State of Vermont, Agency of Commerce & Community Development
Determining the Level of Environmental Review

How do | Determine the Level of
Environmental Review for My Project?

National Environmental Policy Act

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and HUD NEPA
Procedures (24 CFR §58) applies to all Vermont Community Development
Program (VCDP) projects. The environmental review is conducted on the
project as a whole to determine the project’s impact on the environment
and the impacts of the environment on the project. Project activities must
be defined to determine the level of environmental review. Your project
must fall into one of the following levels of review:

Planning Grants, Public
Services, Homeowner
Assistance, Economic
Development, Urgent

Need

Public Facilities,
Accessibility
. e Modifications, Housing
Review Levels Excluded Rehab, Scr;]lttgred Site
Reha

Environmental Categorically

Substantial or new
construction,

Assessment construction outside

existing footprint, >20%
increase in density,
change in use.

Additional Details about Levels of Environmental Review

= EXEMPT ACTIVITIES

o Project has minimal to no impact on environment.


http://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD-VCDP-ER-Regulations.pdf
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o No public notice.
= CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDED

o Project has minor impact on the environment. Usually to existing
structures/facilities.

o 7-day comment period and 15-day objection period.

o Converts to exempt if no mitigation is required (No public notice in this
scenario).

= ASSESSMENT

o Project has major impact on the environment. Highest level of
Environmental Review.

o Usually involves substantial/new construction.

o 15-day comment period and 15-day objection period.

Environmental Review Contact Information

Grace Vinson, Environmental Officer
Agency of Commerce & Community Development, DHCD
grace.vinson@vermont.gov, 802-622-4236

Gretel St. Lawrence, Environmental Specialist
Agency of Commerce & Community Development, DHCD
gretel.stlawrence@vermont.gov, 802-636-7255



