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Overview
Renewal Applications (1)
• Town of Colchester

o New Town Center



Complete renewal application.  All requirements met.
 Cover letter
 Authorization from Selectboard
 Confirmed Planning Process
 Community Investment Agreement
 Planning Requirements
 Progress Report
 Board Presentation
 Map
 No proposed changes to designated map
 Associated Growth Center 5-year check in: June 2024

Renewal Application

Staff Recommendation
Approve application and renew designation

Town of Colchester – New Town Center

https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/State-Designation-Programs/CPR-NTC-ColchesterRenewal-230522.pdf


New Town Center means the area planned 
for or developing as
 A community’s central business district, 
 Composed of compact, pedestrian-

friendly, multistory, and mixed-use 
development that is

 Characteristic of a traditional downtown, 
 Supported by planned or existing urban 

infrastructure, 
 Including: 

 Curbed streets with sidewalks and on-
street parking, 

 tormwater treatment, 
 sanitary sewers and 
 public water supply. 

24 V.S.A. § 2791

New Town Center Program
What is it?

Colchester New Town Center Application, 2007



Land Use 
Regulations

Official Map

Capital 
Improvement 

Program

Reinvestment 
Agreement

CENTER 
PLAN

MUNICIPAL  PLAN

New Town Center Program
How does it work?



• Special assessment districts (24 V.S.A.§2793b(c)(1))

• Vermont Buildings and General Services State office buildings priority 
when a designated downtown is not feasible (24 V.S.A §2793b(c)(2))

• Land gains tax exemption (32 V.S.A. 10002(p))

• Tax increment financing district location criteria presumption (32 V.S.A. §
5404a(h)(3)(B))

• Act 250 permit exemption for ‘Priority Housing Projects’ (10 V.S.A. §6081(p)(2))  

• Act 250 reduced mitigation fee for loss of primary agricultural soils (10 
V.S.A. §6093(a)(1))

• Act 250 presumption of existing settlement criterion “9L” compliance 
(10 V.S.A. § 6001(16)(a)(i) & 10 V.S.A. §6086(a)(9)(L))

• Eligibility for an ‘add-on’ neighborhood development area designation
• And other technical and financial benefits made available by State 

agencies, such as priority for Municipal Planning Grants and 
Transportation Alternatives Grants.

New Town Center Program
Program Benefits



Berlin South Burlington

175 acres
Population 20,282

2008, Expansion in 2016

New Town Center Program
Designated New Town Centers

r

57 acres
Population 2,912
2022



New Town Center Program
Designated New Town Centers

38 acres
Population 17,612
2007

Colchester



New Town Center Program
Designated New Town Centers













Renewal Application

Staff Recommendation
Approve application and renew designation

Town of Colchester – New Town Center
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