabilitating historic buildings that provide grantees the ability to modernize their historic buildings while preserving the sense of place that is vital to local communities. Similarly, barn grants provide a direct benefit to grantees and communities by maintaining buildings that are emblematic of Vermont’s agricultural history. All programs provide an indirect benefit by maintaining Vermont’s historic villages, downtowns and land use patterns, bolstering tourism and economic activity throughout the state.


[bookmark: _Toc698121154][bookmark: _Toc221609843]Department of Economic Development (DED)
The Department of Economic Development (DED) strengthens economic activity throughout the state to ensure Vermont's long-term economic health and promote growth in quality jobs for Vermonters. Business support staff make connections to programs focused on employee training and workforce development, market expansion, facility location, government contracting, and environmental remediation to help businesses start or expand in Vermont and strengthen our rural economies. DED prioritizes protecting state resources, improving public infrastructure, enhancing quality of life, diversifying the economy, and reflecting the character of Vermont.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Economic Development | Agency of Commerce and Community Development] 

BIPOC Business and Career Assistance Program 
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: Vermont endeavors to bolster its economic infrastructure by expanding and strengthening private sector businesses and workforce development in the traditionally underserved BIPOC community by providing business and workforce development services to Vermont’s BIPOC community. ACCD has contracted with the Vermont Professional of Colors Network to provide statewide delivery of business coaching and other forms of training, at no cost to Black, Indigenous, and Persons of Color (BIPOC) business owners, networking and special convenings, and career, fairs, workshops and paid internships, career guidance, and other support for BIPOC workers across the state.
[bookmark: _Toc727092669][bookmark: _Toc221609845]Brownfields Revitalization Fund (BRF)
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings
· Program Purpose: The BRF promotes the productive reuse of sites that are currently abandoned or not fully utilized due to contamination on the site. By providing financial assistance to private developers, non-profits, and municipalities lto clean up these sites, the program has enabled meaningful housing development while advancing environmental stewardship, community investment, and economic growth.
[bookmark: _Toc131634613][bookmark: _Toc221609847]State Trade Expansion Program (STEP)
· Environmental Benefit: Fulfilling and dignified green jobs
· Program Purpose: Annual grant program, focused on increasing export sales for Vermont-based small businesses. The overarching objective of this program is to increase the overall number of small business exporters and increase their export sales with a focus on relationship development, export planning, and job creation, helping businesses diversify by entering international markets. Supports dignified green jobs by assisting cleantech Vermont small businesses export to foreign markets.
[bookmark: _Toc1785294408][bookmark: _Toc221609848]Vermont Employment Growth Incentive (VEGI)
· Environmental Benefit: Fulfilling and dignified green jobs
· Program Purpose: The VEGI program provides performance-based cash incentives to businesses that are expanding in, or relocating to, Vermont. Businesses can earn incentives for creating new qualifying jobs, increasing payroll, and making capital investments that go beyond typical growth. There are no restrictions on business size, type, or minimum number of jobs. In 2008, the Vermont legislature passed an enhancement to the VEGI program to emphasize the policy goal of “green economy” job creation in Vermont. If an existing Vermont company or a new company will add new jobs in research, development, design, engineering or manufacturing of certain environmental technologies or provide certain environmental services, they may be eligible for an increased level of VEGI incentive. The company must also be able meet the normal VEGI approval requirements. VEGI is slated to sunset on January 1, 2027. 
[bookmark: _Toc221609849]Brownfields Revitalization Fund- VEDA
· Environmental Benefit: Healthy Homes and Buildings
· Program Purpose: The Vermont Economic Development Authority (VEDA) is authorized to use the funds in the BRF, as explained in the BRF section, to make loans to eligible and qualified applicants. ACCD provides financial assistance to VEDA. 
[bookmark: _Toc1979405053][bookmark: _Toc221609850]DED General Methodology Statement:
DED program staff did not have the capacity to take on the demands of this report within the larger report timeline. Because of this, non-program staff compiled the DED program list and gathered financial data with minimal expertise and support. In future reports, the DED program list will be revised by program staff and will more accurately reflect the environmental benefits offered by this department. For example, the Northern Borders Regional Commission (NBRC) is a federal-state partnership that is housed within ACCD, and provides infrastructure and economic development assistance to projects in counties that have varying degrees of economic and demographic distress. Because this is a federal-state partnership, and financial data is not readily accessible, NBRC investments are not included in this first Baseline Spending report. 
[bookmark: _Toc1363107939][bookmark: _Toc221609851]Programs Not Reported on: DED
See Appendix I. These programs are not addressed within this report due to the indirect nature of the funding and their limited environmental benefits.




[bookmark: _Toc157677046][bookmark: _Toc221609852]Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing (VDTM)
[bookmark: _Toc221609853]Outdoor Recreation Skill Building Workshops 
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: One-time contract to the Vermont Outdoor Business Alliance to develop a series of skill building workshops for current and potential employees of outdoor recreation businesses in Vermont, specifically in high-demand roles as bicycle mechanics, snow sports technicians, and trail workers.
[bookmark: _Toc221609854]Hospitality Management Training Program
· Environmental Benefit: Training and funding disbursed or administered by governmental agencies
· Program Purpose: One-time contract to the University of Vermont, Professional and Continuing Education division to develop a higher-education accredited certificate program in Hospitality Management. This 4-month, six-course online program, with optional paid internship, has been designed to help individuals prepare for a potential career, or advance an existing career, in Vermont’s hospitality industry.
[bookmark: _Toc861120112][bookmark: _Toc221609855]VDTM General Methodology Statement: 
VDTM has reported on the only programming within the Department that has outcomes focused on environmental benefits as described in Vermont’s Environmental Justice Law. We chose to report on the services performed under two specific contracts that align with the benefit of training the Vermont workforce as described in statute. Both programs benefited Vermonters by equipping them with new skills that will allow them to thrive in their communities.
Programs Not Reported on: VTDM
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See Appendix I. These programs are not addressed within this report due to the indirect nature of the funding and their limited environmental benefits.
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[bookmark: _Toc1677413481][bookmark: _Toc221609856]Appendix I. Programs Not Included in Baseline Spending Report 
	Department of Housing and Community Development   

	Downtown and Village Tax Credits   
	Provides indirect benefit.  

	Fair Housing and Anti-Discrimination  
	ACCD provides technical assistance, training, and capacity funding to CVOEO Fair Housing Project (FHP). DHCD prepares and implements the Fair Housing Analysis (FHA).  

	Rapid Response Mobile Home Infill Program (MHIP)  
	Funding primarily provided through Vermont State Housing Authority (VHSA)  

	Department of Historic Preservation

	Historic Sites
	Operation & Maintenance only

	Department of Economic Development  

	Business Recruitment & International Trade (with the exception of State Trade Expansion Program)  
	Provides indirect benefit.  


	Captive Insurance
	Provides indirect benefit.  


	Community and Housing Infrastructure Program (CHIP)  
	Provides indirect benefit.  


	Vermont Training Program (VTP)  
	Provides indirect benefit.  

	Vermont APEX Accelerator
	Provides indirect benefit.  

	Tax Increment Financing (TIF)  
	Provides indirect benefit

	One Time Funding or Closed Programs
Business Emergency Gap Assistance Program (BEGAP), Capital Investment Program, Community Recovery and Revitalization Grant Program (CRRP), Women's Recovery Residence Funding. 
	These programs are not addressed within this report because they were indirect, one-time funding programs  
  

	Department of Tourism and Marketing (VTDM)

	One Time Funding or Closed Programs
Tourism and Economic Recovery Marketing Grants, Buy Local Vermont Program, Buy Local Holiday Marketing, Restart Vermont Regional Marketing and Stimulus Grant Program   
	These programs are not addressed within this report because they were indirect, one-time funding programs





