
22 May 2023Downtown Board Meeting

Renewal Application

Staff Recommendation
Approve application and renew designation

Town of Fairfield – East Fairfield Village

Complete renewal application.  All requirements met.
 Cover letter dated 05/05/2023
 Authorization from selectboard on 05/08/2023
 Town planning process confirmed on 03/31/2021 by NRPC
 Provided evidence that Town Plan explains how the designation 

furthers the goals of the Town Plan
 Village is served by the village water system.  Village does not have 

a public wastewater system
 No proposed changes to designated boundary map

https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/bylaws/downtownboardmaterials/Planning%20Atlas%20Maps/VDefairfield.pdf






May 3, 2023 
 
Cathy Ainsworth, Town Administrator 
Town of Fairfield 
25 North Road 
Fairfield, VT 05455 
 
 
Dear Ms. Ainsworth, 
 
The Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NRPC) is pleased to support the Town of 
Fairfield’s application to request a designated village center renewal through the State of 
Vermont Department of Housing and Community Development.  
 
The Town of Fairfield’s municipal plan was adopted on February 8, 2021. On March 31, 2021, 
in accordance with 24 V.S.A Section 4350, the NRPC granted regional approval to the Town 
Plan and confirmed the Town’s planning process.  
 
The NRPC hereby offers full support for the renewal of village center designation in Fairfield 
and looks forward to working together as the Town continues planning efforts.  
 
Thank you for considering our comments. Please feel free to call me or if you have any questions 
or need additional information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Greta Brunswick 
Senior Planner 
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Promoting Small-Scale Business in Fairfield’s Village Centers 
 

Village Designation 
Fairfield has two village areas: Fairfield Cen-
ter and East Fairfield. Each has received sta-
tus as a Vermont Designated Village Center 
(See Figure 4.4 and 4.5), which affords these 
villages with benefits, including priority con-
sideration for state grants, priority site con-
sideration by the State Building and General 
Services (BGS) when leasing or constructing 
buildings, and a variety of tax credits availa-
ble to commercial property owners in the 
district.  The tax credits provide incentives to 
improve commercial structures in the dis-
trict, which will in turn encourage revitaliza-
tion and reinvestment.  Priority considera-
tion for grants allows the Town to take on 
planning and other implementation activi-
ties that support the Village, such as the De-
centralized Wastewater Feasibility Analysis 

and the Sidewalk Feasibility Analysis com-
pleted for the villages. 
 
Businesses in the Village Centers 
The agricultural industry remains central to 
the economy of Fairfield. However, 
businesses which provide goods & services 
necessary that support an agrarian 
economy, home based businesses 
throughout the town and small businesses in 
or near the existing Village centers are also 
of importance. Tax credits available through 
the state’s Village Designation program and 
the maintenance of appropriate 
infrastructure in the villages can support 
such small business. Expansion of broadband 
internet will also be necessary to support 
many types of businesses.  

  

Goal 
1. Promote a balanced, diverse economic base, with a focus on locally owned enterprises. 

 
Policies 

1. Encourage the diversification of the economic base, including the development of com-
patible businesses and light industry, and the promotion of home occupations.   

2. Economic development should be pursued to provide maximum economic benefit with 
minimal environmental impact. 

3. Maintain village center designation status for the villages and encourage businesses to 
take advantage of the various tax credits made available through this designation 
program. 

4. Support regional and statewide efforts to expand broadband internet access.  
  



 

70 

Fairfield Town Plan 2021 ● 2029 

Figure 5.5 
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